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ARTICLE I. 

Address delivered before the American Society of Dental Sta^- 
geons, at their Sixth Annual Meetings held in the City of 
New York. By Eleazar Pabmly, M. D., President 

GMUenMifty diMf BjBtpttUd O&Ueaguei 

ffOi$ Ammam SoeUiy tf Denial Surg&mt : 

I am happy in having the pleasure of meeting with you, and 
of seeing so many of my professional brethren once more 
together, at the Annual Session of our highly valued Institution. 

Having now completed thirty full years in professional study, 
and labor, it is to me a most gratifying sight, to see assembled 
around me, men from various parts of this country, who are well 
known for their general intelligence and personal worth, for 
their strict truth and moral integrity, and for their high attain- 
ments in professional learning and manual practice ; particulariy 
when I remember that at an early period of my professional life, 
I travelled from Philadelphia to New Orleans, through the 
western and southern states, without meeting but one dentist 
who had any pretensions to an acquaintance with the science 
or practice of Dental Surgery, and that one was A. J. Shyman- 
ski, a well educated Polish gentleman, of the highest respecta- 
bility in his own country, and distinguished here by all who 
knew him, for great morel worth, refined intellect, amiable and 
correct deportment, and who was really the first and only den- 
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tist of gentlemanly and professional attainments, that I saw dur- 
ing that long journey, and such an one as was rarely met with 
in that day, away from the larger cities. And when I remember 
too, that it is but six years since the late venerable President 
of this Society, travelled from Baltimore to Boston, without sue- 
cess, in an attempt to arouse his professional brethren, to the 
importance of a national society, there being at that time a local 
one in this city, which had been for some time in successful 
operation, in a free interchange of views and opinions among its 
members, at their social meetings ; and occasionally having 
lectures on the most important subjects, connected with dental 
practice. The local organization, as most of you are probably 
aware, became extinct, in the greater magnitude, superior ad- 
vantages, and higher popularity of our favorite and fondly 
cherished Institution, in the same manner as the faint glimmer- 
ing of the star of the morning becomes invisible in the brighter 
light of the rising sun. 

This great and auspicious revolution has been effected by 
our united efforts, at the suggestion, and earnest, urgent insti- 
gation of one of our Withers, who is now asleep. The inde- 
fiitigable Hayden, whose name I mention, not only with respect, 
but with feelings of veneration, lived to see his fevorite Institu- 
tion, in the fiill career of successful experiment, and when his 
days were numbered, he transmitted it to us and to posterity, 
for support. 

He cherished the opinion that is entertained, I trust by all 
who hear me, that every important and useful profession among 
men, requires organizaiionj by which is denoted a system of 
mutual instruction, protection, support and encouragement The 
profession of the law, has its organization and instruction, in its 
law schools^ its legal journcds^ reports^ and associations. The in- 
terests of husbandmen, are cherished in their state and county 
agricultural societies, and by agricultural newspapers, and other 
periodicals, by which the present age is fortunately distinguished. 
The practitioners of general surgery and medicine, know well 
the advantages resulting from their medical societies, medical 
journals, and laws of professional etiquette. 

All these, and other bodies of men, engaged in the same call- 
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ing, have also the saQcdon and the protection of the laws. But 
it has fidlen to the lot of dental surgery to be left wholly to its 
own self-protectum. It would seem that legislatures, with a 
few honorable exceptions, prefer that their constituents should 
endure all the evils of quackery, rather than enact wholesome 
laws for their protection. 

It is not a little remarkable, that the Spanish government, in 
its American colonies, and perhaps also in the mother country, 
pursue, in this respect, a much more enlightened policy, than our 
own boasted republic. There, a regular education and a diploma 
are just as necessary to dental as to medical practice, and those 
of our countrymen who have been there, have been obliged to 
go through a rigid examination. 

In most of these United States, the community is left wholly 
uninformed, and unprotected in a department of surgical prac- 
tice, which is in far greater demand, than what is called general 
surgery. 

The objects of this society will never be fully attained until 
its influence shall have been so exerted, as to bring dental prac- 
tice under the protection of law and order, as has been done in 
the state of Alabama, by the wisdom of its legislature. But 
this auspicious event in that favored state, was brought about, 
mainly, I believe, by members of this national society, acting 
under the influence which this body has been able to exert, 
through its annual meetings, and its periodical journal. Every 
additional state which can be induced, by the members of this 
society, within its borders, to adopt the same enlightened policy, 
which has given the death' blow to dental enqpiricism in the 
above named state, will add strength to the movement ; and it 
is not too much to hope, from the advancement of the past 
thirty years, that the next thirty will bring all, or nearly all the 
states of this republic, into the same fortunate and much to be 
desired condition. And if this shall be the desirable result, it 
must be mainly owing to the vigorous exertions of this associa- 
tion, and of state societies organized for local purposes. 

To eflect this object, I can imagine no more successful mea- 
sure, than to secure the interests of some of the influential 
members of our state legislatures ; or if some members fsom our 
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own profession could be elected, such practitioners as would 
be able to subserve the general objects of legislation, as well as 
the object we have in view, our wishes might be accomplished. 

Physicians are frequently sent to our legislative bodies, with 
very great propriety ; and why not dental surgeons, in order that 
all the great interests of society may be properly represented? 
for, in this case, it could be easily shown, that the public and 
not individiuzl good was our great object 

The Journal is our most effective, direct and universal me- 
dium of professional information ; all the learned, reputable and 
useful professions or callings have their periodicals ; this is, 
indeed, an age of periodical literature, and our Journal has been 
acknowledged to keep pace with the spirit of the age ; and I 
think it should be one of the first objects of our present session 
to endeavor to adopt the measures necessary to impart new vigor, 
and give increased circulation to this valuable work. We are 
certainly able, among the members of this association, to consti* 
tute an editorial corps, which shall do honor to the association, 
to the profession, and to the science of dental surgery. But I 
would here remark, that there are but very few of those who 
feel pleasure in reading the Journal, that are aware of the time 
and labor that is bestowed upon it by its editors. So far, their 
labors have been gratuitously given, for the general good of the 
profession, prompted by the noble desire to elevate the standard 
of professional excellence, particularly in this country. But we 
have no right to expect this always to be the case ; therefore 
some means ought to be devised, by which the Journal could 
be made to yield to the editors some compensation for their 
labors; and, besides the pleasure they feel in disseminating 
useful information, and the interest they have in the general 
welfare of the profession, that they might also otherwise feel 
encouraged to devote their time and talents to the work. All 
that are engaged in the profession know that ''time is money ;'' 
and it may so happen, that that very time is all the means at 
their command to support their families, and ought, therefore, 
to be compensated ; and, as an act of justice, we ought, if possi- 
ble, to adopt measures by which the Journal can be made to 
yield a handsome profit over and above the expenses, and that 
profit should go to reward editorial drudgery. 
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It ought to be retnembeied, that the more we can extend the 
circle of correct professional information, the more good and 
efficient dentists we shall have among us, and although all may 
not become members with us, the community at large will re- 
ceive the benefit resulting from the experience of the best and 
ablest practitioners in the art, which will be diffused through the 
pages of the Journal, and which has already been felt by hun- 
dreds of our professional brethren, in all parts of the country, 
many of whom have become fellows and associates of the 
American Society of Dental Surgeons. 

I have been informed, that the present price of the Journal pre- 
vents some from taking it ; and that there are others scattered 
through the country, who are unacquainted with the terms and 
requisitions of the society in order to become members, who are 
out of the way of the circulation of the Journal, and who need 
correct information, both in relation to that, and to the condition 
and state of the society. Those who have always resided in the 
cities know but little of the great want of general information on 
subjects connected with our professional practice; nor are they 
aware of the pecuniary embarrassment and difficulties with ixrhich 
dental operators have to contend in the interior towns and vil- 
lages. Therefore, the wants of the people, as well as the pro- 
fession abroad, require a helping hand firom this society. 

These considerations, with others, which time will not allow 
me to enumerate or enforce, will, I trust, incline our hearts tb 
regard all those whose welfare has been entrusted by its foun- 
ders to the fostering auspices of this society. 

Before I dismiss the subject, on which I should be glad to 
dwell at much greater length, 1 must ask your indulgence while 
I say that, among the many reasons for mutual congratulation, 
we have at this time connected with the operations of this so- 
ciety, the elevation of the principles of our art to the dignity of a 
science, by embodying them permanently in our Journal, de- 
serves particular notice in this place. It has now reached the 
completion of its fifth volume. Thirty years ago the man would 
have been thought insane, who should have predicted that the 
dental profession in the United States would become so respect- 
a^e, and so extensive in 1845, as to have sustained a periodical 
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which should have issued five large and beautiful octavo volumes, 
with a fair prospect of perpetuating the work for the benefit of 
posterity. 

One thing is evident, that our successors in dental practice, 
will either continue this or some kindred work, or acknowledge, 
by their neglect of such a publication, that the present period has 
been really the Augustan cige of Dented History. 

Either alternative will confer sufficient honor on those talented 
and spirited individuals who have so benevolently embellished 
the pages of our Journal with the vigorous efforts of their minds, 
as well as on those who have sustained the publication iirom 
year to year by their liberal contributions. 

For my part, I regard it as a high honor to have been connected 
with the profession of dental surgery, at a period, the achieve- 
ments of which are thus distinguished and enviable — especially 
when I reflect that the actors in these achievements have been 
mY friends and companions. 

As one of our patriots said of the constitution of the United 
States — "A must be preserved^^ — so will every true lover of our 
art, and of its usefulness in society, say — The American Journal 
and Library of Dental Science must be perpetuated. 

But whether it shall be continued in its present form, and at 
its present price — or whether it shall be reduced in the quantity 
of reading matter, and issued more frequently at a lower rate, are 
matters to be submitted to the wisdom of the society. There 
can be no doubt but that in its present form much valuable mat- 
ter remains with many unready which would not be the case, to 
the same extent, if smaller numbers were issued more frequently. 
There is one other matter which I think might be acted upon 
with very great advantage, and which would be likely to secure 
to us legislative aid ; and that is, if a committee could be ap- 
pointed to draft and offer good and wholesome rules which the 
whole society could approve, by which dentists should be gov- 
erned in their practice — setting forth the requisite qualifications, 
to entitle them to public confidence — so as to place empiricism 
on the same footing, in relation to dental practice, that it now 
has in general surgery and medicine. Our legislative bodies 
would at once see the incalculable benefit of it, and would, I be- 
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lieve, ^nact such laws as woald protect the public from the most 
flagrant abuses that ever disgraced individuals in any calling — 
for all who are in general practice can testify, that our state pri- 
sons have many inmates in them, for incomparably less crimes 
than are daily perpetrated by the Crawcourean host of wholesale 
swindlers on the honest industry, and unsuspecting simplicity 
of the dupes to their artifices. And the extent of these abuses 
are only known to the regular practitioners, who are afterwards 
called upon to remedy, or correct, so far as they can, the evils 
thus committed, which unfortunately oftentimes are beyond their, 
power. 

A well drafted and well digested set of rules, regulating the 
admission of men to dental practice, and governing them in their 
practice after they were so admitted, would do more good to the 
profession, and to the community at large, than any other step 
that could be possibly taken. I would, therefore, if it should 
meet the views of the society, cordially recommend it to be acted 
upon at the present session. And if the legislature will do 
nothing more than merely to regulate the conditions by which 
members shall be admitted to practice — although trifling as the 
regulation might seem — it would serve, at least, to draw a line 
of distinction, which the public would understand, between the 
regular members of the profession, and the quacks who disgrace 
it. This would be an important point gained, because it would 
enable the public to form some conjecture as to the qualifications 
of those they employ, and to whom they entrust organs so im- 
portant to their health, peace, and comfort — to say nothing of 
their inestimable value to beauty and to personal attraction. 

The position which this society has assumed in the public 
eye, requires of it that something shall be done for the general 
welfare ; and I am convinced that the greatest obstacle in the 
way of the general usefulness of the profession is found in the 
degradation both of professional charges and dental practice, by 
men who work for nothings because their work is worth less 
than nothing. While such men are abroad, more numerous and 
pestilential than the frogs of Egypt, it is vain to expect that re- 
spectable and well-qualified dentists can obtain respectable sup- 
port in the towns and villages of our country. It will be only 

VOL. VI. — 2 
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in a few large cities that good practitioners can sustain them- 
selves. Unless some measures are adopted, the character of the 
profession will be more and more degraded in the eyes of the 
community — whilst ignorant mountebanks and swindlers will 
perpetrate, unchecked, their miserable and unprincipled mal- 
practices on the easy credulity of man, but more especially and 
more successfully on womankind. 

There is a means by which much good might be done by the 
members of this association, in enlightening the public mind as 
to their real and true interests ; and that is, by having embodied, 
in a few plain precepts, the general principles of dental practice — 
with short but comprehensive rules for the government of indi- 
viduals, of all ages, in the management of their teeth. A small 
pamphlet containing precepts of example and instruction, issued 
from the united wisdom and experience, and by the authority of 
this society, would do much in governing people as to what 
they should have done, and at the same time cautioning them as 
to whom they should employ to do it 

If the principles and practice of dental surgery could be thus 
brought out, in a number of precepts, so condensed, as to occupy 
but little space, as it would at once be seen that the object was 
public good, benevolent and philanthropic editors would no doubt 
republish them for the good of their patrons, and thus thousands 
of copies would obtain immediate circulation, to the great advan- 
tage of suffering humanity. And as the expense would be but 
small, the members might circulate them freely among all classes 
of people, and thereby set forth the uses and abuses of dental 
practice, of which the public at large, for want of correct inforsia- 
tion, are almost wholly ignorant. 

It appears to me that such a thing, under the sanction and ap- 
proval of the society, would do more to suppress the quackery 
and imposture that now prevail, to a most alarming degree, than 
any other practicable plan of equally easy execution. 

These precepts might, with propriety, embrace — ^what should 
be the character and qualifications of the dentist to be employed 
in the care and management of the teeth — the care that should 
be bestowed on the first as well as on the second set of teeth — 
the anatomical structure and chemical analysis of the teeth, in 
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order to show what would prove hurtful to them — the operations 
which they require, and the time for these operations, and the 
means to be employed in performing them, and the materials to 
be used — the bad effects of having, and the total want df hon- 
esty in using improper materials for stopping teeth — and the 
ruinous effects of using improper substances for cleaning the 
teeth — and proper directions for their care and preservation. 
These precepts or rules might be extended to as many as would 
express fully our united views in relation to the subjects em- 
braced. 

Having, in Europe and in this country, passed through thirty 
years of unparalleled success, I will, more especially for (he ben- 
efit of the younger members, in a few words, state what has been 
my experience as to the causes of ^ure and success in dental 
practice. 

During that period I have known some that have commenced 
with all the advantages that the most favorable circumstances 
could throw around them ; and have seen them for a time fol- 
lowed with the most flattering success — but being too much 
flattered by success, they were, in their vain imaginations, soon 
elevated above their true positions; and then, rather than stoop 
to the calls of professional duty, in their lofty elevation, they 
struck against the unyielding bars of pride and arrogance; be- 
neath which they fell, and from the fall never rose again. 

Others, beginning in the same way, after a few years of suc- 
cess, have considered that dentists were rather lightly esteemed 
by the aristocracy of our land of equality, have been dissatisfied 
and changed their occupations ; and although some of them have 
for a time been successful in their new pursuits, (and in one in- 
stance, in particular, one of my early friends, an exceedingly 
clever man, William S. Parrott, was at one time possessed of im- 
mense wealth, and rose to high oflicial distinction under our go- 
vernment, and was also an eminent merchant and banker in the 
city of Mexico,) yet, as far as I am acquainted, they have ail 
foiled of the accomplishment of the objects of their pursuit 

Others, again, have taken up the profession, and have attended 
to the practice as a kind of menial occupation, which they only 
performed in order to live; but from their family, education, and 



12 Address by Eleazar Parmlv, M. D. [Sept. 

consequence, always considered themselves far above it, and felt 
their dignity touchingly invaded by the drudgery of professional 
labor; thereby making their professional character altogether in- 
ferior and subservient to that by which they wished to be known 
and regarded among men. 

Others, again, without knowledge, honesty, or truth, have, by 
imposture, fraud, and intrigue, imposed upon the world, and 
have obtained the means of living for a time in the most corrupt 
and licentious practices, until their excesses put a period to their 
earthly, as well as to their business career. 

There are others who have been well instructed, and have 
possessed a high degree of professional skill and dexterity in their 
operations, but have been so totally void of truth and integrity — 
betiajring the confidence of their patients, and disappointing 
them in their expectations — ^that they have wholly failed of suc- 
cess; bitterly complaining at the same time that their merits 
were not discovered, and their learning, talents, and skill were 
not known and fully appreciated. 

Those that haye succeeded, and the proportion is small of the 
whole number, are they that, with steadiness of purpose at the 
outset, made themselves acquainted with the theory and prac- 
tice of their art — with its requirements and duties — with its ob- 
ligations and responsibilities — and never swerved from them; 
who, by an undeviating course of integrity and truth, secured 
the confidence of their friends and patrons, and never betrayed 
or lost it — who never considered any professional claim, whe- 
ther made by the lugh or the low, the rich or the poor, as be- 
neath their notice— who felt proud of the profession that was 
giving them distinction, instead of believing that they were hon- 
oring the profession by their transcendant talents and profes- 
sional grandeur — ^who, fidthfiiUy and honestly, performed every 
duty ; feeling that the services rendered by them were more than 
equivalent to the money received — who have pride of character 
and moral worth enough, not to descend to the vile and dishon- 
est practices of charlatans and robbers, because they might and 
because the Crawcours did make money by them. 

I therefore would earnestly recommend that you, my respected 
young Mends, adopt in your practice, and carry out in your lives 



1845.] Address by Eleazar Pabmlt, M. D. 13 

those principles which have been found so eminently successful 
with those that have observed them ; and^ although you may 
meet with many obstacles at the beginning, by perseverance you 
will overcome them, and ultimately attain to the first walk in the 
profession in which you are engaged — securing, day by day, and 
year by year, the confidence, respect, and friendship of the com- 
munity in which you live, as well as, more especially, that of 
your professional acquaintance and patrons. 

I wish, farther, to be permitted to make a remark or two on a 
matter of business that necessarily comes before us at our annual 
meetings — that is, in relation to the election of members. I do 
not approve of the practice of any who use mercury or quicksil- 
ver as an ingredient for stopping teeth, and would not privately 
reconunend any one to go to such. Why, therefore, should they 
have the sanction and influence of the society to assist them in 
carrying out what we know, and what they admit, is not the 
best practice in dental surgery ?^ 

What should we think of a surgeon, who, on being applied to 
treat a wounded hand, would say — ^^'I have a remedy that will 
cure it, but it is expensive. I will, therefore, dress it to-day, 
vnthaut the bast paitij with a little cooling adamantine plaster, 
which (although it will poison a little) will not cost much." 
And, in consequence of which, the man, in a short time, loses his 
hand ; and the surgeon knew it most likely would be so, when he 
applied the plaster. Could we suppose that any medical society 
would retain such a man as a member. And with such a man, 
I rank all who say that '< mercury and silver, or zinc and mer- 

* The admission of Doctor Baker yesterday, who is not only one of the 
oldest, but one of the most highly respectable dentists in the country, who 
has not only used it, but has thought so well of it as to recommend it to 
others, is beyond price to us in the effort we are now making to suppress its 
use. He admitted before you all that it is "a bad JUling^' — that it is "the 
wont kind of fiUing*' — that it is a "nasty filling'^ — "and that it is the worst 
thing tn the Vforld to JUl teeth vnth, except as a JiUmg for the mere sheU of a 
tooth thattoiU bear nothing else.'* Such an admission from such a man as 
Dr. Baker should make the face of every honorable man blush to own that 
he uses it, or to give the slightest encouragement, or in any way sanction 
its use. 
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cury, is as good as gold, and half the price," and who have been 
known to take out gold stoppings, and insert their amalgam in- 
stead. Such men, instead of dentists or dental surgeons, should 
be called succedaneum or adamantine cement tooth plasterers — 
for they deserve no better name. 

If it is an advantage to the honest and conscientious practi- 
tioner to belong to, and to obtain the certificate of the society, in 
order to enable him to secure the confidence of the public, it is 
also an advantage to the dishonest and unprincipled practitioner, 
in order to secure for him the same confidence, to enable him to 
carry out his impostures. The public, in both cases, relying 
upon the integrity of the society for the character of the indi- 
vidual who bears its name. And thus, instead of correcting the 
existing evils, we should be adding to them, by having members 
who would not practice in accordance with the most highly ap- 
proved principles of dental practice, as known, understood, and 
approved by this society. And if it permits the introduction of 
such men among its members, I must beg leave most respect- 
fully to withdraw from the body, for I could not conscientiously 
sign a certificate of the society to be used by one to whom I 
would not give a private letter, recommending his practice. And 
I do not know by what rule of justice, we could give a man a 
passport to the confidence of strangers, that we would not intro- 
duce and recommend to our friends. 

I would not associate with me in private practice any man who 
would use, or recommend to be used, an amalgam of mercury 
and silver, for stopping teeth, under the imposing names of suc- 
cedaneum, mineral paste, diamond cement, adamantine cement, 
&;c., &c. And the men who use this under these names, and 
at the same time say that crude mercury does not enter into its 
composition, I unhesitatingly say do not speak truth; and I 
challenge the whole catalogue of them to come out, and defy 
them to prove what they assert in private, and also in their pub- 
lic advertisements, wherein they shamelessly and unblushingly 
say, that it is not what I here most positively declare it to be — a 
base compound, chiefly composed of mercury and silver, or 
zinc, wholly unfit for the exceedingly nice and important opera- 
tion of stopping teeth. It will, therefore, be very necessary that 
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we examine carefully into the character and intentions of those 
whom we may admit as our fellows and associates. And I can- 
not better conclude these remarks, which have already gained 
greater length than may be deemed profitable, than by using the 
words of our late venerable, respected, and revered President — 
the wisdom and truth of whose sayings, we are, in our expe- 
rience, daily proving ; and in relation to this particular point, 
said at our first meeting — ^'Gentlemen, if you would make your 
society respectable, and would have it esteemed so by the world, 
do not be hasty in electing your members, but be careful and 
judicious in selecting those whom you would admit into your 
ranks." 



ARTICLE II. 

Dissertation on Practical Dentistry. Read before the American 
Society of Dental Surgeons, at their Sixth Annual Meeting, 
held in the City of New York, August, 1845. By E. J. Ditn- 

NING. 

Having been appointed by this society, at its last meeting, to 
read an essay on the present occasion, a sense of duty impels me 
to the performance of a task from which other considerations 
might cause me to shrink. 

There are those around me whom I have the honor of greet- 
ing as brethren of the dental profession, whose years of expe- 
rience, as operators, outnumber those of my whole life ; whose 
youthful vigor, and maturer strength of mind and body, have 
been spent in unfolding the mysteries of dental disease, and dis- 
covering its remedies, in culling from the mechanic arts, the la- 
boratory of the chemist, the cabinet of the mineralogist, and the 
furnace of the refiner, those sparks of knowledge which serve to 
light us on our toilsome way. 

They have devoted years of study and experiment in their 
fiivorite science to bring it to its present degree of perfection, 
while their path has been constantly beset by obstacles, of which 
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we can form no adequate conception. Suirounded by such as 
these, a young man should advance his opinions with great dif- 
fidence, and while detailing the results of his own experience, 
take the attitude of a scholar. 

But these considerations ought not to deter any one, however 
young or inexperienced, from taking his part in our annual dis- 
cussions, for in no other way can the important objects of our 
association be gained. 

We meet for high purposes— to improve in knowledge, to add 
to the great fund of information which already exists, whatever 
of value we may have been able to glean from our year's expe- 
rience. 

The young and the old may join in this labor. Each brother, 
as he has passed from step to step in his professional career, has 
encountered obstacles which perhaps others have not; and has, 
by his own peculiar method of reasoning, arrived at a mode of 
surmounting them. 

In this way, every member of the profession might, at our 
meetings, conmiunicate the knowledge of some theory, manipu- 
lation, or remedy, which would be valuable to individuals, and 
honorable to the firaternity. 

If every member should come to our conventions with his 
book of experience open wide, and plainly inscribed with each 
scrap of useful knowledge which his genius has gathered from 
the paths of practical science, how rich would be our yearly har- 
vest ! how gratifying and refreshing to leave the scenes of our 
toil, and join in the greetings of our cherished anniversary ! If 
my humble mite shall, in the smallest degree, contribute to the 
interest of this occasion, my highest hopes with regard to it will 
be realized. 

Before proceeding, however, to the discussion of the subjects 
which I have mainly proposed to myself in this essay, permit 
me to say a few words with reference to our conventions. 

It would seem that the meetings of the members of a profes- 
sion like our own, opening so broad a field for scientific investi- 
gation and practical improvement, should be characterised by 
efforts at mutual advancement in knowledge, that the time which 
we are permitted to spend in each other's society should be so 
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improved that we may re-commence our labors with new cour- 
age, with deeper love for our profession and each other, and a 
stronger determination to prove a blessing to both. 

Scattered throughout the length and breadth of our land, and 
engaged in the constant practice of our profession, are hundreds 
of those whose minds are constantly elaborating highly useful 
improvements. Men whose hearts are bound up in the love of 
their art, and the precious energies of whose minds are constant- 
ly devoted to its advancement They are no misers ! Their 
precious gleanings are free as air to their brethren and the world. 

Visit the scenes of their toil — announce yourself as a profes- 
sional brother, and your claim upon their hospitality is complete. 
The warm greeting, the generous grasp of the hand, and the 
glistening eye, pronounce you welcome — ^heartily welcome. 
They will lead you to their operating rooms and laboratories, 
and there open to you their caskets of jewels — ^processes which 
have cost them much time and labor to perfect — ^theories which 
have resulted from difficulties struggled with and overcome — ap- 
paratus which their ingenuity thus lays upon the shrine of their 
profession — they say it is all yours, it is all the world's ! 

Our society encloses within its pale many of these noble spi- 
rits ; it professes for its object the advancement of our art — our 
mutual benefit and that of the world. Its meetings are an- 
nounced, and with hearts burning with desire to accomplish 
this great object, they come from Maine and Louisiana, from the 
east and the west Time and money are alike nobly sacrificed 
to be present at our discussions, and to give dignity and force to 
our association. 

Why is it then that our sessions are so short, and so exclu- 
sively devoted to business transactions? 

Why do we not spend a sufficient amount of time to allow 
every one who desires, or is willing to do so, to contribute his 
share to the interest and delight of the occasion ? 

In this way, and this only, may we retain the consideration 
and respect of the profession and the community, or even repay 
ourselves for the trouble of sustaining our organization. 

How is it now ? Our time is mostly employed in the election 
of officers and members, and the settlement of our financial and 
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political affairs, while the great objects of our convention are ne- 
glected ; and those even who have prepared themselves to in- 
struct us cannot be allowed time to present the result of their la- 
bors. 

In view of these things, who can wonder that more do not at^ 
tend our meetings, when we offer a programme of such indiffer- 
ent attractions. Does not rather the fact that so many from dis- 
tant parts of the country are present, indicate an enthusiasm 
among our brethren worthy of a warmer reception. 

I have taken occasion to present these suggestions, because I 
consider the subject to which they refer, of the highest import- 
ance to interests which we all hold dear. I leave them to the 
decision of your wisdom. 

The remarks which 1 am about to offer will be practical, not 
confined to any particular department, but treating briefly va- 
rious topics, to which my own attention is constantly directed. 

It will not be surprising if they should contain n6 suggestions 
which are new or important to any one of you. 

I can only say that I have chosen to describe a course of treat- 
ment which I have of late adopted in certain cases, and which I 
supposed might at least be novel to some. 

I refer to those cases in which the nerve has become exposed 
by decay to the action of external agents. 

Teeth affected in this manner are in many cases too valuable 
to the patient, both as regards their position in the arch, and 
their uses in mastication and articulation, to allow us to think 
for a moment of their extraction, until every means of rendering 
them comfortable and useful has failed. 

Dentists have long been in the habit of operating upon these 
teeth with reference to their preservation, but it must be admit- 
ted that their efforts have been mostly confined to the incisors, 
while the grinders, considered less valuable, because less expo- 
sed, have been lost. Every effort to save even the more impor- 
tant dentals has been regarded as an experiment by some, and 
by others highly injudicious, while the grinders, frequently of 
the last importance to health and comfort, in their use of mas- 
tication, have been but too often lamentably sacrificed. 

Viewed in this light, any usefiil suggestions, with reference to 
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this most important department of dental surgery, are invested 
with the deepest interest. For if operations of this kind are ever 
successfully performed, they should undoubtedly rank among 
the noblest trophies of our art 

The measures which have been adopted in the treatment of 
exposed nerves have been various, and attended with different 
degrees of success. The great majority of authors whom I have 
consulted, as well as the practitioners with whose views I have 
become acquainted, recommend the reduction of its inflamma* 
tion,and partial removal of sensibility, by the application of some 
powerful astringent preparation. 

The use of the actual cautery is now, I believe, almost entirely 
abandoned, and those who have written within the last few years, 
generally recommend the continued application of galls, or the 
use of arsenious acid, combined with morphine. 

The use of the latter preparation is now quite universal, there 
being but few practitioners who do not employ it to some extent 
It acts with greater certaiinty, and accomplishes the object in less 
time than any other composition with which we are acquainted. 

It however generally produces considerable pain for from three 
to twelve hours, and the inflammation thus kept up, frequently 
extends to the investing membrane and the gum, and results in 
suppuration of those parts. 

Some have supposed that the use of arsenic under these cir- 
cumstances migiit prove injurious to the general health through 
the action of the absorbents. It seems quite probable that such 
should be the case, when we consider the wonderful connection 
which exists throughout the whole system, and how mysteri- 
ously parts, apparently distant and disconnected, act upon each 
other. 

Whether this be the case or not, its use by unskilful hands, 
and in immoderate quantities, is certainly attended with the dan- 
ger of its reaching and acting directly upon the coats of the 
stomach. 

My object, however, is not to enter into a discussion of the 
safety or utility of this application, but merely to describe the 
treatment which I have lately adopted in such cases. 

The destruction of the nerve by mechanical means has been 
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practised to a small extent by dental surgeons for many years. 
But on account of the severe pain which in many cases attends 
it, as well as the &ct that in the manner in which it has generally 
been practised, it has proved no more successful than other and 
less severe methods, it has been considered rather in the light of 
a dernier resort. 

To account for this, I think that it will be found that the 
nerve has been too frequently punctured merely, and then shut 
up by a stopping within its bony cell to decompose. 

The putrescent and irritating matter thus generated, having no 
chance of escape, except at the end of the &ng, must, of course, 
by its pressure at that point, induce pain, inflammation, and sup- 
puration in the surrounding parts ; the very common result of 
this method, as well as of the others which have been men- 
tioned. 

The only means of preventing this result is to remove the 
whole nerve, and fill its place with gold or tin foil. 

This course, I, in common with others, have pursued for seve- 
ral years with reference to incisors and bicuspidati, but not un- 
til the past year have I adopted it to any great extent, with refer- 
ence to molars. 

It has been supposed that two very formidable jobstacles would 
present themselves to the success of the operation upon this class 
of teeth. 

1st. The excessive pain. 

2d. The difficulty of removing the substance of the nerve 
from the fiings. 

The first of these difficulties has been found much less than 
was anticipated ; although it must be acknowledged that it va- 
ries much with the temperament of the individual, the general 
health of the mouth, and the degree of inflammation already ex- 
isting in the exposed nerve. 

There are many cases of highly nervous temperament com- 
bined with delicate health, in which it would undoubtedly be 
injudicious to attempt an operation, which, under such circum- 
stances, must inevitably produce so great a shock upon the al- 
ready enfeebled system. The health of the gums and teeth 
should also be considered. Every irritating cause should be re- 
moved before the operation is attempted. 
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If the gums are inflamed and spongy from the presence of 
tartar, or any other cause, or if the investing membrane is in a 
state of inflammation and partial suppuration, these diseases will 
constitute the strongest tendencies to the very difliculty which 
we would avoid, and render failure almost certain. 

If the nerve should be found to be inflamed, as is frequently 
the case, owing to the presence in the cavity of irritating matter, 
the application of tannin, for some time before the operation, will 
render it much less painful. 

This substance has also been found extremely useful in reduc- 
ing inflammation in the bony structure, when the nerve is not 
exposed. 

Although so much depends upon these circumstances, it will 
be found that judicious and skilful treatment will do much to 
remove this obstacle. In fiict, it may be safely said, that in the 
majority of cases the pain of this operation will not be found to 
exceed that arising from the excavation of a sensitive cavity, or 
even the use of the file ; at least such has been the testimony of 
many who have endured it ; while others have declared that 
that which had been so firequently dreaded, as agony intolerable, 
was to them scarcely worthy of the name of pain. 

The second difliculty, that of removing the nerve from the 
fang, is one which can be overcome only by perseverance and 
skill. 

Every one who has mastered the art of stopping teeth, will re- 
member how difliculties vanish belfore these potent charmers. 

How the delicate manipulations, connected with this most 
beautiful operation, which weary and vex the clumsy fingers of 
the beginner^ become comparatively easy and natural to the 
€ndept. 

The instrument which I have used to excavate the fimgs is a 
delicate probe of steel, perfectly annealed. The point may be 
converted into a very slight hook, and made sharp, so as to bring 
away the nerve or other matter with which the cavity may be 
filled. For the removal of the nerve in the chamber of the 
crown, existing in molar teeth, as well as to enlarge the cavity, 
so as to give free access to each of the fangs, a burr drill is very 
useful. As these teeth are generally very much decayed, it will 
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be found advisable, when the cavity is on the side of the crown, 
to remove its edges in such a manner as to admit the light di- 
rectly upon the openings of the fangs. This will facilitate the 
operation very much, and at the same time give strength to the 
walls that are to contain the stopping. 

The operator, however, who has given himself every possible 
advantage, will frequently meet with mechanical difficulties in 
the way of the entire removal of the nerve, which will defy his 
skill. The external fangs of the upper molars, perhaps, will be 
those in which he will most frequently fail. Their internal cav- 
ities are frequently united in one broad, thin fissure, into which 
it would be perfectly impossible to introduce any instrument. 

The quantity of nerve contained in these, is, of course, very 
small, compared with the whole ; and as experience teaches us 
that diis portion, although remaining in its place, alive, does not 
produce either pain or inflammation, we may consider it as of 
uo serious importance. But this excavation should be carried 
as fiir as possible'; for our motto, and the direction of all of our 
efforts, should be perfection. 

Great care should be taken, in the course of this operation, to 
avoid passing the instrument through the opening at the end of 
the fitiig, which is frequently so large, especially in young per- 
sons, as to admit it. After having removed the nerve so far as 
practicable, the gold is prepared in very small pieces, which are 
immediately introduced, one by one, with a blunt probe, until 
each fang is thoroughly filled. The cavity in the crown is then 
stopped as usual. 

So fiir as I have been able to observe the result, this operation 
has been successful in every case in which the nerve was de- 
stroyed, and its cavity filled at once. It has been tried in a 
large number of cases, and has never, to my knowledge, resulted 
in ulceration. But when the nerve had previously died, although 
it could not, as a general thing, remove disease already com- 
menced, it has, in many cases, very sensibly diminished the 
frequency of its recurrence, and mitigated the violence of its 
symptoms. 

in destroying the nerve in this manner, the pain occasioned 
is of such short duration, that it seems to produce no other effect 
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upon the surrounding parts than a slight shock, the soreness 
resulting from which is usually felt for a day or two succeeding 
the operation. 

Many of you have, undoubtedly, tried and decided upon the 
merits of this course. If this description shall prove interesting 
or of service to any, its intention will be most satis&ctorily 
answered. 

I propose to close with a few remarks upon the subject of 
stopping teeth. So much has already been said with regard to 
this most important operation, that it seems almost absurd for 
any one, especially a young man, to attempt to make any new 
suggestions with reference to it Every one is aware of the ne- 
cessity of removing every particle of carious matter; of giving 
such shape to the cavity, as is required to retain the gold ; of 
freeing it from moisture ; of introducing the foil in such a man- 
ner as to render every part compact, and perfectly adapted to the 
inequalities of the cavity ; of giving it perfect solidity ; and, al- 
though much has been said with reference to the finishing of 
the operation, still it may be that sufiicient importance is not 
generally attached to it, in the minds of operators. All of the 
primary steps may be thoroughly and efficiently taken, but if the 
stopping is left in a rough and uneven state, the operation is 
imperfect. A slight indentation at the edge of the gold, where 
it joins the bone or enamel, may become a lodgment for acrid or 
decomposing matter, and the commencement of a new decay. 

Now, although I do not believe that the greatest skill, exer- 
cised with consummate patience, can, in every case, be success- 
ful ; still I do believe that there may be perfect operations, and 
that it should be the aim of every dentist to perform them. 

The fact that decay is always directly induced by chemical 
agents, which are, of course, external, and which must find 
some roughness or indentation upon the enamel or bone, in 
which to lodge and remain for some time before they can pro- 
duce the slightest etfect, has been sufficiently proven by others. 
The very able paper from onr brother Westcott, upon this sub- 
ject, together with the investigation, a description of which ac- 
companied it, are sufficiently convincing. 

If this position is correct, the importance of giving not only a 
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perfect surfece to the stopping, but a surface perfectly continuous 
with that of the tooth commends itself to the consideration of 
every dentist whose aim is the highest excellence. In order to 
accomplish this, the first requisite is perfect solidity of the gold. 
Its surfece should be made smooth with a fine file, which may 
be constructed of various shapes, to suit localities. The bur- 
nisher is then applied, which should be kept in good order, by 
rubbing upon a leather with crocus, and, to prevent the adhesion 
of the gold to its surface, should be touched to a jnece of fine 
soap before using. 

Having rendered the surface perfectly hard and solid in this 
manner, proceed to polish both the stopping and the tooth around 
it, especially if the bone or enamel has been filed. This may be 
done either with pumice stone and a stick of pine, or a pencil 
made of flour of emery and shellac, or a piece of any fine stone, 
as may best suit the case. Having removed all of the inequali- 
ties which might prove dangerous to the tooth, and especially 
those occurring just at the edge of the stopping, burnish the gold 
again, and you will have produced a fine surface, which will be 
retained, and which will many fold increase the probability of 
success. 

In addition to this, impress upon your patient the necessity of 
perfect cleanliness — of removing, two or three times in each day, 
whatever may accumulate upon the teeth, and this not only upon 
the sur&ces which may be washed by the brush, but between 
the teeth, where observation teaches us that decay is the earliest 
in its attacks, and the more dangerous, because concealed. In 
order to do this perfectly, the use of floss silk is necessary ; I 
say necessary y because I know of nothing which will answer 
the same purpose, or even approach it in utility. The impor- 
tance of this article cannot be over estimated ; it should be kept 
and constantly recommended, and its use insisted upon, by 
every dentist It protects the lateral surfaces of the teeth when 
in the closest contact, which cannot be rea:ched or scarcely af- 
fected in the slightest manner by the brush. Will not reason 
then support us in the assertion that, in point of importance as a 
means of cleanliness, it is far above the brush, which, although 
of the greatest utility, afiiacts only those parts which are con- 



1845.] Elevation of the Dental Profession. 26 

stantly washed by the saliva, aided by the motions of the cheeks 
and tongue. 

I have thus briefly, although imperfectly, performed the task 
assigned me. Full of errors t^ugh it be, it has been dictated 
by a desire to do good. I leaveiit with you, asking for its faults 
your generous forbearance. 
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Dissertation on the Elevation of the Dental Profession. Read 
before the American Society of Dental Surgeons, at its 
Sixth Annual Meeting, held in the city of New York, August, 
1845. By E. Towns and, D. D. S. 

The question has often been asked, how shall we elevate the 
character of the profession, of which we are individually mem- 
bers; and what means shall we use, to raise its reputation to a 
height commensurate with its just claims, as a science of so 
much importance to the comfort of the human family ? 

Let me mention one of the means by which we can, each of 
us, do our part to attain this much desired end. It is by being, 
in the strictest sense of the word, honest. Now it is not neces- 
sary, perhaps, that an American dentist should write on his door, 
^^No cheating here," as do Chinese shopkeepers ; but it is of the 
last importance that our character, as a professional body, should 
be as far above all fear or suspicion of dishonesty, as its skill and 
success are beyond all doubt or dispute. If we had all, at all 
times,been strictly upright — avoiding deception and quackery in 
all its forms and branches — doing always the best our judgment 
suggested — without being swayed in one case by deficiency of 
compensation — ^in another, dismayed by difficulties not easily 
surmounted — or even yielding to the more amiable weakness, 
reluctance to inflict pain — ^it is certain the dental surgeon would 
at this time stand in a more enviable position, and the art he 
professes to practise and understand, be very differently esti- 
mated. 
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It is to be deplored, that so many leave other occupations, 
which they imagine less lucrative, and commence the practice 
of what they call dentistry, with little or no previous preparation 
or training ; ^^taking it up," as they say, just as some persons 
speak of "getting religion," as though it were a thing to hold in 
the hand or put in the pocket; while others contrive to continue 
their original calling, and yet, a^ one told me not long since, 
"do a little dentisting," to eke out the less profitable occupation. 
Now such men as these are often well meaning, generally have 
some ingenuity, often just knowledge enough to do mischief; 
but they have not, and, in their narrow sphere of observation, 
cannot have, the slightest conception of the blunders they conmiit 
They are really not aware of the extent of their dishonesty; but 
in dentistry, the saying of Napoleon, that "a blunder is taorse 
than a crime," becomes a serious truth. 

We will suppose another case. A young man applies to a 
respectable private practitioner, and wishes to be received into 
his office as a student. The practitioner is an honest man, and 
therefore the request is met, not by prompt admission, but by 
inquiries as to his previous preparation ; and the answers to these 
inquiries show that he is a graduate of one of our univeisities, 
has been born and bred a gentleman, his head and heart well 
educated, and so iar calculated to do honor to any calling ; bat 
his hands, they are totally ignorant ; his fingers can wear rings 
and gloves, can even use a pen, but for tools he has a contempt 
which he hardly attempts to disguise. Yet he expects to be re- 
ceived as a student, and prepared in a few months to enter an 
office of his own. He is not received, however; the conscien- 
tious man to whom he has applied, recommends an apprentice- 
ship to some mechanical trade, gunsmith, jeweller, watchmaker, 
any thing that will educate his hands — and so dismisses him. 
Alas ! he has not for to go, before he finds one less scrupulous ; 
and in six months, or perhaps less time, we may find him in a 
fiishionable street, with a door plate as large as a newspaper, 
ready to fill, file and extract, with unequalled focility and 
despatch. If, by any chance, he succeeds in an operation, he is 
not half so much astonished as one would suppose — to succeed 
is to him a matter of course ; if he fails, and mischief results^ he 
says, as th6 boy did of his whistling, "it did itself." 



1845.] of ^A6 Dental ProfeaaUm. 27 

Need I lemark on the great want of uprightneas and integrity 
which this case exemplifies ; on the total absence of right feel* 
ing for the credit of the profession, in both — of eniighteued poli* 
cy for his own reputation, on the part of the teacher? for, if he 
was even disposed to forget that the public would hold himj in 
a measure, responsible for the ignorance and mismanagement of 
one he had professed to instruct, his experience must have made 
him fully aware of the countless mistakes and irreparable mis* 
chief, which bis half taught scholar might perpetrate, with the 
best intentions in the world. But the almighty dollar was, to 
him, all in all, and never will our profession rise to its proper 
elevation, until the dollar is estimated at the dollar's worth — 
until the true dignity of labor is recognized, and we toil for 
higher ends than the ''penny fee" of the old song. Labor is a 
law of our being ; from it no one is, or can be, exempt; and 
since it is the thought, the feeling, with which we toil, which 
makesour labor degrading drudgery or ennobling occupation, 
every man should do whatever his hands find to do, not only 
with all his might, but with elevation of purpose, looking always 
to spiritual growth, 

"Taking an impulBe and ▼ibratioD to an end beyond its own." 

For the professional man, be he lawyer, doctor or dentist, is 
often so happy as to find himself toiling assiduously, in utter 
disregard and often entire forgetfulness of the mere money com- 
pensation. Which of you has not felt this 7 and let me tell you 
no one, however skilful and accomplished, who does not and 
cannot feel this unselfish delight in usefulness for its own excel- 
lent sake, ever will, even in the most worldly yriew of the case, 
rise to eminence in his profession. There is a chord in the pub- 
lie mind, ever responsive to true nobleness ; even the low and 
Yulg^x percehe the superiority with which they do not sympa- 
thise. To the really good, we accord involuntary homage. The 
world has clearer eyes than we give it credit for, and soon sees 
whether a man is impelled by high or low motives of action. 
The felse coin is rejected, the ring of the true metal recognized, 
and the great truth established, that Hhe minds of other men 
minor back ourselves ;" for, even as it is easy to judge of the 



28 Towns AND on the Elevation [Sept. 

character of a lawyer, by the class of clients who frequent his 
office--of the physician, by the class of patients who require his 
services — ^so will an enlightened, cultivated and honest dentist 
attract tp his chair, those on whom it will be both an honor and 
pleasure to attend. 

One bright example of the elevation of character which has 
been attained in our profession, I maybe permitted to mention, 
if it were only to express reverential regret that its living worth 
no longer illuminates our ranks. I allude, as you will easily 
conceive, to Edward Hudson, equally great and good, and most 
emphatically honest 

''None knew him bat to lore him, 
Or named him but to praise!'' 

If I dared to lift the veil from his private life, I could tell you 
with what patient industry he toiled, year after year, to accumu- 
late the means to liquidate large claims, which had no legal, 
but a clear moral hold on his justice and sense of right. Or if 
this were a time to intrude myself upon your notice, I could tell 
you with what almost fatherly kindness he extended the hand 
of encouragement to me, when * I entered the profession he 
adorned ; enlightening my inexperience, fortifying me against 
self-distrust, and cheering me under depression, although I had 
not the slightest claim upon his valuable time and experience. 
When I forget him, "may my right hand forget its cunning." 

Even as a straw will indicate the direction of the wind, the 
circumstance I am about to relate will show you the bias of his 
character. Some time ago, a woman whom I knew to be a ser- 
vant, came to me to have some trifling operation on her teeth ; 
on examining her mouth, I found a number of teeth so well 
filled, that I asked who had had the care of it. She told me Dr. 
Hudson had filled her teeth for her. He visited the femily in 
which she served, saw her front teeth needed care, and told her 
to come to him and he would put them in order ; and in what 
order I found them ! perfect as the day the work was done, each 
bright little disk of gold glittered in the clean and healthy 
bone ; and this he did, when his fame was at its height, when 
his minutes were worth dollars, and evidently he had bestowed 
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as much care and attention on the mouth of that poor Irish girl, 
as if she could have remunerated him for his trouble, and appre- 
ciated the beauty of his work. 

Another circumstance, as slight in itself, forcibly impressed 
me with his conscientiousness. I entered his office one day, 
and found him sitting with a book in his hand, as though he 
had no connection with this work-a-day work — and to find Dr. 
Hudson unemployed during business hours, was indeed a rarity. 
When I expressed my surprise, he said, "My young friend, I 
feel to-day, as I suppese all men feel at times, as if I could do 
nothing well, nothing as it should be done, and I have sent 
away four patients this morning, and six yesterday, because I 
was afraid I should not do them justice ; and I prefer crowding 
next week, and additional fatigue, to ill-executed work this." 
This needs no comment 

The influence of such a man does not end with his life. His 
fiune and worth are the heritage of all time. If it is not in the 
power of every man to become as distinguished for grace of 
manner and skilful execution as Edward Hudson, it is possible 
for all to be equally honest, and exercise, in a measure, and ac- 
cording to their worth, as beneficial an influence on all connected 
with them. Every thing is possible to a determined will ; and 
a steady purpose, combined with good principles and integrity, 
will as certainly lead a man to eminence in our profession, as 
water finds its level. No man, however humble, is willing to 
feel or admit himself utterly insignificant. We all trust, that in 
some circle, however small, we have bearing, force and weight. 
Neither let any one imagine his merit underrated by the public ; 
if there is an error in the estimation in which a man is held, 
nine times out of ten it is the other way. If we are really great, 
our greatness will be sufficiently manifest ; the false often passes 
for the true — rarely, indeed, is the true mistaken for the &lse. 

"Oh, lole! how did you know that Hercules was a god?" 
"Because," answered lole, "I was content when my eye fell on 
him. When I beheld Theseus, I desired that I might see him 
offer battle, or, at least, guide his horses in the chariot-race; but 
Hercules did not wait for a contest; he conquered whether he 
stood, or walked, or sat, or whatever thing he did^ 
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Let no one suppose, because his position is humble, bis ex- 
ample is of little moment ; the silent influence of character is 
immense. George Fox, the apostle of the Quakers, use4 to 
say, that "the example of an honest man would shake the 
country for ten miles round ;" and one of the wisest men of the 
present day has said, ^'nothing so much astonishes men, as 
plain dealing and common sense." ^ 

My friends I I will intrude no longer on your time. I am 
aware I have told you nothing new, nothing but what any one 
of you could have said better than I have said it ; it only remains 
for me to thank you for the patience with which you have 
listened to my suggestions, which I do, most sincerely. 



ARTICLE IV. 

Address on the Pursuit of Professional Excellence. Delivered 
before the American Society of Dental Surgeons, August 8th, 
1845. By John Allen, D. D. S. 

Mr, Pruident, and FtUcwi of the 

Jlmeriean Society of Dental Surgeom : 

Having assembled for the purpose of uniting our efforts in 
promoting the requisite knowledge of the dental science, and for 
inspiring a laudable zeal for the elevation of the art, by mutual 
and reciprocal interchange of opinions, and experience connected 
therewith, you will allow me to congratulate you, and the whole 
fraternity of our profession, upon the fact, that we are not obliged 
to hang our harps upon the willow, and yield obedience to 
infiiriated zeal or blind fiinaticism, but are permitted to bring 
to bear upon our favorite profession the highest grade of mental 
power, mechanical skill, and scientific research. The dark 
clouds of ignorance and obscurity, that have so long hung hea- 
vily over our cmft, are now vanishing away, and the dawn of 
brighter days are smiling upon us, and already do we find oar- 
selves reposing in the confidence of an intelligent and liberal 
community. 
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And it now becomes our duty so to preserve and so to demean 
ourselves in our vocation, as to justify the fond hope that ere 
\png we shall be seated on the mountain's brow of science, pos-* 
sessing and enjoying a lofty pinnacle of professional fame. 

A profound knowledge of anatomy, physiology, and pathology, 
is indispensable to the practical dentist ; and he who is defi- 
cient in such knowledge, can never attain to that lofty summit 
of celebrity, to which the truly scientific mind delights to aspire. 

Every day's experience teaches the importance of forming so- 
cieties for the promotion of mutual good. The concentrated ef- 
forts of an association like this naturally lead the way to a devel- 
opment of all the attainments of our profession, giving each mem- 
ber an opportunity to profit by the skill and experience of all the 
others, whilst they serve to qualify the industrious operator, and 
to share the pleasures which advancement in the art must ne- 
cessarily afford. 

An association established for noble purposes cannot fail, if 
properly conducted, to contribute largely to the advancement of 
all its members. It is calculated to unite men of different states 
and different countries, and to cultivate friendly intercourse 
among those who might otherwise have remained at perpetual 
distance. That towering temple erected on Mount Moriah's top 
more than twenty-three hundred years ago, and on which no 
sound of axe, hammer, or other tool of iron, was heard, never 
could have been completed, without the united efforts of master 
builders ; for it is as necessary to have union to support, as wis- 
dom to contrive, in accomplishing and sustaining any noble en- 
terprise. In all ages of the world, more good has been done by 
well regulated societies than possibly could have been done by 
persons acting in an individual capacity. We see in those bar- 
barous countries, upon which the light of science has never 
dawned, and where civilisation remains yet unknown, that so- 
cieties are never formed, either for the purpose of improving the 
mind, or in any respect bettering the condition of man. Hence, 
we find that for the last four thousand years, the inhabitants of 
those regions have made no more improvements even in the con- 
struction of their own domicils, than have the beaver, the otter, 
or the stork of Uie forest 
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How important then is an association like this of ours. Here 
the accomplished teacher of our art points out objects worthy the 
attention of its members, and directs their minds to the path that 
leads to fame. Here the young practitioner is inspired with a 
becoming zeal to do honor to the profession of his choice, to be- 
come a useful member of society, and to adorn the circle in which 
he moves. Although from an early period in the history of dis- 
eases incident to the human teeth and gums, very many able 
works have been written, and many scientific investigations and 
experiments have been made, by ingenious and pre-eminent gen- 
tlemen, who have been regarded as stars in the galaxy of the pro- 
fession of dental surgery, yet more truly valuable improvements 
and discoveries have been made within the last twenty years, 
than had been previously brought to light from time immemo- 
rial; and your speaker, who now addresses you, would here re- 
mark, that he has recently added one more link to the long chain 
of improvements that have been made in connection with our 
profession. Which is that of restoring the form of the face to its 
original fullness, in cases where the cheeks have fallen in, in 
consequence of the loss of the teeth, absorption of the alveolar 
processes, wasting of the flesh or loss of the maxillary bones, 
which is done by means of gold or other attachments to the teeth 
in such a manner as to give just that form to the face that may 
be desired, thereby changing the thin lank and deeply furrowed 
contour of the cheeks to a smooth, plump, and beautiful form. 

Having tested fully the practicability of this improvement, I 
most respectfully submit it to the consideration of this associa- 
tion. Though the task of acquiring a thorough knowledge of 
the dental art may be irksome to the inexperienced, yet perse- 
verance and close application will remove each difficulty as it 
occurs; and at every step he advances, new and pleasing dis- 
coveries open to his view, and additional pleasures will attend 
all his researches, and impress more and more strongly on the 
mind the importance of attaining a high degree of eminence in 
his profession. Although he may meet with obstructions on his 
way to the portals of usefulness and of fame, and although he 
may sometimes meet with momentary disappointment, yet he 
must not suffer his timidity to deter or. discourage him^ but he 
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must press forward until he becomes more than conqueror, over 
all the obstacles that oppose him. And yet, he must not expect 
to be wrapt in clouds of glory, nor suffer his senses to be over- 
whelmed by a fancy that peals of thundering applause are espe- 
cially held in reserve to gratify his vanity, but he must pass on 
to the highest attainments in his power, and the highest honors 
that he may have merited will he conferred upon him. By a 
proper discharge of his duties in all things, he may enjoy a repu- 
tation more honorable than the diadems of kings or the pearls of 
princes can confer. 

The science of dentistry is a fruitful one; and although the 
operator should be completely master of his business, and should 
be capable of illustrating and elucidating its principles in an in- 
teresting and forcible manner, yet he is not confined to any set 
forms or rules of action, but in his modus operandi must be go- 
verned by the circumstances surrounding the cases to which his 
attention may be directed. 

I have spoken of perseverance as being essential to the sur- 
geon dentist, for without it, nothing great, noble, or extensively 
useful has ever been accomplished. It was this feature in the 
character of Tubal Cain that enabled him to become the first suc- 
cessful artificer in brass and iron, and to lay the foundations of 
almost all the useful mechanic arts. It was perseverance, cou- 
pled with energy and enterprise, that enabled righteous Noah to 
construct that ark of safety which was permitted to float on the 
rolling waves of a universal deluge; and thereby preserved him, 
his family, and all that he took with him, from the destructive 
waters which covered the whole surface of the earth. With what 
perseverance did the Chaldean shepherds, with whom the sci- 
ence of astronomy originated, pursue their researches and obser- 
vations, in reference to the positions, relative distances, and mo- 
tions of the heavenly bodies. And surely the Egyptians, who 
discovered the fundamental principles of geometry, and reduced 
it to a science, the importance of which has been realized by all 
the civilized nations of the earth, could never have succeeded 
without the most unflinching perseverance, and indefatigable 
exertion. So with the five beautifiil orders of architecture, which 
have remained for centuries without any improvement; and 
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which have contributed so much to the comfort and convenience 
of man, and at the same time serving as ornaments throughout 
all the enlightened portions of the globe. 

Surely such perfection in art could never have been attained 
without the most untiring energy and patient investigation. 
The same may be said of all the other arts and sciences, as well * 
as of all the other discoveries that have been made, and that have 
a tendency to improve the condition or promote the happiness of 
man. What but perseverance, combined with boldness and en- 
ergy, enabled Charles the Seventh to break down the whole feu- 
dal system ; the prevalence of which for the space of four hun- 
dred years, filled Europe with more atrocities than was ever 
known during any other period in the annals of that country. 
He not only checked the licentiousness of the barons, but he 
crushed the power of the nobles, and reduced them to order and 
obedience. The objects at which he aimed were to establish a 
corrective of disposition, and to support the weak, protect the 
oppressed, to refine the rude, to avenge wrongs, to maintain the 
rights of all, and especially to defend the purity of the lovelier 
sex. But for the spirit of enterprise and perseverance, this hap- 
py and highly cultivated country, through which we can now 
travel with such velocity and ease, and in which there are so 
many magnificent temples erected and dedicated to the Most 
High, and in which are so many stately mansions constructed 
for the safety and comfort of man, would to this day have been 
a dark and howling wilderness, inhabited only by the untamed 
savage and the wild beasts of the forest. But for that spirit, the 
thousands of ships, which now ride sternly over the bounding 
billows of oceans, seas, and lakes, would never have been put in 
motion or even constructed. Nor would the government of this 
our native land, have been wrested fix)m the power of despotism, 
but the people would to this day have been the subjects of mon- 
archy, or reduced to a state of barbarism, anarchy and confusion. 
And for this spirit are we indebted for almost all the jop that 
sweeten life, as well as for that lofly position which distinguishes 
man from the lower orders of creation. 

1 have thus strongly, and with anxious solicitude, uiged the 
necessity of deep and persevering research in the science of our 
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profession, because I feel sure that hitherto much less attention 
has been bestowed upon it than its importance demands. 

The practical and judicious dentist will often have his atten- 
tion directed to diseases which are intimately connected with 
his profession, and yet not confined exclusively to the teeth and 
gums, such as diseased antrum ; bony tumors, which are some- 
times attached to the bones of the &ce ; deranged arch of the 
mouth, contractions of the cheeks, diseased or absent palate, va- 
rious forms of exostosis, haemorrhage, &c., &c. ; all of which go 
to show the importance of a thorough knowledge of the physi- 
ology, pathology and anatomy, not only of the mouth and face, 
but all the other parts connected therewith. 

The dentist should not only qualify himself for operating suc- 
cessfully, but should also cultivate a gentlemanly deportment, 
preserve a reasonable degree of dignity, and manifest a becom- 
ing sympathy for his suffering patients. He should exhibit no 
signs of fear or alarm in their presence, but be sure that he is 
adequate to the task imposed upon him, and then proceed with 
boldness and precision to the execution of whatever is proper for 
him to do. By strictly observing these rules, he will generally 
avoid material error, and suffer but little from disappointment 
In all his professional duties, it will be incumbent upon him to 
be governed by that high sense of honor, delicate sensibility, and 
friendly feeling, that are calculated to secure the implicit confi- 
dence of all who may have entertained a favorable opinion of his 
skill and integrity. By securing the entire confidence of his 
patients, the dentist is enabled to hold in check that timidity 
which is often much to be dreaded, always unpleasant, and 
which frequently serves to defeat the designs of the operator. 
He should always remember never to express the least doubt, in 
the hearing of his patient, as to the result of any practical opera- 
tion which he is about to perform. 

It seems to have been ordained, that man should be the chan- 
nel through which good should be conveyed to his fellow-man, 
hence the necessity of organised societies like this ; and here let 
me remark, that every member of this association ought to con- 
sider himself bound by honor to preserve unsullied his own rep- 
utation, and to his utmost ability, that of each member of the so- 
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ciety. If he wishes to secui^e for himself an honorable reputa- 
tion, he must first possess the qualifications already described } 
and, secondly, he must ever cherish the remembrance of that 
connecting link between divinity and humanity — I mean that 
noblest of virtues, which is charity ^ and which is a perpetual 
current of good, extended to all mankind, but more especial- 
ly towards the children of sorrow, want and pain. Although 
he is not required to extend his benevolence so far as to adorn 
or decorate those who are unable to remunerate him, yet no pe- 
cuniary consideration should ever induce him to withhold his 
aid from suffering humanity; but his professional duties, as con- 
nected with the healing art, should excite and awaken all the 
noble affections of the human heart, and call into exercise all 
those principles and actions that are calculated to mitigate the 
sorrows, assuage the griefs, and relieve the afS^ictions of his fel- 
low mortals, at least as far as he can consistently, for there are 
many who have been driven by the cruel winds of adversity 
fix)m the fairest prospects of prosperity and plenty into the depths 
of poverty, want and despair, and over whom the clouds of mis- 
fortune have long seemed to hold dominion, and whose dreams 
of delight are forgotten, and who, at the same time, are writhing 
with pains that baffle description ; and shall the avarice of any 
one of our profession lift her supercilious brow above such 
scenes, or behold them with indifference, and prefer to be influ- 
enced by the cringing flattery of knaves, who only aim to touch 
his vanity or tickle his folly? And yet such scenes as are above 
described are frequently witnessed by those whose attention is 
exclusively devoted to the relief of the afflicted. What a noble 
example of this spirit was presented to us yesterday by Dr. 
Townsand, in the character of that great and good man. Dr. 
Hudson. Such examples are worthy of all commendation. Let 
that virtue which charity inculcates, that shines refulgent on the 
mind, and that is as luminous as the meridian sun, and that 
virtue which enlivens the heart and converts coldness and indif- 
ference into warm sympathy and cordial affection, be our polar 
star during our whole pilgrimage through this uncertain world 
of care, of joy, and of sorrow. 
The science of dental surgery is yet &r from being perfectly 
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known or understood at the present day ; but many of its ele- 
mentary truths, and fundamental principles, are yet floating on 
the broad ocean of human knowledge, and it is ardently hoped 
that some master minds of this association will collect them to- 
gether, and rear upon them a scientific structure not inferior to 
any ever formed in the wisdom of man. 

Theories will sometimes be urged, that will, when fairly tested, 
prove vain and useless. Other theories will be presented and 
rejected by many, because they appear not to be in conformity 
with some pre-conceived notions of truth ; but let every hypoth- 
esis, not known to be palpably opposed to truth, lead to a close 
investigation ; and he who reasons well, investigates thoroughly, 
and employs his mind and his hands industriously, may feel an 
assurance that he, in his profession, is marching forward to cer- 
tain conquest, and that the lofty objects of his ambition will be 
finally realized. I think there is now very much to encourage 
expectation, and to give increased activity to the enterprising 
members of this association, for we inhabit a country where the 
human mind can avail itself of its full strength, and where many 
of the useful arts have been invented, and many more improved 
— where commerce and intercourse are &cilitated by seas, lakes, 
rivers, canals, railways and turnpike roads, and where intel- 
ligence is speedily conveyed. We live, too, in a country that 
may be regarded as an immense treasury of nature, producing 
most of the mines, minerals, and other materials necessary for 
the prosecution of our art, together with all the other productions 
of earth necessary for the support of man. Here are presented 
to us the most magnificent spectacles of attraction, and the most 
lofty munificence that the world ever knew, and which are cal- 
culated to impregnate the mind with enterprise, and the highest 
possible sense of love and of gratitude. And here our wants are 
supplied by a boundless plenty ; here are exhilirating benedic- 
tions bestowed upon us, to cheer our hearts, employ our thoughts, 
improve our intellectual powers, and finally lead us forward to 
greatness, to goodness, and to fame.. 

And shall we, with all these advantages, permit ourselves to 
become drones in the hive of nature, or, through indolence or 
apathy, allow our profession to suffer disgrace, or ourselves to 
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relax into a state of insignificance, wantonness and folly ? The 
object of our pursuit is magnanimous, it is noble — it is to relieve 
and comfort the afiiicted, to inculcate social affections, sweeten 
temporal enjoyments, remove disquietude, and strengthen the 
common bands of harmony and of interest How cautious then 
ought we to be in the admission of members into our associa- 
tion. Although we want no specimens of nobility amongst 
us, yet we wish to see bright stars in our ranks — men distin- 
guished for their high attainments, for their noble qualities of 
soul, and for every virtue which can give dignity to the human 
character; in short we want such men as nature has made noble, 
and such as are disposed to improve their stock of knowledge by 
every opportunity afforded them. We want such men as can 
reciprocate the sentiments and emotions of their brethren, and 
mingle in the enjoyments which occasions like this furnish. We 
want men of clear heads and pure hearts, of real worth, unosten- 
tatious, endeavoring to appear just what they really are, entirely 
above the litdeness of wishing to render themselves conspicu- 
ous without merit Let our association be composed of such 
men, and all the standard bearers of scepticism cannot shake our 
constancy or defeat our aims. 

Finally, brethren, let our abiding motto be, onward in the 
march of improvement — onward in the march of science, inven- 
tion, skill, perseverance, enterprise, and above all, the faithful 
discharge of all our solemn obligations. 



ARTICLE V. 

Dissertation on the State of the Dental Profession, and Dental 
EmpiricisTn. Delivered before the American Society of Den- 
tal Surgeons, at their Sixth Annual Meeting, held in the City 
of New York, August, 1845. By James Taylor, D. D. S. 

Mr. President, and Gentlemen 

(ftlie American Society of Dental Surgeons: 

I CANNOT find language to express the gratification I derive 
from meeting so many of my professional brethren on this occa- 
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sion. At any time, and under any circumstances whateyer, an 
interview with those identified in pursuit, in feeling and interest, 
should be agreeable. What then should be our feelings, when 
thus, from all parts of our common country, we have assembled 
on an occasion like the present? and when the great object of 
our meeting together, is not only to form and renew acquaint- 
ance, to exchange views on scientific subjects, but also to do 
all in our power to advance, on a sure and firm basis, that par- 
ticular branch of science in which we have embarked our 
enei^ies, time and talents. 

The pleasure of beholding, for the first time in my life, this 
great and growing city, has been rendered doubly interesting 
to me, because I, for the first time, also, meet with many of those 
whose names rush to memory's entablature, whenever early 
recollections — ^the bright spots of our existence — are dwelt upon. 

This pleasure is also heightened by the fact, that I can now, 
by my presence, signify the deep interest I now feel, and have 
always feU^ in the objects of this association. If you of the east 
can enjoy this rich interview of kindred feeling and professional 
courtesy, he who hails firom the west has full as much to make 
it pleasant and agreeable, for he not only enjoys the same inter- 
course of thought and sentiment, but he forms acquaintance 
with those who have long been advancing up the hill of dental 
science, and who, firom their kind demeanor on this occasion, 
appear not disposed to retard the onward progress of their 
brethren. 

When I take a retrospect of the past, I can scarcely realise my 
present position. Time is certainly, in ,its rapid and fleeting 
course, stamping, with unerring accuracy, on all around us, 
change ! change ! The modes of travel change ; steam cars, in 
their rapid flight, scarce allow a peep at the magnificent peaks 
of the AUeghanies — space is annihilated, and the Queen City of 
the West and the Emporium of the East are fast approaching; 
the great magnets fixed at both extremes, have, by the revolu- 
tion of time, been brought to bear on each other : how soon the 
electric current may be so established, that we, like telegraphic 
despatches, may be made to pass ftom one pole to the other, I 
would scarce dare prophecy. 
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While thus around us changers stamped on the improvements 
of the age, this meeting reminds me that a change has come 
over the "spirit of our dream." Social intercourse is enlarged, 
the contracted, selfish feeling, which struggles to conceal all for 
its own benefit, is &st giving way to a more enlightened spirit; 
and, perhaps, in no profession has a greater change taken place, 
in this respect, than ours. Let us hope that this spirit will 
extend, until all shall vie with each other in disseminating the 
greatest amount of useful knowledge — until, at least in dentistry, 
none shall claim to alone possess the great secret of our art — 
until true merit alone shall claim its just reward ; and all feeling 
of envy be swallowed up in the great efibrt to elevate the 
standard of dental excellence. 

Was it appropriate on the present occasion, I might draw a 
pleasing contrast on the spirit which characterises the intercourse 
of the dental profession now and eighteen years ago : one was 
stricdy the age of secret mystery, when not only knowledge 
was in danger of being feloniously taken, but dental instruments 
were considered really in danger of changing ownership, or 
imparting some usefiil knowledge. The other is an age of 
generous liberality, as this meeting, the kind hospitality which 
has met me at every turn of my journey, the readiness which 
has every where been displayed by my professional brethren, 
to exhibit their instruments and explain their mode of operating, 
abundantly prove. 

Has not this association been instrumental in bringing about 
this change? where else can we look for a cause exerting so 
powerful an influence 7 True, all has not yet^been accomplish- 
ed — ^many errors yet prevail ; yes, errors which never could be 
remedied single-handed, but which require united action, co- 
operative energy and mutual efibrt Observation, since the for- 
mation of this society, impels me to make one remark, while on 
this subject, which is, that during the last few years, where I 
have met with a churlish, unsocial and illiberal dentist, he has 
not been an active member of this or any other dental association, 
for any length of time. I do not say that all who thus hold 
themselves aloof firom the efibrts now making to elevate dental 
science, are churlish and illiberal; some good operators, I doubt 
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not, thus refuse to act, because they think no good can be 
effected; yet I do think, were they to observe the change 
already alluded to, that light would burst upon their vision, and 
they would behold our dental bark not so poorly manned as they 
imagine. I scarce can think that any worthy of the name of 
dentist are afraid of the strongest light of the meridian sun ; 
many I know there are, claiming that appellation, who grope 
their way in dark and benighted paths, and are afraid that light 
will burst upon them, and expose all their deformity. I hope 
soon to see this number diminish, and all who view our vessel 
too rotten for repair, utterly desert her; we want no such 
hangers on to the sides of our craft, to disgrace her beautiful pro- 
portions, for she is a noble vessel, fit for any sea, safe in any 
storm, none too good to grace her decks, the noblest can find an 
honorable berth aboard, and rest secure beneath her outspread 
sails. What vessel rides more gallantly the onward wave to 
greatness ; although often manned by an inexperienced crew, 
she fidters not in her course ; she has weathered storms from 
without and storms from within— the indiscreet blows of friends, 
and the insidious attacks of traitorous foes — yet with all these 
drawbacks, her fame is advancing, her utility increasing, and her 
worth more and more appreciated. What, let me ask, might 
have been her destiny, if always only a worthy crew had been 
aboard, and at her helm none but those worthy of so great an 
honor. 

Dental science, thus trammelled and fettered by a host of 
unworthy pretenders, has continued to advance in importance, 
until her services have become indispensable to the health and 
comfort of nine-tenths of the community. Why, Mr. President, 
let me ask, do not all these avail themselves of the benefits to 
be derived from dental operations? The cause of dental science, 
our interest, and the public good, require that this question 
should be properly answered. Perhaps a few moments can be 
as well spent in investigating the cause, as in any other way. 

What, then, is the cause? I answer, want of faith ; and this 
want of fidth is produced by the many imperfect and unskilfiil 
operations which disgrace our profession. I ask not for that 
mustanl seed of fidth necessary to remove a mountain, but sim- 
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ply that faith which is founded on the evidence of things seen, 
and less than is necessary to believe that every pretender it 
equally qualified with the most skilful, to discharge the duties 
of the profession — less than would induce a belief in the dental 
ligament, or that all dental operations can be effectual without 
producing any pain — only that faith which must believe that 
skill and care are necessary to preserve the dental organs. I 
take it for granted, that there is enough of that which is good, 
daily seen as the result of dental practice, to produce that fiiith 
in the mind of every careful observer. But we must recollect 
that one failure produces a greater impression than a dozen suc- 
cessful operations : a hundred cases might be given to illustrate 
this ; one case shall suffice. A village is visited by a dealer in 
dental notions — one of your real knowing chaps, who would not 
deign to spend more than three or four weeks in acquiring any 
profession : his first case is an aching tooth ; this he plugs, in« 
stead of extracting ; the pain is increased, and the whole village 
sees the swollen, distorted countenance of their neighbor, and 
he, in his agony, exclaims, "it is the last tooth I'll ever have 
plugged ; away with your dentistry, it is a humbug.'' Not one 
effort has been made to ascertain the qualifications of the opera- 
tor, or the cause why the operation should not be of service, but 
the whole profession is viewed as being on a par with this poor 
ignoramus ; perhaps a hundred teeth, plugged so as to be effec* 
tually preserved, would not, in one year, counteract the effects 
of this bad operation. 

But I take it, there are a great many reasons which operate 
to produce this want of faith, and indeed they are, in many 
places, formidable .ones, for scarce a countervailing evidence ex- 
ists, to eradicate the influence exerted by bad operations. Yet 
I think that all can be satisfactorily explained and accounted 
for, when we take into consideration the many errors which pre- 
vail in relation to dentistry. Let us, then, take, a hasty glance 
at some of these errors, and, if possible, arrive at a remedy. I 
know not that these errors are as numerous in the east as in the 
west, yet I doubt not you have much error to contend with, 
more than is in any way desirable in practice ; I shall speakf 
however, mors in reference to the actual state of things in th« 
west 
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I think I have somewhere seen a book, styled every man his 
own doctor. How often do we see this principle acted upon, by 
those who have never studied medicine. They are continually 
attempting to doctor themselves, while those who have studied 
most, scarcely ever do so in dentistry. Scarce a sufferer from 
decayed teeth or toothache, but has a remedy for both. They 
can trace the cause of decay from one stage to another — point 
out the phenomena of disease — dilate largely on the sharp, the 
dull, the heavy and the jumping toothache — tell terrible tales 
of swelling and bursting of the teeth— and wind up with the 
perfect charm-like effect of their remedy. In their theorising, 
they entirely forget the natural law of cause and effect, the laws 
of chemical affinity, and the difference between the dead and 
living tissue ; all this matters not, however, to them — their happy 
state of ignorance shields them from any mortification which 
they might otherwise endure. 

An accurate history of all the nostrums which have been re- 
commended for the cure of toothache alone, would fill volumes, 
and unfold a mass of ignorance and superstition, perfectly hu- 
miliating to look upon. Superstition is too deeply rooted, and 
has too strong a bold on the feelings and prejudices of the mass 
of mankind, to be eradicated, in the natural advance of science, 
in one or two generations ; nothing but the continued dissemi* 
nation of truth, yea! all potent truth, before which error must 
vanish, can ever affect this great object. Medical science, in all 
its various departments, lay for centuries enveloped in the mantle 
of superstition; the labored researches of the great and wise 
have done much to cast off this garment of shame ; and the study 
of man, the great masterpiece of a wondrous creation, in all his 
varied organization, with all the phenomena of healthy and dis- 
eased action, has become — save one — the most important which 
can engage our attention. How important, then, that this study 
be stripped of all the errors which naturally retard the advance- 
ment of science, and that the mind remain perfectly untrammel- 
led in the reception of that truth which shall be elicited in our 
investigations. 

I might name a fondness for that which is marvellous, as one 
of the errors which prevail to an alarming extent ; this induces 
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a susceptibility to a disease, with us called humbug, an epi- 
demic, (if I may so define it,) which has prevailed for a long 
time, and, although generally not very fatal of itself, yet lays 
the system liable to more serious forms of disease, which often 
terminate in death. The patient, laboring under this disease 
regards but little the dictates of sound reason, but rather, like 
the inebriate with his bowl, becomes fond of it, and, notwith* 
standing all he suffers, as soon as convalescent, exposes himself 
to a relapse. But as this is more a disease than an error^ 1 will 
resume the direct subject of my address. 

The first error I shall notice, is more particularly confined to 
our profession. It is an impression that it requires no study, 
and but little mechanical education, to prepare the student for 
the practice of dentistry ; the great desideratum appears to be 
mechanical genius. Perhaps, of all the errors which operate 
against the advancement of dental science, this is the most ap- 
palling ; for, so long as this notion prevails, young men will not 
devote that time and study which is important in the preparation 
for practice. This error is sustained, too, by many who have 
acquired some reputation as dentists; who forget or disregard 
the honor and interest of their profession, for the sake of a small 
fee, and, to be consistent, labor to make their students believe 
they are adepts in the dental art 

Thus after laboring hard for years to arrive at the eminence 
they have attained, they go to work and do all in their power, in- 
directly, to demolish the superstructure they have sought to erect 
This is no idle imagination, for it occurs daily around us, and the 
country is flooded with dentists of a few weeks' preparation. 
These again take students ; and not knowing quite as much as 
their preceptor, and perhaps having an exalted opinion of their 
talents for teaching, or feeling that two or three weeks is suffi- 
cient to learn what they know, they at once establish this as the 
term of tuition. So long as this continues, our profession will 
never be deficient in the niunber who claim to compose the fira- 
ternity. 

You are met at every turn with the assertion that any man 
can plug a tooth. Neighbor such-and-such»an-one extracts 
teeth ; and by-the-by he pulls well too, for he holds on with a 
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death grip, and pulled me three times around the room, and 
broke my jaw too, but he brought the tooth. This is the esti- 
mate many place on dental operations, and is often induced by 
that utter disregard of correct principles shown by many who 
claim to be dentists. The operation for cataract is a nice and 
delicate operation ; no one would think of employing an incom- 
petent occulist to operate on his eye — ^yet 1 venture to assert, that 
any young man of ordinary talent can sooner learn to excel in 
that operation, than in the plugging or even extracting of teeth. 
Let us then take the treatment of all opthalmic diseases, and 
make a distinct profession of it, as it really is. 

Who would think of going into the olSSce of an occulist, and 
learning his trcide^ as they call it, in a few weeks? Am I told, 
however, that this is not a just comparison. Why not? The 
operations strictly dental are more numerous, tedious, and diffi- 
cult to perform than those properly opthalmic. But, says one, the 
diseases of the eye require medical treatment, and this cannot be 
done without a proper medical knowledge. I admit all this. 
But are not the dental organs also subject to disease, and equally 
require medical treatment? There is only this difference — ^we 
have thirty-two teeth and only two eyes, and, unfortunately for 
dentistry, the thirty-two teeth can be more easily parted with 
than the two eyes. A man will make some effort to preserve his 
organs of vision; when, at the same time, he will regard it as 
wrong — ^yes, as positively sinful, to attempt to preserve his organs 
of mastication. Both constitute an important part of the system 
<— both are. subject to disease, which exerts directly or sympa- 
thetically an influence on the general organization — each per- 
forms an important function, which cannot be dispensed with 
without curtailing the pleasure or endangering the health of an 
individual. 

I never could find out what the teeth had done that they 
should be so neglected. Some appear to dislike the idea of hav- 
ing any thing as a part of their system of so hard a texture, for, 
from the earliest period of life, they studiously avoid all effort to 
preserve them. They take some care of their ftce and hands, 
but their teeth — O they must take care of themselves. Hence 
they soon fidl a prey to utter negligence. 
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If diseases of the eye affect the general system, and show the 
importance of a knowledge of that system, the diseases of the 
teeth exert equally as pernicious an effect, and demonstrate the 
same fact. Indeed far more injury is caused to the general con- 
stitution by dental irritation than by all the opthalmic diseases 
which prevail — disease of the latter is often induced by disease 
of the former; hundreds, perhaps thousands, suffer from dental 
disease where one suffers from disease of the eye. If the rela- 
tive merits of any profession was valued by the amount of ben- 
efit derived from it, none would hold a more important rank in 
the estimation of the public than that of dentistry. Every year 
I am more and more convinced, that the influence of dental irri- 
tation on the system, and the effect thus produced on other dia- 
eases which c^ect that system^ is not, by any means, properly 
appreciated. 

One of our most celebrated western occulists has become so 
well convinced of this fact, that almost invariably he examines 
the condition of the mouth before any general course of treat- 
ment is adopted. He contends, very properly, that all cause of 
irritation must be removed, before any permanent benefit can be 
expected from the use of medicine. The importance of this will 
be easily appreciated, when we recollect that the fifth pair of 
nerves, or trifacial, sends off at the ganglion of Cesser three 
branches — one to the eye, and one each to the superior and in- 
ferior maxillary bones. Thus distributing to the eye, teeth, 
tongue, and, indeed, the entire fiice, an expansion of nerves inti- 
mately connected, and sympathising with each other in every 
attack of disease. 

Another error which I shall notice, and which prevails to a 
considerable extent, is, that cheap materials will answer as well, 
and preserve the teeth as long as pure gold. 

Unfortunately, this error also receives countenance firom many 
who claim to be dentists. Cases do occasionally occur when a 
cheaper material than gold may be used without any censure to 
the dentist, but never when recommended as equal. Many per- 
sons, not able to have their teeth filled with gold, would do well 
to have them stopped with tin. But there are otlier materialf 
which, notwithstanding the great efforts of this society, and I 
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believe well informed dentists everywhere, to prevent being used 
in the plugging of teeth, yet is used, and recommended by hun- 
dreds ; I allude to mineral paste. It appears, that of late a regu- 
lar itinerating business of paste-stuffing has sprung up through* 
out the length and breadth of this land. Go where you will, 
and whatever town or village you may enter, there you will find 
the track of this pestilence. Scarce a neighborhood but has been 
dosed with the royal succedaneum, and have suffered, and are 
still suffering Ifrom its pernicious effects. The very able report 
by Dr. Westcott, published in the fourth volume of the <^ Ameri- 
can Journal and Library of Dental Science," preclude the neces- 
sity of saying much on this subject. The '^Mississippi Valley 
Association of Dental Surgeons," at their organization last Au- 
gust, seeing the extent of this evil, and feeling the importance of 
expressing an opinion on the subject, passed, unanimously, the 
following resolution : 

^^JResolved^ That we consider the use of all mineral paste, or 
other paste, in the plugging of teeth, as unprofessional and highly 
injurious, and that we will neither use it, nor countenance its 
use by others." 

That a paste may ultimately be made, other than a compound 
of minerals, which may answer the purpose, I am not able to de- 
termine. When this does take place, and it answers the great 
purpose of preserving the teeth, I shall, for one, hail it as an epoch 
in dentistry, which will soon mark with perfection our art Let 
this be accomplished, and so made as to adhere to the tooth, 
possessing proper color, and capable of being enamelled, and it 
would lead to results in our profession scarce less than the intro* 
duction of steam on our mighty waters. The pure gold is an 
article, however, which possesses all the requisite qualities for 
the plugging of teeth which we may expect from any mineral 
substance, and when properly used, must meet every reasonable 
expectation of the patient. 

But, Mr. President, there are not only errors in relation to the 
use of materials for the filling of 'teeth, but errors also prevail in 
fdation to the utility of certain operations, one of which I shall 
pefticularly notice. One tells us his teeth were rained by the 
nee of the file, another by cleaning, and the third lays it all on 



48 T A TLOR on the State of tlvt Denial Profession^ [Sept. 

the use of calomel. That teeth may be injured by all these 
methods, I am free to confess ; but not to that extent, or in the 
manner generally supposed. Let us first examine the objections 
to the use of the file, and see if they are well founded. 

In using the file, the first object to be attained is the separa- 
tion of the teeth, so as to expose the decayed surface. I take it 
for granted that no man is so fond of this operation as to file 
apart sound teeth. It would be just as rational to take medicine 
when well, to prevent sickness. But there is a disease, and our 
object is to get rid of it, and at the same time, as much as possi- 
ble, prevent its recurrence. I know of but two ways to effect 
this — one by plugging, and the other by filing and removing the 
disease with such other instruments as are useful for that pur- 
pose. When the teeth can be filled, this, of course, is the ope- 
ration which should be performed. But there are cases where 
this is impracticable, and here I contend, the use of the file is 
proper. It is also almost indispensable in the preparation of 
teeth decayed between, for plugging; and here, perhaps, more 
such operations fail because of the inefficient use of the file than 
from any other cause — for the cavity must be well exposed, or 
it cannot be properly filled. But the question recurs — will the 
removal of the decayed part (when not sufficiently deep to ad- 
mit of a plug) arrest the further progress of the disease ? I con- 
ceive the presence of a cavity in a tooth, whether firom decay 
or otherwise, always exposes the part to the causes which bring 
on decay ; hence, we find, that in the natural indentations and 
depressions of the teeth, disease generally first seats itself. This 
indeed forms the very basis of the present generally received 
theory of decay. Experience, however, proves beyond a doubt 
the utility of tfiis operation. Hundreds of cases can be seen 
in almost every city, where teeth have thus been preserved for 
twenty, thirty, and even fifty years. But, says the objector, you 
file away the sound part of the tooth. In reply, I say, I file in 
DO farther than the disease has penetrated, and remove that part 
only which can never preserve the tooth ; but which, indeed, 
retains, as it were, the disease, and gives it opportunity to act on 
the sound part of that organ. The portion of the tooth removed, 
other than that already decomposed, is the enamel, which had 
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oiice covered healthy bone. This diseased mass now requires 
no such covering, except, indeed, to retain the agent which 
promotes the decay. I cannot conceive any action of the file 
which would aggravate the disease already existing. If the ac- 
tion of the decayed portion of the tooth is more pernicious to the 
living substance than the air we breathe, and the fluids of the 
mouth, it is certainly important that it should be removed. 
Whether we consider this disease a caries or gangrene, or what- 
ever term we may use to designate it, it is, at least, the destruc- 
tion of the vital principle, which keeps, as it were, in a state of 
cohesion the bony structure. The vitality may be destroyed in 
the tooth, and yet this cohesion remain ; yet this is always more 
or less destroyed where decay takes place. 

The surgeon hesitates not to remove with his knife a cancer- 
ous tumor; and, although seated in that part of the system pos- 
sessing, more or less, the power of recuperation, yet experience 
has shown that the most certain and effectual method of cure is 
the entire extirpation of the disease. He, therefore, cuts not off 
merely the surface of the disease, and leaves the vis medicatrix 
naturae to accomplish the balance — no ! he boldly cuts down, and 
aims at the entire removal of the dangerous disease. Thus 
would I act if I wished to arrest the decay of the teeth by the 
use of the file. When thus used, and at the proper time, a more 
effectual method of preserving the teeth is not within our reach. 

I shall not attempt to describe the method of using the file, 
lor I am merely speaking of those errors which prevail in rela- 
tion to dental practice, and have more particular reference to that 
prejudice which exists in the public mind on this subject There 
is no prejudice which is so often brought to bear on our opera- 
tions as this. I have known the most intelligent persons object 
to the use of the file on their children's teeth, when those of their 
children were present wliose teeth had been for years, and were 
still preserved by this operation — yes, object with this fact daily 
before them. 

An individual calls on a dentist just when his teeth have com- 
menced to decay ; the disease has only made its appearance be- 
tween the firont incisors. These he properly separates, and leaves 
the filed surfaces so that they cannot come in contact. This is 
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the last he sees of his patient for two or three years. In the 
meantime his other teeth have commenced to decay between the 
fix)nt and lateral incisors, canines, bicuspides, <kc« He lets it pro- 
gress until perhaps too far gone to be arrested by any means of 
our art. He then goes to another dentist, and wants something 
done, and has a long tale to tell of the miserable operation before 
performed, and contends it was the cause of the loss of all his 
teeth ; when at the same time the best teeth he has are the two 
that were filed. I am not merely drawing on the imagination 
for a case, but have given the history of thousands that occur. 

In 1831, 1 had the pleasure of performing a small operation for 
an intelligent young lady, near the city where I now reside. 
The operation was confined to the plugging of a, molar tooth, 
and the separation of the firont and lateral incisors, which had 
commenced to decay. Twelve years rolled around before I again 
had an opportunity of examining her teeth. I flattered myself 
that I had some hold on the kind regard of this fair lady. What 
think you was the salutation after this long absence? It was 
this — Doctor I have laid up for you a dreadful scolding — ^for at 
such a time you filed my teeth, and ruined the whole of them. 
With some hesitation, she permitted me to examine her teeth , 
and truly a lamentable devastation I witnessed. Scarce a sound 
tooth had she in her mouth — all the front teeth were gone, save 
half of the firont incisor which had been filed ; the molar, which 
I plugged, was the best tooth in her mouth ; and on inquiry, I 
found the teeth that had been filed were lost, not from that ope- 
ration, but from the disease which had attacked the adjoining 
teeth ; and this was made apparent fitom the filed half of the 
front incisor which remained ; and yet she labored under the 
belief that the separation of the two teeth had been the cause of 
the loss of all her teelh. 

This case, when properly investigated, showed the utility of 
my operation, and conclusively proves that with proper care, her 
teeth might have been preserved. The operation had accom- 
plished all that any operation of the kind could accomplish, but 
had not done all she expecte((f-^for she thought it should also 
preserve the other teeth. 

From the great number of similar cases which occur, and that 
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loo among the more intelligent, I have come to the conclusion, 
that an individual may be well informed on general subjects, 
and yet vaslly ignorant as it regards his teeth. 

This is not as it should be — for no part of the system requires 
more care to preserve, but if properly attended to, no part is more 
certain of preservation. Does it not then become us as mem- 
bers of the dental profession to change, as it were, public senti- 
ment, and diffuse that knowledge which is so essential to the 
preservation of these organs. 

The notion which prevails to some extent in relation to the 
cleaning of teeth, scarce deserves a particular notice. Some sa- 
vages think it great folly to wash their fece and hands ; they 
even plaster on a coating of oil and dirt to add beauty to their 
person and shelter themselves from the attack of gnats, and other 
insects, which abound in their country. 

Tastes you know, vary, and fashions change with the season. 
Some have a taste for dirty teeth, and like that fiishion best which 
affords least labor. At present, I shall not quarrel with such on 
this subject. 

The next error to be attended to, is that which prevails, as it 
regards the effect of calomel (the sub-muriate of mercury) on the 
teeth. Perhaps any thing when taken into the mouth, and suf- 
fered to remain sufficiently long, which has a greater affinity for 
lime than the phosphoric acid, and not in combination with a 
base, for which it has a still greater affinity, would exert its 
chemical action, and decompose, as it were, the structure of the 
tooth. None who regard the cause of decay as a local chemical 
agent would deny this — Ibr our treatment of this disease in all 
our operations is based on this hypothesis. 

There is no notion much more prevalent in the community 
than that a few doses of this medicine will bring on decay; and 
although this opinion is so often expressed, and is continually 
made to ring in the ears of every dentist, yet I have never seen 
in any of our standard dental works a thorough investigation of 
this subject. Most, indeed, pass it over in silence. Many den- 
tisits think it highly injurious, and, like sulphuric acid, should 
be laken thiough a quiU. 

I pmi that this meiUcine often does produce a disease more 
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to be dreaded than decay, yet this is generally from an improper 
use. The best gifts of a bountiful Creator are sometimes abused. 
Let us remember that reason was given us that we might use 
the bounties of Providence in a rational manner, and thus even 
make the most virulent poisons subservient to our use. 

Let us, however, first examine the chemical action of this 
agent on the teeth, when taken into the mouth. The structure 
of the teeth consists in the union of about forty-eight parts phos- 
phoric acid, and fifty-one lime, with some animal matter. Thus 
it may properly be considered a sub-phosphate of lime. It is 
this substance which forms the basis of animal bone. 

The sub-muriate of mercury contains to the 100 parts mercury, 
13.99 muriatic acid, and 4.16 oxygen ; the mercury very largely 
forming the base, which in its pure state is tasteless, and has no 
efiect whatever on the teeth, it is, therefore, only in its union 
with oxygen, and some acid, that a chemical action could be ex- 
pected ; and unless that acid should have a greater afiinity iox 
lime than the phosphoric, and the latter more affinity for the mer- 
cury than the former, no such action could take place. 

This we find to be directly the reverse, for the muriatic acid 
and mercury have a greater affinity for each other than the phos- 
phoric and the mercury, and the phosphoric acid and lime unite 
more readily than the muriatic and lime. So, according to the 
laws of chemical affinity, there is no danger of the calomel ex- 
erting an injurious effect, chemically, upon the teeth. If it was 
not for this law of affinity, the muriate of soda (common table 
salt) would be still more pernicious, for this contains, according 
to the analysis of Dr. Marcet, forty-six parts muriatic acid and 
fifty-four soda. So here is over three times as much acid in a 
given quantity of table salt, to act upon and destroy the teeth, 
as in calomel. But here again chemical affinity interposes to 
save the teeth. 

The following acids have a greater affinity for lime than the 
phosphoric, and should be used about the teeth with a great deal 
of caution — the oxalic, the sulphuric, the tartaric, and succinic ; 
and yet I have known quantities of the dilute sulphuric put up 
in bottles, and sold through the country as a wash to cleanse and 
preserve the teeth. Perhaps I may have not given the accurate 
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comparative affinities of these articles ; but, more strictly speak- 
ing, I have given the actual order of decomposition. Heat will, 
to some extent, exert an influence, and somewhat affect the ac- 
tion of acids on these bodies. What effect will the vitality of 
the teeth have in resisting the action of these agents ? or will it, 
in any measure, lay these organs more in danger of decomposi- 
tion ? I cannot think the latter. These are certainly questions, 
however, that much concern every dental practitioner ; and I 
hope will draw forth much investigation in this department of 
our science. 

But, am 1 asked, how is all this reconciled with the &ct, that 
in the analyses of the teeth, muriatic acid is used? I answer, 
that although used, it is not in connection with a base for which 
it has a greater affinity than for the lime, for if so, it would in no 
case act as a solvent on the teeth. I am sorry that I did not 
commence a series of experiments early enough to give the re- 
sult at this time. We know that the fluids of the mouth are 
frequently in a vitiated condition, sometimes produced by a dis- 
ordered stomach, and sometimes by a disordered condition of 
the mouth itself; that this vitiated condition of the saliva exerts 
an injurious effect on the teeth, perhaps none would doubt I 
hope, by repeated experiments, and a correct analysis of the sa- 
liva in a diseased and also healthy condition, to arrive at the 
cause of decay. The great difficulty in all our' experiments 
arises from the fact that they have to be made, not on the living 
but dead structure. 

The action of calomel on the system has been accounted for 
in two or three ways. There is first the mechanical hypothesis, 
contended for by Atrue, who fancied it to act by its weight, its 
divisibility and mobility, ^Uhus getting into the blood, and ren- 
dering it more fluid and fit for secretion." 

And second, there is the chemical hypothesis. Thus, Metie, 
Pressavin and Swediaur assumed, that it acted on the poison of 
some diseases as acids and alkalies on each other. Then we 
have the dynamical hypothesis ; some contending for it as a se-> 
dative — some as a tonic — ^some as a stimulant, and some as an 
alterative. Our main object, however, is to ascertain what influ- 
ence it exerts on the secretions of the mouth, and see if it can 
thereby affect the teeth. 
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According to Dr. Thompson's analysis, saliva, during mercu- 
rial salivation, contained, water 99.286, chloride of sodium 0.090, 
and the remaining fraction, mucus and albumen ; so that only 
a very small quantity of chlorine can be found in this fluid, even 
under the most favorable circumstances. In the most careful 
analysis yet made, only a very small portion has ever been de- 
tected, not more, I believe, in ^the saliva than in almost any 
other part of the system. Thus, from the best evidence we have 
on the subject, calomel does not act chemically on the teeth, 
either locally, or through the secretions of the mouth. That 
this remedy sometimes acts very powerfully on the absorbent 
system, none will deny ; and when this is the case, very inju- 
rious results may take {dace, to the dental organs, or more particu- 
larly to the periosteum and the soft parts of the mouth ; for perhaps 
there is only one period in life, when it could even then exert 
a pernicious effect on the structure of the tooth, and that would 
be while the teeth are in process of formation. According to 
Rousseau and others, inflammation in the parts concerned in thia 
process, during the development of the teeth, will show itself in 
erosions of that organ. But this only afiects that portion form- 
ed during the action of this medicine, or during the disease, and, 
consequently, salivation would only afiect that portion of the 
tooth formed during the action of this remedy. It seems very 
probable, that, during a severe salivation, the secreting vessels 
which form the teeth, can be so far divested from natural and 
healthy action, as to perform but imperfectly their appropriate 
function. This is a subject which I think yet requires a great 
deal of investigation, and is of great importance to our profession. 

I think it a very great desideratum, to know the particular 
action of all the various remedial agents on the teeth ; in this way 
alone may we expect to arrive at the true cause of decay, and also 
the proper treatment by which to prevent it. There are so many 
causes to modify or excite the action of chemical agents on the 
teeth in the mouth, which do not operate on inert matter, and 
out of the mouth, that what may affect a tooth in the mouth of 
an individual, would not out of it, and vice versa; so that, what 
would destroy a tooth out of the mouth, would, peohape, in tb# 
living system, exert no pernicious influence. 
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I did intend to hare said something on the effect of mercury 
as one of the exciting causes of that most troublesome disease, 
alveolar absorption, than which there is hone other which causes 
the dental practitioner more trouble. But I find, Mr. President, 
that to do justice to the subject would have required more time 
than I had to devote to the subject, and would occupy, of itself, 
at least one address before this society. Besides, I set out with 
the intent of speaking of the various errors which prevail in re- 
lation to dental practice ; and I find to enumerate the whole 
would make a short address, and at the same time afford a 
gloomy picture to dwell upon. 

Yet permit me, briefly, to allude to another error, which, per- 
haps, does as much as any other, to make business for the great 
numbers which crowd our profession. This is the idea that 
when the nerve is once destroyed, there is a complete relief 
thereafter to the toothache ; hence the various nostrums daily in 
use for that purpose. Perhaps there is no disease for which so 
many specifics have been discovered. Scarce an eight by ten 
sheet published in these United States, but contains one or more 
remedies for this horrible disease, generally headed, an infallible 
remedy for the toothache — an effectual cure for do. — the only 
specific ever yet offered to the public, for that distressing com- 
plaint, the toothache ; and the pain is sometimes not only to be 
relieved, but the tooth is thus to be preserved and rendered 
useful for life. 

I recollect of seeing, a few years since, in a London medical 
journal, nitric acid recommended as an effectual remedy, and it 
would not only relieve the dreadfiil pain in the tooth, but also 
arrest the further decay of the tooth. Would we be safe in re- 
commending this article as a wash to preserve the teeth ? for if 
it will arrest the decay, it will certainly prevent it This would 
at once put a stop to dental operations, and turn us all, gentle- 
men, on the world, to hunt our living in some other avocation. 
Let it not be said, that we will destroy our profession in this 
way. I hope we are all too fond of our science, to thus at once 
blot it out of existence by a bottle of nitric acid. 

It would be, perhaps, difficult to estimate the injury the public 
sustain by the use of quack nosirams for this disease ; hundreds, 
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yea thousands, sacrifice many of their best teeth, to retain a little 
longer an old root, or, what is equally bad, the shell of an old 
tooth, a fit receptacle for all the extra food to undergo decompo- 
sition in. I must confess I have no faith in odontalgic nos- 
trums. When necessary to treat this disease at all, other than 
by extraction, it should be treated according to the strict princi- 
ples of dental pathology. I know not of any subject on which 
grosser ignorance prevails, than that of toothache. Almost 
every thing, fix)m the incantations of the dental conjuror to the 
scientific passes of the animal magnetizer, has been brought into 
requisition for the cure of this disease. He who would expect 
to cure periodontitis, by the same remedy as would relieve an 
inflamed dental nerve, certainly shows very little knowledge of 
the parts involved in disease ; one is easily relieved by almost 
any remedy having the least pretensions to specific ; the other 
will not be relieved by all the nostrums which are said to never 
fail in giving relief ; one is an irritable condition of an exposed 
dental nerve, where an application can be made directly to the 
affected part ; the other is an inflamed condition of a delicate 
membrane within the alveolar socket, and beyond the reach, to 
any extent, of any local remedy we can use. One is really a 
case in which to test the puffed nostrums of the ignorant pre- 
tender; the other gives celebrity to the veriest infinitesimal 
dose of the homceopathist. On the whole catalogue of reme- 
dies, thus put forth to relieve this disease, might be written the 
celebrated inscription, which so much startled the Babylonian 
monarch, ^'Thou art weighed in the balance, and found 
wanting." 

But there are other cases often occurring, and somewhat char- 
acteristic of the age, if you please, and where no medicine is em- 
ployed, possessing this advantage over all the others. If it does 
no good, it will do no harm — a very powerful argument in the 
minds of old women. Those fine and delicate cords which con- 
vey, throughout the system, the sense of feeling, often become 
morbidly alive to every impression; they vibrate under the gen- 
tlest touch of the morning breeze. The slightest tremor sets in 
motion a discord more jarring than that produced by the fall of 
the mighty tower which confiised all language. A cloud ob- 
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scutes the sun, and refreshes the earth with the dews of heaven, 
but sends coursing on these magnetic rods a superabundant load 
of electric fluid. 

The fifth pair of nerves, with their dental branches, terminat- 
ing in a more solid structure, and less disposed to let this 'fluid 
circulate than the softer parts of the system, become, as it were, 
the galvanic battery, and set up a terrible action in the masticat- 
ing organs of poor frail humanity. Well is it for mankind that 
a calm succeeds every storm that nature, in her laws which gov- 
ern the vast machinery of this universe, seeks to restore her 
lost equilibrium. That for every positive, we have a negative 
pole; so that this all-pervading fluid soon becomes properly 
distributed throughout animate and inanimate nature. But 
should nature move too slow, and this battery keep up too long 
her shocks on the dental organs, soon (perhaps drawn hither by 
the laws of magnetic attraction) stands one of nature's regula- 
tors^ and impelled by that same mysterious power, his arms com- 
mence to move, and with the gravity of the judge, when about 
to pronounce the awfiil sentence of the law on some poor crim- 
inal, he solemnly, but gently waves ofi* the superabundant fluid. 
The nerves sink to repose beneath the downward move of this 
most potent agent ; and, as if fanned by ambrosial zephyrs, the 
patient calmly and sweetly falls into the arms of morpheus. 
Here, says one, is a remedy more eflicacious than all your drugs, 
and based on the most scientific principles which govern the 
animal economy. Truly a new era has dawned upon medical 
and dental science, and the seventh son no longer holds in his 
hands the charm by which disease and pain are held at abey- 
ance. Even he who extracts the toothache by an operation on 
the ear stands appalled ; his bloody knife drops firom his hand ; 
and soon the race of marked bipeds, like the Indians of the west, 
will disappear ftom our midst, and the magnetic doctor stand 
alone in his glory. 

In what an age we live. The sluggish onward trot of steam's 
propelling power suits not this go-ahead generation. But with 
the lightning's flash, they must press on to greatness ; beneath, 
above, around, and pressing in at every pore, an agent stands 
ready for our bidding ; as quick as thought, it carries thought 
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through illimitable space, and reports, with truthful fidelity, every 
word and sentence, with one foot on the western shore of the 
Atlantic, while with the other ready to stride the mighty ocean, 
and land with the latest news instanter in London. Scarce can 
you count the ticks which make up a moment of time, before 
the circuit of the earth is done, and at your side the Ifaithful 
messenger is ready for another journey. This all-pervading 
mighty fluid, invisible, revivifying and electric agent of Him 
who <'rides upon the whirlwind, and directs the storm ;" that 
lights with a lurid flame the ethereal space, as He who speaks 
in the mighty thunder, directs its course, yields passively to the 
guidance of enlightened science. 

In conclusion, permit me to say, that we of the west look to 
the proceedings of this society, at the present time, with more 
than ordinary interest The success of a similar organization 
with us depends, in some measure, on the proceedings of this 
society. For if the national association maintains its dignity of 
character, and encircles, within its wide expanded arms, none but 
the worthy and meritorious, the Mississippi Association will find 
it very easy to follow the example of so distinguished a body of 
brotherhood. 



ARTICLE VI. 

Is the Negro subject to Hare-lip ? 

Messrs. Editors-: 

In the last number of the ^'American Journal 
and Library of Dental Science," 6th volume, page 314, is an 
extract from the '' Western Lancet," headed by the interroga- 
tory — "Is the negro subject to hare-lip?" 

Of the thousands of negroes the author had seen in the slave 
and free states, not one, of any complexion, had hare-lip, and 
that the observation of gentlemen, who had resided years in 
slave states, with whom he had conversed, coincided with his 
own. He adds, "that in his own district, and elsewhere, the 
deformity forces itself upon him very frequently, but is exclu- 
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sively confined to the whites," and asks the question — ^^'Is this 
disparity in the races generally throughout the United States, 
and, if so, is there a philosophical reason for the difference? ' 

The inquiry is put to the profession, and their attention is re- 
spectfully solicited to it 

A circumstance occurred this morning, which very forcibly re- 
minded me of having read the article while at my brother's 
house in Baltimore, and of his asking me at the time if I had 
ever seen a negro who had hare-lip; to which, upon reflecting, 
I responded in the negative ; and but for the circumstance referred 
to, I know not how long the impression left upon my mind 
might have lasted. 

On arriving at this place, I called at the residence of Dr. 
Ridout, and, not finding him at home, left my address. 

This morning I was favored with a call at my room from the 
Doctor, and while with me, a part of his time was occupied in 
examining the Dental Journal. I soon perceived that he had 
discovered something that appeared to amuse him very much, 
and found it to be the extract alluded to. He then referred me 
to a negro woman in this city, and a negro man in the immedi- 
ate vicinity, who had hare-lip. The woman I have seen. The 
Doctor also informed me that he had seen several other negroes 
laboring under the same deformity. 

If the conclusions arrived at by the author were true, it would 
not be more strange nor difficult to account for, than that females 
are almost exclusively the subjects of bronchocele, or goitre, 
(commonly called the big neck in females,) than nevea matemi, 
or other phenomena connected with the fiimily of luses naturs, 
are occasionally to be met with. 

Since my interview with Dr. R.,1 have heard of several other, 
negroes who have hare-lip. 

Respectftilly, &c. 

JOHN HARRIS. 

AnmgHdiSj July I4/A, 1 845. 
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ARTICLE VII. 

For the following letter we are indebted to Dr. J. A. Cleve- 
land, of CharlestoDi S. C. — Eds. 

Charleston, 16/A July^ 1845. 

Early in the month of March, 1S46, 1 was requested to visit, 
professionally, a negro child about thirty months old, the proper- 
ty of Col. J. L. of our city, who was reported to have a singular 
appearance about the mouth, resembling a piece of bone grow- 
ing from and connected with the inferior maxillary» prevent- 
ing the child from mastication, and it could only eat fluids, 
and that but sparingly. I found the child in an extremely ema- 
ciated condition — having been suffering for five months \ upon 
examining it with some care, I found the bone (inferior maxilla) 
in a state of necrosisj extending from the canine tooth on the 
right side, along the whole bone on its entire aspect, to the ar- 
ticulation on the left. The anterior portion of the bone had been 
raised from its position natural, and becoming elevated as fer 
back as the ramus on the left, and its point, which was rough 
and very rugged, fixed in the soft parts on the right side of the 
corner of the mouth, and from this state of irritation an exten- 
sive and frightful ulcer was developed. The only question sug- 
gesting itself was, whether the child, in its then emaciated con- 
dition, could survive the operation ; the chances I considered as 
equal, and determined upon dilation of the soft adhering part 
within the mouth, and removing the whole mass, which was ac- 
cordingly done, and with a pair of strong curved forceps, the 
bone was seized as far back as the bend, and by a careful rotary 
motion of the hand, the disarticulation was accomplished, and 
the bone removed. Within a few days, a decided and pleasing 
improvement was observed ; and in four weeks, I was enabled 
to return the little sufieror to the country. 

It may be asked, and with propriety, what was the exciting 
cause of so frightful state of things 7 — had the child taken mer- 
cury in any of its forms ? I think I may safely say not; having 
been myself in attendance on the plantation for ten years, and 
can safely say none \ but the disease may be, and probably was 
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sui generis, or the result of some local hyperimia— the result of 
the process of dentition. 

This case settles the question definitely as to whether nature 
of herself is capable of reproducing the bony structures entirely ; 
in this case, not only the whole bone has been reproduced, but 
dentition also — being now armed with two formidable grinders. 
Should this case prove, in your view, as interesting, you can 
use it as you think proper. 

I am, dear sir, very respectfully, yours, 

E. S. BENNETT, M. D. 
To J. A. Cleveland, D. D. S., 

CAarlestafiy S. C. 
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ARTICLE VIII. 



General Items suggested by a Review of the MimUes of the Last 

Meeting. By the Syracuse Editor. 

By comparing the transactions of the American Society with 
the professed objects of this association, as set forth in the pre- 
amble to the constitution, what do find to be the result ? A su- 
perficial glance would, perhaps, decide, that few of the objects 
were gained by these meetings ; but we think that although 
they have not been as profitable to the members of the associor 
Hon as they might have been, or as they will be, when the or- 
ganization of the society is complete, and they have less call 
for warring against quacks and quackery ; yet they have been 
all that circumstances could admit of, and the result has been 
salutary, both as regards the final prospects of the society, and 
the general good which this association promises to the public. 
It could hardly be expected that the first attempt at organizing 
and conducting a national society should be faultless, yet it has 
at least served the purpose of a standard to rally under, till a more 
perfect one could be reared, and it must be confessed that this 
work of remodeling has employed the attention and time of 
this society much to the exclusion of that which might have 
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been more profitable to its members, for the time being. But it 
was as necessary to occupy the time in this way till the organ- 
ization and structure was complete, as to finish a ship before it 
was sent out to contend with the ocean's storm, and to be an in- 
strument of profit. At the outset, there seems to have been 
more regard to speed than safety ; and although it was found 
that the American Society was making headway, she was doing 
so at the risk of her own safety — ^possessed <<more sail than bal- 
last" To remedy this, has been, to a very great extent, the busi- 
ness of the last two or three meetings, and it tended very greatly 
to retard her progress in the attainment of some of her pro- 
fessed objects. But, from the great ability of the committee in 
whose hands this work of remodeling has been placed, and from 
the accumulated experience of this society, in respect to such 
laws as are safe in practice, we have great confidence to believe 
that very little time, after the close of the next annual meeting, 
need be absorbed to place this society on that firm basis which 
will stand the test of time and experience. As on the laws, 
which will doubtless be proposed by this committee, will hang 
the future well-being and success of this association, we hope 
all who feel an interest in the perpetuity of this institution will 
make the necessary sacrifice to attend the next annual meeting, 
and assist in adopting them. 

Another topic which has absorbed much of the time of these 
meetings, is the exposition and suppression of quackery — ^partic- 
ularly as exemplified in the use of amalgams for filling teeth. 
The great unanimity of feeling upon this subject, by members 
situated most remotely from each other, expressed in essays, pre* 
pared by them before leaving home, must have forcibly struck 
all who were present at the last annual meeting. It seemed as 
if they had unanimously agreed to write upon the same subject, 
and treat it in the same way^-each vieing with the other in their 
efforts to condemn it most strongly. Dr. E. Parmly, in his open- 
ing remarks, spoke upon this topic in his usual candid and for- 
cible style, reprobating it not only in general terms, but more 
particularly as connected with the American Society. Dr. P. 
was followed by Dr. J. H. Foster, who, in an opening address 
to the society, treated the same subject with an ability and earn- 
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estness calculated to force every living quack to abandon his 
way, and have rendered the prospect of a resurrection exceed- 
ingly uncomfortable to dead ones. 

The same sentiments were expressed by most of the other es- 
sayists, from different parts of the union. This subject occu- 
pied more than half of the whole session, and the grand result 
of the deliberation and action would have compensated the so- 
ciety most richly for a month's session. This species of quack- 
ery was entirely disposed of, so &r as regards the society, and 
received its death blow, as regards the public, without limit 

The unanimous vote to expel from the ranks of the society all 
who refuse to pledge themselves not to use it, and, moreover, to 
condemn it; together with the efficient measures adopted to test 
every member, and thus ^Mivide the house,'' will be hailed as 
a bright and glorious act in the history of this body in all friture 
time. 

The circular letter upon this subject, proposed by Dr. E. 
Parmly, and which has had a general circulation, will do im- 
mense good ; and for which. Dr. P. deserves the most cordial 
thanks no less of the profession than the public. 

There can be no remaining doubt that this, as a time-absorb- 
ing subject, in connection with the annual meetings, is disposed 
of, and that to the entire satisfaction of every worthy member. 

That there are other species of quackery which will hereafter 
come up for the action of the society, we have no doubt, yet we 
can safely assert, that by freeing our ranks from this queen 
becy in the quack's hive, we have accomplished very much to- 
wards the extinction of the entire swarm. To suffer any one 
subject to absorb so much time and attention as has this, at our 
annual meetings, especially to the exclusion of those more plea- 
sant and directly more profitable to the members, requires some 
good reason. This reason we have most amply in the following 
considerations : 

1st It is carrying out one of the direct, and most important, 
objects for which this association was formed. 

2d. This species of quackery may be justly regarded the em- 
bodyment of all others. No man who has so little self-respect as 
to use this amalgam, to any considerable extent, will refuse to 
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stoop to any species of quackery, which caD contribute to his 
pocket; and so far as our observation has extended, there are 
very few who have kept aloof from this^ that have adopted or 
practised any other species to any alarming extent. Strike from 
the list of practising dentists those now habitually using min- 
eral paste as an article to plug teeth, and we venture to say, that 
few, if any, would remain who could not be justly regarded good 
practitioners. We by no means intend to say by this, that if we 
were to strike out this item in the practice of those referred to, 
we should make them either honorable men or good practition- 
ers; but as we weaken public confidence in this vile deception, 
and enlighten the public mind in respect to it, we not only blot 
out this particular species of quackery, but, to a corresponding 
extent, weaken the power of these charlatans to practice this, or 
any other deceit, by pointing to them as the men who have, in 
at least one yay, imposed upon the community, and filled their 
teeth with no higher motive than filling their own pockets, and 
this regardless of consequences. 

3d. This kind of quackery presents to the uninstructed and 
unsuspecting more prima facie evidence of being worthy of con- 
fidence than any other equally dangerous. 

The public, we may say, generally judge by visible results. If 
a man professing to be qualified to plug teeth, and uses any kind 
of foil for the purpose, any lack of ability will soon be discov- 
ered, by its sudden disappearance ; this the public can see and 
appreciate, and hence such men very soon lose their ability fiir- 
ther to impose upon the community. Far fewer are able to 
judg0 of the healthy state of the mouth. When, therefore, a man 
claims that he has an article with which he can fill teeth, and 
^^which wUl not come outy^ and "which by its great hardness, ac- 
tually restores the teeth to soundness ;" and when, after the lapse, 
perhaps, of a year, these patients find sure enough it has not 
come out, they are perfectly satisfied that mineral paste is just 
the thing. These people have not discovered the fact, that in 
each of these teeth the process of decay has been and is still go- 
ing on, and that their mouths are filled with a poisonous oxyd, 
and, moreover, that the whole mouth is so disordered as to be 
past remedy. 
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If one professes to extract teeth without pain by cutting the 
dental ligament, and a patient finds that his dentist has not only 
broken his tooth, but perhaps the jaw, this delusion is soon over. 

If a dentist professes to kill nerves '* without giving pain," and 
treats an inflamed nerve to a dose of kreosote and arsenic, and 
thus confines his patient to his room a week, suffering the most 
excruciating agony, and he finally comes out with a discolored 
and ulcerated tooth, this kind of deception, if not the malady, has 
found a remedy. 

A very similar remark applies to most of the malpractices now 
in vogue. 

To say the least, most quack operations will sooner show the 
fiiult of the operator than the miserable and detestable practice 
of filling teeth with amalgam. This is, hence, the most insidi- 
ous, and requires a correspondingly greater effort to suppress it. 
In conclusion, we feel that the American Society would have 
been inexcusable, had they done less to accomplish this end ; 
nor do we believe they will be called upon to do more. Cer* 
tainly no more than to carry out the action already taken upon 
the subject. When the attention and time of the society can be 
less absorbed by these subjects, more may be devoted to the dis- 
cussion of subjects of practical interest; and firom the many that 
were presented during the last meeting, in the short time devoted 
to them, we have very much to expect, when a sufficient time is 
devoted to this field of investigation. 

By a special resolution, one entire day is, during the next 
meeting, to be devoted to the discussion of practical subjects. 

In this way, there will be elicited a great variety of facts relat- 
ing to practice, which would never be called out in any other, 
for the benefit of the mass. There are many who stand among 
our first practitianersy who would give oral description and ex- 
planations, that they could never be induced to write ; and this 
is the only way in which we can ever effect a perfect interchange 
of views upon practical subjects, and it would constitute a most 
important feature of the society. 

Some have been disposed to complain that the Journal was 
not more confined to practical matter; but it will be recollected 
that any detail of practice can be much more easily and perfectly 
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given orally, than in writing. This, on the one hand, accounts 
for the absence, in some degree, of practical matter in the Jour- 
nal, and shows the great benefit to be derived from these oral 
discussions of subjects. Another reason which may be noticed 
as also partially accounting for the comparative scarceness of 
practical matter in the Journal, is the fact, that, it being published 
by the society, and depending entirely upon voluntary contribu- 
tions, its subjects would naturally be of the kind occupying the 
attention of, and discussed by the society ; and these, as we have 
seen above, have been of a less practical nature than would be 
desirable, or than they may, and doubtless will be hereafter. 
Still we contend that it was, to some extent, necessary to pass 
over this ground to prepare the way for the future. We beg 
leave to notice in this place another feature of the Journal, of 
which some have complained. We allude to the pubhshing of 
articles (excepting bad grammar, (fcc.) as we receive them. The 
practice has been hitherto to publish all articles from contribu- 
tors, deemed worthy of publication at all, without any material 
alteration. This course has been called in question, but we may 
remark that it is a question having two sides. Unless there 
should be a review department, it is a matter of no small diffi- 
culty to analyze every article, and present only the valuable mat- 
ter. In respect to theories^ (and this constitutes the chief source 
of complaint,) it would be wholly impossible, in a journal con- 
ducted on the plan of the American Journal of Dental Science, 
to sift and criticise every theory with which the editors might 
not agree. It would result in the rejection of at least half the 
contributions received. Not only so, but we should soon be in 
want of contributors, were any man, or set of men, to take upon 
themselves the responsibility and liberty of condemning their 
productions, either in whole or in part. Nor would it always be 
certain that the critic would be more nearly in the right than the 
writer. To say the least, in order to efiect any respectful criti- 
cism, those undertaking to do so, would be under the necessity 
of making frequently a longer article than the original one. 
This the editors^ situated as they are, cannot undertake. It is, 
however, understood by all, that the pages of the Journal are 
open for any discussion, conducted in a respectful and proper 
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manner; and all are, moreover, solicited to come into the field. 
It might be desirable that every publication be divested of every 
thing not practically usefql ; but it has been found, in conduct- 
ing most publications, that this is quite impracticable. 

But suppose the editors, or a publishing committee, were to 
have and exercise the prerogative of using the scissors as much 
as they pleased, and then of declaring to the world that every 
article having passed this ordeal should be read and believed as 
it is, what would be the effect? Unless we go upon the suppo- 
sition that the reviewers, as well as the review, were perfect, the 
effect, in our judgment, would be decidedly bad. For, in that 
case, all the matter coming from this source, the student is bound 
to believe it to be perfectly prepared to his hand, ready for his 
adoption and faith. Now we hold that it is the business of the 
dentist to keep the teeth in order, that they may do their part in 
the work of digestion, but to ask us to furnish ih'd food already 
digested would be asking too much. We fear, moreover, that 
the stomach would perish for want of use. As the case now 
stands, the student does not expect to find all the matter coming 
to him through the Journal, freed fi:om all incumbrance and ob- 
jection ; he does not expect this tree, unlike all others, to pro- 
duce nuts ready cracked and freed from the shuck, but this he 
considers a work of his own. Even on the supposition that 
every theory and rule of practice could be perfect, we very much 
doubt whether the effect would be salutary. It would leave the 
mind nothing to do, save remember^ and this would be but a poor 
way to cultivate the mental faculties, and prepare them for great 
achievements. It would be a kind of reading illy calculated to 
illicit talent and greatness. EoUse theories are not without their 
good effects ; they oflen contain facts and suggestions, which, in 
other hands, have led to the most important results. True, the 
alchemist did not find the philosopher's stone, but he did lay 
the foundation for modern chemistry, which has wrought greater 
changes in the condition of man than all other sciences com- 
bined. 

Although we have occupied much more space than we in- 
tended at first, yet we can hardly forbear noticing, briefly, ano- 
ther topic which was agitated by the society at its last meeting ; 
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that of regulating dental practice by legislative enactment. Our 
own views upon this subject have been fully expressed in the 
first number of the fifth volume of the Journal of Dental Sci- 
ence, when treating upon the claims of medical science upon the 
dental student Our own observation upon this subject has not 
led us to regard laws, at least such as have been passed hitherto, 
with much confidence, in the way of protecting either the pro- 
fession or the public. This observation we regard too true, even 
as applied to the medical profession, when the chances for good 
results are far greater than they can be, as applied to the dental 
profession. 

The great difficulty in making any law available, arises from 
the fact that it cannot be faithfully executed, for it is impossible 
for law to fix a standard of qualification that shall be definite. 
It would be difficult to pass and carry into effect any law which 
would €issort those already in practice ; and if not, these must be 
the men to carry out any law which could be passed. And if 
this is to be the result, it is far better there be no law. A Ueensed 
quack, of all things else, is to be despised and dreaded. 

A law can go no fiirther than to say, that all who are about to 
embark in the profession, shall obtain certain certificates of qual- 
ification, or shall not be authorised to practice. Now we ask 
who are to give these certificates ? If it could be made certain 
that the examining committee was what it should be, the law 
might work good results, but we fear this, as applied to the den- 
tal profession, would be exceedingly uncertain. Suppose the 
law authorised state and county societies, as legally constituted 
examining committees, what would be the result 7 If it was op« 
tional, to which candidates applied, it is fair to presume that a great 
majority of them would seek to gain admittance in the easiest 
way, viz. by an examination by a county society. 

Now, we venture to assert, were this to be the mode adopted in 
the state of New York, no course could be taken so well calcu- 
lated to strengthen and perpetuate quackery. 

It is beyond a doubt, that at least three-fourths of these socie- 
ties would be composed of a majority of those having no claim 
to skill or science, save that which this law created for them; 
and who would, as soon as organized, nay legalized, pass reao- 
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lutions declaring mineral paste to be the very best known sub- 
stance for filling teeth. And if, perchance, the minority hap- 
pened to disagree with them in this particular, they would be 
voted out as unworthy members. Such a law would create for 
those now in practice, a dignity and power that their own quali- 
fications could never have commanded. It would enable them 
to propagate their exact species, and, what is far worse, enable 
them all to go forth under the sanction of law. It seems to us 
that there could be no possible way devised, by which we could 
so perfectly transmit into the hands of quacks, our own rights, 
the honor, the dignity, and the last hope of the profession. Let 
us beware of placing too much reliance upon law, to protect our- 
selves and the public. Let us rather seek to enlighten the pub« 
lie mind as to what constitutes good practice. Let us enable 
ourselves by making the American Society what it should be, 
to say to the public that there is one place firom whence creden- 
tials mean what they say— one association whose certificate is a 
perfect guarantee for skill. 



l3tbHograpl)i(al Noticed. 

ObHTvatimu on the CfrovBth md trregvIarUies if Chtldrm^s Teeth : followed 
by RemarkM and Adviet on the Teeth in general. To tehieh is added a Short 
E$$ay on Artificial Teeth. By W. H. Mortimer^ late Sargeon Dentist 
to the British Embassy at Paris. Second Edition, revised, pp. 129, 12mo. 
London, 1845. 

As narrow; as are the limits of this work, we have not had time to gire it 
a careful perusal. We are not, therefore, prepared to speak of its merits nor 
point out its defects, so fully as we should be glad to do. The first edition, 
as we learn from the preface, was published during the author's residence 
in Paris ; and in stating the object which he had in view in its publication, 
we cannot do better than quote his own language upon the subject. He 
•ays, it was "to instruct parents in an elementary knowledge of the growth 
of children's teeth." • • • "It was originally intended that this work should 
only treat of the growth and irregularities of children's teeth ; but finding 
the subject would only allow of a short dissertation, without entering into 
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long and unnecessary physiological digressions, it was thoagbt advisable to 
preface it with a concise notice of the diseases and treatment during the 
painful process of dentition^ and of adding a few remarks on the teeth in 
general." 

The work certainly contains much good advice, and, as a whole, may be 
productive of some good. We should not, however, be led to believe, from 
the cursory reading which we have given it, that the author is a man of 
much experience, or that he had profited much from observation ; and as 
the general reader is more liable to be led astray by the perusal of a woric 
containing erroneous opinions and doctrines, than the professional man, it 
is important that books of this description should be as free from them as 
possible. 
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Medieinei, their Utes and Mode (fMministrtUion ; ineZtidtng a complete Conr 
tpeciuM of the three British Pharmaeopaiaa, an Recount <f aU the JSha 
Remedies, and an Jfypendix of Formula, By J. Moore Neliqan, M. D., 
Physician to Lewis street Hospital, and Lecturer on Materia Medica and 
Therapeutics in the Dublin School of Medicine. With Notes and Addi- 
tions, conforming it to the Pharmacopceia of the United States, and 
including all that is new or important in recent improvements. By 
David Meredith Reese, A. M.,M. D.,Late Professor of the Institutes 
of Medicine and Suigery in the Washington University of Baltimore, &c. 
pp. 453, 8vo. New York : Harper & Brothers, 1844. 

The above-named work commends itself to the student of medicine and 
medical practitioner, not only for its brevity, but also for the very concise, 
and, at the same time, complete account which it contains of the different 
medicinal substances, both simple and compound, which have place in the 
materia medica, as well as that of those of more recent discovery. 

Avoiding the usual natural-historical or alphabetical arrangement, the 
author adopts a physiological classification, *<based on the ultimate effects, 
of remediate agents." 

"In describing each medicinal substance, the following plan is adopted : 

''1st. The of&cinai appellation and English name of each article is given ; 
and, in the case of vegetable substance, the native country and botanical 
classification of the plant from which it is obtained . For the advantage of the 
student, the most important characters of each medicinal plant are also 
concisely described. 

"2d. The physical properties. 

"3d. The chemical properties. 

"4th. The mode of preparation. Under this head, the process of the three 
British pharmacopoeias are given in full. 

"5th. The adulterations, and the manner in which they may be detected. 

"6th. The therapeuticsd effects, and the uses of the substance in the 
treatment of disease. 

"7th. The dose and mode of administration. Under this head, all the 
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officinal preparations of the British pharmacopcBias* as well as many of 
those ordered by the continental and American colleges, are introduced. 

*'8th. The incompatibles. 

*'9th. In the case of poisons, the antidote and mode of treatment." 

We regard this as a work of peculiar merit, and its value is greatly en- 
hanced by the labors of the learned American editor, in conforming the 
nomenclature and pharmaceutics of the volume to the pharmacopoeia of the 
United States. Dr. Reese has also supplied a "number of new remedies, 
and many officinal preparations, both old and new," which were omitted by 
the author. In addition to which, there are, interspersed throughout the 
work, valuable critical and practical notes, from the pen of this able writer 
and eminent physician. 

To the medical profession, we doubt not that this work is already exten- 
sively and favorably known. Our object, in noticing it at this time, is to 
call the attention of our own immediate professional brethren to it. 
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The Half- Yearly Ab$traet qf the Medical 8eienee$ ; being a Practical and 
Analytical Digest of the Contents of the Principal British and Continental 
Medical Works published in (he preceding six months. Together with a 
Series of Critical Reports on the Progress of Medicine and the Collateral 
Sciences during the same period. Edited by' W. H. Rankiko, M. D., 
Cantab. Physician to the Suffolk General Hospital. Vol. 1, January — 
June, 1845, pp. 372. New York : J. & H. G. Lakolbt. 

This publication needs only to be seen, for its merits to be appreciated. 
It is issued at fifty cents a volume, or one dollar a year, and we think we 
hazard nothing in saying that no where can a work he had, containing the 
same amount of valuable matter, at the same price. The character of the 
work may be inferred from the two following paragraphs, which we quote 
from the preface : 

''To keep pace with the advance of medical science, by the perusal of the 
numerous works which are continually proceeding from the press, is a mat- 
ter of difficulty even for the man of leisure ; for the busy practitioner to do 
so is next to an impossibility. The latter individual, however, is precisely 
the one to whom a steady and progressive acquaintance with the practical 
improvements and discoveries of the day is most necessary, as it is he who 
is the most frequently placed under circumstances requiring a ready fund of 
therapeutical resources. To render this, under ordinary circumstances, im- 
possibility, a matter of comparative facility, is the object of the present pub- 
lication. It is intended therein to place before the profession the practically 
valuable information gathered from the records of all countries, in a form so 
condensed and tangible, that the man in active practice, to whom economy 
of time is of the utmost consequence, shall be able at a glance to make him- 
self familiar with the discoveries, new doctrines, and improvements in each 
department of medical science, the seeking of which in their original sources 
would have involved such a sacrifice, both of time and money, as few 
would think themselves justified in encountering. 
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''The value of similar undertakings to the present has long been recog- 
nized on the Continent, as is evidenced by the extended repuution of the 
Jahrbucher of Germany, and the Encyclographies of France and Belgium. 
It is the editor's ambition that he may produce a work which shall occupy, 
in the estimation of the British practitioner, the same honorable position. 
In order that he may deserve the accomplishment of this his anxious wish, 
no amount of toil or expense bas been spared by him. Not only is every 
periodical work of note published in Great Britain, America, France, and 
Germany, subscribed for and personally consulted, but every standard pub- 
lication and monograph which can be obtained is analysed as it may come 
to hand. The editor flatters himself that by this extensive labor he is able 
to offer to the profession an analysis of the real progress of the medical sci- 
ence more complete than has to his knowledge ever been attempted, as each 
volume of the "Half-yearly Abstract" will embrace every department of 
that science." 

The publication will require a large subscription to sustain it at the un- 

precedentedly low price at which it is published. We wish the enterprising 

American publishers success in their undertaking, and we most cordially 

commend the work to the paUronage of our readers. 



Medical Leoncon, or Modem Terminology, being a complete vocabulary of 
definitions, including all the technical terms employed by writers and 
teachers of Medical Science at the present day, and comprising several 
hundreds of words not found in any other Dictionary. Designed for the 
use of students and practitioners. By David Meredith Reese, A. M., 
M. D., late Professor of the Institutes of Medicine and Surgery, and Med- 
ical Jurisprudence, in tbe Washington University of Baltimore, &.c.« &c. 
pp. 240, 24mo. New York : H. G. Langlkt^ 1845. 

To the medical student especially, the above work is invaluable. The 
want of such a dictionary has long been felt, and in its preparation. Dr. 
Reese has rendered an important service to all who are engaged in the study 
of medicine. It will also be found very useful and convenient to the prac- 
titioner. The work being designed as a Pocket Companion to students, the 
author has brought it within the narrowest possible limits, avoiding all re- 
ference to the etymology of terms, he has confined himself, in every case, to 
the briefest definition that could be given. For the origin and derivation of 
words, other Lexicons will still be necessary ; but for definitions simply, 
which is all that it professes to give, this work will answer all the purpoaea 
of a larger dictionary. 

Stockton^s Dental IrUeUigeneer, 

This paper contains many very valuable and highly interesting articles oo 
the science and art of dental surgery ; and the uncompromising stand it has 
taken against empiricism, has enabled it to exert a wide and salutary infla- 
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ence. When it was first started^ it was thought by many that it would be 
discontinued after the issue of three or four, or half a dozen numbers; bnt« 
true to his promise, the publisher has now completed the first volume^ and, 
as we learn, is about to commence the second. We wish him success in 
his undertaking ; and the cheapness of the publication, for the amount of 
valuable reading matter which it contains, commends itself to the patronage 
of the profession generally. 

All efforts to diffuse correct information on this important branch of the 
healing art should be encouraged. It is due to the public that every prac- 
titioner should avail himself of every means of professional information with- 
in his reach, and that he labors diligently and constantly to perfect himself 
in the knowledge of his pursuit. Ezpenence, observation, and research are 
now daily erecting higher, and still higher standards of skill in this, as well 
aa in all the other departments of medicine, so that a much greater amount 
of industry and effort are required to keep up with the improvements of the 
present day than were necessary to keep pace with the progress of the art, 
half or even a quarter of a century ago ; and he who has not ambition and 
pride of character enough to use sufficient industry, and exert the necessary 
effort to acquaint himself with them, should at once quit the pursuit, and 
engage in something which requires a less vigorous exercise of his intellec- 
tual and physical energies. The practitioner of dental surgery, no matter 
what may be his qualifications, should labor hard, and constantly, for higher 
professional attainments, and never rest satisfied with his present acquire- 
ments. 
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The BriH^ Jimmean Journal (f Medical and Phyiieal Science, 

The publication of the above-named Journal was commenced in March 
last, and, from the ability with which it is conducted, has already secured 
for itself a high rank among the medical periodicals of the day. It is edited 
by Archibald Hall, M. D., Lecturer on Chemistry in the University of the 
McGill College, and is published monthly in quarto form ; each number 
contains thirty- two pages. So valuable a collaborator in the field of medi- 
cal science, will, no doubt, be liberally sustained. We have received the 
July and August numbers, and should be glad to obtain the preceding ones. 
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The Btffalo Mediedl Journal. 

This is another new laborer in the field of medicine ; and, judging from 
the matter and appearance of the fourth number, which is the only one we 
have received, it promises to be a valuable accession to the medical period- 
Icml litentuie of the United States. It is edited by Aostin A. Flint, M. D., 
and is issoed in monthly numbers of twenty-four pages each. 

VOL. VI.— 10 
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SIXTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE AMERICAN SOCIETY 

OF DENTAL SURGEONS. 

The Society met at the Stuyvesant Institute^ Tuesday^ August 6th, 1845, 
at 11, A.M. 

The roll was called, and the following were the members present: 
E. Parmly, Lewis Roper, Solyman Brown, C. A. Harris, J. H. Foster, 
John Allen, E. Baker, G. G. Brewster, M. K. Bridges, H. S. Burr, J. W. 
Cowan, E. J. Dunning, John Harris, S. P. HuUihen, O. P. Laird, Joha 
Lovejoy, Alex. Nelson, Robert Nelson, Enoch Noyes, Jahial Parmly^ 
S. W.Parmly, S.W.Stockton, James Taylor, J.Taylor, E. Townsand, 
A. Westcott, H. H. Young, L. S. Allen, John M. Howe, John B. Rich. 

The minutes of the preceding year were read and approved. 

The following were appointed a committee to arrange the business of the 
meeting, riz. Drs. E. Baker, E. Townsand and A. Westcott. After a 
short conference, they recommended the following order : 
First. — ^To receive the reports of committees, viz. 

1. To prepare a memorial to present to the Legislature, in behalf of the 
American Society of Dental Surgeons. 

2. The Treasurer's Report. 
Second, — Addresses and Essays. 

1. Opening Remarks, by E. Parmly. 

2. Opening Address, by J. H. Foster. 

3. Essay, by E. Townsand. 

4. Essay, by E. J. Dunning. 

5. Essay, by J. Taylor. 
Third. — ^Voluntary Essays. 

1. Essay, by E. Baker. 

2. Essay, by J. Allen. 
Fourth. — Promiscuous Business. 

A letter from Dr. C. A. Harris was then read, and action upon it was 
deferred till it was certain whether he would be present at the m*eeting. 

On motion of Dr. J. B. Rich, the following resolution was offered and 
adopted, viz. 

Reiolvtd, That a committee of investigation be appointed; such commit- 
tee to consist of five members of this association, to be nominated by the 
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chair. The duty of the committee, so appointed, shall be to call upon each of 
the members now in this city, with the view to ascertain from each member 
whether he has used any amalgam in the course of his own practice as a 
dental surgeon, or approves of its use; and if he has used it, whether he 
has done so within the last twelve months. 

Jhtd it 18 further Resolved, That the said committee of five be particularly 
requested to obtain, if possible, a direct answer on this subject, from each 
and every member so called upon. 

The committee appointed pursuant to the above resolution, was the fol- 
lowing, viz. Drs. J. B. Rich, J. Taylor, J. Allen, E. J. Dunning, and Alex. 
Nelson. 

After the passage of the above resolutions, a spirited debate ensued, not 
only in relation to the rights of the Society, so to call upon each member, 
and to demand an exposition of his practice, but also in relation to the pro- 
priety of ever using it, under any circumstances. Among those who advo- 
cated the ground of this right, and that its use was never admissible, were 
£2. Parmly, J. Parmly, J. B. Rich, A. Westcott, A. Nelson, and several 
others. 

The principal advocate for the position that it was occasionally admissi- 
ble, was E. Baker. Although Dr. B. admitted that it was, in general 
terms, a "vile and nasty substance, and that it was capable of producing 
only the worst of effects, unless when used in teeth which could not be filled 
in any other way," he contended that, in ''certain cases," it could be judi- 
ciously employed. Dr. S. Brown questioned the right of the Society to de- 
mand of its members their private practice, and contended that "no one 
ought to be required to pledge himself not to use any article, as his comeience 
might demand that he should use it" 

Adjourned to Wednesday, 9, A. M.^ 

Wedneeday, Jhiguit Gih, 9, A. M. 

After the calling of the roll, an address was given by the President, Dr. 
E. Parmly. 

On motion of Dr. C. A. Harris, 

Reeohfed, That the address of Dr. P. be requested for publication, and that 
a committee be appointed to take into consideration certain parts of it, with 
reference to carrying out many important suggestions which it contained. 

Drs. C. A. Harris, Westcott, S. Brown, Bridges, were that committee. 

After this. Dr. J. H. Foster gave his opening address, which was ordered 
to be published, subject to the revision of the above committee, in connection 
with Dr. IToster. 

Dr. E. Townsand read an essay, which was ordered to be published. 

Dr. Harris read a letter from W. A. Palmer, asking the Society if it 
would grant him a diploma, on certain compromising terms. 

On motion of Dr. J. B. Rich, 

ReioUfed, That his letter be laid upon the table ; that his name be stricken 
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from the list of memben^ and that he be notified of the action of the Society 
upon his case. 

A letter was read from J. Smith Dodge^ tendering his resignation. 

On motion of J. B. Rich^ 

Ruok}ed, That his resignation be not accepted. 

Adjourned to 4^, P. M. 

Met agreeably to adjournment, at 4i, P. M. 

The meeting was opened by an essay from E. J. Dunning. 

Mr. D's essay was ordered to be printed in the Journal. 

Dr. James Taylor read an essay, which was abo requested for publica- 
tion. 

Adjourned to 9, to-morrow^ at this place. 

Thunday, 9, A. M. 

Dr. E. Baker read an essay, which was requested for publication. 
Whereupon S. P. Hullihen offered his "protest" to its publication without 
stricture ; and Dr. H. proceeded to comment on certain portions of it. This, 
however, was objected to, as being out of order, and the essay ordered to 
be published. 

The committee formed for the purpose of calling upon the different mem- 
bers of the Society, to get information relative to their practice in respect to 
using mineral paste for plugging carious teeth, made the following 
Report, viz. 

No. 2. Rqpcrt iftiie CommUtu of Jbweitigation. 

The committee of investigation, nominated by the chair, and deputed to 
call upon the several members of this Society at present in the city of New 
York, for the purpose of ascertaining the views of each member as it re- 
gards the use of amalgam in dental surgery, report. 

That there are twenty-five members of this Society resident in the cities 
of New York and Brooklyn. Of this number two were absent, to wit : 
J. Smith Dodge, aod Wm. Arnold. The committee, therefore, could not 
learn the opinions of these gentlemen, touching the use of amalgam. 

The committee did not deem it advisable or necessary to call upon 1. 1. 
Greenwood or David Rossiter, forasmuch as these gentlemen have not 
practised during the last twelve months. 

On the remaining twenty-one members, the committee of five waited, and 
ascertained that ten of them disapprove entirely of the use of amalgam, and 
dechire that they have never used it in their practice. The names of these 
ten members are as follows : Eleazar Parmly, Jas. Alcock, J. H. Foster, 
Elihu Blake, Jahial Parmly, C. S. Rowell, P. Houston, Sam'l W. Ptanly, 
£. J. Dunning, John B. Rich. 

Of the eleven members still remaining, the committee have ascertained 
that five have used amalgam in certain cases; but these five are willing to 
pledge themselves to abandon altogether its use for the future. Here follow 
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the names of the five members who have so pledged themselves : Elisha 
Baker^ M. K. Bridges, Benjamin Lord, Chas. O. Baker, J. M. How. 

Six use amalgam under certain circumstances, and refuse to pledge them- 
selves to discontinue its use. The names of these six are: John Lovejoy, 
Nehemiah Dodge^ A. W. Brown^ G^eoige E. Hawes, C. C. Allen, F. H. 
Clark. 

With respect to the non-resident members of this body, now sojourning 
in the city of New York, the committee have called upon no less than 
twenty-one. The whole disapprove, unqualifiedly, of the use of amalgam, 
and only one has used it within the last twelve months, and then merely 
by way of experiment These are the names of the twenty-one : Chapin 
A Harris, Amos Westcott, J.Taylor, E. Townsand, S. Stockton, Solyman 
Brown, A. Hill, Alex. Nelson, H. H. Young, John Harris, G. G. Brewster, 
D. D. Crispin, Charles Walker, R. Nelson, O. P. Laird, E. Noyes, J. 
AUen, S. P. Hullihen, S. G. Pancost, H. S. Burr, Edw. Jamet. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JOHN B. RICH, 
M. K. BRIDGES, 
GEO. G. BREWSTER, 
E. NOYES, 
E. J. DUNNING, 
This report was accepted. 

Previous to its acceptance, several gentlemen spoke at some length, in 
respect to the very pernicious effects of this article, and of the painful reflec- 
tion in consequence of its having been used by some of our members, even 
after they knew it to have been thrice declared, by strong resolutions of this 
association, to be malpractice. There was a unanimous wish expressed, 
that the action upon it should be efficient, positive and final. Whereupon 
Dr. J. B. Rich offered the following resolution : 

ReioUftd, That the report just received be referred to a committee of five, 
to be appointed by the chair. The committee to report immediately some 
plan of action for this Society to take in this matter. 

The following were this committee, viz. Drs. Hullihen, J. Taylor, E. 
Noyes, Rich, C. A. Harris. 

A committee was then appointed to examine the Treasurer's report. That 
committee was : Drs. Bridges, E. Townsand, and E. J. Dunning. 

After a short conference, they presented the following report, which was 
unanimously adopted by the Society, viz. 

The committee appointed to examine and audit the account of the Trea- 
surer, respectfully report, that they have performed this duty, and find it 
highly satisfactory, and is as follows : 

Rec'd from members and subscribers, during the past year, 9 I486 87 
Paid expenses of Journal, &c. ..*.... 1251 35 

Due for membership, 1600 00 

Due for Journal, 1360 00 



! 
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They beg leave, in addition, to state, that, on account of the disordered 
state of the accounts at the time they were submitted to Dr. Harris, he has 
had uncommon labor in their adjustment ; also, an actual outlay of 8 50 00 
to an assistant, to bring them into their present state. In addition to this, 
he has been obliged, in consequence of the loss of eighteen half volumes of 
' the Journal, to break his own set, that those for whom they were intended 
in Europe might not be disappointed. Your committee would respectfully 
suggest that this Society refund to Dr. Harris the 9 50 actually expended by 
him, and fuUy reimburse him for the loss sustained ip the eighteen volumes 
of the Journal ; and also to request his acceptance of $ 100, as some small 
expression of our sense of the desirable result produced by his labors. They 
would further suggest that the thanks of the Society be most cordially given 
to Dr. Harris, for the very efficient manner in which he has brought chaos 
into order," 

Adjourned till 5, P. M. 

Met at 5, P. M. 

Dr. John Harris read his essay, which was requested for publicalion. 

On motion of C. A. Harris, 

Raoloed, That Dr. Robert Arthur have his dues remitted, and that he be 
furnished with the Journal for the term of seven years, from the time his 
membership commenced, for his services in translating Blandin's work. 

A letter of resignation was read, from Drs. E. G. and J. Tucker, of 
Boston, by Dr. Foster, who offered some very appropriate suggestions in 
relation to it. The chair appointed Dr. Foster a committee to confer with 
the Messrs. Tucker, and, meanwhile, any action was suspended by the 
Society upon said letter. 

A letter i^as read from Dr. Maynard, preferring charges of unprofessional 
conduct against Dr. J. Smith Dodge, and requesting some action of the So- 
ciety upon them. 

By request of the President, Dr. E. Parmly, Dr. E. Townsand, Vice- 
president, was called to the chair, pro tem. 

On motion, 

ReMchedf That a committee be appointed to make some report upon the 
charges contained in Dr. Maynard's letter. 

This committee was appointed by the chair, and was as follows : Drs. J. 
B. Rich, J. H. Foster, H. H. Young. 

This committee found it necessary to delay their report, as Dr. Dodge 
could not be seen, and they deeming it proper that his defence, if any, should 
be heard. The subject, therefore, is left in the hands of the committee, to 
be presented at a proper time. 

On motion of Dr. E. Parmly, a committee was formed to draft a letter, 
addressed to editors of journals, newspapers, &c., upon the subject of 
quackery. This committee is. as follows: Drs. E. Parmly, C. A. Harris, 
S! Brown, J. H. Foster, A. Westcott. They were requested to meet at the 
Atheneum Hotel. 
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Dr. Harris read a letter of resignation of membership from E. G. Kelly. 

Also, one from Elbridge Bacon, in which he declared himself not to be 
a member of the Society, and declined paying his dues. This letter was 
voted to be laid upon the table, on the ground that it did not come within the 
recognition of the Society, Mr. Bacon having already forfeited his mem- 
bership. 

Adjourned to 9, to-morrow. 

Friday, 9, A. M. 

Dr. J. Allen, of Cincinnati, read an essay, and exhibited an apparatus for 
restoring the shape of the face, lost from any cause. 

On motion of Dr. Brewster, 

Ruolved, That Dr. Allen's improvement be regarded as important, and 
that a medal be presented him, also five volumes of the Journal, bound and 
subscribed by the Recording Secretary, as awarded by the Society for said 
improvement. 

Dr. Bridges introduced the subject of taking impressions with plaster. 
Several gentlemen offered remarks upon the subject, &c. 

The committee to whom was referred Dr. £. Parmly's address, made the 
following report, viz. 

1. They recommend the appointment of a committee, to prepare a set of 
aphorisms, on the most important subjects of dental practice. 

2. A committee of ten, to whom these aphorisms shall be submitted for 
review, and, if necessary, revision and sanction, previous to publication. 

3. That these aphorisms shall not fill more than twelve duodecimo pages. 

4. That twenty-five dollars be appropriated by the Society for their 
publication. 

Adopted. 

The following are the subjects selected, together with the individual ap- 
pointed to write upon each, respectively, viz : 

1. Q^ualifications of dentists, Amos Westcott. 

2. Filling teeth, E. Parmly. 

3. Filling teeth, E. Townsand. 

4. Cleansing, E. J. Dunning. 

5. Regulating, L. Roper. 

6. Toothache, J. Harris. 

7. Artificial teeth, S. Brown. 

8. Morbid effects of diseased teeth, C. A. Harris. 

9. Attention, teeth require, Wm. Dwinelle. 

10. Diseases of the gums, E. Baker. 

1 1 . Extracting teeth, . M. K. Bridges. 

12. Tooth washes and powders, H. S. Burr. 

13. Amalgams for filling, J. H. Foster. 

The following were appointed as the reviewing committee: Noyes, 
Toung, C. S. Allen, O. Holmes, Mcllhany, A. Nelson^ J. Alcock, Brewster, 
Houston, and Stockton. 
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Lastly, these sabjeots are to be revised by the President and both Secreta- 
ries. 

The committee, who were appointed to report some plan of action in re- 
lation to mineral paste, submitted the following, Tiz. 

"The committee who were directed to suggest some mode or plan of ac- 
tion for the adoption of this Society, with respect to the use of amalgams in 
dental practice, and to whom was referred the report of the visiting com- 
mittee of inyestigation, report — 

'That they hare deliberated carefully upon the matter referred to them, 
and that their unanimous opinion is, that any amalgam is not only unfit, but 
dangerous, when used for the purpose of filling carious teeth or their fangs. 
That it is, therefore, the imperative duty of the American Society of Dental 
Surgeons to express, most distinctly and unqualifiedly, their disapproval ot 
its use for the above named purpose under any circumstances. 

The committee, therefore, submit for adoption, the following resolutions^ 
viz. 

Reiclved, That the American Society of Dental Suigeons, under the con* 
▼iction that any amalgam whatever, whether used under the name of "min- 
eral paste," "adamantine cement," "succedaneum," ^'diamond cement," 
*'lithodeon," "alabaster cement," "Chinese cement," or in any other way 
designated, is not only unfit, but dangerous, when used for filling the teetL 
or their fangs, do hereby pronounce the use of all amalgams as malpractice. 

J3nd U itjurthermore lUidoed, That any member of this Society who shall 
hereafter refuse to sign a certificate pledging himself not to use any amal- 
gam, and, moreover, protesting against its use, under any circumstances, in 
dental practice, shall be expelled from this Society. 

Signed, 

S. P. HULLIHEN, 
J. TAYLOR, 
E. NOYES, 
C. A. HARRIS, 
J. B. RICH. 

On motion, the report was accepted. 

On motion of J. B. Rich, the resolutions were adopted. 

On motion of Dr. A. Nelson, the necessity of adopting some amendments 
to the above resolutions was uiged, on the ground that they were too indefi- 
nite—that, although they provided for the expulsion of members who should 
use this article, yet they did not point out any definite time. It was urged, 
further, that if the time for the signing of the certificate, which was provided 
by the above resolutions, was to be copfined to the session of that particular 
meeting, it might do injustice to those out of the city, and particularly 
those out of the country. With the view, therefore, to make the matter de- 
finite ; and, also, that equal and exact justice might be done to all. Dr. J. B. 
Rich ofiered the following resolution as an amendment to the foregoing, viz. 
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Remfhed, That the Recording Secretary be, and is hereby, directed to for- 
ward to every member of this Society, within thirty days after the lOlh day 
of August, 1845, a printed copy of the resoladons passed at this convention 
of the American Society of Dental Surgeons, relative to the use of amal- 
gams under any form or name. 

Rmhed, Jwihar, That the Recording Secretary be requested, at the same 
time, to transmit to the several members, as aforesaid, a printed protest or 
certificate, in accordance with the above-mentioned resolutions, notifying 
each member that unless he shall subscribe with his own proper signature 
the said protest or certificate, and return the same to the Recording Secre- 
tary within sixty days from the time the said notice is issued, or, in the case 
of those living out of the United States, within one year from the first day 
of August, 1845, he shall be considered as ineligible to be a member of the 
American Society of Dental Surgeons, and shall stand expelled from the 



Jbid U iifiariharmore Resohed, That the Recording Secretary be, and he is 
hereby, directed, without further reference, to strike from the roll of this So- 
ciety, after the expiration of the above specified terms, the names of suc& 
members as may have failed to comply with the terms and conditions set 
forth in the forgoing resolutions. 

Unanimously adopted. 

The report relative to J. Smith Dodge was again brought up, and again 
deferred, with the hope that Dr. D. would be present to answer to the 
charges, he having been twice notified that his case was before the Society 
for trial. 

The committee appointed to devise and report some plan for getting 
legislative action regulating the practice of dentistry in this state, recom- 
mended that a committee be appointed by ballot, to carry out the wishes of 
die Society upon this subject. 

The committee was as follows : 

Drs. Fenn, Rochester; Young, Troy; Alexander Nelson, Albany; S. 
Brovni, Ithaca; B. Parmly,New York; Westcott, Syracuse; Smith, Bing- 
hampton, N. Y.; Bridges, Brooklyn; Dwinelle, Gazenovia, N. Y. 

On motion of Dr. Rich, 

Btmbed, That a committee of Jive, a majority of whom shall reside in 
one city, or so convenient to each other as that they may meet oAen for the 
purpose of deliberation, be, and hereby is appointed, to revise, alter, amend 
and add to the constitution and by-laws of this the American Society of 
Dental Surgeons; and that it shall be the duty of such committee to report 
progress at the commencement of the annual convention to be held in the 
month of August, 1846. 

ReKtioed, aUo, That the report of said committee, and the coneideration of 
any alterations, amendments, and additions, that may have been suggested 
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by said committee of five, shall be the first busiaess in order, after the de- 
liyering of the opening address. 

Resolved, aUo, That during the present conyention of this the American 
Society of Dental Surgeons, to wit: the session of August^ 1845, there shall 
be no election for the admission of any new members into this association. 

Resoloed, dUo, That all candidates for admission, who may be proposed at 
the present session, can only be admitted according to the requirements of 
the constitution and by-laws of the Society at the time they are balloted for. 
Retolved, furthermore, That such candidates shall be apprised of the na- 
ture and requirements of the constitution and by-laws, previous to the bal- 
loting, and have permission to withdraw their application should it be their 
wish so to do. 

Adopted. 

The following gentlemen were appointed as the committee : J. B. Rich, 
Lewis Roper, C. A. Harris, J. Parmly, J. H. Foster. 

On motion of S. W. Stockton, 

Resolved, That the Secretaries' dues be remitted, in consequence of ex- 
traordinary duties. 

Carried. 

Adjourned to 4, P. M. 

Met, agreeably to adjournment, at 4, P. M. 

Dr. Westcott offered the following resolution, which was adopted by the 
Society. 

Retolved, That this society view the publication, by dentists, in connec- 
tion with their advertisements, of letters of recommendation from divines, 
doctors of medicine, and, in short, all who are not well acquainted with 
dental practice, with decided disapprobation ; and they would specially recom- 
mend to all its members, who may be pursuing this course, to discontinue 
a practice savoring so much of quackery, and one so well calculated to de- 
grade the profession. 

On motion of J. B. Rich, 

Resolved, That each member be authorised by this Society to publish, in 
any newspaper, the above resolution at his own expense. 

The committee appointed to prepare a letter, to be addressed to editors of 
newspapers, journals, &c., reported the following, which was adopted by 
the Society, viz. 

"J>rew York, Jiugust 9, 1845. 

"To the editors of newspapers, magazines, and other periodicals in the 
United States, from the American Society of Dental Surgeons, at its 
sixth annual meeting, held in the hall of the Medical Department of the 
New York University, August 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th, 1845. 

''Gbrtlkmeh— The objects of this Society are the mutual improvement of 
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its members and the protection of themselves and the public against the 
qaackery and empiricism which are the disgrace of the profession. 

"The Society does not presume^ in this communication^ to speak of more 
than a single one of those base deceptions by which individuals calling 
themselves dentists are grossly imposing on the community. We allude 
to the practice of stopping decayed teeth with amalgams^ known under the 
names of royal succedaneum^ lithodeon, mineral paste, adamantine cement, 
alabaster cement, diamond cement, and other improper substances, by the 
use of which, thousands of valuable teeth are annually destroyed, and im- 
measurable evils result to the community at large which can never be re- 
paired. 

"The Society has declared by unanimous resolution that the use of the 
above named amalgams for stopping teeth is malpractice, destructive to the 
safety of the teeth, injurious to the healthy condition of the mouth, and not 
unfrequently exciting and promoting bad effects on constitutions frequently 
disposed to the injurious action of mercury, which invariably constitutes an 
ingredient in all these compounds. Every member of this Society who shall 
hereafter use this substance under any of these imposing and deceptive 
names, or under any other name, is, by that act, expelled from the institution. 

"By order of the Society. 

E. PARMLY, Pruidmi. 

Amos Westcott, Recording Secretary.^* 

On motion of E. J. Dunning, the following resolution, in relation to re- 
ceiving application for membership, was adopted. 

Remdved, That this Society, at its present session, shall receive all appli- 
cations, duly made for membership, which shall be presented. 

Jiko, ReMohed, That the Corresponding Secretary, after having received a 
list of such applicants from the Recording Secretary, shall inform each ap- 
plicant of the reasons which have led the Society to postpone the admission 
of any member, until the next session. 

On motion of Dr. Bridges, 

Re9ohed, That that part of Dr. Elliott's letter to Dr. Harris, relative to a 
case of instruments kindly sent to the Society by Dr. Elliott, for public ex- 
hibition, and the inspection of its members, at the discretion of the editors, 
be printed in the next number of the Journal. 

Rt9ch)td, further y That the hearty thanks of the members of the Ameri- 
can Society of Dental Surgeons, now assembled, be tendered through the 
Journal to Dr. Elliott for the very great liberality and generosity manifested 
on his part in thus publicly exhibiting to them the beautiful specimens of 
his inventive genius and achievements in the production of the instruments 
DOW before them. 

A committee was appointed to report to the Society, who stood expelled. 
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by the lequirementt of the constittttioii wad by-UwB« and who, by ehaiges 
pieferred against them. 

That committee was Drs. C. A. Harris and Solyman Brown. 

Dr. Brown was appointed as special agent of the committee appointed to 
cany out the wishes of the Society in relation to legislatire action. 

Adjourned to 8, P. M., to E. Parmly's, No. 1 Bond street. 

Met agreeably to adjournment at 8, P. M. 

Dr. Harris, on the above committee to report to the society the standing 
of members, read the names of those who had been elected, by friends, 
without their knowledge or consent, and whose names were, for this rear 
son to be stricken from the list They were, as follows, yiz. Dis. Chester 

Hayden, William Arnold, E. Bacon, C. O. Baker, £. Blake, Blakealy, 

S. Blandin, W. H. Burr, N. Clute, J. W. Cowen, David Rossiter, 

Sumner, E. Hudson, Jahial Parmly, of Savannah ; R. Somerby, W. A. 
Ward, H. B. Lathrop, S. Spooner, John Q. Wayte, -— — Macklin, B. A. 
Bodrigues, S. B. Straw and P. N. Williams. 

The following are the names of the members decided to be expelled by 
the requirements of the constitution and by-laws, viz. J. O. Baldwin, F. 
H. Clark, V. Cuyler, Foster of Utica, and A. C. Hawes. 

A list of charges was brought by Wm. G. Lord against J. O. Baldwin, of 
Newark, N. J., and said Baldwin was voted to be inmiediately expelled 
from the Society. 

On motion of Dr. Brown, 

Ruol»ed, That the Recording Secretary be requested to forward to *'the 
Forceps," the action of this Society upon said Baldwin's case, for publica- 
tion. 

Aeaoleed, JvHher, That Dr. Lord be authorised to publish the above reso- 
lution in the public papers of Newark, and that a copy be furnished him by 
the Recording Secretary. 

On motion of Dr. J. H. Foster, 

Aeiofoed, That the thanks of the. Society be presented to Dr. Stockton for 
publishing for the Society. 

On motion of Dr. Harris, 

Re$ohed, That Dr. Stockton's advertisement be published in the Journal 
the same length of time as he has published for the Society. 

On motion of Dr. Brown, 

Reiobfed, That each editor receive fiAy dollars, and five copies of the 
Journal. 

On motion of Dr. Foster, 

Aetofoed, That the Society be a vigilance committee, to report to it all 
cases of malpractice which may come to the knowledge of any of its mem- 
bers. 

On motion of Dr. J. Allen, 

ReidUfed, That a synopsis of the minutes of the meeting be furnished for 
publication in newspapers. 
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Dr. S. Brown wis choeen to peffonn the task. 

Dr. J. H. Foster was Toted to be famished with a copy of the Journal 
fiEom the beginning for his serrices as librarian. 
The Society now proceeded to the election of officers. 
The balloting resulted as follows : 

E. PARMLY^ PftxsiDnnT. 

N. C. KEEP, IsT Vion-FaKsiOERT. 

LEWIS ROPER, 2o VioB-FaxsiDsirT. 

JOHN A. CLEAVELAND, 3d Vicn pbbsidsitt. 

C. A. HARRIS, CoRRESPONDiHo Skcbetart. 

AMOS WESTCOTT, Rjbgoedivo Skorbtart. 

C. A. HARRIS, Trxabvrbb. 

J. H. FOSTER, LiBBABIAK. 

EdUon qf the JSmariem Joumd and Library tf DanUd Scmce. 
C. A. Habris, a. Wbstoott, E. Matkard. 

EaecMiwe and Emamimng CommUUe* 

E. Baxbx, J. B. Rich, E. Towkband, 

J. H. Foster, J. Parmlt, E. J. DuirHiiro, 

J. LOVEJOT. 



Commtftee. 
E. TowHSAim, L. Roper, H. S. Burr. 

Opening address. Dr. Bridges. 
First Essay, Dr. Rich. 
Second Essay, C. C. Allen. 
Third Essay, Wm. H. Dwinelle. 
Fourth Essay, W. H. Elliott. 
Fifth Essay, G. G. Brewster. 

On motion of Dr. E. Parmly, 

R€$ok$d, That no address or essay shall occupy more than a half hour. 

On motion of Dr. Westcott, 

Riaohfed, That one day of the next session shall be set apart, and exclu- 
airely devoted to rehearsal of practice, and general discussion ; questions 
upon practical suljects, and oral answers by any who may be disposed to 
giTe them. 

Aifymxned to the first Tuesday in August, 1846. 

AMOS WESTCOTT, Ree. Sec'ry. 



f 
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Tke Proeeedingi of the J3meriean Soeiefy of Denial SurgeoM,-^We regret 
that we are unable to publish, in this number, the very excellent opening 
address, delivered by Dr. J. H. Foster, at the last meeting of the Society. 
We are glad, however, to be able to announce that we are promised a 
report of it for the next. We are also sorry that we are compelled to omit, 
for want of room, two of the dissertations delivered on that occasion, but 
they shall appear in the December number. For the transactions of the 
Society at its last meeting, the reader is referred to the minutes of the Re- 
cording Secretary, in another part of this number. 



The Jlmeriean Journal and Library cf Danial Science. — This publication 
may now be regarded as established upon a firm basis. It has overcome the 
difficulties with which it has hitherto had to contend, and they have neither 
been few nor small, and though it may have to encounter others, its pros- 
pects for the future are more flattering than they were during the three or 
four first years of its existence. It has required, all along, the most constant 
and untiring efibrts to sustain it, but it now has a list of subscribers suffi- 
ciently large, provided all would pay punctually^ to defray the expenses of 
publication. Most of those who take it, pay their subscriptions promptly 
and cheerfully, but a few have been exceedingly remiss with regard to this 
matter, and we do hope they will be less negligent for the future. The im- 
portance of complying with the terms of subscription, will be apparent to 
every one, when we mention the fact, that there is now due the Journal, on 
back subscriptions, upwards of thirteen hundred dollars. We hope, there- 
fore, all who are in arrears, will, on the receipt of this number, send us at 
once, by letter, the amount of their indebtedness, and the subscription for 
the present volume. If all will do this, it will save us a vast amount of 
trouble and perplexity. 

A few have complained that the subscription is too high, and have said 
we ought not to charge more than three dollars per annum for it. In reply- 
to such, we say we would be as glad to issue it at three dollars, as they 
would to receive it at that price; but our subscription at present, will not 
enable us to do it. It costs as much to publish the Journal as is received for 
it from subscribers. It cannot be expected that a periodical having as limit- 
ed a circulation as this, should be published at as low a price as a medical 
journal, which may obtain from one to five thousand subscribers. Although 
five dollars for a work no larger than this may seem a high price, it should 
be recollected, that the books which have been re-published in it, to say no- 
thing of the original articles, could not be procured for double the amount. 
Some of them, in fact, are out of print, and not to be had, separately from 
the Journal, at any price. 

With regard to the benefits that have resulted from this publication, it 
does not become us to speak ; but the advantages of a medium of intercom- 
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-mumcation between the members of the profession^ through which discov- 
eries and impro7ements may be made known and available to all, and theo- 
ries and principles discussed and settled^ every one will acknowledge to be 
great. To establish such a medium of intercommunication was the object 
of the projectors of the Journal, and to perpetuate it, has been, and is, the 
object of the association whose organ and property it now is. In the man- 
agement of it,' the editors have endeavored to make it as valuable and useful 
to the profession as possible. For the approval which their labors have re- 
ceived from so many of their professional brethren, both in this country land 
Europe, they feel grateful ; and hope still to be able to merit their approba* 
tion, by redoubling their efforts to make it more worthy of their favorable 
regard. 



WtuMngtcn City Editor^—Dr. Maynard, the Washington City Editor, is 
now in Europe, and will, from time to time, during his absence, furnish 
the readers of the Journal with such information as may be of interest to 
the members of the profession in this country. 



jRemoooI rf a DriU-head from the Ckmly tf a 7bo(^, 5y musM qf a Mag- 
nef . — ^Mkssrs. EniToas : Whether I have been more unfortunate than other 
dentists in having my drills too highly tempered, I cannot say, but, in con- 
sequence of this oversight, I have occasionally had them to break, while pre- 
paring the cavities in decayed teeth for filling, leaving the burr or head in 
the cavity; and, in some instances, though it appeared quite Ibose, and upon 
the slightest touch would move about, its removal was attended with con- 
siderable inconvenience and loss of time, and sometimes the loss of more of 
the sound part of the tooth than would otherwise be necessary or desirable. 

In preparing a small cavity in the grinding surface of a bicuspid of the 
lower jaw, for a lady, after having it nearly ready to fill, having removed the 
most of the diseased parts, my drill broke, leaving the burr at the bottom 
of the cavity ; the walls of which were sound and very dense, and so close 
to the burr as not to admit of the passage of any small instrument between 
it and them, in order to remove it, and yet so loose as to be readily moved 
in any direction upon its axis. 

Not feeling desirous of adopting the usual course resorted to in such cases, 
that of removing enough of the adjacent sound tooth to pass a small instru- 
ment between it and the surrounding walls, considerable time was consumed 
in fruitless efibrts to remove it. I accidentally recollected of having seen a 
small magnet the same morning at a druggist's store but a few doors from 
my room, which I immediately procured, and with which the burr was in- 
stantly removed. 

Should the like accident happen with other dentists, I believe much 
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labor, time, and inconveiiience will be sared hj adopting the above plan Ibr 
its remoTaL 

Very respectfully, &c. 

JOHN HARRIS. 



lb Subicriben in Oreai BrUam. — ^We haTe just receiTed the London 
Forceps, up to No. 31, and in looking oTer them hastily^ we noticed, in No. 
23, for NoTember i5th, 1844, a note from one of our London snbscribers, 
headed 'The American Journal,'' in which he asks, "is it likely I shall 
leceiTe the last two numbers of the 'American Journal of Dental Science,' 
the first of which was due in June, the second in September.'' We regret 
very much, that any thing should prevent our subscribers in Great Britaiii 
from receiving their numbers regularly, as we feel under many obligations 
to them* for the liberal manner in which they have contributed to sustain 
this pablication. We send the numbers regularly, as soon 'as issued, and 
have endeavored to make arrangements to have them delivered immediately 
on their arrival. Hereafter, we hope this vrill be done, and that none of our 
transatlantic readers will again have occasioB to complain on account of 
want of punctuality on our part 



JmprviMd jDriB Stodt. — ^Among the numerous improvements that have of 
late been made in dental instruments, is a drill stock, manufactured by Mr. 
Arnold of Baltimore. The improvement claimed by Mr. A. is, that while 
this instrument possesses all the advantages of the drill stocks now in use, it 
has the additional one of requiring but one hand of the operator to use it It 
is certainly a very beautiful instrument, and there are many cases in whkh it 
may be advantageously employed. 



Denial Bifirmary^ — It will be seen by the advertisement of the Baltimore 
College of Dental Surgery, that a dental infirmary is soon to be established, 
in connection with this Institution. 



To Correiponckntf.— The communication from Dr. Elliott shall appear ift 
the next number of the Journal. Dr. T. H. will find an answer to his !»• 
quiry, in the proceedings of the American Society of Dental Surgeons. 
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ARTICLE I. 

M£88R8. Editors: — I am induced to make some prelimi* 
nary remarks, because in the delivery of the following disserta- 
tion, there appeared to be a sentiment or an opinion, from a 
certain quarter at least, that it was objectionable, either in the 
spirit, manner, or matter, or perhaps all of them. 

That it has many imperfections, I have not the least doubt ; 
bat to difibr in scientific or practical opinions from any writer, 
however great aitd distinguished, can never be a mark of disre' 
sped ; nor when we consider the duties and expectations of 
Bian, can it be regarded as presumption to approach the sanc- 
tuary of knowledge and reconsider the ground and the validity 
of the moiit established doctrines, or of the most widely received 
opinions. 

A distinguished writer has said, that all talents and all re- 
searches are but ministerial, to the improvement of true and 
practical knowledge and to the prevention, or the mitigation of 
human suffering by that auxiliar and uniting sympathy, by 
which the great system of the world in all its bearings and re- 
lations, amid every seeming irregularity and fancied deviation, 
is shown to be a system of benevolence. 

It is a feet, that we owe the great bulk of our knowledge, not 
to those who have agreed, but to those who have differed ; and 
those who have succeeded, by making all others think with 
them, have usually been those who began by daring to think 
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for themselves ; as it is said, be that leads a crowd must begin 
by separating himself some little distance from it If the great 
Harvey, who discovered the circulation of the blood, had not dif- 
fered from all the physicians of his day, all the physicians of the 
present day would not agree with him. Luther began by hav- 
ing his doubts, as to the assumed infallibility of the pope, and 
he finished by making himself the corner stone of the reformation. 

Unity of opinion is not desirable, neither is it salutary, unless 
the truth be well established. It is important to remember also 
that assent or dissent is not the act of the will, but of the un- 
derstanding. If we arrive at certain conclusions, and act con- 
scientiously upon them, it would seem that no more should be 
required of us. We should certainly make use of all the means 
in our power to arrive at true conclusion, and let no interest 
warp us, no prejudice blind us, no party mislead us, nor an^ 
fear intimidate us. But there is a field of contention into which 
it is allowed, and it is good for man to enter, not with asperity, 
not with rudeness, not from a mere desire of distinction, nor 
from the rage and lust of gain ; but firom an honest endeavor to 
elicit what is true and what is useful, and fiK>m a desire not only 
allowable but laudable, to ofier our common professional preten- 
sions for honorable subsistence by honorable means. 

In all sciences, in the medical, surgical, and dental science 
most particularly, the opinions of the greatest writers, and even 
of the greatest practitioners should be well weighed, and their 
mistakes, (if any are found or even suspected to exist,) should 
be pointed out for examination, with sincerity and with can- 
dor. To this there can be no objection, it is a duty which is 
owing to society, and to the usefulness of our profession. In 
particular, to those who devote themselves to dental surgery ex- 
clusively, it is indeed a duty paramount to every other con- 
sideration. 

To living prof essional worth and reputation every tenderness 
is due ; and while delicacy alone prevents my gratifying the 
desire which I should otherwise feel, of adverting to the merits 
(or possibly demerits) of many of niy cotemporaries, I may be 
allowed to pay a passing tribute to departed excellence. Our 
departed Hayden opened many new sources of dental science, 
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and who by his ability, by his judgment, and by his practice, 
enlarged the bounds of his art, and gave stability to his precepts ; 
to which no one of us can have recourse without feeling personal 
obligation and unfeigned reverence. He was a man of long and 
extensive experience, of originality in thinking, of talents, and 
of genius ; and under such impressions would I consider every 
memorial of his indefatigable mind, and every result of his 
curious and important investigations. He has, and he will for- 
ever have a bright and memorable name. He was the head and 
comer stone of our in&nt society, and felt great anxiety and re- 
sponsibility for its success, while living, and his last aspirations 
probably were that those principles might be adopted and carried 
out, which would perpetuate it 

But it is not the name, nor the doctrine, nor the practice of 
Fouchard, of Bourdet, of Jourdain, of Hunter, of Fox, or of 
Hayden, which should guide us implicitly, but it is the truth 
and the result of actual fiicts, founded on knowledge and on re- 
peated experiment, which can alone establish a course of prac- 
tice, at once safe and efficacious. In this manner we shall best 
recommend and ^^worthily magnify'' our profession, to which, 
we hope due honor toill be paid, and when it is conscientiously 
exercised, kindness and gratitude are always due. 

In the dissertation which I now respectfully offer to the con- 
sideration of our society, and of the public, I trust to have been 
actuated by these motives. 

I have confirmed my observations and fiicts by my own ex- 
perience and by my personal practice, and hope they will pass 
for what they are worth, and nothing more. 



Diaaeriaiion on the Diaeaaea of .the Ouma. Delivered before 
the American Society of Dental Surgeons, at their Sixth 
Annual Meeting, July, 1845. By E. Baker, M. D., D. D. S. 

It cannot have escaped the attention of the observing and 
intelligent, that the aetiology, or the doctrine of the cause of disease 
of the gums, is generally but little understood ; and with those 
who have paid most attention to this subject, there appears to be 
a discrepancy of opinion as regards the cause of disease. 
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Affections of the gums, in former time, and indeed at the pre- 
sent day, are frequently called scorbutic. I shall attempt to 
show that this is almost entirely a misnomer, for any disease of 
the gums. Affections of the gums were generally called scor- 
butic till sometime in the 17th century, when the disease was 
called by other names, when some attempts were made to 
classify and distinguish the disease by other names. 

Hunter, Fox, and indeed most of the modern writers have 
applied this term to diseases of the gums, generally, without 
pointing out any characteristic features, of a scorbutic nature. 

In the first place we will give a short history of the disease 
called scurvy, and endeavor to show that the gums are never 
affected by it, unless as a secondary symptom, when the system 
is affected by a general taint. 

The scurvy is a disease of a putrid nature, much more preva- 
lent in cold climates than warm ones, and which chiefly affects 
sailors, and such as are shut up in besieged places, owing, as is 
supposed, to their being deprived of fresh provisions, and a due 
quantity of acescent food, assisted by the prevalence of cold 
and moisture, and by such other causes as depress the nervous 
energy, as indolence, confinement, want of exercise, neglect of 
cleanliness, much labor and fatigue, &c. Thes&several debilitat- 
ing causes, with the concurrence of a diet consisting principally 
of salted putrescent food, will be sure to produce this disease. 
The diagnostic symptoms are characterized by extreme debility ; 
complexion pale and bloated, spongy gums, livid spots on the 
skin, breath offensive, adematous swellings in the legs, hemorr- 
hages, foul ulcers, fcBtid urine, and extremely offensive stools. 

All these are but symptoms of a general taint. Amongst these 
are the gums. So are they affected when the system is charged 
with mercury, and with the same propriety might a common 
disease of the gums be called a mercurial disease, when no mer- 
cury has been taken by the patient. Hence it would seem im- 
possible that the gums of persons who are not in a situation to 
contract a scorbutic taint, should be scorbutically affected, as it 
will be recollected the ^^spongy gums" are the resuU only of the 
aforesaid taint. 

Dr. Hayden, in his treatise on ''conjoined suppuration," ob- 
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serves, that sometime in the 17th century, Fouchard wrote and 
published a work on the diseases of the mouth and teeth, and in 
which the disease in the gums, for the first time, was treated on 
distinctively, of which he, (Fouchard,) thus observes, ^'there is 
moreover another species of scurvy, of which I believe, as yet, 
no author has taken care to speak of, and without interesting 
any other part of the body, attacks the gums, the alveoli and 
the teeth. 

Bourdet, it appears, called it <^a suppuration of the gums." 

This disease is described by Jourdain, who, perhaps, was the 
first to call it a "conjoined suppuration of the gums and alveoIL" 

Mr. Fox attempted to describe the disease under considera- 
tion, as one of the complaints to which the alveolar processes are 
liable. He says, "the most common disease to which the alveo* 
lar processes are subject, is a gradual absorption of their sub* 
stance, whereby the teeth lose their support, become loose and 
drop out." This disease, he continues, "begins to show itself, 
between forty and fifty years of age, and from its frequent occur- 
rence, without any evident cause, it would seem to be a conse- 
quence of having passed the middle of life ! Thus he seems to 
have fiillen into the common opinion, that persons advancing in 
age, must lose their teeth, in spite of all or any remedy — that it 
is as natural a consequence of advancing age, as death is of old 
age ! But we think Mr. Fox is mistaken, as well as those who 
think with him, and would fain hope, that there is no such an 
"opprobrium" attached to any branch of our profession. 

But to return to our subject It will, perhaps, be unnecessary 
to follow those authors in their description of the symptoms and 
appearance of the gums, in this state of disease ; but will just 
name some of the causes, mentioned by some of the French 
writers, either operating directly or indirectly, on this sub- 
ject, viz. "a depraved or vitiated state of the circulating fluids 
in the parts affected, thereby rupturing the capillary ves- 
aels and causing numerous little ulcers, which were actually 
found to exist, according to Bourdet and Tennon, on the sur- 
&ce of the gums, next to the teeth, whence comes a purulent 
discbarge firom under the gums, so common in this disease. It 
was. considered too, by Bourdet, as an erysipelatous affection. 
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Among the causes, remotely, are great exercise of the mind, 
melancholy, and bad diet, the sudden closing up or healing of 
issues, &c., &c. The sudden check of some prevailing cuta- 
neous disease *, the putrid miasma of low and humid places, of 
hospitals, and also the gaseous emanations from mines, &c. 

Dr. Hayden seems to have followed, to some extent, the pa- 
thologic views of those writers on this subject, and observes, 
that the disease in question, though various in its character, is 
specific in its nature, peculiar in its operations and results, and 
in all cases, primarily seaiedj in the investing membranes or 
periosteum that surrounds the roots of the teeth, and lines the 
respective cavities of the alveoli, and he further observes that 
Jouidain, Bourdet, Ricci, and others, who have denominated it 
a conjoined suppuration of the alveoli and gums, have not been 
careful to explain all the different characters which it assumes, 
and have, therefore, treated it as one disease, and under one 
particular head. 

Dr. Hayden divides this particular disease into three grades. 
^^The first signs of this affection," he says, "are manifested by a 
bright circumscribed redness about the edge of the gums." But 
it is unnecessary to quote the doctor, in his description of the 
symptoms and characteristics of the disease, all of which may 
be found in his treatise on the subject of "conjoined suppu* 
ration." 

The French writers, 1 believe, and Dr. Hayden we know, 
assert that the cause of the disease may arise from both inter- 
nal and external causes. We shall contend for the external 
causes for this disease, and that external causes cUone are suf- 
ficient, when neglected, to produce all the signs and symptoms 
and deplorable consequences contended for, in the "conjoined 
suppuration." 

That which Dr. Hayden mentions as the first sign, that the 
disease is ^^primarUy seated in the investing membranes or 
periosteum, viz. "a bright circumscribed redness about the 
edge of the gums, we consider nothing more than a local irrita- 
tion of the gums in the beginning of its disease and that the 
disease does not reach the investing membranes and alveoli, 
until this primary affection of the gums has been long neglected, 
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and if suffered to go on, will approach and embrace those parts, 
on which the teeth depend for support 

We think it cannot be proved, and is nothing more than a 
hypothesis, that the disease ever attacks the periosteum and 
alveoli primarily^ or in its first stage. Those who give this 
pathologic view, give reasons which appear as not sufficient to 
produce this primary internal cause of disease, viz. such as ^^a 
vitiated state of circulating fluids, great exercise of mind, melan- 
choly, bad diet, hsemorrhoides, the sudden healing up of setons, 
checking cutaneous diseases, miasmas, hospitals, gaseous 
emanations fit)m mines, d&c. And as regards women, premature 
and ropeated suppression of milk, menstrual obstructions, and 
also such as have experienced a total suppression of the periodi- 
cal ecoulemant, and cum multes alias, equally potent reasons. 

It is in the recollection of all of us, that but a few years past, 
the advocates for internal decay of the bony structure of the 
teeth, in its commencement, having no connection with external 
causes, were common, and perhaps composed a majority of those 
who were capable of forming an opinion on the subject. 

At this time, there is perhaps hardly a solitary individual who 
does not believe that external causes, together with malforma- 
tions of the teeth, are altogether and alone sufficient to decay 
them, and that there is no evidence that decays b^n firom 
internal causes. 

Whence this gradual change of opii^ion as regards the cause 
of decay in teeth 7 What but this, that after a long and carefiil 
examination of the nature and cause of decay, its beginning and 
progress, opinion has settled down into the belief that caries 
begins externally — perhaps without exception. Although it has 
been proven that the bony structure of the crowns of teeth have 
vessels ramifying through their various parts, yet we can dis- 
cover no diseased state of the human system which renders it 
probable that a diseased action, sufficient to decay the internal 
bony structure, can be thrown upon those parts. Is there not 
some analogy in those cases ? Can it be reasonable that un- 
healthy affections of the human system shall have greater power 
in imparting a diseased action primarily to the periosteum and 
alveoli, than primarily to do the same, to the internal bony 
structure of the crown of a tooth ? 
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Having offered a few reasons endeavoring to prove that affec- 
tions of the gums, periosteum and alveoli, proceed from external 
causes, we will examine into the propriety of calling a general 
disease of the gums, periosteum and alveoli, <<a conjoined 
suppuration." 

Thero are different kinds of suppuration, called pus, and 
which, according to its nature, is called good pus, scrofulous, 
serous and ichorous pus. The naturo of ichorous pus is thin, 
aqueous and acrid. Of this kind is the pus discharged from 
the gums, especially in a protracted disease of them, and when 
it reaches the alveoli, acts on the bone as an absorbent* It is a 
contradiction of terms to say the alveoli (which are bone) sup- 
purate. Therefore should not this compound disease, called by 
the French authors, ^^conjoined suppuration" of the gums, &c., 
be called a suppuration of the gums and the absorption of the 
alveoli 7 And now I put the question with confidence : Is not 
this ichorous pus which is engendered in diseased gums, suf- 
ficient, in all conscience, to produce gradually all those lament- 
able effects described by those writers who advocate the destruc- 
tion of the appendages and supports of the teeth, from other 
causes? 

If the French hypothesis be true, that the disease begins in 
the periosteum ; it follows that there can be no direct treatment, 
for you cannot reach the cause. Now I have always found a 
direct treatment beneficial, except, perhaps, in the artificial dis- 
ease, produced by mereury, or when there is a scorbutic taint in 
the system. I have no doubt the gums are affected more or less 
by the various diseases we are subject to ; but not to that extent 
as is generally supposed. 

It is remarked also by writers on the deep seated disease in 
the gums, that it attacks those persons who otherwise enjoy the 
best of health, and soundest teeth. This would seem to indi- 
cate that the liability to this disease is increased by fullness and 
gross habit of body. This perhaps is the case, but it is also a 
&ct thot no condition in life or habit of body, is exempt firom 
this disease. 

Having assumed that this disease, perhaps universally, com- 
mences externally with the gums and progresses to the inlemai 
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parts, a diagnostical description may be expected, and a mode 
of treatment pointed out for its cure. I shall very briefly dwell 
on this part of the subject, which has been well described by 
Kcecker, in his chapter on the ^'absorption of the gums and 
the sockets of the teeth," and generally agree with him in his 
views of the subject, except, perhaps, I am unwilling to allow 
that the disease produces, so often and so much, constitutional 
derangement, as he describes. 

The doctor says, 'Hhis malady has its beginning, generally, in 
an inflammation and suppuration of the gums, which gradually 
extend to the periosteum and the alveolar processes of the teeth ; 
or it begins by an inflammation of those parts, which is after- 
wards communicated to the gums ; it very rarely originates in 
the alveoli themselves." 

To be sure, he says, the disease may begin in the periosteum 
and alveolus, though but very seldom. But the doctor does not 
attempt to show, like our French brethren, what induces this 
disease, /7rfmart7y, in those parts, which we believe would be 
difllcult. <<The inflammation and suppuration are seldom 
violent, and the absorption seldom rapid ; in most instances it is 
so slow in its progress, as to be scarcely perceptible ; and sup- 
puration destroys the gums in a very gradual manner, being 
attended by the absorption of the alveoli and their periosteum, 
until the teeth losing their support, become loose, and at suc- 
cessive intervals, drop out." 

''The crowns, necks, and more especially the exposed parts 
of the roots, are frequently covered with a greenish glutinous 
substance, and with adhering tartar; the spaces between the 
teeth are filled up with tartar of a dark brown or greenish color, 
but sometimes they are of the usual appearance." 

"In other instances I have seen them so clean as to deceive 
a superficial observer, but a close examination, has never 
failed to show some tartar adhering to the roots, and pressing 
on the alveolar processes, hidden under the edge of the gums, 
and in the spaces between the teeth." 

As it respects symptoms, the doctor observes : "for a consid- 
erable time, even for many years, the symptoms accompanying 
this disease may entirely escape the attention of not only the 

TOL. VI. — 13 
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patient, but of the surgical attendant not well acquainted with 
this disease. The matter which is discharged, is, in the first 
stage of the disease, very trifling, and constantly removed by 
saliva and mastication ; and the inconvenience and pain accom- 
panying the malady, are so slight, and the progress of it so 
gradual and regular, that it may sometimes go on for ten years 
and upwards before it is observed." 

After dwelling at some length on the constitutional derange- 
ments, nervous derangements, &c., he continues, '^indeed, so 
great is the morbid influence of this malady, upon the general 
system, that after a perfect cure of the local disease has been 
eflfected, not only all those symptomatic afiections subside, but 
the general health, for the first year or two, invariably improves 
in a most surprising manner, and the constitution recovers that 
natural strength and vigor, of which it has been deprived for 
perhaps ten or fifteen years. 

Among some of the remote causes which he enumerates, are, 
<^a scorbutic and scrofulous habit .of the gums, use of mercury, 
irregularities in the position of the teeth, neglect of cleanliness, 
operations of difierent kinds, injudiciously performed," &c. 
By the above causes, "without which," he says, "he has never 
seen the disease ; a collection of tartar is deposited on particular 
parts of the teeth, and this becomes the immediate exciting 
cause of the disease, and so long as it is suflfered to remain, pre- 
vents the success of such eflforts as nature or medicine may 
make for the accomplishment of a cure." « 

I agree, in general, with his method of treatment, to his ac- 
count of which, we all have access, and will add, that my own 
experience is, that it may take from one to six months, and per- 
haps more, to subdue this disease, according to its extent, by 
repeated operations, principally on the necks, and particularly on 
the fangs of the teeth. There is a deposit of tartar on the fangs 
of the teeth, which penetrates as low as the same is separated 
from the gum and periosteum, and until this is entirely removed 
a perfect cure cannot be expected. This, in my opinion, is the 
exciting cause of the disease ; for on removing cUl this matter 
jfrom the &ngs of the teeth, the cure follows rapidly. I consider 
that this state of the teeth and investing parts, requires, by &r 
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m6re time and patience, both of the patient and operator, than is 
generally supposed ; great experience and tact, in the operator, 
supplied with proper instruments for the purpose. Ail astrin- 
gents, powders, brushes, and appliances in the world, will not 
remove the cause of disease ; this is only to be effected by in- 
strumentSy and the other means to produce cleanliness and to 
assist in giving healthy action to the parts, are but of secondary 
importance, but also highly important 

As Dr. KcBcker justly observes, ^'considerable experience 
and skill are required, to distinguish at once between those teeth 
which are capable of preservation, and such as ought to be 
extracted." 

I will observe, that it is much easier to treat successfully the 
fiont teeth than those &rther back, when apparently affected to 
the same degree, arising from the facility with which they can 
be operated on. The disease in the incisors can be cured, or 
kept down, when quite loose, which is not the case with the 
molars. 

I consider it unnecessary in an essay of this kind to be prolix. 
Happy shall I be if I can be instrumental in turning the atten- 
tion of the fraternity to this subject, a subject which is acknowl- 
edged to be but ^'imperfectly understood," and by &r the most 
difficult of treatment. We are greatly indebted to all writers on 
this subject ; not a little to the French authors, who have most 
learnedly and prolixly written on this subject, and whose dis- 
quisitions, in many respects, remind us forcibly of the story of 
the child with the golden tooth, followed up by a number of 
ingenious theories, by different writers, endeavoring to account 
for the same. 

It is an old maxim that those disorders which have no cure, 
are the fiivorite ones for quacks to be engaged in, and that those 
sciences, in which there is any degree of uncertainty, is sure to 
employ the most quills. 

So it appears that those sciences that are capable of being 
demonstrated, or that are reduced to the severity of calculation, 
are never voluminous; for clearness is intimately connected 
with conciseness, but precisely in proportion as certainty van- 
ishes, verbosity abounds. But when we consider that our 
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French brethren were perhaps the* first to write on this subject, 
as well as others relating to the teeth, much might be said in 
palliation of inaccuracies, and it would be strange if they were as 
well acquainted with the doctrine of the causes of dental dis- 
eases as we ought to be at this period of time ; and I have no 
doubt they may come in and partake of the following sentiment, 
viz. the discovery of truth in art or science, should be the polar 
star, to which our attention should always be directed, and those 
who contribute to the establishing of it in the remotest degree, 
deserve the thanks of mankind. 



ARTICLE II. 

Dissertation on Tooth-Ache. Delivered before the American 
Society of Dental Surgeons, at their Sixth Annual Meeting, 
held in the City of New York, August, 1846. By John 
Harris, M. D., D. D. S. 

Mr. Praident, and Gentlemen 

rflhe jimeriean'^Soeiety of Denttd Surgeons: 

Before entering upon the discharge of the duty which you 
assigned me at your last meeting, I would embrace the oppor- 
tunity to express my most grateful appreciation of the honor 
which you conferred upon me, in making me a member of your 
respected and valuable body, and in appointing me to address 
you on the present occasion, on some subject connected with 
dental theory or practice. I regret, that, until the present time, 
circumstances beyond my control, have prevented me from 
attending any of your annual convocations, and from sharing 
in your sacrifices and toils, and manifesting that zeal which the 
cause of science, our profession, and humanity demand. The 
members of this association have already contributed largely to 
the advancement of the science and art of dental surgery ; they 
have also added to the respectability of the pursuit, and judging 
from what has been achieved by comparatively so few, and in so 
short a period, I am encouraged to believe that the day is not 
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distant when the practice of this branch of the curative art will 
be as much respected as is that of general medicine and surgery. 

I need not speak of the many diflElculties which you have had 
to encounter, nor of the sacrifice of time and money which many 
of you have had to make in attending the meetings of the 
society. These have all, all, been disregarded in the noble 
objects contemplated by this association. Many of those, who 
at first, regarded its organization with a jealous eye, have subse- 
quently sought, and some have obtained admission to member- 
ship in it, and thus the number of its members have been yearly 
gradually increasing. 

The period of the existence of this society may well be re- 
garded as constituting the most interesting and important 
era in the history of this branch of medicine. Such has been 
the great interest manifested by its members, that its meet- 
ings have been numerously attended. Every part of our widely 
extended country, has, from year to year, been represented 
by some of our ablest and best practitioners, bringing with 
them the results of their professional researches, for the mu- 
tual benefit of all. The advantages that have resulted from 
this sort of intercommunication have been great, and but for 
which, many valuable discoveries and improvements might still 
have remained in the possession of the few by whom they were 
made. 

But without further introduction, I shall proceed to offer for 
your consideration a few remarks on odontalgia, its treatment, 
&c. The subject having been left discretionary with my- 
self, I have been influenced in its selection more on account of 
its practical importance and a desire to benefit the junior mem- 
bera of the profession, by inviting attention to doctrines and 
principles with which it is connected, than from any expecta- 
tion of being able to present any new doctrine or theory to the 
elder or more experienced membera of this association. 

There is no disease, in the treatment of which, more im- 
portance is attached to a judgment capable of discriminating 
correctly as to the pathological condition of parts, the curative 
indications and the necessity and practicability of fulfilling them, 
than in tooth-ache. Nor is there any disease to which the bu- 
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man body is subject, of more frequept occurrence, or that can- 
not be borne with more patience, and for which the means of 
relief are sought with greater avidity, nor comparatively few in 
which so rapid and extensive an influence is exerted in the pro- 
duction of local and general disturbance, and where there is so 
much difficulty in deciding upon the pathological condition of 
the structures involved in the train of morbid phenomena, than 
the one now under consideration. 

Every aggravated and protracted case of tooth-ache, therefore, 
may be regarded as being productive of more or less mischief, 
according to the circumstances under which it occurs. Even 
under the most favorable, the evils resulting from it are often 
more to be feared than the loss of a sound tooth, especially 
where rocourse is had to many of the therapeutic agents which 
have been recommended for the cure of this affection. The lo- 
cal and constitutional effects produced by these agents are 
sometimes more calamitous than the disease which they are in- 
tended to cure. 

In defining the varieties of tooth-ache, I shall make no 
attempt at innovation. I shall therefore only consider two kinds, 
namely, idiopathic and sympathetic. The former resulting from 
or dependent on local irritation and inflammation of the lining 
membrane, and of the peri-dental membranes when the vitality 
of this has been previously destroyed ; and the latter from con- 
stitutional causes or a transfer of nervous irritation. 

The first is by far the most prevalent ; the other seldom or 
never occurring without being invited by some local, physical, 
or morbid predisposition, and in either case the firequency and 
violence of the malady is materially augmented or modified by 
the presence or absence of reciprocal morbid associations. 

An experience of nearly twenty-five years, exclusively de- 
voted to the various duties of the dental profession, has not been 
suffered to pass without endeavoring to discover some plan of 
treatment, or remedy, other than that aflForded by the forceps, 
which might prove a safe and radical cure of idiopathic odon- 
talgia, and thus secure the restoration of the diseased organ. 
But, in comparatively few instances have I succeeded either 
with the treatment which I have been able to suggest, or 
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that recommended by others. Subsequent morbid developments 
have sooner or later, rendered extraction necessary. 

1 do not wish it to be inferred, however, from what I have 
said, that this form of tooth-ache, cannot, under any circum- 
stances, be subdued, but the number of cases permanently 
cured, are comparatively so few, that the principle laid down by 
medical writers, should apply here, that where any particular 
treatment of a disease more frequently fails than succeeds, it 
should be abandoned. There is no precedent more worthy of 
adoption than this, and in the treatment of no class of diseases, 
will it be found more applicable, than in the one now under 
consideration. And if admonition and precept be not amply 
sufficient to establish the correctness of this principle, observa- 
tion and experience will not fail to do so. 

The proper treatment, therefore, in the majority of cases, for 
this description of tooth-ache, is the removal of the diseased 
organ, and it is greatly to be regretted that the dread of antici- 
pated pain should, as frequently as it does, prevent persons labor- 
ing under this form of the malady, from submitting to the ope- 
ration, and that so many dentists substitute other treatment, 
which at least, is inefficient, and subjects the unfortunate sufferer 
to a train of evils &r greater than mere tooth-ache itself. Such 
practice cannot be regarded in any other light than as empirical. 
The surgeon dentist, should always under such circumstances, 
endeavor to persuade his patient to submit to the removal of the 
tooth, by pointing out the bad effects that will inevitably result 
firom its retention in the mouth. He should never sacrifice 
principle by the adoption of a temporizing treatment, for the 
mere gratification of the feelings or whims of his patient, when 
it is possible to do otherwise. But the fault is not always with 
him. His reasonings sometimes fail to overcome the timidity of 
his patient, and when this is the case, he is often compelled to 
yield to the force of circumstances. 

The necessity for promptitude and decision in the treatment 
of this disease, becomes apparent when we consider the physi- 
cal peculiarity of organization of the teeth, and the relation they 
sustain to each other and to the circumjacent and even remote 
parts of the body. Although when free from all constitutional 
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predisposition or bias to disease, they are capable of resisting, for 
a long time, the influence of local and other causes, yet, when 
attacked by caries or almost any other afl!ection to which they 
are liable, Ihey are never restored by the sanative powers of 
nature. In this respect they differ from other organs of the 
body, and hence their treatment is rendered more important and 
difficult. Their restoration, therefore, must depend upon the 
skill and judgment of the practitioner. 

But although the dentist derives no aid from the recuperative 
powers of the economy in the treatment of the diseases of the 
teeth themselves, yet a healthy condition of the general system, 
and more especially of the parts contiguous to these organs, is 
of the utmost importance to the attainment of the end for which 
his treatment is instituted. 

Of all the obstacles encountered in the treatment of disease, 
and the most difficult to be overcome, are those which result 
fix>m physical causes, and in the treatment of no class of which, 
are they so frequently met with, as in those of the teeth. Ow- 
ing to their peculiarity of organization, operations upon them, 
with few exceptions, will not admit of mediocrity in their per- 
formance. Before deciding upon the course of procedure proper 
to be adopted in the treatment of diseased teeth, the dentist 
when called upon for his services, should first direct his atten- 
tion to the state of his patient's general health, the physical cha- 
racteristics and peculiarities of his teeth, the nature and extent 
of the disease, and the causes which have produced it, bearing 
in mind^ that his success will depend as much on a thorough 
knowledge of all the circumstances attending the case, as upon 
the neatness and skill of his operation. 

It should also be recollected that tooth-ache, usually treated 
of as a disease, is only a symptom or the eflfect of disease, and is 
always preceded either by local physical predisposition, ex- 
cited by constitutional disturbance, as in the sympathetic form 
of the aflfection, or by inflammation of the peri-dental membrane, 
resulting from mechanical violence or the irritation caused by 
dead teeth, or from irritation and inflammation of the lining 
membrane, produced either by mechanical injury or the presence 
of acrid substances, as in the idiopathic form of the malady. 
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For the last named form of the disease, any treatment but ex- 
traction, is only productive of temporary relief, while the disease, 
of which the pain is only the effect or symptom, takes its course, 
oftentimes giving rise to other local as well as constitutional af- 
fections, which sometimes assume a very aggravated form. If 
the experience of the most scientific and skilful practitioners that 
have ever lived, could be ascertained, I think it would be found, 
that in the adoption of other treatment than this, they have often 
been disappointed in their expectations, and that while they 
and their patients have been lulled into imaginary security, by 
the temporary relief of the latter from pain, the malady itself has 
continued and become the cause of other, and sometiriies more 
formidable diseases — furnishing the most convincing proof of 
the errors that had been committed in the previous treatment 

As unpardonable as it may be to sacrifice a sound tooth, or 
one that might be restored to health, through mistake, ignorance 
or otherwise, and great as the loss certainly is, of such a tooth, it 
sinks into insignificance, when compared with the consequences 
resulting fix)m the retention of a tooth in the mouth that cannot 
be restored to health, or suffered to remain without exerting a 
morbid influence upon the surrounding parts and nervous sys- 
tem generally. 

If it were necessary, hundreds of well authenticated cases 
might be adduced in proof of the fact, that it is not necessary for 
a tooth to cause pain, or give rise to alveolar abscess, to be pro- 
ductive of even the most serious consequences. The records of 
medicine furnish numerous examples of this sort, and cases are 
daily met with, where, after every remedy had been tried that 
could be suggested by the skill and ingenuity of man, without 
success, cures have been speedily and permanently effected by 
the removal of diseased teeth, and even where they have not 
been productive of pain or suspected as the cause of the mischief. 
Many such have fallen under my own observation. 

With &cts such as these before us, it is not surprising that the 
younger and more inexperienced members of the profession, 
should often be deceived and encouraged to persist in the repe- 
tition of a practice that has done more harm than could possibly 
have been produced, had no other remedy than extraction ever 
been resorted to. 

VOL. VI. — 14 
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When I see an advertisement setting forth the cure of tooth- 
ache, indiscriminately, without reference to its cause, or the cir- 
cumstances connected with it, by secret nostrums, rendering 
extraction unnecessary, I take it for granted that the author is 
either a quack or a knave, and most probably both. 

As a general rule, in the treatment of sympathetic tooth-ache, 
extraction is not necessary. But exceptions are sometimes met 
with. When the proper treatment has been neglected, until in- 
flammation and suppuration supervene, involving the periden- 
tal membrane, the extraction of the aching tooth becomes ne- 
cessary. From the many cases of this description, which have 
fallen under my own immediate observation, I will mention one. 

In April, 1830, I visited, by request, a Mr. W , a re- 
spectable merchant of Hopkinsville, Ky., aged between forty- 
five and fifty. His general health for the preceding two years 
had been greatly impaired, but up to which time, from infancy, 
it had been good, had never lost but three teeth, and these from 
the effects of dry, black caries. At the time when I first saw 
him, all his teeth were sound except the sides of two, which had 
originally been in contact with two that had previously been 
extracted, and the caries of these had not penetrated sufficiently 
deep to require the operation of filling. 

The tooth of which he complained was the right superior cus- 
pidatus ; it was not in the least affected with caries, nor had it 
been injured by mechanical violence, but it had been more or 
less painfiil for eight or ten days, was very tender and sensitive 
to the touch, and the gums around it, were very much inflamed 
and tumefied. 

After a thorough investigation of the case, I decided on the 
extraction of the tooth, and having performed the operation, I 
split it open lengthwise, and as I had suspected, suppuration of 
the pulp and lining membrane had taken place. 

The patient, although greatly relieved by the operation, sufier- 
ed more or less pain for several days, but was gradually restored 
to health. 

It may not be amiss to observe, that some have been in the 
habit, in cases of this sort, to adopt the practice recommended 
by Mr. Fox; namely, to trephine the tooth, or rather to drill a 
hole through it into the internal cavity, for the escape of the 
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matter, and after the pain and inflammation has subsided, to 
cleanse and fill it with gold — proposing thereby to restore the 
organ to health and usefulness. It is scarcely necessary to say 
that this practice is in direct opposition to all surgical experience, 
and has rarely, if ever, been attended with success. 

Cases are continually occurring, in which the young and in- , 
experienced practitioner, finds it difficdlt to determine on the 
practice most proper to be pursued, but it is hardly necessary to 
observe, that he should never extract a tooth, however strongly 
he may be urged to do so, unless, upon careful examination, he 
finds this to be the only correct curative indication. It is a well 
established pathological fact, that parts primarily affected, do not 
always complain for themselves ; the pain is often felt in a re- 
mote locality. Hence, sound teeth are often referred to as the 
seat of the disease, when in fact it is seated in some tooth quite 
remote from it, and are frequently sacrificed both by medical and 
dental practitioners. But the thoroughly educated and experi- 
enced dentist, will always be able to detect the organ that has 
produced the disturbance, even though it be remote from the one 
in which the pain is felt. 

As a general rule, palliative treatment in idiopathic tooth-ache, 
is not advisable, except in the deciduous teeth, and then, only 
when inflammation and suppuration has not destroyed their vi- 
tality and rendered them sources of irritation to the surrounding 
parts. In this case, the morbid eflects they exert upon the ad- 
jacent and contiguous parts, as well as upon the permanent 
teeth, which are at this time being formed, is productive of more 
injury than could be produced by their removal. 

All teeth, whether belonging to the first or second dentition, 
which have given rise to alveolar abscess, should be immediate- 
ly extracted, except in some very special cases, where their re- 
tention is called for by some very pressing necessity ; and even 
hero, the peculiar circumstances of the case which may require 
their presence only, can justify the exception to the rule. But 
important as is the retention of the temporary teeth, until the 
period when they should be removed by the operations of the 
economy to give place to more substantial successors, a decidu- 
ous tooth, after having become a source of morbid irritation. 
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should not be permitted to remain in the mouth, and under such 
circumstances, the dentist should not hesitate to remove it 
Moreover, the premature loss of the temporary does not always, 
andof necessity prevent a natural and regular arrangement of 
the permanent teeth. I might adduce many examples, if it were 
necessary, in proof of the correctness of the assertion, yet as their 
premature loss is exceedingly liable to do so, the practice as I 
have before stated, should only be adopted as a dernier resort, 
as the least of two evils. 

A temporary tooth seldom aches, until it has been attacked 
by caries, and then, not until the disease has penetrated to the 
nerve cavity. It is therefore to be regretted that it is so frequent- 
ly permitted to attack them, when by timely and proper atten- 
tion, it might, in the majority of cases be prevented, until the 
fulfilment of the indications of nature. Sometimes, however, 
owing both to defective physical organization and morbid con- 
stitutional influences, the best directed efforts to ward it off, will 
be defeated. In this case, its progress should be arrested before 
it has penetrated to the cavity of the tooth. 

I am aware that the resources of art are seldom resorted to, for 
arresting the progress of caries in the teeth of first dentition, but 
I feel warranted, from experience, in recommending their appli- 
cation. Disease may, generally, be as successfully treated in 
these teeth, as in those of second dentition. 

For the last few years, arsenic, has been extensively employed 
as a remedy for tooth-ache, and when the disease is dependent 
on inflammation of the lining membrane, it has proved success- 
ful, but inasmuch as it destroys the vitality of the tooth, the or- 
gan is rendered obnoxious to the surrounding parts. In conse- 
quence of which, in nine cases out of every ten, where the cavi- 
ty in the tooth is afterwards filled, it gives rise to alveolar ab- 
scess. The practice, therefore, is unscientific, and productive of 
decided injury. For allaying simply sensibility of the bony 
structure of a tooth, it may sometimes be advantageously em- 
ployed. But in using it even for this purpose, much judgment 
and care are necessary. If it be placed in the cavity of a tooth 
of a very young person, and which is of a soft structure, it will 
oftentimes destroy the pulp, and cause an effusion of blood in the 
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internal cavity, imparting to the organ^at first, a pale pink color, 
then that of a dark brown or purple, and ultimately give rise to 
alveolar abscess. No one article has been more extensively and 
generally employed in the treatment of tooth-ache, during the 
last five or six years than arsenic, and for some time it promised 
to be an invaluable remedy, but the pernicious effects which 
have resulted from it, should forever preclude its use as an agent 
for the destruction of the lining membrane of a tooth. 

In thus giving expression to my strong disapprobation of the 
use of this article, I am happy to believe, that it is already dis- 
carded from practice by most of the better informed and more 
scientific members of the profession. There may be some and 
perhaps many respectable practitioners who, not having had an 
opportunity of observing the ultimate effects which result from 
it, still use it, but at present, in this country, I believe there are 
few such, and that its employment is chiefly confined to that 
class who advertise secret nostrums for the cure of this most 
painful and aggravating affection. In most, if not in all of the 
nostrums of the day, set forth and advertised as infallible reme- 
dies for tooth-ache, this constitutes the active ingredient, and is 
the essential agent upon which their authors rely for their tem- 
porary success. 

It is unnecessary to say, that of all the other therapeutic agents 
that have been suggested and applied, for the cure of idiopathic 
tooth-ache, none have proved infallible. Many have been found 
to give temporary relief, to assuage the pain for a short period, 
for a few hours,or perhaps days ; after which, it has recurred, in 
most instances, and oflen with increased violence. When, 
however, it is dependent upon the presence of some local irritant, 
the removal of this will often afford temporary relief, but a per- 
manent cure will seldom be effected, except by the removal of 
the tooth. 

But tooth-ache, resulting from a transfer of nervous irritation, 
or general constitutional disturbance, can often be speedily and 
radically cured. But in the treatment of this description of the 
disease, the remedies should accord with the peculiar indications 
of each individual case. An emetic or cathartic will sometimes 
give immediate relief Pregnant females are peculiarly subject 
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to this form or variety of tooth-ache, and in cases of this sort, a 
Dover's powder and pediluvium on going to bed, will often be 
highly advantageous. I have known it in many instances to 
give speedy relief. 

But to enter into a detailed description of the curative indica- 
tions of sympathetic tooth-ache in every case which is liable to 
occur, would be to extend my remarks to too great a length, I 
shall therefore conclude, by simply observing, that the remedies 
must, in most cases, be addressed to the general system ; or to 
organs remote from the teeth, and can only be determined by 
the pathological and therapeutical knowledge of the practitioner. 
To attempt to cure this form of the disease by local treatment, 
would only be to protract the sufferings of the patient, and in 
the end, to realize nothing but disappointment. 



ARTICLE III. 

Observations on the Use of Arsenic as a Remedy for Tooth-Ache^ 
or for Destroying the Lining Membrance of a Tooth, By 
Amos Westcott, M. D., D. D. S. 

Since the alchemist abandoned his search after the grand ca- 
tholicon, or universal remedy for all diseases, perhaps there has 
been no disideratum, involving consequences of no greater mo- 
ment, than a cure for the tooth-ache, and some means of avoid- 
ing the universally dreaded operation of extracting these useful 
and ornamental organs. And it has ever been true, that as any 
achievement in the healing art has been deemed desirable, not 
only have efforts been correspondingly directed to it, but also 
have pretended remedies been offered to meet the exigency. 
* Hence in every age, have such efforts been elicited, and reme- 
dies offered, to cure this justly styled "hell o' a' diseases." It 
would be greatly amusing to see collected, in one chapter, or 
rather one library, a history of all the ridiculous charms and nos- 
trums, invented, and recommended, by the wise and the fool- 
ish, the learned and the ignorant, from the unlettered soothsay- 
ing monk, to the scientific surgeon, to overcome this evil. 
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This unconquerable dread of not only the tooth-ache, but of 
the extraction, and loss of the teeth, would seem, in many cases, 
paramount to every other ; and hence the apprehension of im- 
position, by the most ignorant charlatan, is waived, provided 
there is the least hope that he can, with his charms or nostrums, 
soothe this maddening pain without extracting the tooth. We 
can thus only, account for sensible persons often entrusting 
their teeth to those, in whose judgment, or skill, they have not 
the slightest confidence, except as elicited by this delusive hope. 
A patient afflicted with tooth-ache, calls upon a respectable den- 
tist for his advice and services. 

On examination, the nerve is found to be exposed and inflam- 
ed, and the advice is to have the tooth extracted. The reply at 
once is "but cant you kill the nerve?" Perhaps the dentist in 
answer to this inquiry, informs him that although he can kill 
the nerve, this will by no means, be the end of the difficulty, 
and that he prefers not to serve him in this way. 

Not unfrequently the result is, that the afflicted man declares, 

"I will not have my tooth out, that is settled, for Dr. says 

he can kill the nerve, and make the tooth as good as ever." 
The aid of the quack is, therefore, sought, and he "treats the 
tooth," and gets the fee. 

Similar cases must come under the observation of every den- 
tist in full practice, almost daily. When, therefore, we consider 
their frequency and their odious influence upon the profession, 
we can but feel that this subject deserves more special notice 
than it has hitherto received through the Journal. 

In pursuing this subject, we shall notice some of the various 
ways, which have been adopted by those having just claim to 
confidence^ to save teeth after the nerve is exposed — especially 
the present fashionable mode of destroying nerves with arsenous 
acid. The general object of each of them, excepting the prac- 
tice of capping the nerve, is either to destroy its sensibility, or 
vitality. 

Upon the subject of destroying the sensibility of exposed 
nerves, by the constant use of strong stimulants, such as the 
essential oils, kreosote, &c., no comment is needed, other than 
that they always prove prejudicial to the healthy state of the en- 
tire mouth. 
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No one ever attempted to retain such a tooth, by the use of 
such applications, without suffering infinitely more from the re- 
mote, if not from the direct effects, of this treatment, than was 
ever gained by their use. To say nothing of the effect of these 
substances themselves, either upon the mouth, or the general 
system, the fact that such teeth entirely preclude that cleanli- 
ness, absolutely necessary to the health and safety of the rest, is 
more than sufficient to condemn them. Another fact not un- 
worthy of notice, is, that mastication is never performed on the 
adjacent teeth, often, and indeed generally, including all the 
teeth on that side of the mouth, both upper and under. 

We have frequently seen the whole range involved in exten- 
sive disease, in this way — the teeth to the number of from ten 
to fourteen, encrusted with tartar, the gums spongy, and bleed- 
ing, the breath offensive, and all caused by a single exposed 
nerve kept quiet, by the constant application of some of the sti- 
mulants above named. In this way the foundation is not un- 
jfrequently laid, for the destruction of the entire set 

The habits of the American people, in respect to the prepara- 
tion of their food, leave at best, far too little for the teeth to do, 
and if the exercise they generally get, is to be thus entirely lost 
on the affected side, the result is necessarily bad. In respect to 
capping nerves that are exposed, with the hope of saving the 
teeth by plugging them, it is a practice which so feras our own 
experience goes, by no means to be relied upon — ^nor do we 
think there is any good reason to hope, that it will ever prove 
satisfactory, when we consider the anatomy of the parts involv- 
ed. A nerve cannot be exposed without a positive destruction 
of a portion of the lining membrane of the cavity, containing the 
pulp — nor is there any possibility of this being restored, unless 
we can believe that it will stretch across a foreign substance, 
which is impossible. It follows then that there is a wound in- 
flicted, which cannot, on any supposition, be healed, and if not, 
we may expect trouble from it, sooner or later. 

We have tried this experiment time, and again, without suc- 
cess in a single instance. And we are at a loss to account for 
the successful cases reported, unless we suppose a gradual de- 
struction of the nerve, (which sometimes occurs without pain,) 
and this we consider to be the inevitable, ultimate result, if the 
plug is perfect. 
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Let us next examine the more prevalent practice of destroy- 
ing nerves by the use of arsenic — a practice sanctioned by many 
of our best operators. 

The use of arsenous acid, or the white arsenic of the shops, 
with the view simply to remove excessive sensibility of the bo- 
ny structure of the teeth, has been very ably treated, and justly 
condemned, by Dr. S. Burr and Dr. Edward Taylor, in No. 2, 
Vol. 5, of the American Journal of Dental Science, although both 
of these gentlemen, either tacitly, or directly, sanction the prac- 
tice, when the object is the destruction of the nerve. 

Before giving any reasons for our own views upon this latter 
use of it, which are averse to its employment under any circum- 
stances, we beg leave to say, that our prejudices have not arisen 
from any want of a faithful trial of its virtues, in perhaps some 
hundreds of cases. In expressing a belief that it would have 
been far better for the community and the profession, had not 
this remedy been discovered, or at least applied to this purpose, 
we do not expect to find ourself in the majority — we should 
certainly judge so, if we founded our opinion upon its almost 
universal employment. Our objections may be brought under 
the three following heads, viz. 

1st Its tendency to create a morbid action about the tooth. 

2d. Its liability to produce bad, or even dangerous effects 
upon the general system, either through the agency of absorp- 
tion by the vessels accompanying the nerve, or by its getting 
into the mouth and stomach, or by both. 

3d. The prejudicial influence of this practice upon the pro- 
fession. 

In relation to the local effects of arsenic when applied to the 
nerve of a tooth, although its action is generally regarded, as 
simply escharotic, we think it by no means limited to this. We 
have in numerous cases removed the nerve, after the arsenic had 
been applied for twenty-four or thirty-six hours, and have uni- 
formly found it highly injected, and to have taken on an entirely 
unnatural appearance, throughout its whole extent, although it 
may not have lost its sensitiveness. It is this rapid extension 
of this morbid action, which constitutes the basis of the first ob- 
jection named. We hold, that if this morbid action extends io 
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the point of the root, there is no guarantee that it will not extend 
through it, so as to affect the parts exterior to the root And such 
seems to be the result of experience ; at least, so far as our own 
can furnish testimony upon the point. It may be remarked, 
however, that the tendency to periosteal inflammation, which this 
treatment induces, is considerably varied in the different classes 
of teeth. We have been in the habit of attributing this differ- 
ence mainly to variation in the size of the nerves in the respective 
classes, and comparative amount of circulation and consequent 
freedom with which the effect was conveyed through the root 
We have been led to this conclusion, not only from observing 
that this tendency to diseased action about the root, bore some 
ratio to the size of the nerve in the different classes referred to, 
but also from the fact that the inflammation and subsequent ulce- 
ration, in molar teeth, were generally confined to the palatine root, 
whose nerve is ordinarily many times larger than either of the 
others. That the nerves of the teeth or their accompanying ves- 
sels are capable of absorbing this substance, when of sufiicient 
size, and especially when in a state of inflammation, there can be 
no manner of doubt, when we consider the abundant testimony 
of its frequently being absorbed, when used as a local applica- 
tion. We have tried it according to every recipe we have seen, 
and in all the combinations which have been invented, and all 
with a similar result. Although the morphine and kreosote, la 
the fashionable prescription, by their powerful narcotic effect, 
may diminish the pain, we cannot believe they prevent the re- 
sult we have been describing — the absorption of the arsenic. 

That inflammation about the roots of teeth, and alveolar ab- 
scesses, may result from, and often are induced by other causes, 
we of course admit. Indeed this is, as every dentist is aware, 
almost the uniform result, where the nerve dies by being long ex- 
posed to the common irritants of the mouth ; yet this does not 
excuse us for employing as a remedy, an article whose use leads to 
a greater evil than that which it is designed to remedy. But beside 
the objection to this article, based on the danger of its being ab- 
sorbed, and of thus creating an inflammatory tendency, and 
morbid action in the investing parts, we think the apprehension 
of danger from its effects upon the general system, is not entire- 



1645 ] Westcott on the Use of Arsenic. 1 16 

ly unfounded. No fact is more clearly established than that 
arsenic may be taken into the circulation by being absorbed 
when applied to a wound, and even upon the tongue. And 
when we consider, that a very small quantity, through this 
medium, has produced even fatal consequences, wo feel that 
some more safe remedy is desirable, where the end to be gained 
is so trivial, compared with the danger of the means employed 
to eflfect it. We know it is, and will be claimed, that ^^injudi- 
cunts hands no risk need be incurred." If the dentist did not 
place his prescription beyond his own power of control, this ar- 
gument would have greater weight, so far as its action was 
concerned, by its getting into the mouth, and thence into the 
stomach ; but placing it in the teeth of careless persons, he will 
frequently, on a second visit, look in vain, to find either the 
arsenic or its envelope, and ten chances to one, if his patient can 
give any account of it. 

We may form some idea of the power of this remedy from the 
minuteness of the dose, when used in the treatment of disease, 
where health, or perhaps even life, is at stake. One of the most 
common forms of administration is that of Fowler's Solution. 
This consists of arsenic, four grains to one ounce of water, and 
four drops is considered a dose for an adult. This would make 
each dose contain one-thirtieth of a grain, and even this is di- 
rected to be given, and <Hhe elSect watched with the greatest 
caution, and to be discontinued on the first appearance of any 
untoward symptoms." Now, is not this many times less than 
is frequently placed in the cavity of a tooth even by '^judicious 
hands," with no certainty of its not escaping into the mouth ? 
In this view of the case, we have not considered the possibility 
of bad effects upon the general system, through the agency of 
absorption by the vessels of the nerve itself, and its being carried 
thus into the circulation, although we have good authority for 
believing, that <<when applied externally to a wound, it occasions 
death, even more speedily than when it has been taken into the 
stomach."* 

In our investigation of this subject, we have sought to ascer- 

• Beck's Murry, p. 122. 
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tain the smallest fatal dose of arsenic when taken into the 
stomach, and also, whether its action as a poison, was peculiar, 
or what was its modus operandi. Upon either of these points, 
we have been unable to get definite information, although upon 
the former, we are enabled to arrive at an approximation to the 
truth. The action of narcotic poisons, and some of the irritant 
poisons, especially mercury, is varied so much by idiosyncrasy, 
that what would destroy life in the case of one, might prove 
perfectly harmless with respect to another. In regard to arsenic, 
although its action is doubtless varied to some extent, not only 
by peculiarity of constitution, but particularly by the state of 
health, yet we have no authority . for supposing that the differ- 
ence is ever so marked as in respect to the articles above referred 
to. The actual minimum dose, Which would destroy life, is, 
therefore, not only rendered uncertain by such considerations, 
but still more, by the actual want of direct experiments upon 
this subject ; it being, of course, inadmissible to experiment upon 
the living human subject Although the cases of poison by 
arsenic are frequent, and are often investigated with the greatest 
care, yet when this article is given or taken, for criminal pur- 
poses, the dose is not only indefinite, but by no means the small- 
est, which may be supposed to prove fatal. The following 
testimony touching the question relative to the amount required 
to destroy life, in any case, and also, respecting its modus ope- 
randi, is from authors whose testimony should have great 
weight. 

^^Arsenic acts with great violence when taken internally, and 
destroys life in a very short time. When taken in too large a 
dose^ as for instance, one fourth of a grain, it excites nausia, and 
slight chills. •••/>» doses above a grain, it destroys life, 
with symptoms denoting inflammation of the alimentary canal." 
This idea (respecting its specific action) "is certainly counte- 
nanced both by the appearance on dissection, and by the corro- 
sive quality of this substance." 

"Mr. Brodie, however, rejects this explanation of its modus 
operandi, and thinks himself warranted to conclude, from seve- 
ral experiments he performed upon this subject, that arsenic 
enters into the circulation, and that it produces its effects by 
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acting at once upon the neroous system^ the organs of the circu- 
lation, and the cUimentary caned ; and that death depends im- 
mediately on the suspension of the functions of the brain, and 
heart." *'This opinion is also entertained by Orfila."* Dr. 
George F. Gaegerof Stutgard, in a very elaborate and interesting 
dissertation, on the effect of arsenic upon various organized 
bodies, adduces a number of very strong arguments to prove, 
that arsenic does not produce its effects by any local action on 
the stomach and bowels. '^Nor in the manner of acrid poisons, 
nor the nervous system, but is analagous to the poison of the 
viper^ and ticunas, which act primarily upon the blood.f 

It will be seen from the above quotations, that, upon the mode 
in which arsenic destroys life, there are various opinions, and by 
those having perhaps equal claim to authority. 

The following testimony in respect to the minimum fatal dose, 
is somewhat more satisfactory, although not as definite as we 
could wish. Dr. Christison says, <'the smallest actually fatal 
dose, I have hitherto seen recorded^ is 4^ grains." Dr. Pe- 
reira says, that, "the powerful effects sometimes produced, by \^ 
i) Of i A gfsiin, lead us to suspect that one or two grains might 
produce death, but we have no recorded case of this." Hahne- 
mann says, "One, or two grains, may prove fatal," and Dr. 
Christison in remarking upon this statement, observes that "it 
cannot be very wide of the truth."]; As arsenic is generally (at 
least when employed for dental purposes) used without weigh- 
ing, it may be well to state in this connection, its great specific 
gravity, which is stated by Dr. Turner to be 3.7 — nearly four 
times as heavy as the same bulk of water. 

We submit the above suggestions and testimony upon this topic, 
hoping that they may elicit investigation and correct information 
upon this important subject. We would gladly leave this discus- 
sion, with our brief notice of the objections already stated, but we 
consider the third one named, hardly less formidable, than the two 
preceding. To the position that any article which it is possible to 
use safely, should be proscribed, either because it is liable to be 

• Eberle's Therapeutics, p. 201. 
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X Pereira's Materia Medica and Therapeutic?, yoI. 1, p. 535. 
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abused by quacks, or because its use by men of respectability, 
may be calculated to increase the number, and enhance the 
power of empirics ; or because such practice tends to disgust the 
public with the resources of our art, we expect to find strong 
opposition. This, however, will not deter us from submitting 
our own views upon this subject, leaving it for the future to de- 
cide, whether they shall be set down as merely chimerical, or 
whether they should have a bearing in relation to this and other 
practices of similar tendency. 

We shall be asked, why not strike arsenic, and a multitude of 
other articles, from the materia medica 9 This we think admits 
of a very brief answer. It has ever been regarded inadmissible, 
to use dangerous remedies, even where health and life are at 
stake, where the remedy is more dangerous than the disease, or 
when milder ones can be substituted. But the application of 
this article for dental purposes, has by no means the same apol- 
ogy. The object to be gained, at best, is merely the hope of 
saving a tooth. And were it true that even this object, could 
with certainty be realized, our objection would have less weight 
But when we. consider that by its use^ we lay the foundation of 
morbid action about the tooth, resulting generally in an unheal- 
thy abscess, an evil much more to be dreaded than the one for 
which the remedy was applied, we are inclined to say, that /or 
"better that one member should perishy^ than incur the hazard 
of the experiment. But we will not anticipate objections to the 
sentiments we have expressed upon this subject, not doubting 
they will appear in due time. 

Having taken the liberty to condemn the use of arsenic for the 
purpose of destroying nerves, we shall ofier some remarks on 
what we consider a far preferable mode of practice, and our rea- 
sons for thus regarding it; we allude to the practice of removing 
them at once, with an instrument. A very excellent paper upon 
this mode of operating, was read by E. J. Dunning, before the 
American Society of Dental Surgeons, at its last annual meeting, 
and published in the first number of volume 6, of the Ameri- 
can Journal and Library of Dental Science. Although we can- 
not by any means regard a tooth deprived of so much of its 
vitality, as it must be by the loss of its nerve, beyond contin- 
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gency, yet from such experience as we have had, we consider 
the chances of success infinitely greater than when the nerve is 
destroyed with arsenic. In the one case, we make the operation 
strictly a surgical one, in the other we create a disease (certainly 
so far as regards the nerve itself) which we cannot control. 
When the nerve, in a healthy state, is removed with an instru- 
ment, it being cut off near its upper extremity, no morbid action 
is excited, nor any impediment formed to the healing of the 
wound, the absorbents being sufficient to dispose of any thing 
that need be left, between the upper extremity of the filling 
(which should be introduced as soon as hemorrhage ceases) 
and the point of the root. This cannot be the case where the 
nerve is destroyed with arsenic, as then, there would be dis- 
eased action above the plug, certainly if the action of the arsenic 
has been such as to destroy the nerve its whole length. But if, 
in order to avoid this result, we only apply this substance so as 
to destroy the exposed portion, and then remove the remainder 
with an instrument, we have incurred the hazard of using this 
poison, to effect but a poor purpose, inasmuch as we only thus 
induce a morbid sensitiveness in the nerve, making the opera- 
tion decidedly more tedious than if we had used the instrument 
without any previous treatment We of course go on the sup- 
position that the nerve is to be removed, <^dead or alive," for no 
one would think of shutting in the nerve in either state, espe- 
cially afler it was saturated with arsenic. In respect to the pain 
necessarily connected with the removing of an inflamed nerve, 
it is seldom if ever very considerable. We have frequently per- 
formed the operation when the patient declared it no greater 
than would be inflicted by the prick of a pin. 

But whatever may be said in favor of any method of destroy- 
ing nerves, one objection must ever lie against the practice ; 
which is, that it renders the teeth comparatively dead, and 
necessarily less capable of resisting morbid influences. Although 
we occasionally destroy the nerve of a tooth (exclusively by an 
operation) with the view to fill it, we cannot regard the indis- 
criminate practice with unqualified favor. The success of this 
practice must ever depend upon a strict regard to a variety of 
circumstances which materially modify the result It is, for ex- 
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ample, wholly inadmissible to destroy the nerve of a tooth in 
any wayy which is already diseased about the root, and espe- 
cially, if it has no antagonist As a general rule, it may be 
said to be bad practice, where there is general disease of the 
gums, or an inflammatory tendency, and when the most rigid 
care is not taken by the patient, of the teeth and mouth. Not 
only should the state of the mouth be consulted, but tempera- 
ment, the state of the health, and above all the habits of the sub- 
ject are to be carefully considered, before we decide that the 
operation will, on the whole, be the least of two evils. Another 
governing circumstance, which should never be overlooked, is 
the class to which the tooth in question belongs. According to 
our own experience, it is much more successful upon the upper 
than upon the under teeth, although we are unable to assign a 
good reason for this. One thing is certain, that when inflam- 
mation and ulceration do result from this treatment, the conse- 
quences are far more serious, as connected with the under jaw, 
and the reason of this is obvious. The walls of the alveolar 
processes in the upper jaw are thin, and matter finds an easy 
egress, whereas, in the under, these walls are not only thick, but 
very dense and firm, making the escape of matter extremely 
difiicult. Such is the resistance ofiered by the bony wall in 
these teeth, that it generally finds its escape by the side of the 
fang, often involving thus the entire periosteum. We have seen 
the inferior bicuspidati literally raised from their sockets in this 
way. Others may do as they please, but for ourself, we will not 
consent to destroy a nerve on the under jaw, in any manner, till 
our views are materially changed upon this subject, and we 
have not yet seen fit to extend this practice farther back than the 
first molares on the upper. Such are our own views upon what 
we consider the best method of destroying nerves. We have 
already given our objections to the practice of *Hreating" nerves 
with arsenic. It only remains for us to notice the basis of the 
extensive call for this practice, by patients, and the temptations 
to meet such calls by dentists. We have no doubt that a fiur 
greater proportion of the teeth which are treated, would be ex- 
tracted, were it not for a supposed necessity on the part of the 
dentist that he must meet the wish of his patient ^ or there would 
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be a risk of losing his patronage. In conversation a few days 
since with a professional brother, for whose honesty and skill 
we have much respect, and whose views upon the use of ar- 
senic to destroy nerves, were similar to our own, he said that 
his "patient would have nerves killed," and that he ^'should 
lose one-half his business, did he refuse to do it.'' This, we 
have no doubt, is the feeling of many, yet we think it is making 
&r too great a virtue, of a small necessity. With the present 
prevalence of the belief, that teeth may be saved in this cheap 
way, we will guarantee to any dental practitioner, that he will 
have an abundant call for this kind of service, yet can the call 
for such practice, unless it is in itself right, justify any one for 
adhering to it? Suppose that, by any means, the belief had be- 
come general, that arsenic would cure the head-ache, and it was 
by those affected with this malady, to be sought for this pur- 
pose, would the physician be justifiable for meeting the wish of 
bis patient, knowing the prescription to be not only bad, but 
dangerous, simply because he feared he should lose his pat- 
ronage ? 

Would a surgeon be justified in letting blood, against his own 
judgment, simply because he was requested to do so 7 

But there is not the slightest need of losing patients by refus- 
ing to kill nerves with arsenic*. All that is necessary for a den- 
tist to ensure confidence, is by his works, to convince the public 
in which he is located, that he is thoroughly qualified to serve 
them, and that he is willing to do so, in every way save by 
quack operations ; let him inform his patients that when nerves 
are destroyed by any ^Hreaiment^^^ arsenic is the material with 
which it is done, notwithstanding they may have been told, 
that it could be done with some '^mild and harmless cordial ;" 
let him above all, explain to his patient, the necessary, direct, 
and remote effects which this drug will have, and if all this is 
done in a kind, frank, and intelligent way, we should be willing 
to be responsible for the loss of every patient worth retaining. 
We claim that the call itself for this practice, is necessarily based 
on a false idea of its virtues, and ignorance of the danger and 
risk necessarily attending its application ; and whenever patients 
are truly enlightened upon both, they, as a general rule, cannot 
be persuaded to have it applied. 

VOL. TI.— 16 
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No popular error connected with dentistry, is so universal, or 
so mischievous in its consequences as the supposition that a 
tooth cannot ache after the nerve is destroyed. This single error 
has been the basis of more quackery than ail others combined« 
This mistaken notion, not only makes thousands willing dupes 
to those who will assure them that they have some peculiar 
method by which nerves may be destroyed, "without pain,'' but 
causes them ardently to seek the services of those who possess 
the invaluable specific. Its consequences are exceedingly bad 
in another respect. It serves as the basis of a negligence, both 
in respect to their own attention to their teeth, in regard to the 
use of the means of preserving them, and in respect to securing 
the timely services of the dentist ; feeling that there is one last 
kope^ "the nerve can be killed," and then all will be well. Any 
dentist who occupies the same field for any considerable time, 
is responsible in some measure, for the notions entertained by 
his patients, at least, upon all the important topics connected 
with his professional practice. He may prepare them for impo- 
sition, or he may, by diffusing correct information, shield them 
against the most insiduous attacks of empirics. Let, for example, 
a dentist who is at all entitled to respect^ take good care to in- 
struct his patients, that caries depends upon some peculiar state 
of the stomach, and as a conclusion, that these causes are be- 
yond their control, and that any means adopted to secure clean- 
liness, other than those directed to keep ih^ front teeth looking 
decently y are a humbug, let him take good care to have them all 
impressed with the idea, nay, the firm belief that teeth can be 
saved just as well, or perhaps rather better, after the nerve is ex- 
posed, so that it may be destroyed, and that all this can be done 
by a very slight operation, one which causes not the least pain, 
that all dead roots in whatever state they may be in, should be 
retained, "to keep the jaw in place, and the face from falling in," 
and we have no doubt that such an one will find ample scope 
for kreosote and arsenic, if for nothing else, for the antiseptic 
powers of these choice remedies. He will call about him just 
that class of patients which his doctrines are calculated to create, 
and who will demand at his hands, the very remedies be has 
advocated. 
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On the other hand, let him spare no pains to instruct his pa- 
tients jr^ro/^er/;^, in relation to all those cardinal points, constitut- 
ing the basis of good practice, teach them the real causes of de- 
cay, how they may be avoided, how counteracted, in short, how 
controlled ; let him impress the belief, that even the nerves of 
teeth were placed there for some good purpose, and that the 
teeth are far more safe while the nerve is in its normal condition, 
and that the active ingredient in all the ^'mild cordials" used for 
the purpose of destroying them, is ratsbane^ which can never be 
used without danger ; that the tooth must at best be a dead tooth, 
originating not only inflammation, but ulceration, and the most 
tedious and uncontrolable kind of tooth-ache ; that, indeed, the 
very means employed to cure, lays the foundation for all this 
train of evils, and he may rest assured that a very different kind 
bf patients will grace his operating rooms, and with as different 
a suit of requests. Such instructions will not only secure to 
him who gives them, and practices accordingly, a suit of patrons 
who will stand by him, but they will free him from a thousand 
perplexities and trials neqpssarily accompanying any compromis- 
ing course. 



ARTICLE IV. 

Effects of Oreasoie on the. Economy in Health. 

Reichenbach has properly remarked that the excessive burn- 
ing pain in the tongue, which creasote causes, must have at 
once suggested it to be a poisonous substance. It was soon 
found that plants, sprinkled with creasote water, died ; that fish 
placed in it were convulsed ; and that small animals, as wasps 
and flies, died when touched with pure creasote. If a small 
quantity of it be spread upon the hand, and washed off a minute 
afterwards, the place is found to present a white appearance, but 
without pain or inflammation. In the course of a few days the 
place becomes dry, and the cuticle desquamates. When crea- 
sote is applied to a part where the epidermis is deficient, or to a 



l24 Effects of Creosote on the Economy in Health. [Decembbk, 

wound, instantaneously an extreme vialent burning pain is ex- 
perienced, which continues for eight or ten minutes, but if the 
part be carefully washed, it gradually ceases. The cause of this 
is conceived to be the property which creasote possesses of coag- 
ulating albumen ; and, where blood is flowing, of arresting it. 
If the rapid disturbance, which it excites, affects important or- 
gans, death results sooner or later according to their importance 
in the economy ; relief, however, may be afforded by those sub- 
stances that dissolve coagulated albumen, as caustic alkalies, 
acetic acid, &c. It is probable, however, that the poisonous 
properties result from its acrid character. 

To apgpreciate the physiological effects of creasote, experiments 
have been undertaken by many individuals. Miguet gave a 
young dog, for eight days, an ounce a day of distilled water con- 
taining four drops of creasote, without any effect When, how-* 
ever, he doubled the dose, nausea, languor, subsultus tendinum 
and tremors occurred, followed in the course of a few days, by 
marked emaciation. On discontinuing the creasote, the func- 
tions gradually resumed their pristine condition, and the animal 
recovered its flesh. To another dog, he gave at once two drams 
in half an ounce of water, and immediately thereafter great pros- 
tration of the muscular system ensued — vertigo, fixed eyes, stu- 
por, dyspncBa, accumulation of mucus in the air passages, spas- 
modic cough, discharge of large quantities of foamy saliva, with 
vomiting of a milky matter, although the animal had taken noth- 
ing of the kind. After two hours of suffering, the animal died 
of convulsions. The body was immediately opened ; all the 
tissues, except the liver, exhaled a strong smell of creasote ; and 
the whole of the mucous membrane of the intestinal canal was 
inflamed. The matters contained in the stomach coagulated 
when placed in contact with albumen. When heated, they 
yielded a thick smoke, and a marked smell of creasote. In the 
heart and large vessels the blood was more firmly coagulated 
than usual : the lungs were gorged with blood ; in the brain 
there was no evidence either of congestion or haemorrhage. 

In another dog, into whose carotid equal portions of water and 
creasote were injected, death resulted with similar phenomena, 
but more rapidly. The precise quantity of creasote used in this 
experiment is not stated. 
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SimoEiy in his experimeDts, found that when ten drops of 
creasote, diluted, were injected into a vein, scarcely any effect 
resulted. 

Reiter and Muller, who likewise made experiments on ani- 
mals, agree with Simon as to the result of injections of creasote 
into the veins ; no special symptoms were induced by it, but 
this appeared to be owing to the blood being instantaneously 
coagulated by it, which not only prevented the farther progress 
of the creasote, but also of the blood, hence no evil consequences 
resulted; and it is probable, as Riecke has suggested,^ that the 
weaker the solution of creasote, within certain limits, the greater 
may be its effect on the mass of blood. 

Corneliani,t an Italian physician, has also instituted a series 
of experiments with creasote on lambs, rabbits, &c. All these 
animals bore small doses of creasote — ^however unwillingly it 
might be taken — without any remarkable results, and without 
loss of appetite. Large doses, however, immediately occasioned 
general torpor, sudden inclination to pass the urine, paralysis — 
especially of the lower extremities — with or without convulsions, 
and frequently the ejection of a bloody foam. When the doses 
were large, and it was but little diluted, death took place in a 
few minutes, and on examination, the inner lining of the stom- 
ach was generally found corroded, yet not so constantly as to 
allow of death being ascribed to that circumstance. 

It followed, farther, firom his experiments, that pure creasote 
applied to a denuded nerve, or injected only in small quantities 
into a vein, may occasion death suddenly, and that the applica- 
tion of the creasote to extensive^ wounded sur&ces in the same 
animals may be ultimately followed by fatal consequences. 

Where a very large dose of creasote was administered, imme- 
diate death was produced without organic lesion. 

In the trials made with it by Dr. ElliotsonJ: he found no ac- 
tion produced upon the bowels ; but it sometimes augmented 

* Die neuern Arzneimittei, u. s. w. S. 153. 

t Giornale.delle Scienze Medico-Chirurgiche^ No. S.Febrajo, 1835; Brit, 
and Foreign Med. Review^ p. 265^ Jan. 1836, and Journ. de Chimie Medi* 
cale, FeT. 1836. 

X Medico-Chiruig* Transact, vol. zix- London, 1835. 
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the quantity of urine. He once saw it in doses of a minim three 
times a day, cause micturition nine times in an hour. In ano- 
ther case, in doses of three minims, it produced severe strangury. 

According to Simon, when applied to the muscles, it destroys 
the surface like a caustic. MuUer and Reiter, in their experi- 
ments, found that it speedily rendered the muscular fibres of a 
dirty whitish appearance, and readily lacerable. When applied 
to the fresh blood of the hog, it converted the color in an instant 
to an ashy gray; after which it became black and quickly co- 
agulated. Mixed, either pure or diluted, with blood, it thickens 
it, the mixture assumes a brown red color, and it is found stud- 
ded with small white points, which are nothing more than 
coagulated albumen. On exposing the coagulum to the air, it 
assumes a yellowish red color. Reich, on the other hand, who 
appears to have made many experiments with creasote, both in 
internal and external diseases, affirms, that he has never observ- 
ed any caustic effect from it ; from which assertion, as Riecke 
has remarked,* the only inference to be deduced is, that he must 
always have applied it largely diluted. Fremanger likewise 
asserts, that when pure creasote is applied to the epidermis, it 
does not destroy it ; but merely occasions more or less redness 
of the skin. When applied to a suppurating surface, it caused, 
instantaneously, the formation of a white pellicle, owing to its 
coagulating the albumen contained in the secretion from the 
wound. Adventitious tissues, with which it is brought in con- 
tact, are destroyed by it When placed between the lips of a 
wound it prevents healing by the first intention, by coagulating 
the albumen, and, consequently, it may be employed in all cases 
where it is desirable to prevent the growing together of parts. 
Fremanger is, indeed, disposed to refer all its efficacy to the 
action which it exerts on albumen. 

Its long continued use often occasions an inflammatory condi* 
tion which, as Dr. J. L. Da Luzf observes, has nothing in com'* 

• Op. cil. S. 154. 

t JorDal da Sociedade das Sciencas Medicas de Lisboa, tom. v. Lisboa* 
1837 ; reviewed ia Zeitschrift fur die gesammle Mediuin. Oct. 1838, S. 
244. 
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mon with the disease, for the cure of which it may have been 
prescribed. In a case of porrigo favosa treated by it recently by 
the author, febrile irritation supervened, and the head was cov- 
ered by an artificial eruption, which induced, however, a new 
action in the intermediate system of the scalp, and after its sub- 
sidence, the porrigo was cured. 

Dr. Cormack, of Edinburgh, has likewise instituted various 
experiments on the lower animals to test the physiological 
effects of creasote.^ In three experiments, about twenty-five 
drops of pure creasote were injected into the venous system of 
dogs. All the animals died. In every case of poisoning by it, 
which he has observed. Dr. Cormack found the following to be 
the symptoms : — Its first deleterious action was a powerfiil one 
of sedation on the heart; the vital energies of that organ seem- 
ing to be instantaneously paralysed. In some instances, hur- 
ried and sonorous respiration went on for more than a minute 
after the heart had ceased to beat. In general, one or two con- 
vulsions, resembling the tetanic, preceded death ; and, almost 
invariably before expiring, the animal uttered one or more shrill 
cries. In every instance, the atony of the heart immediately 
after death was very striking. 

From other experiments it appears, that when creasote is in- 
jected into the arteries, the deleterious effects are of a much 
milder character, and if the dose is not large the animal may 
experience but little inconvenience ; a circumstance, which 
proves the importance of a thorough admixture with the blood 
before the poisonous article reaches the heart ; such admixture 
not taking place, to the necessary extent, when the poison is 
injected into the veins, but being readily effected when injected 
into the arteries, and consequently distributed through the ca- 
pillary or intermediate system. 

When taken for any length of time,the urine acquires a black- 
ish hue, and in some cases creasote can be recognised in the 
urine. t — Dunglisaris New Remedies. 

* Op. cit. p. 66. 

t Dr. Macleodf in Medical Gazette, z?i. 559» aod xvii. 653. 
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ARTICLE V. 

On the Application of Artificud Teethy on Plaies mth Clasps. 

By S. M. Shepherd, D. D. S. 

Messrs. Editors :— As improvement has been the all-absorb> 
ing theme in the dental profession for the last several years, and 
especially so since the establishment of a Dental Journal, 
through which the various members can report their experi- 
ments, discoveries, &c., each item, I may say, in the catalogue 
of dental operations, medical, surgical and mechanical, has been 
the subject of close re-examination and experiment But while 
all who are at all iamiliar with the subject are satisfied that nu- 
merous and valuable discoveries and improvements have been 
made^ none ought to doubt that in some particulars, errors have 
crept in. This remark is applicable to errors in practice, wher- 
ever found; but my object at this time is to call the attention of 
the profession to one single item, the manner of clasping arti- 
ficial teeth. I think a decided error prevails in this particular, 
which has done, and is still doing a great deal of damage. The 
error of which I speak is found in the broad clasp, which has 
become almost universal. 

Since the appearance of Dr. Brown's most valuable essays on 
^^mechanical dentistry," accompanied by his plates, I observe 
that almost every artificial piece requiring clasps is copied afier 
his ; an error the more fatal because so few were to be found in 
the whole of his publications on the subject. And it is a sin- 
gular &ct, that, not an idea suggested by him has been, so far as 
I am able to judge, more readily seized upon. Those papers of 
the doctor's were well timed, and served as a sort of pioneer in 
the mechanical branch of dentistry, especially among dentists 
who are situated remote from the large cities, who seldom see 
an artificial piece except of their own manufecture. Many 
labored under great embarrassment, for want of knowledge, which 
is amply furnished in those papers. 

But no practice is admissible which results in injury ; and so 
fax as my observation extends, the broad clasp, with few excep- 
tions, does inflict injury on the tooth over which it passes. 
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A single reflection upon the articulation of the teeth will show 
the impropriety of placing any clasp or fixture on them that 
would prevent their natural motion. The periosteum or th^ 
membranes lining the socket and covering the fangs of the 
tooth, gives it the power of motion, of which, it may not on any 
account be robbed. 

This is done to a greater or less extent by the use of the 
broad clasp. 

A description of the manner in which the clasp is made, of 
which I complain, will give some idea of its unyielding charac- 
ter. The plate is cut and stamped down upon the model, ex- 
tending not merely to the tooth, but having a circular notch cut 
or filed out so as to conform exactly to the shape of the tooth at 
its neck, one-third, or even half way round it The clasp is 
then cut from a piece of plate a little thicker than ordinary, and 
being wrapped around the tooth, covering nearly its whole 
crown, the edge is' neatly fitted down to the plate and soldered 
firmly. This constitutes a fixture as unyielding, comparatively, 
as the nose band of a cart axle, and when forced over the crown 
of the tooth, it holds it with something like the firmness of a 
vice. But in many instances, when these cart bands come to 
be applied to the teeth, they do not fit; they were made to fit 
the model precisely, and unless the model is an exact represen- 
tation of the teeth, they do not fit the teeth of course. But fit 
or not, if they will go on at all, and stay there, they are usually 
forced on ; for the manner of their construction will not admit 
of much alteration after the piece is finished, no matter how 
much or how little they may require it In case the fit is not 
perfect, the position of the tooth may be changed, pushed over 
a little to one side, which gives it a very uneasy feeling until 
the periosteum becomes paralysed at the points of pressure. 
Thus the circulation in this delicate membrane is cut off at those 
points, and disorganization is the inevitable consequence. 

Another important consideration arises here ; the fit of these 
clasps is usually so tight that the wearer finds it exceedingly 
difiSicult to remove them for the purpose of cleaning, so much 
80 that in many cases it is partially, and in some, wholly ne- 
glected. Wherever this is the case, sad is the result 
VOL. vi.— 17 
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I will mention one case only, out of many which have fallen 

under my notice. Mrs. , of the town in which I live, 

visited one of our northern cities, a few years since, for the pur- 
pose of having some artificial teeth inserted. She had lost the 
superior central and lateral incisors, the cuspidati, and the first 
and second bicuspids of both sides. I saw the mouth before 
she went on, and it was a most beautiful case to be filled. The 
teeth to be clasped to, were well adapted to the purpose, perfectly 
healthy and firmly set in their places. She went on, however, 
and had them put in. Some twelve or fifteen months after 
this she called on me to examine her mouth, and said her teeth 
required some little alteration. I saw in an instant that very 
broad and powerful clasps had been used, and all round these, 
originally healthy molar teeth, the gums were in a state of 
actual suppuration, and highly inflamed. I removed the arti- 
ficial teeth, but not without considerable difliculty, so very 
tightly were they forced on ; and when I did succeed, the blood 
flowed freely from the gums. 1 asked the lady how she man- 
aged to get them out when she wanted to clean them. 

'^I get them out !" said she ; <Hhey have never been out but 
once since they were in, and then I got a dentist to take them 
out to do something to them ;" and no one would doubt it after 
looking in her mouth. Those fine, healthy molar teeth, which 
I saw not more than two years before, were now partly drawn 
firom their sockets, quite loose, and bid fair to make a final exit 
in less than two years more. 

The idea seems to be prevalent, that the more firmly an arti- 
ficial piece can be secured in the mouth, the better. 

It is certainly an unpleasant thing to have one's teeth falling 
about in the mouth, of their own accord, and to see, when in 
conversation with an individual, his or her teeth drop down a 
quarter of an inch every time the mouth opens, it requires more 
patience than I possess to sit or stand still. So, then, for the 
comfort of all parties, it is necessary, when artificial teeth must 
be worn, to have them at least sufliciently secured to maintain 
their position. 

This I think may be done by the use of an elastic clasp, which 
will not produce the injury to which I have referred. The clasp 
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which I use is a wire, made nearly flat on one side, but a little 
more convex on the other. One end of this is soldered to the 
plate at a point where it will lie easy, and the other end extends 
to the tooth to which it is to be fastened, passes quite round, and 

• 

Is bent in, so as to spring to the tooth binding upon its surface, at 
least three-fourths of its circumference ; and at the same time I 
give it a shape that will cause it to spring the plate to the roof 
of the mouth. Thus I have a clasp that acts as a spring, which 
is perfectly elastic and yet it is steady. I have used the various 
clasps which I have seen in use, and these in all respects please 
me better than any I have ever tried. When made right, I be- 
lieve, they are less liable to become loose than any other, and if 
from any cause they should become loose, it is no trouble to 
make them &sL Some object to clasps of this kind that they 
are liable to wear the teeth oflf, around which they pass. Dr. 
Westcott ridicules the idea of wearing off a tooth with a gold 
wire. There is a good deal of truth in his remarks on that sub- 
ject, but I am not prepared to go all the way with him ; for I am 
satisfied that I have seen some teeth cut off by the clasp alone ; 
and that by a wearing process. So &i as the clasp serves as a 
means of confining corrosive agents to the surface of the teeth^ 
the narrow clasp is far less objectionable than the other. 

The clasp that is most liable to wear away the tooth is that 
which does not pass sufficiently far around it to embrace it with- 
in itself; but simply passes behind it, while some other part of 
the piece rests against the front part of some other tooth, which 
thus for a time will keep it tolerably secure ; but so soon as either 
of the teeth yield a little, which they will both do in a very short 
time usually, the whole piece becomes loose and begins to slip 
about in the mouth at every motion of the tongue. Then be- 
gins the wearing process ; and if you tighten it by bending in 
the clasp, the teeth yield still further, and thus it continues until 
the tooth is cut off. 

I will venture to affirm that this will never happen where the 
clasp embraces the tooth sufficiently to sustain itself indepen- 
dently of any other tooth.* 

* Our own observations and experience do not accord with the views of 
Dr. S. as expressed in the foregoing article. Wide clasps when accurately 
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ARTICLE VI. 
Letter frtnn G. Evans. 

Social Circle, Ga, Mm. 20th, 1845. 

Sir : — Inclose^ you will find a history of a case of rapid appear- 
ance of teeth (in the course of twenty-four hours) in sockets 
from which others had been extracted, and of fungous excres- 
cence, &c., which occurred in a child of fours years and seven 
months of age. You will also find twelve of the teeth enclosed, 
the other twelve mouldered to dust, this occurred in Caswell 
County, North Carolina, some twelve years since. As I am 
only a student of dentistry, I send the history of the case, and 
the teeth to you, with a request that it be reported in the Ameri- 
can Journal of Dental Science, with such remarks as you may 
deem proper to make, if you should think the case worthy of 
notice. Yours, &c. 

JOHN H. GRAVES. 
To Dr. C. a. Harris. 

CoitceU County, JV*. C, Oct. lOth, 1545. 

Dear Sir : — I did not receive your letter of the 12th of August, 
till yesterday. We now proceed to answer your request, to the 
best of our recollection, as the case was not committed to writ- 
ing at the time. The child was four years and seven months old 
when he first complained. Well and healthy before, was rest- 
less of nights a while before we knew any thing was the matter 
with him. One morning he came to his mother and said he had 
a sore in his mouth : she looked at it, and thought it was a gum- 
boil. It continued to grow, and a few days after, Dr. John 
Comer was called ; he came, and he called the place a fungus. 
Two of his jaw teeth had become loose ; the doctor thought it 
advisable to extract them, and did so. This was on Friday 
and the next day week I called the doctor again. By this time 

adapted to the teeth on which they are placed, we have found, hold a dental 
substitute more firmly than narrow ones, and that too, with less injury to 
the teeth, and it is for this reason, that the former have almost wholly, within 
the last few years, taken the place of the latter ; we are glad, however, that 
the attention of the profession is invited to the subject, and should be glad 
to have a full expression of opinion from the members of the profession 
upon it. — Bolt. Ed, 
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it appeared in both jaws : he then extracted several more, they 
being loose, and continued to get so till all his jaw teeth were 
extracted, from his eye teeth back, done at different times as 
they become loose. Twelve in number taken out, which had 
firm roots, and they were not decayed, no complaint of tooth- 
ache, as they were extracted ; others would appear, sometimes in 
twenty-four hours, which I extracted with my fingers, as the 
roots were soft or fleshy, as you may see by those I send you, 
the same number as the first. All his fore teeth remained firm 
and tight till his death. This all took place in one month firom 
the day the doctor was first called to the time he died : he be- 
came very much swelled in body ; he lost his flesh but still kept 
hearty to eat such as he could eat without teeth ; he had always 
been a very healthy child. By examining those teeth I send, you 
find seven which are of the first set, the other five are of the last, 
the balance of the twenty-four, that was taken out, mouldered 
away to dust. The suffering he bore is past describing. The 
doctor operated tyvo or three times on his jaw, but all to no effect 

Your friend, &c. 

GOODWIN EVANS. 
To Maj. John H. Graves. 

P. S. I was a student of medicine at the time the case given 
by Mr. Evans occurred, and as far as I recollect, it is pretty cor- 
rectly described ; one important fact, however, which he has 
omitted, I will mention, that is, after all the teeth were extracted 
he brought him to Dr. Comer, where I was prosecuting the 
study of medicine, and I saw the doctor remove large fungous 
excrescences that had sprung up out of the jaw bone, when the 
teeth were extracted. This was frequently repeated afterwards, 
all however Xxf no effect, as they continued to return as long as 
he lived, notwithstanding the actual cautery was frequently 
applied. N. M. ROAN. 

Note. — ^The only thing mysterious or difficult of explanation in the case, 
here described, is, that so young a child should have been the subject of a 
fungous excrescence of the jaws. Eight of the teeth which were removed 
were the temporary molares, eight the bicuspides, whose crowns were only 
partially ossified, and the other eight, the first and second permanent mo- 
fares, the last but partially ossified. The temporary teeth and permanent 
molares are in our possession. The fungous excrescence, as would seem, 
originated from the cells of the maxillary bones or rather alveolar border, 
above and beneath the teeth, which, bv its growth, were removed from their 
sockets and brought to the surface of the gums. — BaU, Ed, 
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ARTICLE VII. 

Contributions to Operative and Mechanical Dentistry* 

By W. H. Elliot, D. D. S. 

No. 7. 

HINTS TO THE PROFESSION ON THE INVENTION AND CONSTRUC- 
TION OF DENTAL INSTRUMENTS. 

Although much may be found in the practice of every en- 
lightened member of the profession, that is universally received 
as correct and useful, there may also be something discovered 
which would be considered by many practiciens as unscientific 
and injurious ; this fact alone would be sufficient evidence, if 
we had no other proof, that our noble science is far from enjoy- 
ing that state of perfection that its importance seems to demand. 
But while we witness in our daily practice the uncertain man- 
ner in which the dentist proceeds to arrive at some of the most 
simple ends — the necessity for scores of instruments that have 
never yet received form, even in the imagination, the conviction 
comes upon us with still greater force. 

There are yet too many operations that may justly be found 
fault with, either in the method in which the operation is per* 
formed, or the principle upon which the instrument acts. It is 
true, that there are a few instruments that may not appear sus- 
ceptible of any improvement to the most prolific inventive genius, 
while there are others that seem as well adapted to one operation 
as another, being totally unsuited to any. In the midst of the 
most trivial operation, we are often at a loss for an instrument 
with which to proceed, and at such times, we are forced to feel 
that there is some principle entirely wanting, some link in the 
chain of instruments that has never yet been forged. While so 
much remains to be done, no apology can be offered for a mo- 
ment's idleness, but we should rather consider it a privilege to 
assist in stamping the present age as one of improvement in our 
own profession, to add a single spark to <<the blaze of the nine- 
teenth century." But the responsibility rests not entirely with 
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inventive minds, they are generally ready to exercise their talents 
when an opportunity offers, and they may receive much valua- 
ble assistance from writers if they will take the trouble to sug- 
gest the necessity for any instrument they may think required, 
and, if while they are praising the virtues of some instruments, 
they will mention the faults of others, so that they may be cor- 
rected, they will confer a greater benefit. If any one doubts the 
propriety of this, let him make the experiment by calling for an 
instrument for any operation, mentioning all the advantages he 
wishes it to possess, and we doubt not if it be not a solecism in 
itself it will be immediately produced. 

We do not expect in the present instance to lay down rules by 
which every man may become an inventor ; that would indeed 
be a field too ample for our limited capacities ; such a work, if 
the proposition were possible, would fill volumes like the one in 
which this article is published. Our highest aim is to render 
some slight assistance to those who already possess the power of 
conceiving new causes, but are entirely without any fixed prin- 
ciples upon which to act. Believing, as our friend Bishop 
Hopkins once said to us, that <^the gift of invention is the gift of 
heaven, he who possesses it cannot live without exercising it, 
if he would ; but he who does not possess that faculty, may be 
capable of accomplishing almost any object ; he may fly, but he 
cannot invent" The inventive mind may be systematized, but 
it cannot be cultivated , it may be taught to act upon specified 
principles which will enable it to overcome, to a certain degree, 
the opposing difficulties, to make use of what is already known 
in the discovery of things unknown ; but it must ever labor with 
the same embarrassment in the search of new principles. 

Without the ability of fixing the attention upon one subject 
for a considerable length of time, little advancement can be made 
in mechanical discoveries ; for in the very commencement we 
must find out and retain the principle upon which the machine 
is to act without the use of drawings, or even the assistance of 
fimcied forms ; these would only encumber the mind until the 
peculiar motions required and the means of producing those 
motions has been decided upon. 

Principles and not things must first engage the attention ; the 
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recollection of forms, which must be constantly changing, can 
be of no service. For instance, if we wish to invent an instru- 
ment for extracting the teeth, we are first to consider its point of 
contact upon the tooth, the principle which is to retain it there, 
the position of the fulcrum, if one be used, the motion which is 
to disengage the tooth, the means of producing that motion, the 
effect of the necessary force upon the jaw, ice; and if these all 
be satisfactory, we are then prepared to give form and propor- 
tion, first to the moving parts, and lastly to the basis, or founda- 
tion of the instrument, which is to hold the moving parts in 
their relative positions. As well might the poet express a senti- 
ment before he has conceived it, or the painter draw the outlines 
before he has decided what he will portray, as the inventor, to 
give so much as an imaginary form to the parts of a machine 
before he has found a suitable principle for it to act upon. 

We have observed, in beginners particularly, that the mind 
constantly reverts to forms, a total inability to consider the mo^ 
tions of a machine without giving to the parts that make those 
motions a fancied shape, and thus by materializing every 
thought, the whole power of the mind is concentrated in mere 
remembrance of figures, with which at first it has nothing to do. 

Unencumbered, the mind passes rapidly from one principle to 
another, until it hits upon one suited to its present necessities. 
Motions and not matter is what we have to deal with first, and 
when we have learned to think of a lever, a crank, or a wheel, 
and follow their several motions perfectly without connecting 
them with any thing material, we shall have taken the first in- 
dispensable and most important step in training the mind to 
mechanical discoveries. Then, and not till then, can we pro- 
ceed independently of what is already known in mechanics. 

Many inventions have been made by comparison, or in other 
words, by applying old principles to new purposes, as in case of 
the reacting steam engine, which was taken up and applied to 
the propelling of saw-mills, more than two thousand years after 
it was invented and used by the ancients in performing their 
religious rites, and is said to have been made in imitation of 
the reacting water-wheel ; but such improvements are seldom 
the product of an inventive mind, nor are they ofketl of tiauch 
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utility, since a slight change in the nature of the 
wrought, or in the element in which they act, (as was the case 
with the machine mentioned above,) is liable to defeat the experi- 
ment ; therefore, time spent in search of a simile by which to 
fiishion another machine for a new purpose is lost ; for although 
a design may operate to perfection when applied to the purposes 
for which it was invented, it will generally be found foil of 
fruits, both in principle and construction, when applied under 
different circumstances to new ends. 

The pile, which is easily driven into the earth by the fidling 
weight, would cripple under the application of a lever power of 
equal or of a much smaller force, and yet the power of a lever is 
found indispensably necessary in some instances where the prin- 
cijde of the pile-driver would be entirely out of place. In the 
invention and construction of dental instruments and other ap- 
paratus, there is the same liability to misapplication of principle, 
an example of which may be found in the hammer and punch 
&r pressing fillings, or in the use of the smith's vice for striking 
up plates. 

Nothing short of a thorough knowledge of mechanical causes 
and effects, can enable the inventor to choose correctly when he 
is searching for new principles. 

In the invention of instruments of simple construction, that 
is, such as need not necessarily consist of more than one piece, 
after we have decided upon its peculiar motions, and the man- 
ner in which it is to effect the parts operated upon, we may then 
give form to the cutting part or point, mentally, and fix it in the 
position it will occupy when in use. We may then imagine a 
handle of suitable size and length, placed in such a position that 
if it were connected with the point, this might receive firom it 
the necessary force and direction without inconvenience to the 
operator or risk of accident. We have then only to join the 
point with the handle in such a way that the connecting part 
will not interfere with the motions of the instrument. 

For instance, if we wish to produce an instrument for remov- 
ing tartar from the posterior surfaces of the lower incisarsy our 
first step is to look about for a principle, which may readily be 
found in the instruments in use at the present day, viz. an up- 

TOL. TI. — 18 
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ward motion of a thick, finn edge, used as a scraper. Our 
second step is to imagine a cutting edge of proper shape and 
dimensions, placed against that part of thQ tooth firom which the 
tartar is. to be removed, a, figure 1, represents the tooth, and by 
the point in its proper position. 



FfCL 
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Our third step is to imagine a handle occupying that position 
in which the operator can exert his force with precision. This 
may be done with the one in the cut, especially if he rests his 
thumb upon the adjoining teeth. . The dotted lines show that 
part of the instrument which connects the point with the han- 
dle. \rhis instrument will apply only to the posterior portion of 
the incisors, but the same rules will guide us in the invention 
of scalers for teeth in all positions. 

Again, for the sake of tiyihg. our new rules, we will apply 
them to the invention of an instrument for . excavating a cavity 
in the posterior siir&ce of a dens sdpientiay and for the purpose of 
trying them more thoroughly, we will choose. foe a principle 
that of the round headed or rose drill. We have then, mentally, 
to place in the cavity the cutting part of a drill, a,, figure '2i 
Then place the handle b in aconvenient position, and lastly, 
the connecting part, c. The only objection that can be offered 
to this instrument id, that it will ' tiot. perform an entire revolu- 
tion, which if it be a &ult, cannot be remedied in an instrument 
of a simple construction, but may be readily overcome by giving 
to the instrument the complex form. 
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Complez instraments are those in which it becomes necessary 
to obtain, by means of some of the mechanical powers, a greater 
amount of force or variety of motion than can conveniently be 
given it by the hand ; such are the excising instrument, bow, 
drill, d&c. Instruments of this character generally consist of 
several moving parts, and a basis whose office it is to hold the 
moving parts in their relative positions. 

The invention of complez instraments is an undertaking of a 
more difficult nature, and yet all the instructions that can be 
given on that subject may be communicated in a very few 
words. In the first step we have not only to decide upon the 
manner in which the instruments shall affect the parts, the ne- 
cessary motions, but also the means of producing those motions. 

The second step exhibits the inventive genius in all its force 
and beauty ; it is comparatively an easy matter to decide what 
manner the parts shall be effected, the proper motions of the 
cutting parts or points of the instrument, and also which of the 
great mechanical powers shall be brought into use for produc- 
ing the desired end ; but the difficult point to be solved, is, how 
shall these powers be made to act 7 what form shall they take 7 
To do this we are to make use of them in the simplest form that 
they can possibly be presented to the mind, and then mould 
them in the imagination, into such forms as shall make them 
peculiarly applicable to the purposes for which they are wanted. 
In doing this we may discover that the power we have chosen 
cannot be made serviceable upon any principle we can conceive 
for it to act upon. 

For instance, if we wish to produce a great force by a simple 
lever, if its length be limited, we may find that in making it of 
a proper proportion, the two joidts which are represented by 
weight and fulcrum cannot be brought near enough together, 
and at the same time made strong enough to answer the pur- 
pose. lA such a case, we are to drop the lever and choose some 
other power. A difficulty of this description is presented in the 
common excising forceps. If the centre of the joint of this in- 
strument could be brought within two lines of the cutting edges, 
the operator could use it with much greater precision, and less 
risk of inju^ to the parts by the violence of the effort ; this dif- 
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ficulty, may, however, be overcome by changiDg the principle 
upon which the lever acts ; and for example, we will take the 
excising instrument In this instance, our only object is to so 
alter the principle and proportion of the lever, as to produce an 
instrument of much greater power than the one in general use. 
In the first place then, the tooth must be cut off by the ap* 
proximation of two firm edges, moved by the simplest of all 
means, a lever. The next step is to fix, in the mind's eye, the 
cutting points of the instrument in their place against the tooth, 
and also to place a lever so as to bear against one of the points, 
aa^ figure 3, the cutting points, fti, the lever in its simplest 
form. Thirdly, we must add a basis or foundation that will 
hold one point and the fulcrum of the lever at a fixed distance 
from each other^ and also serve as a handle for the instrument, 
ec, represents the basis. 

FI&3. 




We now have an instrument which is mechanically correct, 
though not by any means a convenient one. A sit is, it requires 
both hands of the operator to use it, but by bringing the lever 
near the handle, it may be used with one hand. The dotted 
lines show the alteration made for the sake of convenience. 
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la the whole anangement of the instrument, regard should 
be had to the nature of the force required. If it be necessary to 
make a powerful effort, and at the same time to have the extent 
of the motion perfectly at the control of the operator, though the 
opposing force might by accident be removed suddenly, it is ne- 
cessary to have the instrument so arranged as to bring Into 
action the^:ror et extensor carpi idnarisy this is only necessary 
in extracting teeth with the key. When teeth are extracted in 
this manner, the shaft of the instrument forms a right angle 
with the forearm. If the ferearm be brought into a line with 
the shaft of the instrument so as to call into action the pronator 
or stgrinator muscles, the operator has not sufficient control over 
their motion, so that if the tooth lose its attachment to the jaw 
suddenly, the force being still continued, it passes out laterally, 
carrying with it a portion of the alveolus, or leaving one of its 
fiings behind, where, if the force of the instrument had been dis- 
continued at the proper time, the operation might have been 
safely completed with the forceps. 

In case a rapid succession of motions be required, the flexors 
and extensors of the wrist may properly be used, since their 
action may be continued much longer without fiitigue than any 
other muscle about the hand or forearm, in proof of which the 
bow-drill and file furnish examples. 

If a sudden effort be required like that necessary to excise a 
la^ tooth, the pronator muscle is best suited to the purpose, for 
in that case no injury can come from continuing the motion too 
ftr. 



ARTICLE VIII. 

On the Education of Dentists, 

No one can legally practice as a surgeon who has not gone 
through a certain curriculum of education, produced certificates, 
at least of having attended lectures, and passed an examination, 
such as it is, at the College of Surgeons. Dentism, on the con- 
trary, has no legal restrictions, any one who can afford to pur- 
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chase a brass plate, and a few second-hand instraments, may 
write dentist after his namci and victimize the public ad libitum 
— -nayi by constantly advertising, may keep up a fresh supply of 
victims, although he be as ignorant as a horse— his whole quali* 
fications consisting in a little tact, and an unlimited supply of 
brass ; for though dentism frequently involves mistakes and in* 
jury, they are seldom accompanied by danger, and most people, 
but more especially females, prefer bearing any inconvenience 
arising from incompetence or dishonesty to exposing to their 
dearest friends how much they are indebted to art for their 
beauties. 

From this and some other causes there is no profession so 
laden with charlatanism and quackery as that of dental surgery, 
and if its respectable professors do not adopt some means to stop 
the constant influx of ignorance and incompetence it will soon 
be completely overrun, and the preponderance of the bad bring 
it into perfect contempt. * 

We know of one man who prepares dental practitioners with 
more than railroad speed — ^who has the unblushing effrontery to 
promise to fit them for the profession in one month — ^to teach 
them the whole art and science of dentism, both surgical and 
mechanical, in 26 days; and this, not requiring their constant 
attendance, but two hoiirs twice or three times a week. Aflai 
this very elaborate preparation, which is in some few instances 
extended to the enormous period of three months, he gives his 
pupils certificates of competence ; surely he must mean incom- 
petence, and ushers them into the world as perfect dentists — 
certificates of competence, the competence of 48 hours study. 

We ask any man of common sense and common honesty what 
such certificates can be worth, aiid yet the public consider them 
as infidlible, and employ their possessors without further ques- 
tion or inquiry. Can any man, however talented, even though 
he be an M.R.C.S. into the bargain, obtain a knowledge of the 
first principles of the rudiments of the art in so ridiculously in- 
adequate a time, much less obtain the power of performing me- 
chanical operations that require constant attention and great 
assiduity to acquire at all ; and yet this creature offers to teach 
any one, whatever may have been his previous employment. 
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ixrhether he has been a carpenter or a milkman, the -whole art in 
one little month, ^Ere those shoes were old," &c. and tnm them 
out fiiU-blown dentists after one course of each of his lectures^ 
and this for the sake of a few paltry pounds. Yerily we should 
like to see some of the handicraft of these 48 hour dentists. 

Can any profession hope to be respectable that is afflicted 
with such an incubus, that not only hais the power but employs 
it to the utmost of inflicting such gross injustice on its members, 
and such unprincipled injury on the public, and yet he is not a 
solitary instance of grasping infiuny, there are others, who, 
though they pursue their plans less ostentatiously, cause equal 
mischief. 

Are the respeetaUe practitioners so blind that they do not see 
what is known to .half the world-«-are they content so long as 
th&y amass fortunes themselves, to let the public be gulled and 
victimized as the villainy and the opportunities of these unprin- 
cijded men may dictate ? Are they so reckless of their own 
honor that 'they can wink at such things, and consent to be re- 
cognized of the same class with these follows ? Are they con- 
tent that their art should be considered a nonentity, and their 
pretence to knowledge a cheat upon the public? 

They cannot be so absurdly foolish as to suppose there is no 
remedy for such a state of things. Why, then, are they so cul- 
pably inert as not to embrace it? Every accident that occurs^ 
every imposition that is practised may fidriy be imputed to them 
if they wUfulIy or n^ligently let things remain as they aie. 

But it may be asked, how are these practices to be. prevented ? 
Certainly not, by trusting to the despenite chance o( any im- 
provement in the morals or the* practice of these men — a profes- 
sion commenced in deception will be canied on with dishonesty. 
NOr by thrusting thek hands into their pockets and jingling 
their fees to ade Friesehutz aocompanim^it ; to do anything 
they must be up and stirring. Although they at present have 
no legal powers, nothing but unanimity and determination are 
wanting to obtain them, tod is the art they practice of such 
slight' importance, or are they so disreputable or uninfluential as 
a body that they either fear or do not Uunk it worth while to 
make the attempt? - 
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We are not advocates for monopoly, but for iatr and whole- 
some restrictions that will at once protect the interests of the 
profession and the public, who at present cannot jndge of the 
competence of a dental practitioner until they have employed 
him, and may attribute the &ilures of ignorance to imperfections 
in the art itself, rather than to the incompetence of men whom 
they believe accredited practitioners. 

Few people have either time or inclination to inquire how a 
man has obtained his education, they see that he is allowed to 
practice openly, and unacquainted with the pecuUarities of the 
profession, take it for granted that he is competent to do so, 
though at present they have no security for this competence. 
The being a member of the College of Surgeons is none, for, 
strange to say, a man may be at the same time a very excellent 
surgeon, but an execrable dentist 

It is the duty, therefore, of the practitioners of the dental art, 
to take such steps as will at once protect themselves and the 
public, and the straightforward, and indeed only way to do this, 
is to form a society or association. Once established, and there 
could be no earthly reason, why the government should refuse 
to arm it with the necessary powera. 

We allow that the effects of a dental association would be 
prospective, rather than present, and as no acts of parliament are 
retrospective, that many would necessarily be admitted to its 
advantages who would have no just claim to enjoy them ; but 
it would, to a certain extent, ensure the respectability of the pro- 
fession, and the competence of the next generation of practition- 
ers, and by so doing, give a higher tone to the profession. We 
remember that the effects of the Apothecaries Act of 1816, were 
felt, (however imperfectly it has since been carried out,) in the 
increased respectability of the profession, long before it could 
have produced any actual change in the membera. A dental 
association would act still more quickly, by preventing the 
wholesale manufacture of practitioners. 

An imperative condition of an association of this kind, must 
be, that (excepting those in practice) no one should be allowed 
to practice as a dentist, who had not gone through a proper and 
efficient coune of study, and passed such an exunination, both 
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theoretical and practieal, as will ensure^ as far as such precau- 
tions can, his competence to perform his duties. . 

The curriculum of education should be fixed on a liberal 
' scale — ^it should not be such as would ensure mere capability, but 
Bhould embrace anatomy> physiology ^ pathology and surgery, atf 
far as these sciences are in the most remote degree coimected with 
dental surgery in its most extended sense. The principles of 
mechanic^ should be studied^not as applied to the dental art 
aUme^ but in their broad and fundamental principles, and to this 
should be added an acquaintance with geometry and mathe- 
matics i and ^hile chemistry, a^ affording a wide field for energy 
and research j should not be omittied, a knowledge of the French 
and German languages, would be found of the greatest advan- 
tage. 

' Modelling, and other processes involved in the practice of the 
mechanical* part of the art, and which would form a necessary 
part of the instruction, would of course come under tiie depart- 
ment of the ]phvate teacher. To superior minds, mauy other 
studies, such as comparative anatomy, &^c. . would necessarily 
si^gesi themselves, and which, though not essential to the prac- 
tice of dental surgery, mark the man of education and science. 

This course of education might be carried out by the estab- 
lishment of normal schools on the one hand, and lectureships 
and SL'derUalj similar to the opthalmic institution, on the other — > 
a dispensary devoted to- the teeth, and open to a//, where the stu- 
dent might acquire a knowledge and experience in the different 
diseases and imperfections of the teeth and guitis — the imperfec* 
tions of the palate, and every branch of dental stirgery ; tracing 
their symptoms, watching the different modes of treatment, and 
learning to remedy, mechanically, those imperfections in which 
curative means are of uo avail. 

But the nice mechanical arrangements — the mode of fiisten- 
ing and finishing mechanical contrivances, in short the hmuUcraft 
of the profession, can only be acquired by perseverance, atten*- 
tion, and practice^ at the work-bench of a professor ; and conse- 
quently a probation, varying as to time, from three to five years, 
either as an apprentice or a pupil, ib essential to the formation of 
a perfect dentist. 

VOL. VI. — 19 
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There is no time to spare, every day is adding fresh members 
to the profession, who can bring nothing but disgrace in their 
train — the go-ahead system is rapidly increasing, and it may 
soon be too late to interfere with any chance of a fiivorable re- 
sult — London Fhrceps. 



M^^^^»^»^fc^ 



ARTICLE IX. 

On FiUng the Teeth. By J. Robinson, Eso.^ Dentist to the 

Metropolitan Free 



Thb operation of filing the teeth is one in which the practical 
dentist is daily called upon to exercise his ingenuity and skill, 
and one which, if eflfectively and judiciously performed at the 
commencement of the disease, will be, in most instances, attend- 
ed with beneficial results. The teeth that are most generally 
attacked with caries, and for which the application of the file is 
more frequently brought into request, are the four central inci- 
sors and canines of the upper jaw, although, in many instances, 
it may be used with success to the bicuspides and molares of 
both jaws. The permanent central and lateral incisores of the 
upper jaw, frequently decay at an early period at their sides. 
This arises either from a too crowded state of the mouth, and 
the undue influence exercised on the parts by their too rapid 
advance before the maxillary arch is sufficiently developed to 
admit the increased size ; or from the patient at that period ne- 
glecting to perform those daily ablutions so essential and neces- 
sary to the health of these organs. In either case it unquestion- 
ably forms the exciting cause of caries in those situations, which 
if allowed to extend beyond a certain point, renders the opera- 
tion both difficult and dangerous to the tooth itself, owing to the 
confined space the operator has to use his instruments with that 
force so requisite to the well packing of the gold to the exclu- 
sion of all foreign substances, without the liability of fracturing 
the enamel ; this difficulty must have been experienced by aU 
practical dentists, and more particularly when the disease has 
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extended to the cutting edge of the tooth, from the impractica- 
bility of the tooth of forming a cavity of a proper and suflBicient 
form for retaining the metal. For even should this be effected 
to the satisfaction of the operator, still the chances are that the 
tooth will be fractured in an attempt to stop it, or if this misfor- 
tune does not occur, the stopping in these situations generally 
becomes loose a few months afterwards. Hence arises the ne- 
cessity of filing in the early stages of caries in preference to stop- 
ping. In every case which requires the use of the file, the 
dentist, in my opinion, ought not to be content with merely 
dividing the teeth, but should extend the operation until the 
whole disease of the tooth is eradicated and presents a surface as 
white as the other portion of the tooth which is in a healthy 
condition. For it should be remembered that a considerable 
portion of a tooth can be filed away without the slightest injury, 
if the operation be performed with caution, and the posterior 
portion removed without any perceptible disfigurement ; and, in 
many cases, the caries can be removed by scraping away with 
an instrument without having recourse to the file. Toung per- 
sons are more liable to experience pain in the operation of filing 
the teeth than adults, owing to the parts being more highly or- 
ganized and more susceptible of being excited. In any case 
when the introduction of the file is followed by pain the opera- 
tion ought to be deferred for a few days, and treated as I shall 
hereafter mention. Although I am no advocate for the removal 
of the natural covering of the teeth (enamel) if it can be avoided, 
still necessity frequently compels the practitioner to have re- 
course to it for preserving those valuable adjuncts to personal 
beauty for many years. 

The cases in which I have found the file to be attended with 
success, are those of the four front incisors, the canines, and bi- 
cuspides, and frequently, if the position be favorable, the molares ; 
in these, however, success is not so certain. Owing to their 
presenting such large surfaces the disease generally extends too 
deep to be removed by the file; it is, however, judicious to make 
the attempt, and if not successful, they can be preserved by stop- 
ping. The manner in which I proceed to remove incipient 
caries from between the two centrals or laterals, so as to cause 
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as little disfigurement to the anterior parts as possible, is this : I 
first make a clear division to the gum with a moderately rough 
dividing file ; I then remove the caries, from the posterior part of 
the tooth with a bent file, during which operation tbe teeth are 
supported by the finger and thumb of the other hand to steady 
them ; after having eradicated the caries, I make use of a file 
much finer in the texture than the former for the purpose of re- 
moving the roughness wherein any foreign substance may lodge* 
I afterwards make use of a.third file still finer in' tbe teeth, and 
lastly omploy the end of a piece- of common cane- with a little 
chalk and finely-pow:deted * pumice stone, with .^hich I polish 
the surface. If during the operation the patim^ experience - 
much pain, I do not prodeed for & few days uhHl-the irritatioa 
has subsided ; in the meantime, the Qonstant application of 
spirit of camphor and mbrphiae will materially assist in allaying 
it.. After the operation has been finished, I provide my patients 
with a similar piece of oane cut thin, which I order' to be used 
night and morning in the same way, for the .purpose of keeping 
up the polish and removing any accumulation that might pos- 
sibly have collected. . 

Notwithstanding, however, all these precautionary measures 
I have alluded to, it does not follow that caries should not again. 
attack a part once weakened by disease,. but more generally 
some other part of the tooth becomes aSeCled, which must be 

■ • • • 

attributed to some general defect in its jEitructure. 1 have fre- 
quently, after dividing a tooth, disco veiled near its cutting edge 
a large cavitjT) which it wbuld be impossible to remove without 
destroying mjore than half the tooth, and disfiguring the patient; 
in any attempt to stop it with gold the chances would be either 
a fracture or an imperfect stopping. I have in these ca3es sub- 
stituted gum mastich steeped in warm water, an admirable sub- 
stitute which had reoiained in the cavity for months, and can be 
renewed at pleasure by the patient. In many instances I have 
examined the teeth three and. four years afterwards, and hav« 
found the cavities perfectly healthy and not in the least indicat- 
ing a return of the disease.— ^£rd^o;» Fhrceps. 
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• ARTICLE X. 

TVansactions of^^ The Virginia Society of Surgeon Dentists ^^ ai 
their Third Annual Meeting y^^%\xn &nd held in the Office of 
Dr. Samuel Lethbridge, in thc^ City of Richmond, on the sec- 
ond Wednesday in October, 1845. 

The President took the chair, and called the Society to order 
at 12 o'clock, M. 

Th0 Secretary called this roll of members, and read the ex- 
cuses of absentees/ A constitutional quorum being present, the 
Society proceeded regularly to business. 

The Committee appointed at the last annual meeting to i^o- 
cure from the state legislature ah'ac't-of incorporation, reported 
that they had been successful, and laid before Xhe Society, the 
following charter of incorporation : 

'' ■ AN ACT. 
Incorporating the. Virginia Society of Surgeon Dentists^ 

(Passed February 3d, 1845.) 

Whereas, Samuel Lethbridge, John G. Wayt, James D. 
M'Cabe, and others, citizens of the State of Virginia, have form- 
ed themselves into a society, under the title of "The Virginia 
Society of Surgeon Dentists/' whqsei objects are the promotion 
of dental science, the establishment of* a liblrary and cabinet of 
anatomical preparations, for the purpose of introducing a sound 
system of dental.'education : and it having been represented to 
the General Assembly, that the members of .said society are de- 
sirous of obtaining a charter of incorporation, that they may, 
with lawfuV protection, carry out their laudable purposes. 

Be it therefore enactedj That the members of the aforesaid 
Society, together with such others as shall hereafter be associ- 
ated with them, and their successors, are hereby created, a body 
politic and corporate, by the name and style of the "Virginia 
Society of Surgeon Dentists," and by that name shall have per- 
jpetual succession, and .a common seal, and may hold and dis- 
pose of lands and tenements, goods and chattels, "not exceeding 
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twenty-five thousand dollars at anyone time/' and may sue and 
be sued, plead and be impleaded. 

The said society may also enact such constitution and by- 
laws, ("not repugnant to the laws of this state, and of the 
United States,") as they may think proper, for carrying into ef- 
fect the object of the institution. And may do all other acts, 
proper for corporate bodies to do. 

The legislature reserves the right to modify or repeal this act. 

This act shall be in force from the passing thereof. 

I certify that the foregoing is a true copy. 

GEORGE W. MUNPORD, C. H. D. 
Fthnuary 7, 1845. 

On motion of Dr. W. W. H. Thackston, 

Resolved^ That this Society does hereby accept the charter 
granted by the legislature, and that we proceed to organize un- 
der its sanction and authority. 

On motion of Dr. M'Cabe, seconded by Dr. Thackston, the 
Society proceeded to organize under the charter, by the adoption 
of the following Constitution and By-laws : 

CONSTITUTION. 

PR BAM B L B. 

Whereas, the abuses, and flagrant malpractices perpetrated 
by individuals engaged in the practice of ^'Dental Surgery/' 
have long been sources of unmitigated obloquy and contempt — 
visited alike upon the scientific and upright practitioner of our 
art, and the '^gasconading charlatan ;'' and conceiving that the 
abuses in question may be partially, if not wholly corrected ; 
that the imposture which has so long degraded the dental pro- 
fession in Virginia^ may, to a considerable extent, be suppressed 
— the interest of the science promoted, its character elevated, 
and a fi:ee and open interchange of sentiment and opinion, upon 
the various subjects of interest which appertain to our profes- 
sion, be established; we whose names are hereunto aflized, have 
organized ourselves into a Society, which shall be known and 
designated by the name and title of <<Thb Yiroinza Society 
OP Surgeon Dentists." 
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ARTICLE I.— Cy Qffieera. 

See. 1. The officers of this Society shall consist of a President 
and Yice-President, a Recording and Corresponding Secretary, 
an Executive, Examining and Publishing Committee. 
' Sec. 2. The election of the above named officers shall be by 
ballot, at a regular annual meeting of the Society, a majority of 
votes determining the election. 

ARTICLE II.— Of Memben, 

There shall be two classes of members, known and recog- 
nized as Acting Members or Fellows, and Honorary Members ; 
the former consisting of those who subscribe to this constitu- 
tion, either personally or by proxy, and pay into the treasury the 
annual dues required by this constitution, and the latter em- 
bracing such members as are merely elected to membership. 

ARTICLE lll.-^Requkition$JorM€mhenMp. 

Sec. 1. Each and every acting member of this Society, shall 
have been such by virtue of his attendance in person, by proxy, 
or letter, at the time of its formation, or shall afterwards be elect- 
ed as prescribed by this constitution, and subscribe to the same. 

See. 2. Each and every acting member shall pay into the 
treasury of the Society, the annual sum of three dollars, for the 
benefit of its funds. 

Sec. 3. Each and every acting member shall be required to 
attend the Society at least once in ttao years, unless excused for 
satisfactory reasons. 

ARTICLE IV^EfeefMM ^ Memben. 
All members of the Society, excepting those who were acting 
members, at the time of its organization, and the adoption of this 
constitution, shall be elected as follows, viz. The candidate for 
membership shall be proposed at a regular meeting by the Exe- 
cutive Committee, whereupon two tellers shall be appointed by 
the presiding officer, who shall collect the ballots, consisting of 
slips of paper, having legibly written on them either yea or nay. 
In case two-thirds of the members present vote in the affirma- 
tive, the candidate shall be declared to have been duly elected a 
member of this Society. 
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ARTICLE v.— £xj)tiWofi rf Mcmben. 
Any member of the Society may be expelled for immoral con- 
duct, malpractice, or other sufficient Cause, on motion of one 
member, seconded by another, and sustained by a majority of 
two-thirds of the members preseut,' at any regular meeting of the 

Society. 

Al^TlCtK VL-^Of Meetingt of the SoeUty, 

The meetings of the Society shall be held annually, by ad- 
journment from time to time, and from place io place, agreeably 
to the will of the Society. 

ARTICLE VII.— Of the Resourtts qf the Society. . 

Sec, 1. This Society may receive contributions of money, 
books, or other property, which may be either sold in aid of its 
purposes, or otherwise used. 

Sec, 2, Each and every candidate examined and admitted to 
membership, shall pay into the treasury a fee of five dollars, be- 
fore receiving his Diploma or Certificate.. 

Sec, 3. Each and every honorary member, who ^hall beconiie 
80 by election^ shall pay ten dollars for the benefit of its funds, 
which shall entitle him to adiplomli or certificate of member- 
ship. 

ARTICLE y III. ^Ditposiiion of the Fundss 

The funds of this Society may be appropriated at any time, in 
that way and manner, and for such purposes as the Society ia 
its wisdom may deem expedient or necessary. 

ARTICLE IX.-^Cfthe Dittribution of ihe EffeeU of the Society in the ettni 
, * ,qf it$ IHs^ohUion, . 

Sec. 1. In case a dissolution of this jSociety shall at any dme * 
be proposed, a meeting shall be called {specially for that purpose, 
and the consent of three-fourths of its members be required to 
effect it 

Sec. 2. Should the Society be dissolved .by its own act, the 
property belonging to it shall be sold by order of the President^ 
or by any three fellows, who shall have authority from a major- 
ity of subscribing members, and the assets of the sale shall be 
equally divided among the above mentioned members. 
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ARTICLE X.— or Uii$ quO^kMrni if CmdidMn wim had nU vdwtd 

t^KNi PrfftmoMl iVoeltee. 

Sec. 1. The caqdidate shall be at least twenty-one yean of 
age, shall have a good English education, shall exhibit evidence 
of unexceptionable moral character^ and shall have studied and 
practised for the full term of two years with some practical den- 
tist, known as such to this Society. 

Sec, 2. No candidate for membership who can exhibit a di- 
ploma fiom any dental college, regularly chartered in any of the 
United States, shall be subject to an examination by the Exam- 
ining Committee of this Society ; but shall be entitled to his 
diploma, by becoming a member and subscribing to the consti 
tntion, and complying with the by-laws. 

ARTICLE XL^QT ikt Quortim, and Qmtingeney qf there Umg no 

Quorum, 

Sec, 1. Five acting members or fellows of this Society, shall, 
besides the President, be necessary for the transaction of any 
business at the opening of any annual meeting. 

See. 2* In the event of a feilnre to procure a quorum at any 
regular meeting of the Society, the time of meeting on the follow- 
ing year shall be the time and the place, as on the preceding yean 

ARTICLE XlL^CfJlUenUioM, JtmendmenU, i^e. qf (fte QmMiUfaUm,, 

Any alteration, amendment, or revision of this constitution, 
may be made at any regular meeting of the Society, by joint 
assent of three-fourths of the fellows present at such meeting. 

BYLAWS. 



ARTICLE I.— or the IhOkt if Qffieort. 

Soc. 1. It shall be the du^ of the President to preside at all 
meetings of the Society, when present ; to sign the diplomas 
conferred on members during his term of oflSice ; to confer all 
honorary distinctions awarded by the Society, whether degrees 
of dental surgery, medals or other testimonials ; and to draw 
upon the treasurer for all moneys appropriated by the Society. 

See. 2. It shall be the duty of the Vice-President to preside at 
all meetings of the Society in the absence of the President, and 
to perform the other prescribed duties of the President, in case 
of his death, resignation, sickness, or other disability. 

TOL. ▼!. — 20 
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Ste. 3. A Prestdent pro tern, shall be appointBd to preside at 
any meeting, when the President and Vice-President are both 
absent 

See. 4. It shall be the duty of the Recording Secretary, to 
note in a book kept for the parpose/all the proceedings of the 
Society, during the term of his office, and to furnish copies of 
any parts thereof, at the or.der of the President, or his subsdr 
tutes ; and, also, to deliver the said book ancl proceedings to his 
successor in office. He shall also keep the seal of the Society, 
together with the copper-plate, fiMim which diplotnas, certificates, 
or degrees, are struck ; also aU the records belonging to the So- 
ciety, designed to be preserved ; and he shall furtfaermoie ocrnn-* 
tersign all diplomas, and set the seal of the Society to all instni* 
ments requiring the same ; he shall also notify every member 
of the time and place of meeting of the Society, at least two 
months before the time of said meeting. 

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of the Corresponding Secretary, 
to conduct the domestic and foreign correspondence of the S6* 
ciety, in accordance with the advice of the Prissident, or the 
express will of the Society communicated to him by the Reccnod* 
ing Secretary, and at his own discretion, in oases of emergency, 
provided it does not interfere with any of the prescribed rules 
of the Society. 

Sec. 6. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to keep all the 
moneys of the Society committed to his trust ; to j>ay t);iemover 
to' the order of the President, countersigned by the Secretary, 
and to keep a correct account of the same in a book or books 
kept for that purpose. 

Sec. 7. It shall be the duty of the Librarian to keep the books 
belonging to the Society's hbrary^ to obtain insurance on the 
same ; and to take receipts of all persons who receive books 
from his h.ands by order of the Society ; and in case of failure 
of the members receiving such book, to return it in twelve 
months, he shall forfeit and pay to the-.Society four.'.times its 
price. 

Sec. 8. It shall be the duty of the Ezaoutive, Examining and 
Publishing Committees, to examine the accounts of the Trea- 
surer, and ipeport the same to the Society at its annual, meetings ; 
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to see tfiat all the rales and regalations of the SocieCjr are duly 
enferoed and executed ; and it shall also be the duty of such 
eommittee, to inquire into the professional repatatioii and cha* 
racter of all candidates proposed, or who may apply for member^ 
ship, and report the same to the Society, which, being satisiac- 
tory, such candidates shall be balloted for, for admission into 
the same* It shall also be their duty to appoint a time and 
place, at least once in each year, for the examination of appli- 
cants for the degree of doctor of dental surgery ; to examine 
such persons strictly and faithfully, in relation to their qualifi^ 
cations to enter upon the practice of the profession ; and their 
certificate shall entitle the holder to receive the diploma of the 
Society conferring the degree of doctor of dental surgery. It 
shall also be. their duty to superintend the printing and publish- 
ing of all books, tracts and other documents, issued by the 
Society. 

ARTICLE U.^ Of the EmohtmeiUs (f Office. 

No officer shall receive any emolument unless in cases of 
special appropriation, excepting the Recording Secretary, whose 
duty it shall be to attend the meeting of the Society next sub- 
sequent to his election ; and who shall be entitled to his travel- 
ling expenses and the sum of five dollars per diem during his 
necessary absence from business, in all cases where he is com- 
pelled to leave his place of residence. 



ARTICLB llL-^iyiKePmMn VeUedintheFiee 

The Yiee-President may, if there be a sufficient nmnber of 
iie members of this Society residing in his immediate vicinity, 
convene them at any time, and when so convened, they shM 
havb power to ^lect such officers from among their own nunAer 
as may be necessary for the transaction of whatever business of 
a local nature may come before them ; and it shall be obligatory 
on. them to report their proceedings regularly at each annual 
meeting of tlie Society. 

ARTICLE ly.^Ofthe PrimUge9 tf Membm. 

Sec. 1. Each and every acting member, or fellow of €he So- 
dety, shall be entided to debate and vote on all questions agi« 
tated at any meeting thereof, agreeably to the by-laws and 
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standing rales and regulations of the Society; and he shall 
moreover be eligible to any office in the gift of the Society, and, 
iiiithennorey he shall be entitled to a diidoma, or d^ree of doc- 
tor of dental surgery. 

Sec. 2. Each and every honorary member shall be entitled to 
a seat at all meetings of the Society ; shall have the privilege of 
debating all questions not involving pecuniary expenditure; 
and shall receive the diploma, or degree of doctor of dental sur- 
gery, by paying therefor to the Treasurer of the Society the sum 
of ten dollars. 

ARTICLE v.— Qf fft« Jippw/UmerU qfMemben to (kfiain DuHm. 

Sec. 1. It shall be the business of the Society, at each annual 
meeting, to appoint five of its members to prepare dissertations 
on some subjects connected with the profession ; and also one 
member to deliver an opening address at the subsequent meet- 
ing. 

Sec. 2. It shall moreover be the duty of the Society, from 
time to time, to appoint certain individuals to prepare essays or 
any other documents ordered by the Society. 

ARTICLE VI.— Qf .<fli0iir«ltfi^ PrenUuma. 

Sec. 1. This Society may award premiums to members, for 
dissertations on subjects that may at any time be specified by 
the Society at an annual meeting ; also, for important improve- 
ments in mechanical dentistry, and the manufacture of incor- 
raptible teeth ; and also for any other suitable object 

Sec. 2. The question of preference in all such cases shall be 
determined by the judgment of a special committee, appointed 
by the Society. 

Sec. 3. Unsuccessful dissertations shall be at tiie disposal of 
their respective authors. 

ARTICLE VII. 

Sec. 1. No member shall speak more than twice to any ques- 
tion, without express permission of the Society, and then only 
fifteen minutes at each time. 

Sec. 2. Any member shall be liable to be called to order for 
personal recrimination of any other member, or for wandering 
in his remarks from the subject of debate. 
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ARTICLE VIII. 

These by-laws may be altered or amended at any annual 
meeting of this Society, by a vote of two-thirds of the members 
present 

RESOLUTIONS HAVING THE ACTION OP BY-LAWS. 

Resolved, That the members of this Society be requested to 
furnish reports, in writing, at each annual meeting, of all inter- 
esting and anomalous cases occurring in their practice during 
each year. — Adopted session ^1844. 

Resolved, That hereafter, candidates for examination before 
the committee of this Society, shall be required to present a 
written thesis on some subject selected by themselves, unless 
excused for good reasons, by the committee. — Adopted session 
0/18U. 

Resolved, That such .members as fisul to pay their annual dues 
for three years successively, thereby forfeit their membership ; 
and the Secretary is hereby instructed to report them to the 
Society on the occurrence of such delinquency. — Adapted ses- 
sion of 1845. 

Resolved, By the Virginia Society of Surgeon Dentists, that 
we believe the use of all pastes and cements, of which mercury 
is a part, entirely unfit for, and highly objectionable as fillings 
for carious teeth — that the use of them in dental practice is em- 
pirical, and is hereby declared to be malpractice. — Adopted 
session of 1845. 

On motion. Ordered, That the officers elected at the last an- 
nual meeting be authorized to discharge their various duties 
until a new election is had. 

There being a vacancy in the Executive, Examining and Pub- 
lishing Committee, occasioned by the absence of Drs. Muirell 
and Pierce, the President appointed Drs. S. M. Sheppard and 
W. C. Crump to fill the vacancy. 

The Executive, Examining and Publishing Committee re- 
ported the amount expended by the Secretary for printing to be 
$13 76, which was by them approved. 

On motion, Ordered, That the report be received and that the 
amount of expenditure be paid by the Treasurer. 
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The period for the reception of essays having arrived , they 
were called for, and the call responded to by the several gentle- 
men previously appointed. 

Dr. W. C. Crump described a case of full dentition at birtb, 
seen by him while on a recent visit to North Carolina. The 
subject was a still-born black child. The deutal arches exhib- 
ited the full deciduous denture ; they were of a cartilaginous 
structure, with appearance of imperfect ossification on the ante- 
rior surfaces. 

Dr. Lethbridge gave an interesting descriptioo of an anoma- 
lous dentition. The subject a child, resident in Orange county, 
Virginia. 

Dr. W. W. H. Thackston gave a highly interesting history of 
a singular case of decomposition of the earthy portion of the 
crown of an inferior dens sapientiae. The tooth had caused severe 
pain ; he was called upon to extract it ; he found the crown 
about three-fourths covered by the gum. On attempting its 
removal, the whole crown and neck came way, leaving the 
fangs. The crown presented the following appearances : There 
was no cavity — the color dark brown ; the consistence similar 
in all respects to an osteo sarcotna ; that is, cartilaginous, and 
interspersed with patches of bone; the fiings were perfectly 
formed, and healthy. The doctor promised a more full report 
in a few days. 

Several gentlemen gave interesting descriptions of various 
forms of dental disease, and mode of treatment adopted. 

Drs. M'Connell, Hamlin, Sheppard and M'Cabe participated 
in the discussions and exemplifications. 

On motion, the Society took a recess until 7 o'clock, P.* M. 

ETENING SESSICW. 

The Society assembled pursuant to adjournment at 7 o'clock, 
P. M. The President in the chair. 

Dr. W. W. H. Thackston nominated Mr. Abner D. Lewis for 
membership, and recommended him as a young gentleman of 
studious habits and high moral character ; he was eligible by 
the constitution, and asked to be examined. His application 
was referred to the Examining Committee. 
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Th9 Treararer presented his xepofPt, which being audita by ' 
the regular committee, was approyed and ordered to be filed 
with the papers of the Society. 

The Examining Committee reported the name of Mr. Abtaer 
D. Lewis, who had presented a specimen of his artificial work, 
and had been rigidly examined on the theoirj^ and practice of 
dental surgery, and having found him qualified to give advice 
and- practice that profession, they recommended him to member- 
ship and to the honors of the Society. The ballot having been 
taken and found unanimous in his fkyor, the President declared 
bim^^.member of the. Society and entitled to its diploma ; which 
waft accordingly granted to him« 

On motion of Dr. M'Connell; 

fiesolvufy T^t.such members of thjbs Socij^ty as &il to pay 
their annual dues for three years successively, thereby forfeit 
their membership ; and the S^retary is hereby instructed to re- 
port them, to the Society. -upon the occurrence of such delin- 
qutocy.. . . 

On motiofi, the Society proceeded to the election of officers for 
the ensuing twelve months, whereupon the following gentlemen 
were declared duly elected : 

S, LBTHBRIDQB, P. D.*8., PtevsimtHT, 
. JOHN G. WAYT, P. D. S., Ftee-lVrnfeiU. v 
JAMES D. M'CABK, D.D.S., C^.^-Jlec^M^ 
S. M. SHEPPARD, D D.S., IWoisrcr. . 
W. W. H. Thac^sxok, D. D. S.l 
John M'CoiiirsLL, D. D. S« 
T. B...HAMLi!r, D. D. S. 
J. W. Shsppabu; D. D. S. . 
W. C. Cbvm r« P. D. S. 

Dr. W. W. H. Thackston was appointed, to deliver the ad- 
dress at the next annual meetings in October, 1S46. 

The following gentlemen were appointed to prepare Essays to 
be -read before the Society at the annnal meeting in 1646:^ 
Drs. Abner D, Lewis, S. M. Sbeppard,; William O; Cramp, T\ 
B. Hamlm and J. D. M'Cabe. 

On motion, Ordere4^ That when this l^ciety adjourn it will 
adjourn to meet in the town of Petersburg on the second Wed- 
nesday in October, 1846. 



Ea»eiUiu%t tSxatnining 

and 
Publithing pommittee. 
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On motioQ of Dr. James D. M*Cabe, seconded by Dr. W. W. 
H. Thackston, 

Resolvedj By the Virginia Society of Surgeon Dentists, that 
we believe the use of all pastes and cbbcents, of which mercurt 
is a part, entirely unfit for, and highly objectionable, as fillings 
for carious teeth — that the use of them in dental practice is em- 
pirical AND IS HEREBY DECLARED TO BE MALPRACTICE. 

Resolvedj That while we reprobate the use of all such mercu- 
rial preparations, and will execute our laws with fidelity and 
promptness, we claim no authority over the cpinions of our 
members, nor will we ever require of them other pledges than 
those which exist among honorable meuy united for the purpose 
of improving and elevating a noble science. 

Some debate arose upon the passage of these resolutions, 
whether the Society had power to expel its members for their 
opinions, or to convert its executive officers into Either confessors 
to receive the confession of delinquents and grant absolution for 
offences. It was conceded by all that participatad, liiat the So- 
ciety was not a court of conscience ; that they had no right to 
demand any expression of opinions, or to require any pledge 
firom them in relation to the use of mercurial ^os/es and cemenis ; 
that the constitution prescribed the offence committed in their 
use, the Society having declared it malpractice^ that the only 
course to pursue was to arraign an accused member, and upon 
conviction, execute the law. To expel for refiising to express 
an opinion, or to give a pledge, was making the refusal, mal- 
practice^ under the law, which was nonsensical and absurd. It 
was also contended, that to require action, under a threat, Mras a 
course of procedure to which no honorable man would submit 
There were differences of opinion elicited during the debate, but 
the resolutions passed with but one dissenting voice — and as ftr 
as the use of the named materials were concerned, unanimously. 
It was ascertained that no member of this Society has used 
these preparations in his practice, unless in a few instanoes, as 
experiments, and that all condemn them as a substitute for gold. 
Drs. Sheppard, Thapkston, M'Cabe, Hamlin and Wayt partici- 
pated in the discussion. 

On motion, Ordered^ That the Secretary fiirnish a copy of the 
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transactions of this meeting to the editors of ^^The American 
Journal of Dental Science," for publication. 

On motion, Ordered, That ihe Secretary have published in 
pamphlet form, the transactions of the Society at this annual 
meeting, together with the charter, constitution and by-laws, 
and a full and accurate list of members, and that he transmit 
copies to each member of the Society and to such other persons 
as will tend to give them the greatest publicity. 

On motion, Ordered, Tha: the Secretary address a circular to 
each delinquent member of this Society calling upon each to 
pay up his arrears, or to appear at the next annual meeting to 
show cause why he should not be expelled for delinquency, and 
that the resolution fixing the period of future delinquencies be 
embraced in said circular. 

On motion, Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be, and 
are hereby tendered to our President for his faithful, able and 
impartial discharge of his duties during the past and preseat 
meetings of the Society. 

On motion. Ordered, That the thanks of this Society be, and 
are hereby tendered to the Secretary and Treasurer for their able, 
faithful and prompt discharge of their several official duties du- 
ring the past year. 

On motion of Dr. S. M. Sheppard, the Society adjourned^ to 
meet in the town of Petersburg on the second Wednesday in 
October, 1846. 

S. LETHBRIDGE, D. D. S., President. 

A true copy. 

Jambs D. M'Cabb, D. D. S., Secretary. 

APPENDIX. 

The Virginia Society of Surgeon Dentists having heard that 
various individuals were in their professional cards publishing 
themselves as members of this Society, and thereby obtaining 
ctedit wkh the public, are induced to publish a full list of all its 
members. The. gentlemen named, below are the only persons 
by thtm authorized to practice Dental Surgery in Virginia : 
Vol . vi*. — 21 
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Samuel Lethbridgb, D. D. S., President ; Richmond, Ta. 

John G. Wayt, D. D. S.^f Vice-President; Richmond, Va. 

J. D. M'Cabe, D, D. S.«t Sec'y; Richmond. Retiied. 

S. M. Sheppard, D. D. S.,t Treasurer; Petersburg, Virginia. 

W. W. H. Thackston, D. b. S.«t Parmville, Pr. Edward, Ta. 

John M'Connell, D. D. S.f Richmond, Virginia. 

T. B. Hamlin, D. D. S.^f Wytheville, Wythe County, Va. 

William N. M'Kennet, M. D.f Norfolk, Virginia. 

John B. Garland, M. D., Fredericksburg, Virginia. 

David M. Coullino, Hampton, Virginia. 

Leroy Murrbll, D. D. S.f Petersburg, Virginia. 

J. W. Sheppard, D. D. S.f Petersburg, Virginia. 

Wiluam C. Crump, M. D., Richmond, Virginia. 

C. P. Martin, D. D. S.f Norfolk, Virginia. 

John C. Burch. Now in the South. 

John C. M'Cabe, D. D. S.^f Norfolk, Virginia. 

Asa Pierce, D. D. S.fSussex Court House, Virginia. 

Benjamin W. CoLLiER,*tHick's Ford, (not practising now.) 

George H. Leitch, Fredericksburg, Virginia. 

Solomon Angel, D. D. S., Danville, Virginia. 

John H. Blankenship, D. D. S., Charlottesville, Viiginia. 

Abner D. Lewis, D. D. S., Prince Edward County, Virginia. 

HONORARY MEMBERS. 

C. A. Harris, A. M., M. D., U. D. S. Professor of Dental 
Physiology and Practical Dentistry, Baltimore College of Sur- 
geon Dentists, Baltimore, Maryland. 

William Tatum, M. D., Norfolk, Virginia. 

While there may be many eminent practitioners in our State, not named 
above, these are all who have been accredited by the Virginia Society of 
Surgeon Dentists and who have received its Diploma. The action of the 
Society is directed to combine the talent and professional intelligence of the 
Suite in efforts to improve and elevate denial science, and they confidently 
expect that the honorable of the profession will unite with them lo protect 
the public from the depredations and malpractice of the charlatan and em- 
piric* Ifj however, the public will countenance unqualified and unauthor- 

* Those marked thus have received the degree of Doctor of Dental Surgery in flie 
fialtimoi« College of Dental Surgeons, 
t Those marked thus are Fellows of the American Society of Dental Surgeons. 
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ized pi«teoden, to their own wrong, without demanding the prima ftieU 
eridence of a certificate or diploma from aome reputable Society or College 
that they respect their profession and are qualified to practice it understand- 
ing! jr^ then we must despair of accomplishing much which we now hope 
to perform. We, therefore, call upon the public to demand from all who 
offer their services in the treatment of dental diseases, a Diploma or Certifi- 
cate, not from clergymen, doctors of medicine, or lawyers, but from the 
Dbhtal Collsob, or from some one respectable Society of Surgeon Den- 
tists. If the individual is competent, he can easily obtain this testimonial, 
if he is not, he does not deserve your patronage. 
Signed by order of the Society. 

JAMES D. M'CABE, D. D. S., Suntary, 



BALTIMORE COLLEGE OP DENTAL SURGERY. 

CLIKICAI. IHSraUCTION. 

Tan faculty of this institution have made arrangements by which practi- 
cal instruction may be given upon the living subject, and the students may 
have opportunities of performing dental operations under the eye of the 
Professor of practical dentistry . These eUniqwi, so invaluable to the pupil — 
will be continued during the winter, and probably during the summer, 
should students residing in the city desire it Permit me to report a sketch 
of the first lecture of this kind for the American Journal of Dental Science. 
I may from time to time report others. 

Friday, Nov. 7tb, 1845. — An interesting case was presented. Professor 
Harris remarked that the teeth of this man afibrded a striking illustration of 
the ravages of caries — the crowns of the right central and lateral incisors of 
the upper jaw were wholly destroyed — roots remained but partially covered 
by the gums, which were inflamed and spongy. The left central incisor of 
the same jaw was hopelessly diseased : the crown of the left lateral incisor 
destroyed — the root covered by diseased gum. The right superior cuspidatus 
affected on its anterior lateral surface but not beyond preservation. The 
crown of the first bicuspis of the same side was destroyed, so also that of 
the first molar — ^the roots covered by inflamed and somewhat ulcerated gum. 
The crown of the second bicuspis had been attacked by caries but the dis- 
ease had not penetrated so far as to prevent remedy. The second molar 
also showed disease on its anterior and grinding surfaces, but was not beyond 
the reach of art.' The dens sapientiae was also diseased, but not hopelessly. 

On the left side of the upper jaw, the crowns of first and second bicuspides 
and first molar, were destroyed ; their roots invested by ulcerated gum, ex- 
haling a fetid odor. The second molar and dens sapientie in a similar con- 
dition to those on the other side. 

In the lower jaw the incisors, cuspidati and bicuspides were remaining, 
but some were slightly iigured by caries. Their inner surfaces coated with 
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tartar (salivary calculus ) The gums were ioflamed, their mai^ns thick- 
ened and slightly crowded from the necks of the teeth. The central inci- 
sors were partially loosened from inflammation and thickening of the aWeolo 
periosteal tissues. The crowns of the first and second molars on each side 
had been destroyed. The dens, sapientis had been attacked, but might be 
saved. 

The fluids of the mouth were unhealthy and unfit for physiological pur- 
poses. The lining membrane of the mouth was slightly inflamed. 

The teeth of this subject were constitutionally liable to caries — ^being ex- 
ceedingly susceptible to the action of corrosive agents. The teeth were origi- 
nally large, chalky white near their edges and grinding surfaces, and tinged 
with yellow near the gums. The bony substance soft, and enamel imperfect. 

The Professor observed that he would have farther opportunity to dis- 
course at length upon the cause, nature, &c. of the disease whose ravages 
were so strikingly manifested in this case. 

The curative indications of the complication of disease here presented, 
were, first, the removal of the roots of all the teeth whose crowns had been 
destroyed and such teeth as were hopelessly diseased ; 2d, to remove the 
tartar from remaining teeth ; 3d, the removal of carious portions of such 
of those as were affected by this disease, and substitution of the loss by 
some incorruptible metallic substance ; 4th, the replacement of the lost or- 
gans in the upper jaw with artificial substitutes. The manner of doing this 
will hereafter be described, and the class have frequent opportunity of per- 
forming the several operations. 

The Professor then observed, that he would not detain the class longer for 
the present, but would give way to Professor Bond, who wished to make 
some remarks. 

Professor Bond then addressed the class for some time, upon the indirect 
and constitutional efiects of diseased teeth — after which the class was dis- 
missed. R. W. C. 



Manual of Diseases qfihe Skin, from the French of M. M. Cazenayx, and 
ScHEDKL ; with notes and additions by Thos. H. Burgess, M. D. 
Revised and corrected, with additional notes, by H. D. Bulxet, M. D. 
Lecturer on Diseases of the Skin, &c. New York : J. & H. G.Lanolt, 
1846, pp. 341. 

The work of which this is the third edition, is too well known to need 
commendation. The present volume is improved and rendered more de- 
sirable to the student and physician. Its size and cost make it suitable for a 
text book and manual upon this difficult and important part of medicine. 
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Jl Manual qf AutcvUalum and Percussion, By M. Barth, Agregi to the 
Faculty of Medicine of Paris, &c. &c. ; and M. Henrt Roger, Physician 
to the Bureau Central of the Parisian Hospitals, &c. &c. Translated 
with additions by Francis G. Smith, M. D., Lecturer on Physiology, 
in the Philadelphia Medical Association, &c., Philadrlphia : Livdsat 
& Blakiston, 1845. 12nio. pp. 160. 

Wb are glad to see this little book, and so will be many a student, and 
perhaps many a physician, who has tried in vain to obtain correct views, of 
Auscultation and Peccussion from the verbose and contradictory narrations 
and descriptions scattered through the writings of pathologists, who seem 
to vie with each other, in making the subject as intricate and unintelligible 
as possible. 

Unfortunately, the method of examination in question, affords from its 
very nature, extraordinary opportunities for. deception^ both undesigned, as 
affecting the mind of the explorer, and intentional as conveying false intelli- 
gence to others, or creating undue estimates of the physician's sagacity and 
wisdom. Many honest men have been so disgusted with the hum buggery 
which has been practiced by the artful, under the name of auscultation, 
that they have repudiated the practice altogether, as a mere trick, to get 
reputation without deserving it, and many more have found the printed les- 
sons on the subject so unintelligible, as to cause them to abandon in despair 
all further attempts to understand the mode of physical exploration. Indeed 
it is hard to convey ideas of sounds, by words. Who would have an idea 
of the noise of thunder, by merely hearing the word pronounced, much less 
could any one convey to a pupil proper information of the different sounds 
of a piano, without exhibition of the instrument itself. How long would it 
take a pupil to learn to tune a guitar without seeing one, or touching its 
strings? Yet to do these things would be easy, compared with the difficulty 
of conveying to the medical student, accurate ideas of the obscure sounds of 
the chest, by terms descriptive of them. 

Auscultation and percussion, have been taught to death. Every lecturer 
and writer, seems to have thought it necessary to describe new sounds or 
give new names to old ones, until the pectoral gamut is too rich for any 
practical use. 

We believe that much information may be obtained from auscultation 
and percussion. There are certain leading sounds characteristic of import- 
ant diseased conditions with which the student may easily acquaint himself. 
For nicer discrimination of more obscure pathological states, he must depend 
upon his own experience and observation. 

We commend this little Manual to the student and to the physician. It 
comes from a proper source, and is well translated. 
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Ji Popvhar TVeoiiie on fft« Teeth; embracing a description of their structafe, 
the diseases to which they are subject, and their treatment, both for the 
prevention and cure of those diseases; together with an account of the 
useful methods of inserting Artificial Teeth. By Robert AaTinra, 
Doctor of Dental Surgery, and Fellow of the American Society of Dental 
Surgeons. New Yobk : £. Ferrett & Co. pp. 187, 1845. 

We have always been an advocate for the diffusion of correct information 
on the means for the prevention and cure of the diseases of the dental ap- 
paratus. With this knowledge, every individual should be ^miliar, not that 
every one would thereby be enabled to apply the remedies for the cure of 
these diseases, but that they might often prevent their occurrence, and when 
they do occur, that in seeking professional aid, they might be enabled to 
discriminnte between the skilful practitioner and the empiric. Entertaining 
these views, it gives us pleasure to announce the publication of the above 
named work, which we regard, so far as we have had an opportunity of 
examining it, as one of the best popular treatises, upon the subject extant. 

It is evident from the manner in which Dr. Arthur treats the subjects em- 
braced in this little volume, that he is familiar with them. His views also 
appear to be correct, which in a popular treatise, is of vast importance, for 
the reason, that the general render would not be so likely to defect falae 
doctrines, as the professional dentist. It contains much excellent advise, 
and many valuable directions with regard to the means for the preservation 
of the teeth, and the health ol the mouth, while it at the same time enters 
sufficiently into scientific and practical detail for all the purposes for which 
it is designed. The work is neatly gotten up, and as a literary production, 
IS highly creditable to the author. 



Jin ElemetUary Treatise on Midw}fery, or Prineiplee of T\)xology and Embry- 
ologiff by Alf. A. L. M. Velpeau, M. D., translated Irom the French by 
Cbarles D. Meios, M. D. &c. &c. Third American Edition, with notes 
and additions, by William Habris, M. D. &c. Philadelphia: 
LiiTDSAT & Blakiston, 1845, octavo, pp. 600. 

To commend Velpeau's Midwifery, were indeed to gild refined gold. 
The reputation of the author is fully established, and his work on Mid- 
wifery is admitted to be inferior to no elementary treatise or text book ever 
offered to the public. The notes of Dr. Meigs and Dr. Harris add to the 
completeness of the work. The essay on puerperal fever by Dr. Harris, is 
particularly worthy of notice. The subject itself, is full of interest, and the 
plain account of the disease, with the practical observations condensed in 
this short essay, add no little to the superior value of this edition to those 
which have preceded it* 
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M. Velpeau is Dot only a teacher of Toice and pen ; his example should 
stimulate every student and physician to exert his abilities to the utmost for 
the acquisition and diffusion of knowledge. He was an obscure man, with 
no friend but his own indomitable energy, no capital but his natural talents, 
yet he has, as Dr. Harris expresses it, "worked himself to euTiable pro- 
fesssional eminence.'' He early adopted the line of conduct indicated by his 
noble sentiment, ''the sciences compose a republic in which every man is 
at liberty to make researches, to examine and think for himself, as well as 
to say what he thinks." Truth is the arowed object of all who cultiTate 
them ; it may be reached by a hundred different routes ; and I nerer could 
understand how any reasonable man could be offended because his ideaa 
fail to be xeceived as laws for other men. 

M. Velpeau has the independence to think for himself, which in this age 
of servile obsequiousness, is strange. He has also, the ability to think for 
himself, which is stranger ; and he has the industry to prosecute his own in- 
vestigations and write out his own opinions, which is the strangest of all. 
In six yeare he made dissections of one hundred and forty foetuses within 
the thiid month of gestation only. This one item of anatomical labor, will 
give some idea of the amount of work which M. Velpeau sustains and 
which sustains M. Velpeau. He is fifty yeara of age and has written for 
the press more than 25,000 pages. He has published 72 medical works, be- 
sides 140 other articles and memoire, which are ascribed to him. Never- 
theless, this extraordinary man finds time to lecture and to practice. 

Honor to M. Velpeau : let the student who enters into his labors imi- 
tate his example. 



jBU'xBttiiantons Notices. 

Third Jhimud Meeting cf the Virginia Soeieiy uf Surgeon Dcfi/uff . — We 
have received, in pamphlet form, a printed copy of the proceedings of the 
third annual meeting of the Virginia Society of Dental Surgeons, which, 
agreeably to request, we copy into the Journal. From these proceedings 
it will be seen that this society was instituted December I2tb, 1842, and 
chartered by the legislature of Virginia, February 3d, 1845. 

As we publish the proceedings entire, we do not think it necessary to say 
much, by way of comment, concerning them. There is one resolution, 
however, connected with them, which we ought not to pass by in silence, 
as it was evidently intended as a reflection upon that part of the proceeding* 
of the last meeting of the American Society of Dental Surgeons, concermllig 
the requirements of its membera in relation to the use of mineral paste, in 
filling teeth. Now, how the American Society will be able to survive 
the shock of so tremendous a rebuke, Ive confess, we are unable to imagine. 
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nor shall we pretend to say how far the Viiginia Society transcended the 
limits of its own legitimate sphere of action in thus indirectly preferring so 
grave a charge against it. We are of the opinion, however, that the reso* 
'lution was wholly uncalled for, and gratuitous on the part of our Virginia 
brethren. If they disapproved of the action of the American Society, thej 
should have been satisfied with the passage of the resolution declaring the 
use of amalgam, for filling carious teeth, malpractice. In requiring of' its 
members a mutual pledge to abstain from the use of this article^ we contend 
that the American Society, under the circumstances of the case, exacted 
nothing more than it had a right to do. Nor should we suppose that any 
one, for a single moment, would object to give such pledge. 

Scattered, as the members of this Association are, over a large portion of 
the globe, some residing in South America, and others in Europe, there 
was no other way of reaching them, and ascertaining their opinions and 
practice in relation to the use of this article. The evil had becoipe a crying 
one ; it was rapidly spreading, and the Society, from every quarter, was 
loudly called upon to take some decisive action upon the subject. At three 
successive uleettngs had it passed resolutions declaring its use for dental 
purposes, malpractice, but notwithstanding this, many of its members con* 
tinued to use it. It was -therefore imperative on the part of the Society to 
adopt some strong measures to repel the imputation which was thus crip- 
ling its energies and weakening its power to do good. The arraignment 
and expulsion of one, nor a dozen of its members, would have corrected the 
evil, so long as others, but against whom positive proof of the fact was' 
wanting, were charged witb using the article. To prevent such, charges, 
and at once to free itself from all who persisted in this empiricitl practice, 
it adopted the resolutions which have proven so obnoxious to our brethren 
of the Virginia Society. Had they been present on the occasion^ andfeit 
the force of the circumstance, and they would have felt them had.they been 
there, under which the Society acted, we doubt not that every one of them, 
if they had had the right to have done so, would have voted for the resolu- 
tions in question. 

Therefore, after having declared the article unfit for dental purposes, and 
the use of it malpractice, if they did not think it necessary to proceed as far 
as the American Society, in relation to the matter, they should have paused 
and made themselves acquainted with all the facts and circumstances of 
the case, before having passed so censorious a resolution against an act of 
a kindred and elder association, an act which cannot he otherwise thali pro- 
ductive of great good, both to the dental profession. and community at large. 

With regard to the power of the Society to expel a member for non-com- 
pliance with these resolutions, the point is so fully discussed and clearly 
established, by our associate. Dr. Wesicott, in the following editorial, 
which we received after hiaving penned the foregoing remarks, that we do 
not think it necessary to enter into further argument upon the subject.— Bart. 
Ed. 
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Resolutions of the American Socibtt of Dental Sorgeons 
in relation to the use of Amalgams for Filling Teeth. 

Bt resolations passed by the American Society of Dental Surgeons, at its 
Annual Meeting, held in the city of New York, August, 1845, it was made 
our duty, as Recording Secretary, to forward to every member of said Soci- 
ety, a certificate, demanding his views upon the use of Amalgams for filling 
teeth. These resolutions made it binding on the faith of every member re- 
ceiving such certificate, to sign, and send the same to us, within a certain 
specified time. This duty we have faithfully performed, and have received 
from a majority of the members these certificates, duly signed, in acooid- 
ance with said resolutions of the Society. But, from several members, these 
letters have met a dififerent response, in far fewer cases than was expected 
by the Society, when the measure was adopted. How many have silently 
refused to comply with the request of the Society, by simply non-compliance, 
we cannot say, there being good reason for believing that many have never re^ 
ceived the circular, and the failure, hence, to comply with the resolutions, 
being no fault of their own. In consideration of this fact, we take this occa- 
sion to request ail who have not received a copy of the circular, or who were 
absent till the expiration of the sixty days given by the Society, to write us 
immediately, giving us a statement of the fact. Although the resolutions 
are such as to make no exception, yet, the Society may, by future actioo* 
reinstate such as are willing to comply, and actually do so, before the next 
annual meeting, without the formality of them 9gain joining, as prescribed 
by the constitution and by-laws, as new members. This suggestion applies, 
of course, only to those who were prevented, during the limited time, from 
compliance with the resolutions, by circumstances which they could not 
control. But, as we have already intimated, there are some who have rs- 
fuMtd to sign the certificate, for reasons which are deserving of notice. This 
IS the more demanded ^since the chief objections alluded to are sustained and 
renewed by the "Viiginia Society of Surgeon Dentists," in resolutions pass- 
ed at their last annual meeting. As these objections are not based upon the 
merits or demerits of the article in question, the objections, with only one 
exception, prtftiMg to condemn ail amalgams, for dental purposes, their 
discussion becomes one rather belonging to the department of jurisprudence 
than to dentistry — and we need not-'say that this is a field of discussion we 
have never cultivated, and one which we shall not now pretend to enter, 
* only in the way of noticing some plain principles, concerning which, ''the 
wayfaring man need not err.". As the tiie of amalgams for denul purposes, 
is pronounced to be malpractice, not only by those, with one exception, 
who have refused to sign the pledge, and by the Virginia Society, but by 
aliQost every dentist having any claim to respectability throughout the land, 
but a singlcL question is left for discussion, viz. Had the American Society 
VOL. VI. — 22 
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a RIGHT to adopt her own measures to free herself of those members whose 
cpinions and practice is averse to her known rules and regulations. 

After the most careful examination we have been enabled to give this 
question, we are prepared to take the position, that the American Society 
not only had a matt vmdoubied right to pass these resolutions^ but that it was 
the only policy which could be adopted, with the hope to bring about the 
result aimed at. But before proceeding to offer any ccmsiderations in sup- 
port of this position, we shall give, more at length, the views of some of 
those who entertain an opposite opinion, by quoting from their letters, in 
in answer to the offensive circular of the Society. 

The following is from a Western brother : 

"To A. Westoott, 

Eeeordmg Secretary qf ihM JhMBrican SoeUiy qf DtnUA Sm'^^ 

Mr Dear Sir : The printed resolutions and blank protest, of the Ameri- 
can Society of Denial Surgeons, was received, in due time. In reply, I have 
only to say, that my professional attainments and character, occupy higher 
ground than to be compelled to forfeit my self-respect, by submitting to the 
requirements of resolutions, whose tone is threatening. The society has 
transcended its powers, has violated the compact which ushered it into ex- 
istence, by enacting resolutions, which are arbitrary, unjust, and unconsti- 
tutional, and I believe unless they are abandoned, the fate of the eoeUty u 
tedled. I do not use any amalgam, or cement, whatever, and have, invaria- 
bly, when consulted by my professional brethren in the west, recommended 
the following substitutes, viz. gold, and platina. Gold, however, has ad- 
vantages over all other substances Tin and lead are admissible. Tin pos- 
sesses advantages over lead. The demand for lead is less frequent. In my 
own practice gold has always been preferred, and extenrively used. Platina, 
tin, and lead, have alsoheen used, but only to a limited extent, pSkrticularly 
the latter. When the society recommended to the profession, to abandon 
the use of amalgams, and cements, for the purpose of filling teeth, it did not 
travel out of the bounds of its duty — this recommendation was right, and 
proper, and every honorable, and high-minded practitioner of dental sur- 
gery, whether a member of the society or not, I venture to aver, was to be 
found on the side of the society, and opposed to the inditerinnnate use of 
amalgams, cements, &c. &c., but when the society declare the use of 
these objectionable materials, to be emptrieism, it goes one step too far. I 
saw that declaration with much regret, and when I read the resolutions, 
and protest of the last annual meeting, I confess, it was with feelings of 
pain and mortification. In conclusion, I will say, that my membership of 
the society does not, I humbly trust, rest upon such a doubtful foundation, 
as to subject me to the liability of expulsion, unless I sign a certificate, and 
make a pledge. When a member is supposed to have violated the constitu- 
tion, or by-laws of the society, he ihoutd he arraigned under their provisions, 
and if found guilty, expelled. I will now rest the matter for the present, 
and await the issue." 
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I shall not stop here to ieommeat upon the above letter, other than to ob- 
eerre, that all of these loud complaints are made hj one, who takes some 
pains to declare, in the rery same brea^, that he never uses mineral paste, 
nor does he countenance its use ; thus tacitly complying with every requi* 
aition of the society, against whose action upon this matter, he so loudly 
declaims. 

The following is from a correspondent in reply to the circular, who con^ 
«iders the ariide in question, not quite to bad, as has been represented, or 
that it may be judiciously used. It will be perceived, however, that the tone 
of his objection, to the ebreular, is precisely the same as in the one just given. 
I shall only quote so much of this letter, (it being long,) as will exhibit his 
precise objection to the measure. He says, "the society have certainly 
^lanscended their powers, and have taken an i^judicioas course, to put down 
the practice, and I think the article of amalgam, would not have obtained 
half so much, had there not ''so much fuss" been made about it. I defy 
any one to find a precedent for this courra. Was it ever heard, that a 
medical society expelled one of their respectable members, for administering 
a remedy hi esrtotn eaiet, which he fomd to be beneficial ? • * • • Can 
a member say, if he has found it more beneficial than any thing, in eeriam 
tme$, that it is inalpraotice in those cases ? Will you make a man swear to 
a liel Will you stretch him on the bed of Prooostes,* break him on the 
wheel, impale, or crucify him, because he cannot be made to chime in, ex* 
actly with a portion of a society ? • • • • • I humbly trust, I know the 
powers reposing in otir society, and the rights of its individual members, 
and I boldly asaert, that our society h^ve no rif^ lo coerce any member, 
in his professional practice. He la answerable to his GrOD, and his patients^-* 
they will judge him— by hia practice, he will rise, or fall.'^ This corres- 
pondent closes his argument by saying, "At any rate I shall object te being 
turned out.'' 

A sentiment similar to that expressed in the letters above quoted, is ex- 
pressed by resolutions passed by the Virginia Society of Surgeon Dentists, at 
their third annual meeting, in October last; and particularly is this senti- 
ment prominent, in the record of the transactions, accompanying these reso- 
lutions, in relation to which, it is observed, that there was "but one dissenting 
voice.'' The resolutions are as follows, viz. *'Re»obfed, by the Virginia 
Society of Saigeon Dentists, that we believe the use of all pastxs and on- 
umnte, of which m caofravis a part, entirely unfit for, and highly objection- 
able, as fillings for carious teeth, that the use of them, in dehtal practice is 
empirical, avd is bbbbby dbolabbd to be malpbaoticb. 

**Ret6k)edf That while we reprobate the use of all such mercurial pre- 
parations, and will execute our laws with fidelity and promptness, we claim 
no authority over the optnions of oar members, nor will we ever require of 

*Proenistet. 
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them, other pledgee, than those which exiil amoog honorable meny united 
for the purpose of improying and elevating a Doble science.'' 

The loUowing record immediately follows the resolutions : "Some debate 
arose upon the passage of these resolutions, whether the Society had powir' 
40 expel its members for their d^pintons, or to concert its execuiire officers 
into father confessors, to receive the confessions of delinquents, ahd grant 
absolution for ofiences. It jvas conceded by all that participated, that the 
society was not a court of eoMeitnet^ and that thuy ha4 no HgU to demand 
any expression of opiniom, or to require any pledge from them in relation 
to the use of mercurial pastes and cements. * • • To expel for tefuaing 
to express an opinion ; or to give a pledge, was making the r^^md mal- 
practice, which was nonsenjieol andabswrd.V* It was also contended, that 
lo require action under it TBasAT, was a course of procedure, to which no 
honorable man would submit. 

It is unnecessary to multiply quotations, to get a clear exhibition of the 
oljections, or rather the objection, of thoee aboye alluded to ; it may* be 
briefly stated as follows : 

•The American Society of Dental Sui^geons .had no rif^ lo adopt the; 
measure in question. 

Now, in respect to this question of hioht, we have yet to learn, that, a 
reluntary association, untrammelled even by a ehdrUr, as is the Americaa 
Society of Dental Surgeons, has not the- rigAi to pass any measure thef 
please to the extent of expulsion of their own members*. There cannot be 
the least shadow of doubt, that, so far as the ri^ is concerned, they would 
have a most undoubted rigfU to pasa an ordinance declaring it malpraetioe 
to fill teeth with gold, or that the use of concentrated sulphuric aeid as a wqtih 
for the teeth, was good practice; although either of these positions wovld 
eridently be most unreasonable. But we contend that their unreasonable- 
ness would not necessarily curtail the right, nor, on the other hand, the right 
make the request reasonable. They would not only have a- rigy to pasa 
auch an ordinance, but they would have an equal right to expel a member, 
for non-compliance therewith. But this, it may be remarked, would be tb^ 
extent of their power. They would have no rigki to declare the offence of 
transgression punishable with death^ nor, indeed, to demand any expia- 
tion whatever,, except a forfeiture of membership. Now, if our objectoiB 
mean, by saying that the American Society hmd norif^ to pass the offensive . 
resolutions referred to, that these resolutions are unreasonable or unjust, thia 
constituted an'entirely new issue — a grokmd which we might concede with- 
out in the least altering our position in respect to the right of the Society. 
So clear, in our mind, is it, that «ny vduniary atfociaiionk, accoUntable'to no 
authority save the laws of the land and sound morality, have a most perfect 
right to adopt their own rules of govemment, prescribe their oWn ctmdttiona 
for membership, and to expel for non-complian<^, that we consider any at- 
tempt to sustain the positign but a waste of words. But, ad llie American 
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Society has been charged with wurpation and InjuaHcer not only by indirid- 
oalsy but by an organized and chartered association, whose constitution and 
by-laiysare but a tramer^t of those adopted by the American Society, hav- 
ing, hence, the same professed objects, and-^veraed by the saipe laws, we 
may well inquire into the reoMonablauu and jueUee of the resolutions orig- 
inating this grave charge. As the resolutions and the accompanying record 
of the Yirginia Society of Surgeon Dentists embody the precise objections 
made by the individuals whose letters are above quoted* we shall confine 
oar remarks mainly to the transactions of this Society, or the record made 
of them. In pursuing this investigation, we may remark, that it seems to 
us that this honorable body have aimed their whole musketfy at a mieiaken 
object, or have.set up an imaginary one, and are claiming credit for demol- 
ishing iL The very extraordinary assertion is made in one of their resolu- 
tioBsupon this subject, that €uig ''ebtm no mutkariiy over the opMom of thnr 
membe^.'' Do they not require, nay, ceiiye^ their members to sign their 
oonatitution, and \o' adopt their by-laws ? And' do not both tWr constitution 
and by-laws contain opimone and sentimentt which are thus ybreed upon 
t^eir members ? Nothing is more dear. Burthey do not stop here'. We 
find, on page 10, of their pamphlet, entitled ''Transactions of ihe Virginia 
Society of Surgeon Dentists," under the head of.RssoLUTioKs havivo the 
▲CTioH OF BT-LAWs, a resolotion, declaring theussof ail amalgams for den- 
tal, purposes, as empirical and as malpractice! 

Now, if this resolution is brought on a par with the by-Uws of the Society, 
we ask if their members are not compelled to adopt their sentiment in con- 
nection with the by-laws, and to pledge themaelvjes to sustain it. We say 
then, even: on the supposition that thfe circular. was intended to force an 
apinioa, oi to require a pledge, in respect, to an. opinion^ and that non-compli- 
ance with. this request was to be punished by expulsion, the American So- 
ciety would have done no more, or less than is in fact done by the Virginia 
Society, who have. sought to jcast.reptoach upon the measures adopted by 
the former. But we by nO m^ans admit this to be the import of the cir- 
cular. .....*. 

The opinion that the use of aU anudgams is malpractioal, had stood ror 
corded ttof, only upon the book of record, but in the Journal, the organ of the 
Society, for four years, at the time the circular was ordered. This opinion 
every man was as much bound to adopt as any precept in- either the consti- 
tution or by-lawB,'and all had^ by their silence, at least tacitly, adopted it. 
For regarding this tacit adoption as an adoption in fact, we have a piece- 
dent in the decision of this very S6eiety, at their ani)ual meeting, held in the 
city of Richmond, October U, iS4B, and published in the American Journal 
of DeQlal Sci^ce, vol. iv. page 115- The record is a? follows : 

"The committee appointed by the Virginia Society of Surgepn Dentists, 
fo investigate certain charges alleged against Dr.R. N. budson/ a member 
of said society, beg leave to report, that having examined the testimony 
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upon which these charges were founded, and politely and reSpeclfotly of- 
fered him an opportmUy to vindicate himself, which he most abruptly and 
rudely declined, thereby, in the opinion of the committee, taoitlt oefaiotol- 
^ging the truth of the allegations," &c. " Wheretqum, it was Reuhed, that 
the name of Dr. R. N. Hudson be Hriekenfirom the r<M ffmembtn roa coir- 
T17MACT! !!" This member was not, by this resolution of the ViaGiNtA 
SocisTY or SuRGBOH DairTTSfs, expelled for maipractiee, butforcoitlimuKy, 
for contempt of the precepts and action of the society. For the benefit of 
those who may not be in possession of the full series of the Ametiean Jour- 
nal of Dental Science, we will here gire the several resolutions adopted by 
this society, upon the subject of mineral paste. The first waft adopted at 
the second annual meeting, held in Philadelphia, August, 1841, and is aa 
follows: 

''The Committee, Drs.' E. Parmly, E. Bacsh, S. Brown, C. A. Harris 
and J. Parmly, to whom the duty of reporting tin the use of lithodeon, min- 
eral paste and all other substances of which mercury is an ingredient for 
stopping teeth, reported, in substftnce, that th« use of all siich articles, were 
hurtful, both to die teeth and every part of the mouth ; und that there was 
no tooth, in which caries in it could be art«6ted, and the organ rendered 
•serviceable by being filled, in which gold could not be employed. The re- 
port was ttriantmotiAly adopted by the society.'' Now, what constitutes the 
American Society of Dental Surgeons,* if not its members^ The next was 
adopted at the fourth annual meeting, held in Baltimore, July, 1843, and is 
as follows : 

" On motion of C. A. Harris, JReaofodd, that this society regard the use of 
mineral paste, in plugging carious teeth, as malpractice, and that a com- 
mittee of three be appointed to receive information and facts, on that sub- 
ject^ to be transmitted to Dr. Westcott of Syracuse, in the state of New 
York, to be by him laid before the Medical Society of the county of Onon- 
daga, in that state, before which the subject aforesaid is now pending." 
This resolution was also unanimously adopted. * 

The third resolution was adopted at the fifth annual meeting held m the 
city of New York, Aug. '44, and is as follows : 

*^ReaiAoed, That the Recording Secretary be instructed to give notice to 
'every, member of this society, who is charged by another member, 
with plugging carious teeth with mineral paste, that this society have 
pronounced the use of this article, for this purpose, as malpractice; 
and tliat each member persisting in its use will have his case acted upon 
at the next annual meeting." 

Now, who claiming to be a member of the Amencan Society, will con- 
tend that he has not committed himself, in respect to his opimon upon the 
use of amalgams, af\er these resolutions have been for years a matter of 
record in the American Journal ? If any were opposed in opMon to the 
views of the Society, why had they not made it known , and asked the society to 
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excuse them from expressing an opinion in common, which they could not 
tolerate as private individuals ? But if the circular was not intended to elicit 
iyiMona, the question very naturally arises, what was its intent ? To give 
this clearly, it will be necessary to allude to some of the circumstances 
which constrained the. society to adopt this measure, in order to effect a 
thorough renovation in respect to this practice. 

By a reference to the resolutions of 1844, it will be seen that some action 
must be taken upon the subject at this session — hitherto all had been talk. 
Accordingly, the society appointed a eommiHu of investigation. This com- 
mittee after a most patient and thorough investigation, made a report con- 
taining details no less mortifying than asionishing. This report was in sub- 
stance^ that, of. the twenty*five members resident in the cities of New York 
and Brooklyn, all were called upon, except two who were absent, and two 
who had ceased to practice. Of the remaining twenty- one, only ten disap- 
proved enltnly of the use of amalgams for dental purposes) 1 

Of the eleven remaining, five iised the amalgams in certain cases, but 
were willing to pledge themselves to abandon it altogether. 
: Six used amalgams in. certain cases, and routed to discontinue its use. 

It appears from the above sUitistics, that nearly one-fourth of all the 
members resident in the cities of New York and Brooklyn not only used it, 
but openly disregarded the action of the Society upon the subject. In other 
words, one-quarter of the niembers in those cities were engaged in a kind 
of practice, which the society, by strong resolutions^ had ihrict declared to 
be malpractice. 

Here we may properly inquire whether the society had. a right to appoint 
this committee, and authorize them to make the investigation which elicited 
the above facts. Will not even our Virginia friends justily the society for 
creating such a committea— or would they have relied upon the "pledges 
which EXIST among honorable men, united for tlie purpose of improving and 
s^emhng a noble science." The American Society had been relying upon 
such pledges for years, but the facts elicited, by this committee constrained 
them to feel that they had been imposed upon. Under these circumstances 
one of. two conclusions must be adopted. The honorable members of the 
society must either siibmit to be disgraced, by fellowshiping members whom 
they had declared to be engaged in malpractice, thus resigning all hope of 
any distinction which membership could confer, aikd ail influence which the 
society could under such circumstances command; or they must take some 
measures to rid themselves of these members. The latter was the conclu- 
sion adopted. But how was this to be effected 1 The society could not 
send their committee over the entire globe to make the necessary investigar 
tions. The drcutar was therefore proposed to supply the place of the com- 
mittee. This could travel with more despatch and much cheaper, and could 
do the work with equal efiiciency — the object of either being to reduce, to a 
certainty^ the number of tliose who were willing to redeem the pledge, which 
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erery member had tacitly giren, upon this subject, and to declare to each 
member, that unless he did redeem his clearly implied .pledge, that he 
should no longer be considered worthy to be a member of the society. And 
here is the **ihreat** which the Virginia Society holds up as such a terrible 
monster ! But if this be regarded in the light qf a threat, the constitution 
itself, and every law, having a penalty attached, must be regarded in the 
same light. Such is indeed the case, in respect to all who have viohited the 
law, but to no others. 

We by no means say that aU who refuse to sign the circular issued by the 
American Society, either have used amalgams for dental purposes, or that 
they are inclined to do so, yet we boldly affirm, that the ''tone'' of the cir- 
cular "is threatening*^ to no others, and that it should prove obnoxious to 
any others, is to us a matter of the greatest surprise. We have thus far 
considered the offensive measure of the American Society as being simply 
a measure to execute their own laws, and one which they of course had a 
most perfect right to adopt. The society had abundant evidence, that $ome 
of her members, had been robbing her of her rights and her honors, and 
she accordingly issued this "search toarrani," that she might bring the 
rogues (only) to justice. We have endeavored to show that the measure 
was not intended to coerce an opinion — ^that it was not intended to elicit 
any new opinion, hut simply to ascertain who had been true to themselves, 
and to the society, and who were willing to abide by her settled, and re- 
corded maxims. We think that we do not misconstrue the spirit of the 
Virginia Society, in their resolution and remarks concerning the action, of 
the American Society, when we say, that the former society clearly give to 
tluir members, the liberty to advocate any opinion they please — to preach 
as they please, if they will only practice right. In other words they may 
proclaim to aU, that mineral paste, is the very best known substance with 
which to fill carious te^th, if they will not vse it. But taing ft; wouM be 
malpractice. 

But let us for a moment examine this sage doctrine. Possibly it may be 
shown to be bad policy, if not "nonsensical and absurd." 

For oursdf, we should consider it, neither unjiist, **nonsensieal,l* , nor "ab- 
surd," to expel a member for advocating the opinion .that mercurial pastes 
were fit articles for stopping teeth, certainly if he was a member of either 
the American or Virginia Society, with their present recorded precepts upon 
this subject. If it could not be regarded malpractice it wbuld be a'very 
mal-opinion, and one which would not only disgrace himself, but the so- 
ciety, and the professipn. Why is a member expelled for malpractice in 
dentistry ? Is it because he has, by such practice, injured a fellow-being? 
If so, do6s not the same charge lie against one, who by his opinions, encou- 
rages, and sustains^ others, in malpractice, perhaps thereby, causing many 
more to suffer, than would have been the case, had he himself, been the mal- 
practitioner ? Or is one to be expelled from a society, for malpractice^ be- 
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cause sach practice tends to disgrace the society^ and the profession ? If so 
we ask how much less disgrace, does he bring upon either, by giving the 
0ptiitOf», that what the society have denounced in the strongest terms^ as 
malpractice, is nevertheless good practice, and but for the *^hond^^ he would 
adopt it ? 

Is it not true, that any position which would prevent one's obtaining 
membership, ought to deprive him of membership, in any voluntary asso- 
ciation ? Would not a candidate for admission into any particular church, 
be justly excluded, should he, on having the creed of said church presented 
to him for his adoption, take the ground he had a right to his own opinions, 
aad that he was not bound to express an opinion 1 And would not a nutm^ 
her be responsible to said church, should he at any Hm/ti and especially after 
he hoA adopted its opiniant, be responsible for such a position? The author 
of our second letter, backed by the Virginia Society of Surgeon Dentists, 
would say no — by no means ! Such person ''would only be responsible to 
his God," and to excommunicate such a member, for re/tismg to gwe an 
opinion, would be '^nonsensical and absurd.'' Now what would be the pre- 
cise rights of each party in this case ? In respeet to the candidate, he would 
have an undoubted right to apply to any church for admission, whatever 
opinion he might entertain of its doctrines. But if his views did not coin- 
cide with tlie established maxims of the church, to which he applies, he 
would have no right to expect, much less demand, ad missiou. The church, 
on the other hand, would have a right to refuse him admission. On the 
supposition that he had already obtained membership, it would be equally 
clear that the church would be fully authorized to dismiss him for a similar 
position. 

Now could this man make the plea, and be sustained, either by usage, 
common sense, or public opinion, that the church had undertaken to coerce 
an opinion ? Precisely this, is the position of the American Society. Far 
be it from this society, to wish, to coerce opinion. She does not believe in 
"forcing men to volunteer." But for an institution framed almost for the 
sole purpose of suppressing quackery, to be forced to retain members, who 
advocate what she has decided to be the worst form of quackery, and who 
refuse even to give an opinion adverse to such practice, is a rare doctrine — 
one which we think may be considered both "nonsensical and absurd." To 
say the least, it is one which chimes but poorly with the spirit originating 
the American Society of Dental Surgeons. One of the most prominent ob- 
jects of this association, as set forth in the preamble to the constitution, is, 
to correct abuses in dental practice or to suppress quackery. Now we ask, 
does a member of this association, as every member is bouod to do, help to 
carry out this object by expressing an opinion that the use of mineral paste 
is good practice? Does he not rather take the most efficient way possible 
to thwart this object? And ought the eociety to be compelled to fellowship 
such a member, even though his ofience is a mere matter of optnton ? We 
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may illustrate the pernicious effect of this morbid liberality/ which consti- 
tutes the basis of such unrestrained freedom of opihiont by a case^ connected 
with this rery subject* While this subject was pending before the medical 
society of this county. Dr. Bliss, the chief champion on the side of mineral 
paste, sought to convince said society, atad (hepublic, that cement was the 
eubeUmce of all substances, for filling teeth, by collecting a[nd exhibiting the 
opinion of every amalgamite, far and near. To this end he went tp the city 
of New York, and there obtained, as the phrase goes,* ''a splendid collec- 
tion." On his return, he took good care to hare it well understood, thai he 
had got the opinion of several of the members of the American Society, of 
Dental Surgeons,' that mineral paste might be judiciously used for fiUiog 
teetlt. Now, although these opMom did not: prevail with the medical ao^- 
ciety, they undoubtedly did induce hundreds to have their teeth filled with 
this vile material. When this subject came up at the last annual meeting, 
one of those who had given his favorable Opinion (in writing) of the prac- 
tice^ to Dr. Bliss, said he was willing to discontinue its use, but had a right 
to his opinion. It was contended by the society, that inasmuch as he had 
given currency to his opinion, thai this article in question yii(BB good, and 
that; by a eerlifieate, he watf bound either to free them from the responai- 
bility of his opinion, by leaving the society, or. be was bound U> undo hia 
act (the expression of his opinion} in the same way, viz. by signing the 
proposed certificate, or protest of the society.. But this he refuse to do, on 
the ground that the society have no right lo naake such a demand ! A« we 
have introduced this member, to exhibit. the consistency of thoae who claim 
a seat in the society, while they disregard both its precepts, and its action, 
we will refer to his positions on several different occasions.. We find him 
one of the foremost in carrying out measures to expel, not from the society, 
but from the touMryt Monsieur Mallallan, for the malpractice of uaiiig 
mineral paste. We next find him at Philadelphia, one q^lAe eommtftes whieh 
originated the resolution, there passed by the society, in- 1841, declaring, 
mineral paste '*hurtful Both to the teeth, and every part of the mouth." 

We next find him in New York, JSUtfig ieeih with this very mineral paste ! 

We next hear of him through Dr. Bliss, as the author of one of his many 
certificates in faioor of this practice; and lastly, we find him as the author 
of thd second letter above quoted, denouncing the American Society of Den- 
tal Surgeons as having "transcended their powers." . But in this last resort 
he has nothing to fear, being fully backed, and sustained in this position by 
the Virginia Society of Surgeon Dentists ! 

We have no doubt this honorable body will have occasion to extend a 
like sympathy to many others, as persecuted members of the American 
Society, as they do now extend the privilege to iheit members, not merely 
to advocate the use of amalgams, but to give wriflen certificates in its favor. 

In conclusion, we may say that this measure of the American Society of 
Dental Surgeons, adopted to ezecuU her laws, will be sustained — not 
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merely by a large majority of her members, bat by common sense, and by. 
public opinion. The certificates already received, duly signed, show that 
the society haTe nothing to fear from those .#hd raise the cry of usurpation. 
The society hare asked no member to prow himself innocent, but have of- 
fered to take his own statement, as sufficient proof of the fact. All admit 
that the society have full power to expel on conviction, and does not the 
refusail of a member to answer for himself, clearly imply his guilt? Thii, 
in the language of the Virginia Society, is at least a "tacit admission" of it, - 
and this body bave decided that a foet^ admission, is an admission in fact, 
and have given us a jnteedent, for striking; ''from the roll of members" all 
guilty of such dmtvmaey. — Syraeuae Ed. 



Aaenie oi a Denial Then^euiie «fiJ3^eal.-^We would direct the attention of 
out readers to an article in ainuther part of the present number of the 
Journal, on the use of arsenic as. a remedy fcir tooth-ache, and for the de- 
struction Qf an exposed dental pulp, with a view to the subsequent preserva- 
tion of the tooth by filling, and ask for it a careful and attentive perusal. 
During the last five or six years, arsenic )ias been more generally and ex- 
tensively employed for the above named puVposes than any other remedy 
or therapeutic agent, and at first it promised to be of great value ; but before 
we had ever used it, we expressed our disapprobation to its employment for 
these' purposes, for the reason, that a tooth after having been deprived of its 
vitality, could not, in accordance with a well known law of the animal 
economy, lemain in the mouth wi|h impunity; that if it did not immedi- 
ately give rise to the formation of an alveolar abscess, it would of necessity 
exercise a morbid influence upon the circumjacent living parts. Soon after 
we had expressed this opinion, howeyer, we were assured by some of the 
first practitioners in New York and Philadelphia, that it was fully realizing 
the expectations of all who advocated itis use ; and, willing, for the time, to 
yield an opinion based upon mere pathological reasoning, when opposed to 
so formidable an array of alleged facts, we determined to give it a fair trial. 
At first it promised to be an invaluable acquisition to the resources of the 
dental bmnch of medicine. It acted- almost like a charm — cured tooth-ache, 
when resulting from the exposure of the pulp of the tooth, by destroying 
the vitality of this partof the organ, and we were forced, for a time, to believe 
that our former reasoning upon the subject was based upon a false hypoth- 



But the deception did not last long: the effects which we had anticipated 
previously to using it, soon began to manifest themselves — first in chronic in- 
flammation of the alveolo de.ntal periosteum, afterwards in pain and soreness 
of the tooth, and ultimately,, in a large majority of cases, in alveolar abscess. 

It was contended by some practitioners, that these subsequent morbid de- 
velopments were the result* of irritation produced by an accumulation of 
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matter in the root or roots^ if the tooth had more than one of the organ, and 
that hy filling these, they might be prevented. But neither by this nor any 
other plan of treatment, have we, on an average, been able to prevent them 
in more than one case out of five, and we have no doubt, that sooner or 
later, in the apparently successful cases, the efiects above described will 
manifest themselves. The reason that they have not done so in these as 
soon as they did in the others, is doubtless owing to the fact, that the alveolo 
dental membrane in the former cases, was less susceptible to the action of 
morbid irritants, than it was in the latter, or that the immediate effect pro- 
duced on it by the arsenic was less powerful. We have had occasion to 
extract many teeth which had been treated in this manner, not only by our- 
self, but by other practitioners. 

This is the result of our own experience with regard to the use of arsenic 
for destroying the nerves of teeth, preparatory to the operation of filling, 
and so far as we have been able to obtain the views of others upon the sub- 
ject, we are happy to believe, that this roost objectionable of all species of 
dental practice, is almost wholly abandoned by respectable practitioners 
throughout the length and breadth of the land. 

As to the other effects spoken of by our associate Dr. Westcott, as liable 
to result from the employment of this agent, we do not think there is any 
danger of their occurring, if it be applied by a skilful practitioner ; but un- 
fortunately, its use is now chiefly confined to those who have the most 
meagre claims to skill in the profession. In the hands of such, its use 'a 
certainly attended with much danger. A case was mentioned to us a few 
days since, of a little girl, about twelve years of age, who was taken to a 
self-styled dentist of this city for the purpose of obtaining relief from tbe tooth- 
ache. The cavity, we believe, was in the side of the tooth, and the remedy 
was applied on a little raw cotton, which not having been properly secured, 
got between the teeth in such a manner as to come in contact with the side 
of the tongue, producing, not only a most hideous ulcer, but it also came 
Tery near destroying the life of the child. Skilful medical aid was imme- 
diately called in, but it was three months before she completely recovered. 

This is only one of many cases, which we might mention of the serious 
efiects which have resulted from the employment of arsenic as a remedy 
for tooth-ache. The use of this agent, therefore, being attended, not only 
with danger, but also failing to secure the preservation of the teeth to which 
it is applied, its employment for this purpose, should at once and forever, 
be abandoned. But we fear, that so long as advertising to cure the tooth- 
ache in two or five minutes, can be made profitable, it will continue to be 
uaed.-^BaU. Ed. 



Toowr8ubscnber»i(i Great Britain, In the last number of the Journal, 
we expressed the hope that we had effected arrangements by which our sub- 
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acriben in Great Britain, would hereafter be promptly supplied with the 
Journal^ but in consequence of the temporary absence of our agent, some 
delay in their del irery has occurred. We must, therefore, claim a little 
indulgence, as the delay is not attributable to any fault of ours. We are 
now trying to effect a permanent arrangement— one that will prevent for 
the future, any irregularity or delay in this matter. We are greatly indebted 
to the profession in Great Britain for the liberal manner in which they hare 
patronized the Journal from its commencement, and we sincerely regret 
that they should have any cause of complaint, and they may rest assured, 
that we shall do all we can to prevent it. If we succeed in consummating 
the arrangement which we are now endeavoring to make, all difficulty will, 
for the future, be prevented. 



Correction, — ^The record of the proceedings of the last meeting, in regard 
to Dr. S. P. HuUihen, relative to the publication of Dr. Baker's Essay, was 
incomplete, and as leA, calculated to give an erroneous, and unjust impres- 
sion of the latter. 

The call to order, was made by myself, and was made on the supposition 
that Dr. H. was not speaking to a motion. It appearing, however, that his 
remarks were explanatory to a motion, which I had failed to understand, 
the call was cheerfully withdrawn, and the society requested him to pro- 
ceed — considering his remarks for such a purpose, of course, in order. 

AMOS WESTCOTT, Ree. See'y. 



7b Corrupondentt. — Observations on Artificial Obturators and Palates, 
read before the Mississippi Valley Association of Surgeon Dentists, by B. 

B. Brown, M. D., D. D. S., was received too late for publication in the 
present number of the Journal. It shall appear in the next . . . . C. D. S. 
is referred to Dr. Westcott's article on the use of arsenic, as a dental thera- 
peutic agent, for the information which he asks .... Dr. R. will accept our 
thanks for the information he furnished. We have made his case known 
to the Recording Secretary of the American Society of Dental Surgeons. 
We will reply to his letter, so soon as we can find leisure to do so ... . 
Dr. C H. is informed that the Journal is regularly sent to his address, but 
aa he did not receive the first number of 6lh volume, we sent another. Dr. 

C. is also informed, that the Journal is regularly sent to him.— &<(. Ed. 



MuMfum ^ ikt BaUmon CoUege tf Denial Surgery.^ A very valuable 
contribution was made.to the Museum of this Institution a few weeks since 
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bf Dr. John Harris, consisting of between twelve and fifteen thonstnd moF' 
bid dental specimens. Similar contributions would be thankfully receired 
by the Faculty, from otljer members of the profession. 



Porcelain Teeth. — We are indebted to Messrs. Wilkinson and Armstrong, 
of Philadelphia, for some Tery beautiful specimens of incorruptible teeih. 
In their appearance, they bear a rery close resemblance to the human teeth, 
both in i:olpr and shape ; and although we have ■ not had an opportunity of 
testing their strength, we -should think them a gOQd article. 



London jFWeept.— ^Engaged in the same pursuit, and united by the ties of 
a eommon brotherhood, we cannot regard with indifference — although liv- 
ing under a different form of government, and separated from them by the 
broad Atlantic, the doings of our European brethren. We hail with the 
most lively joy,. every effort knade by them for the advancement of that 

• • • 

branch of the curative art, in the practice and cultivation of which, we are 
mutually engaged, and the failure bf aoy enterprise undertaken there, cal- 
culated to promote this praiseworthy end, is as deeply and sincerely regret- 
ted by us, as it is by them. Therefore, it is with feelings of the most un- 
feigned regret, that we announce, that the publication of that ably conducted 
periodical — the London Forcepe, has ceased. Although the experiment of 
the publication of a journal devoted to the interests ' of jthe profession in 
England, had been previously made, -and failed, we. had hoped, that the 
F'orceps, phoenix-like, rising up from the ashes of the British Q.uarterly, 
would have become the rallying point of our :transatlantic brethren — that 
devoted as it was to the advancement of the scienqe and art of dental sur- 
gery, and the elevation of the standard of professional qualification, they 
would have sustained it In the city of London, alone, there are dentists 
enough, if. we are correctly informed as to the number, to have done this. 
But composed as the dental profession at present is, all over the world, 
of men, many of whom, have been brought up to occupations requiring but 
little or no education, and are wholly unaoQustomed to reading, it is hardly 
to be expected that such of its members should feel the necessity of extend- 
ing the range of their knowledge. Hence they regard the expenditure of 
money for books or scientific periodicals, as worse than useless; and we are 
inclined to believe, that those who entertaiti this opinion are right. It is 
exceedingly questionable whether they would be profited by books, and it 
may be, that they act- wisely iti refusing to encumber themselves with such 
useless rubbish, inasmuch as reading upon the subject, would only expose 
their ignorance, and thus lower them in their own estimation. We are 
happy to know, howeverj^that the ranks of the profession are rapidly filling 
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up with a difl*erent class of ibdiylduals — ^with men of intelligence and edit- 
catioD^ who are enriciiing the art by scientific researches and enlightened 
experience. Although the number of this latter class is« comparatiTely, 
smally y^t they are rapidly changing the character of the pursuit, and se- 
caring for it a consideration which . it has not heretofore enjoyed. As this 
description of practitioners. become more numerous* will dental periodical 
literature be more liberally patronized, for, it is the ambition of the scientific 
dentist, to arail himself of every means of information within bis reach. 
He will not be .contented with the reading of bfie> nor half a dozen works 
.upon the subject ; he will hare every thing that is written upon it, if within 
his ability,. that heiotiay be able to give his patients the benefit of the dis- 
coveries and iinprqvements in practice that are daily being made. It was 
Said, we believe, :by the celebrated Dr. Rush, that ''when a physician quits 
reading, he. should quit.practicej," and the remarii will apply with. as much 
force to the dental as. to the medical practitioner. 

With regard to the importance of a mediuin of intercomniunication be- 
tween the members of the dental profession, through which such discove- 
ries and improvements may be rendered available to .all, we should not think 
there could be two opinions. It is too apparent to admit, of doubt, and yet, 
how little interest,, do the majority of dentist^ juanifest for such vehicles of 
knowledge ? In the United States, not more than one. out of six manifests 
any at alh We have had an opportunity of ascertaining thisiact, and there- 
fore speak advisedly upon the subject. 

Having been connected with the publication of this Journal during the 
entire period of its existence, we cannot be supposed wholly ignorant of the 
difficulties incident to an undertaking of this sort. We can readily imagine 
many of those with which the. conductors of the London Forceps had to 
contend. But we had hoped, that after having continued their paper one 
year, they had succeeded in securing for it a sufficiently extensive circula- 
tion, to reiider its perpetuity certain. It had some able writers among its 
contributors, whose labors in this field of useful industry, we hope, will not 
cease, because the publication of their own valuable paper has been discon- 
tinued. If we cannot enjoy the fruits of it through the medium of a publi- 
cation of their own, we should be happy of the opportunity of enriching the 
pages of the American Journal of Dental Bcience with them.— Bolt. Ed. 



Ckuweniiaa ^ IhnXiiU — A convention of Surgeon Dentists is to be held 
in Philadelphia, on the 15th of this month, for the purpose of oiganizing a 
State Society. We hope it will be well attended, and that this object will 
be accomplished \ believing, if it be composed of well-informed and scien- 
tific practitioners, that it will be productive of good, both to themselves and 
the inhabitants of the state. . The advantages of association to dentists, are 
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as great as they are to general suigeons and physicians. By this means, 
the knowledge of many is made available to each and every one. By cooh 
ing together at stated periods, the members of the profession in Pennsyl- 
vania, or such as shall belong to the society, will have an opportunity of 
comparing their respective modes of practice, and of making known any 
new discoveries or improvements which they may make in this branch of 
the healing art. 

We wish those of our professional brethren who are engaged in this 
matter, success ; and, as they have honored us with an invitation to attend 
the convention, we shall endeavor to be present on the occasion. Dr. Rob- 
ert Arthur, we understand, is to deliver the opening address. — BaU. Ed. 



Medical Fees, — Persons generally are not aware of the importance of 
a fee. A physician can make a more correct diagnosis, and his reme- 
dies will operate much more beneficially where he is certain of being 
paid, than when he proceeds without reference to " the recompense of re- 
ward." A fee inspires the practitioner with confidence in himself and faith 
in his remedies, which is almost as important as the exercise of faith on the 
part of the patient. An eminent English physician once remarked that he 
never felt his own pulse, nor looked at his tongue in the glass, without un- 
consciously slipping a guinea from one pocket into the other. Let those, 
therefore, who wish to derive the full benefit of a physician's advice, bear 
in mind the necessity of a fee. — St, Louu Med. ^ Surg, Jour. 



Barley-water a powerful Diuretic. — According to M. Themont, barley- 
water is a powerful diuretic, and may be employed with advantage iu cases 
where more powerful diuretics might prove deleterious. He boils two 
handfuls of barley in three pints of water down to two pints, and gives a 
cupful five or six times daily. He relates a case of dropsy depending on 
hypertrophy of the heart, in which, by this simple means alone, a copious 
diuresis was produced which removed the dropsical swellings in a few 
days. — Joum, de Fann. 



J. Robinson, Esq., D. D. S. or Loiruon, having consented to become 
our correspondent, is accredited as such, and will receive and forward to 
us any communications for the Journal, with which our brethren in Eng- 
land may favor us. There are many eminent practitioners and able writers 
among the members of the profession in Great Britain, and we should be 
happy of the opportunity of placing the names of some of them on the list 
of our contributors — we hope soon to be able to do so. 
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ARTICLE I. 

An Address^ delivered at the opening of the Dental CoUege of 
Okioy at request of EacuUyy by Rev. B. P. AtdblotTi D. D., 
President of the Board of Trustees. 

What is the true measure of honor? Not birth, not wealthy 
no particular calling or pursuit in life, not high station, not 
human applause, not even great mental endowments — ^not one» 
not all of those things combined, to which the world too com- 
monly bows down in homage. Some of these things are casual, 
and others of them may be very improperly obtained. 

Tyhat, then, is the true measure of honor? We answer, 
without fear of successful contradiction, it is iLsefulnesa — inteUi- 
genty voluntary usefidness. This requires effort, and, for its 
highest achievement, demands much toil, much self-sacrifice. 
He who would be useful must lay himself out for it; he must 
plan, contrive and labor; he must overcome obstacles, nerve 
himself for every contest, and he must persevere. In no other 
way can he attain to much usefulness. 

Since, then, usefulness is a matter of choice, and toil, and self- 
sacrifice, it must be the true measure of honor. No one can 
justly object to this test ; all must feel it to be reasonable and 
right, though, unhappily, very few practically apply it either to 
themselves or to others. 

With this standard of judgment, how meanly shall we think 
of much that is highly honored in the world ; and how will it 
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raise in our esteem, many of those classes and pursuits upon 
which a proud, unthinking world generally. looks down with 
contempt. Were this standard universally set up, what a revo- 
lution in public sentiment would follow ; what overturnings 
would take place! And we doubt not that such a day of right- 
eous judgment will come. There is much in the world's pro- 
gress to encourage the hope, that the time is drawing nigh, 
when all unreasonable, arbitrary and fictitious distinctions will 
be done away, and usefulness — in. the most liberal, comprehen- 
sive and just sense of the term — usefulness will be universally 
regarded as the true measure of honor. 

If the views How expressed are true and sound, are we not 
warranted in placing the medical profession, in all its depart- 
ments, in the very first rank of honor? Let none object that 
this post must ever be conceded to the christian ministry. 
Certainly, they who devote themselves to this arduous and most 
responsible work are to be very '^highly esteemed in love, for 
their work's sake." But it would be improper and unsafe to 
reckon the gospel ministry among worldly professions, and thus 
introduce an unseemly competition between it and others for 
precedence. The truth is, the ambassador of heaven can have 
no place in this world's ranks, just because his office must 
raise him above the highest, while his spirit ought to humble 
him to the feet of the lowest — make him cheerfully willing to 
be the servant of all. 

But among earthly callings, we feel warranted in placing the 
healing art in the most elevated position. For what are the 
objects of all other pursuits ? Are they not to minister to the 
support, the comfort, or the gratification of men, or to protect 
their rights? The agriculturist, the mechanic, the artist, the 
lawyer, the soldier, and the statesman can do no more than 
these. But suppose them all accomplished, what would they 
avail without life, without health? One touch of disease will 
stamp vanity on all this world's possessions, and mar its every 
enjoyment. But health will pour sunshine over the humblest 
condition, and sweeten even the coarsest morsel. We have 
somewhere read of a poor but laboring blacksmith ; his eye 
was bright, his muscles firm, his step elastic. While on his 
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wa7 to dinner, and, as nsnal, bumming a tune, or whistling in 
the gladness of overflowing health, he passed the door of a 
splendid mansion ; the rich occupant of the dwelling long an 
invalid, could not but look with feelings of envy, upon the hale, 
happy smith, and calling him in, proposed to exchange condi- 
tions with him. The poor man eagerly, but thoughtlessly, as- 
sented. A few months reversed the scene. Idleness and 
luxury soon dimmed the eye, enfeebled the frame, and de* 
pressed the spirits of the once stalwart mechanic. This brought 
him to his senses. <'Of what use," said he, ''are this fine 
house, and costly furniture, and rich food ? I have neither 
health nor appetite to enjoy them !" He would gladly have 
again exchanged conditions with his wiser friend, the now 
vigorous and happy blacksmith. 

Health is the first of this earth's blessings, and the very basis 
and essential element of all its enjoyments: 

''Without the cheerful, active energy of health, 
No rapture swells the tireast ** 

t^rmstrongy ttightty aiitred. 

And SO long as the human family is subject to weakness, pain 
and disease, the paramount usefulness of the healing art will be 
felt, and its practitioners will be entitled to proportionate honors. 
But it is not our design to pronounce a eulogy on the medical 
profession. We wish merely to suggest a few words of counsel 
to those at whose request we stand here this day, and, through 
them, to all who have chosen the same department of the heal- 
ing art. We say department of the healing arty because we 
believe that the rightful position of the dentist is not generally 
understood, and, consequently, his character not duly appre- 
ciated by the public. Even his fellow laborers do not, in this 
respect, always do him justice. His must be regarded as one 
branch of the healing art. He is, therefore, a medical practi- 
tioner. This is exactly his position ; to this rank, and nothing 
less, is he most rightfully entitled. The science of medicine, 
it is well known, is so extensive, and requires such laborious 
study and long application to acquire an adequate knowledge 
of it, that, in every advanced community, its practitioners 
have, spontaneously, each for himself, chosen some particular 
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part of the wide field, on which to lay out his mind and strength. 
Hence we have the physician, the surgeon, the accoucheur, the 
oculist, and, to name no more, the dentist. Eiach one of these pro- 
fesses to have devoted himself to the study and relief of a certain 
classof the great catalogue of human ills. The public have a 
right, therefore, to expect from him peculiar skill in this particu- 
lar department. And we doubt not, but that, as medical science 
advances and eularges its domain, and multiplies its objects of 
attention, it will be fouud absolutely necessary to increase these 
professional divisions. Instead of having some half a dozen 
different departments of the healing art, as we now have, we 
may have a score before the revolution of another century. 

Permit us, here, briefly, to .point out one good consequence 
which will be likely to result to the science and practice of 
dentistry, when every dentist regards himself, and is regarded 
by the public, as a member of the medical profession. He must, 
in this case, see more clearly the propriety and importance of 
going through a full course of medical study. The diseases of 
the mouth, about which he- is specially concerned, must always 
sustain relations, more or less extensive, to other parts of the 
system and its different functions. Hence, no roan can be a 
thoroughly qualified dentist who has not a general acquaint- 
ance with the human structure and its various processes, together 
with its morbid states and their appropriate remedies. In this 
way only,can he discern and duly appreciate the multitudinous 
and powerful, and often subtle influences, as cause and efl!ect, 
between the diseases with which he has to do, and those affect- 
ing the whole or other parts of the system. Such relative know- 
ledge will often throw a clear light upon what would otherwise 
be completely hidden from his view, and enable him successfully 
to treat what must otherwise baffle, his utmost skill. When 
dentists generally are thus qualified, they cannot M to assume 
their rightful rank, as professional men, before the public. 

Such, then, being, in our view, the true position of the den- 
tist — ^so useful,so honorable — we would respectfully, but briefly, 
call your attention to the principal duties which devolve upon 
liim. 
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I. Highly esteem and carefuUy cultivate your profession. 

It is loo true, indeed, that selfishness is the main-spring of 
multitudes to exertion. And selfishness, it must be allowed, 
will do a great deal ; but love for an object will do a vast deal 
more. He whose heart is in his profession, will pursue it with 
an ardor and an energy which nothing else can supply. And 
it will impel him onward and upward, and sustain him in a 
sphere of effort which selfishness can never reach. While the 
merely selfish man, who values and pursues his profession only 
for the doUais and. cents it brings him, will rarely go further 
than he'finda it profitable ; the man who really esteems his pro- 
fession will cultivate it for its own sake. Hence, no ordinary 
jneasure of attainment will ever satisfy him. He will desire, 
also, to extend its boundaries, and render it worthy of a still 
higher place in the public regard. His ambition will be to leave 
his profession more improved and more elevated than he found 
it. In addition, then, to those inferior motives which operate 
upon the merely business man, he who loves his profession has 
stronger and loftier impulses, which will be certain to render 
btm iar more accomplished, and, consequently, far more worthy 
of public confidence. 

But this is not all. A mere regard to one's individual inter- 
ests, that is, in one word — selfishness, is sure to belittle the 
man — it will render him a professional dwarf. But where a 
cordial regard for his profession is the animating and controling 
principle, it cannot fail to inspire the heart with refined, gener- 
ous, noble sentiments, and thus impress true professional dig. 
nity upon the whole man. 

II. Always cherish feelings of respect for your fellow practi- 
tioners, 

<^None of us liveth to himself." . This is not more the teach- 
ing of holy writ, than a lesson of soupd experience. The char- 
acter and welfare of all the members of a profession are, to a 
great extent, bound up in the same bundle. If '^one member 
suffer, all the members suffer with it, or one member be honor- 
ed, all the members rejoice with it" Let but the profession be 
elevated and respected, and each individual shares in the gen- 
eral esteem. That is a lAiserable short-sighted policy which 
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seeks to exall itself upon the ruin of other men's reputations. I 
knew a man once of more than ordinary abilities : — as a student, 
his opportunities had been most ample ; he entered upon a med- 
ical career under highly propitious circumstances ; his energy 
was great, his industry untiring, his ambition unbounded. He 
had a liberal spirit, also, in respect to the learning of the pro- 
fession, and to literature, and science generally. He spared no 
expense for books, apparatus, and whatever else was necessary 
to high attainment. But he did little good, and much evil, in 
the profession ; he lived unhappily in it, and, after a life of 
study, toil, and profuse expenditure, utterly failed of reaching a 
true renown. And to what was his disappointment owing? 
Not to a want of talents, or learning, or industry, or success as 
a practitioner, or to that low, contracted spirit, which denies to 
itself the means of professional improvement — his library was 
immense; he gathered about himself every advantage of this 
kind which wealth and the most inordinate ambition could pro- 
cure or desire. What then was the fatal cause of his disappoint- 
ment? It was simply this — he did not cherish a feeling of res- 
pect for his fellow practitioners. This was the worm which 
caused the goodly gourd to wither over his head. He took 
little pains to conciliate the kind feelings of his brethren. He 
delighted to dwell upon their imperfections. He blazoned their 
faults. Indeed, nothing seemed to give him more pleasure in 
the professor's chair, than to expose the mistakes, or pour con* 
temptuous sarcasm upon the character or course of some less 
fiivored member of the profession. As a matter of course, he 
was perpetually involved in heart-burnings and contests. 
Almost every one had some grievance to complain of against him. 
He soon became the Ishmael of the profession, "his hand against 
every man and every man's hand against him." Is it wonder- 
ful then, that notwithstanding all his advantages and opportu- 
nities, he utterly failed — became a splendid bankrupt in reputa- 
tion ? What can one man do against a whole profession ? — and 
especially when his own selfish contemptuous treatment of 
them, has provoked their righteous indignation against him? 

But if the ill will of a profession is so overwhelming an evil ; 
one against which no talents, no attainments, no advantages, 
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however great, can enable a man to bear up, how desirable, how 
full of strength and encouragement, on the other hand, are the 
respect and good will of the profession ? These will open the 
way, and smooth its ascent, even to the most humble. Though 
a man's abilities be but moderate, yet in the possession of the 
respect and good will of his brethren, he has the surest means 
and the best guaranty of professional success. And when rep- 
utation does come, no breath of envy will ever tarnish his crown. 
All will delight to honor him. 

But how may a medical man — in whatever department he 
may labor — secure to himself this high advantage, this most 
gratifying of all attainments, a profession's respect and good 
will? There is only one way, but that is a sure one — ^let him 
cherish a feeling of respect for his fellow practitioners. This 
will lead him always to regard their rights as sacred ; this will 
render him at all times sincerely courteous, even to the mos^ 
humble of his brethren. 

III. Ever cultivate the spirit of benevolenee. 
There cannot be a brighter ornament in the character of a 
medical man, than benevolence. Without it, he may have the 
most vigorous intellect, and the greatest amount of geueral 
scholarship, and professional learning and practical skill, still 
his character will be miserably imperfect No one can love him. 
None will freely approach him. Necessity may indeed compel 
some to seek his aid, but they will ieel little gratitude for it, and 
retain no pleasant recollections of him. 

A kindly spirit and gentle manners will wonderfully mitigate 
the sufferings of a patient, even where your skill fails to give le* 
lief. And hundreds under the influence of a sympathizing, 
winning deportment, may be induced to submit to tedious 
courses of treatment, and even painful operations, when nothing 
else could subdue. And thus a vast amount of human ills may 
be removed, which would otherwise be irremediable. It is in 
this way that a benevolent temper and its natural and usual ac* 
companiment, gentle manners, greatly add to the effectiveness 
of the medical practitioner. Hence, one so qualified will win 
confidence and ensure success, where others of much larger 
professional learning and skill may utterly fidl. 
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Is not the most common commendation which persons will 
give of their famil7 physician, and their reason for preferring 
him, just this virtue of benevolence ? "His manners," they will 
say, «<are so kind and pleasant — ^he seems to have so much feel- 
ing for you !" And all this is perfectly natural and reasonable. 
Every one, and especially when suffering, can judge of the kind- 
ness of a. professional man, and feel it too ; but mere medical 
attainments must ever, to a great extent, necessarily remain oc- 
cult to the uninitiated. None but professional men can prop- 
erly estimate each other. We see the proof of this continually, 
in the fact that it is personal manners — ^not vigor of intellect, not 
great professional attainments — it is personal manners that usu- 
ally win a man's way to success and distinction. Who of us 
that have reached middle age, have not often looked with equal 
disappointment and surprise upon the different conditions of our 
fellow students, after the lapse of twenty or thirty years from 
the day of our separation at commencement? Was it not em- 
phatically true of them — ^^*the race is not to the swift, nor the 
battle to the strong?" Those, who gave the highest promise, 
as students, have often turned out the most signal failures ; 
while many, who for the slenderness of their capacity, were the 
butts of their class, have, in many instances, attained no small 
measure of success, and at times acquired even an enviable rep- 
utation. If such cases be carefully scrutinized, it will be found, 
we are persuaded, that it was mainly difference of manners 
which wrought out their different destinies. The medical man 
of ordinary, or even less than ordinary intellect, but of kindly 
manners, will be almost certain to outstrip, in his professional 
career, his fellow student of an opposite character. And it is 
right — it is right, that it should be so, for we cannot help the 
feebleness of our minds, but we are to blame for the absence of 
a benevolent spirit and kind manners. 

There is, however, another view of this point which it would 
be unpardonable, on the present occasion, to overlook. A be- 
nevolent spirit and kind manners are important, not merely as a 
means of soothing suffering and winning success. With these 
ends in view, a medical man may cultivate such a spirit and 
such manners— or rather the appearance of them — ^firom the most 
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selfish motives. Bat true benevolence, and true kindness will 
always be valuable in such a world as ours, from other consid- 
erations. ''The poor shall never cease out of the land." This 
is the decree of the great disposer of human destiny, "the High 
and Holy One, who inhabitest eternity, and doeth according to 
his will in the army of heaven and among the inhabitants of the 
earth." "The poor," declares the meek and merciful Saviour, 
"always ye have with you." Who has not admired that noble 
saying of Boerhaave? — ^"The poor are my best patients, for God 
is their paymaster." And what can now add so amaranthine a 
lustre to the character of Rush, as this simple testimony of his 
biographer? — ^"The poor were the objects of his peculiar care. 
In the latter and more prosperous years of his life, one-seventh 
of his income was expended upon the children of affliction and 
want The last expression which fell from his lips was an in- 
junction to his son — ^"Be indulgent to the poor." 

What was so tenderly said by the poet of one medical practi- 
tioner, we are verily persuaded, is true of the great body of the 
profession in every age : 

*'In miaeryV daxkest CMYcm knowiiy 

His useful care was ever nigh. 
Where hopeless anf^uish poured his (pnoao. 

And loodlj want retired to die.** 

Dt' S. Jofmi<m*9 EpiUqthon Dr» Levet, 

Of all men engaged in secular pursuits, the medical practi- 
tioner has the largest sphere of benevolence open before him ; 
and not only so, but with smaller means he can do a greater 
amount of good than others. Look, for example, at that poor 
man — he is suffering under a painful disease, which utterly dis- 
qualifies him for his daily labor. His family are in great need, 
and must every day sink into a lower depth of poverty and 
wretchedness so long as he, who is their only support, is unable 
to exert himself. Now, to provide for the wants of this family 
is all that non-professional benevolence can do, and that would 
be, perhaps, a long continued and very onerous service of char- 
ity. And yet do its utmost, such charity leaves the greatest 
sufferer unrelieved, while it places bis fitmily under a painfiil, 
and, too often, an injurious sense of obligation. But the practi- 
▼OL. ri.— 25 
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tioner of the healing art can frequently^ at a very trifling ex- 
pense, and in a very short time, remove the poor man's disease, 
relieve him of all his sufferings, restore him to his capacities for 
exertion, and thus bring plenty and joy to his habitation. For 
all this good, the poor man will have but very little — oftentimes 
(such is the benevolence of physicians) nothing at all to pay. 
And his family, instead of being in the humiliating and gener- 
ally vitiating state of pauperism — the only state in which an or- 
dinary benevolence usually can place them — ^his family we say, 
will be restored to a happy, virtuous independence. Such is 
the power of medical benevolence. Such are the triumphs it 
achieves. 

And in justice to the profession, it ought to be added, that 
there is no class that exhibits a more benevolent spirit, or does 
more to relieve the sufferings of humanity. This is so remark- 
ably the fact, that fe^ things disappoint or shock us more than 
the sight of an unsympathising, hard-hearted practitioner of 
the healing art, in any of its departments. 

But if the profession you have chosen is so important in 
its objects, and demands such continued and strenuous intel- 
lectual and moral effort, what can sustain you in your career? 
What supply the needed motives to such study, toil, self-sacrifice, 
and benevolent effort ? I can point you to only one source of 
motives, but that, thank heaven, is all-sufficient. It is christian 
principle. Only this can give you such command of your intel- 
lect, such control over your heart as will enable you to fulfil 
your high vocation. 

To the medical practitioner, therefore, who would study to 
show himself approved — who would labor and not faint — who 
would persevere in well-doing — I would say, go my friend, go 
in faith to the great physician of souls — the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Learn in his school— imbibe his spirit. Contemplate his conde- 
scending kindness, his unwearied labors, his atoning death. 
With a heart enlightened, and warmed, and melted, and elevated, 
in view of his redeeming love, you will find it,l)y a happy experi- 
ence, not a task, but a delightful privilege to minister to the afflict- 
ed. Yes, my friend, true christian piety alone can sustain and 
carry you forward in such a career of professional labor and be- 
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nevolence, as will, in this life, call down upon your head the bless- 
ings of multitudes ready to perish ; and prepare you — when all 
this world's prospects have faded upon your sight, and its last 
sounds have died upon your ears— for a higher career of uiieful- 
ness and of blessedness I 



ARTICLE ir. 

Opening Address. Delivered before the Pennsylvania Associa^ 
tion of Dental Surgeons, January 20th, 1846. By Robert 
Arthur, D. D. S. Published by order of the Society. 

Gentlemen : 

A few weeks since, after we had the pleasure of effecting 
the formation of an association of practitioners of our profession 
in this state, you requested me to deliver before you the opening 
address, and I immediately consented to do so. Upon reflection, 
however, I almost regretted that I had given my consent to 
make an attempt, for which my habits render me so little fitted; 
and I take this stand, in the fulfilment of the duty you have 
imposed upon me, with as keen a sense of the peculiar delicacy 
of my position, as any one present. To nearly all of you I am 
an entire stranger, and, in age and professional experience, am 
the junior of many whom I see before me ; in such circum- 
stances, is it possible for me to divest myself entirely of fear 
of the charge of presumption, in undertaking what I cannot but 
regard as an important duty. It has, indeed, seemed to me that 
this task should properly have been imposed upon an older and 
more experienced member of this society— one with whom you 
were more familiar, and in whose judgment you could have 
more confidence than it is possible you can have in mine. I 
should have been glad of a release from this engagement, did it 
not furnish me with an occasion to say some things which I am 
disposed to believe may have a useful tendency, And, since 
you have been pleased to select kue for the purpose, I sincerely 
hope, that what I am about to say may meet with your appro- 
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bation, and contribute, in some slight degree^ towards the more 
perfect accomplishment of the important objects which brought 
us together. 

Upon this occasion, many interesting topics present them- 
selves, to which, if time permitted, I would gladly give atten- 
tion ; but I shall be compelled to confine myself to those which 
seem of first importance. Of these, there are two which appear 
to me most appropriate, and which I shall endeavor to bring to 
your notice. If, in my presentation of them, you should not 
find any thing striking or useful, I will at least hope that they 
may direct your thoughts in a channel which will lead to some- 
thing useful. 

I will endeavor to engage your attention, then, with a dis- 
cussion of 

1st The object3 hoped to be gained by means of the association 
into which we have Just entered; and 

2dly. The ends which we should keep steadily in view^ in order 
to insure the permanent success of our efforts towards the accom- 
plishment of these objects. 

With regard to the objects of this association, it was my 
intention to have said little, as they seemed to me to be too 
obvious to require any effort to impress them upon you. But 
a remark which fell from a gentleman, between whom and my- 
self a few words of con versation passed relative to the subject, 
to the effect that he did not see any great good which could 
result from an association of this kind, has led me to belieye 
that there was not so general an appreciation of the benefits of 
association, as I had at first supposed, and has induced me to 
attempt to show how a society such as ours, constituted upon 
correct principles, and steadily supported, with right ends in 
view, must be of incalculable benefit to us all, and, what is of 
much mbre importance, tend greatly to increase our usefulness 
in the community. 

The dental profession, as a distinct profession, is just begin- 
ning to be recognized by the public. A' few years ago, it was 
very generally believed, by those who had any kind of confi- 
dence in the treatment of diseases of the teeth, that neither 
intelligence nor special education for the practice of dental sur- 
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gety was necessaiy ; all that was believed to be required, was 
a certain amount of mechanical ingenuity. Many, therefore, 
who found themselves unsuccessful in other employments, or 
conceived a notion that operating upon the teeth was more 
lucrative than any other vocation in which they could engage, 
as it required no outlay of time or money for preparation, called 
themselves dentists, and were received, countenanced and sus« 
tained as such, by the public. The consequence of this state 
of things was, that a number of unqualified persons, far greater 
than those who were competent to practice it, were introduced 
into the profession, and thus a great obstacle thrown in the way 
of its advancement. So great, indeed, and common were the 
injuries inflicted by this class of persons, that many, who were 
willing and anxious to believe that dental surgery had important 
resources, were compelled to come to the conclusion that the 
whole pretended science was an imposture, and that dentists 
always did more harm than good by their attentions to the teeth. 
At the time to which I am now alluding, there were very few, 
indeed, of the many engaged in it, who had any claims to a 
position in so important a profession, for the means of instruc- 
tion were scanty, and hard to be reached. Although a very few 
years brought about a considerable change in the character of 
the profession, and the community began to be convinced of its 
usefulness, it still remained open for all who thought proper to 
claim its privileges, and many improper persons continued to 
thrust themselves forward. To those who had labored hard 
and faithfully, to render themselves competent to perform the 
duties which their station imposed upon them, it was, naturally, 
a source of chagrin to witness the effects of the efforts of these 
charlatans, to be classed with them, and to share the disgrace 
which, through their agency, was brought upon their vocation. 
As this class was very large, and as there were no means of 
judging of the claims which many of those who presented 
themselves had to their respect, it was impossible that there 
could beany thing like free intercourse amongst those practising 
the profession — each was rendered suspicious of the other. In 
this way, it was quite natural that, in the endeavor to shun the 
improper, those who were worthy of all esteem should be over- 
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looked ; and thus has a spirit of the most chilling resenne 
grown upy which has extended itself throughout the profession, 
and, in a greater or less degree, affected all its members. Now, 
although we well know that a very large proportion of those, 
even at this late day, presenting themselves for public patronage 
as practitioners of dental surgery, are altogether unworthy of 
confidence, we know, too, that there are also amongst them 
many estimable men, wha are well qualified for the performance 
of the duties imposed upon them by their profession. 

But how are we, now, to distinguish between the worthy 
and the unworthy, if we have no common plan upon which we 
can meet and learn to know each other? And what better plan 
can we find,for this purpose, than that of an association, having 
objects in view of great interests to all concerned in it, which 
will induce us to meet regularly together, and place us upon a 
pleasant social relation towards each other. Indeed j I am fully 
convinced, from the little experience we have thus far had, that 
it is only necessary for the members of the dental profession, in 
this city and state, to know each other more intimately, to find 
that there are many filling its ranks, who are worthy of the 
highest respect and esteem. Who that was present at the open- 
ing of the convention, called for the purpose of organizing this 
association, could have failed to observe the great coldness which 
prevailed at the meeting, but which gradually passed away, and, 
as liberal sentiments began to be poured forth, finding a ready 
response from men whom we had been almost disposed to look 
upon as narrow-minded, and regardless of any thing but their 
own selfish interests, but who were looking up steadily and 
earnestly, as ourselves, to the elevation of the profession ; and 
the increase of its usefulness was replaced by a cheering warmth 
and a delightfiil sphere of good feeling. When we first met, we 
were all, or nearly all, strangers to each other; but we soon 
grew &aiiliar,and in faces which were unknown before, we now 
see familiar features, and feel that many of these acquaintances 
may soon become friends. If we have made such rapid pro- 
gress in the short intercourse we have had with each other, are 
we unwarrantable in behaving that, by means of this associa* 
tion, we may soon attain to a higher,, warmer and more eleva* 
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ting social professional intercourse with each other, than has ever 
yet existed among.us. And this has seemed to me to be one of 
the principal objectsof the Pennsylvania Association of Surgeon 
Dentists* 

And if we are to hope for so much pleasure and profit fW>m 
the improvement of our social relations towards each other, how 
much of incalculable value may we reasonably expect to gain 
firom a free interchange of views, with regard to subjects strictly 
professional in their character. You will all be ready to admit 
the great advantages to be derived from common observation, 
directed to any particular subject ; and it seems scarcely neces- 
sary to say any thing to establish what is so self-evident — ^it may 
be useful, however, for illustration, to show how common oh* 
servadons may be advantageously applied to our profession. 
For this purpose, I will for a little while direct your attention to 
an article which has, for a few jrears only, been used in the 
practice of dental surgery — in some cases very successfully, but 
in others, perhaps a majority, with injurious consequences. I 
allude, as you will perhaps already anticipate, to arsenic. 

This article, as you are all, of course, aware, is used for the 
purpose of lessening the pain generally attendant upon dental 
operations, and in particular cases to effect a purpose which has 
always been very desirable, but which it has, heretofore, been 
difficult, if not impossible to accomplish. By many distinguish- 
ed practitioners it has been pronounced, not only wholly useless 
for the purpose for which it is now extensively used, but positively 
injurious, and should be abandoned by every one who has at 
heart a desire to see his profession elevated, and wishes for the 
good of the community. With due deference to the opinion of 
these gentlemen, and the opinion of some of them, with regard 
to these subjects, I am not disposed to forget one entitled to the 
greatest degree of deference. I will take this occasion to state, 
that many who are rapidly and deservedly gaining a high rank 
in the profession, assert, positively, that very important results 
have followed the use of this article, in their hands. Amongst 
those who would, as yet, be very unwilling to lay aside what ap- 
pears to them to be in the highest degree useful,! do not hesitate 
to class myself, and, until I can be convinced by actual facts, firom 
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which I can draw satisfactory conclusions, why it must act in- 
juriously, I shall continue to use it. I do not, however, under- 
take to say that it may not exert an injurious influence — a jfew 
years ago I was convinced, from what I had observed of its effects, 
that it was a bad article, and had almost come to the conelusioa 
to lay it aside. But subsequent experience has given me reason 
to believe, that the injurious results which I observed to follow 
the use of arsenic, were owing to the improper manner in which 
I made use of it. I now feel satisfied that it may eventually 
become a most important addition to the means we already have 
in our power of alleviating pain, although I think that we shall, 
for a long time, find it necessary to watch, closely, its effects, to 
reach the most safe and proper method of using it 

But, admit that it is improper for this purpose — how are we, 
who use it, to be satisfied of the fact. The results, which have 
followed the use of it, in our hands, have been very beneficial, 
and the experience of others, without we have the fullest know- 
ledge of the particulars of the manner in which it was used, and 
the circumstances attendant upon the cases, cannot (especially 
when we must all be aware that observation of the effects of 
this article has been confined within very narrow limits) satisfy 
our minds. We must examine for ourselves. 

Now it may be in the power of every member of the profes- 
sion, to satisfy himself with regard to this and every other sub- 
ject connected with it, and to arrive at correct conclusions, by 
his own unassisted efforts. But you will readily admit that he 
is much more liable to fall into error. The article to which I 
am now alluding, is strongly in point, for, as has been the case 
in a great many instances, if the first few experiments be made 
imperfectly or improperly, the results may be so bad as to deter 
the practitioner from pushing forward his investigations or bring 
him to the conclusion that he has nothing to gain from the use 
of arsenic, and induce him to throw it aside altogether. 

Now, suppose the members of an association such as ours, 
were to determine to direct their attention to the investigation 
of this subject, and were to push their inquiriesafter a planupon 
which they were all agreed, and were to meet at regular inter- 
vals and compare their experience, giving a detailed aoeonnt of 
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their manner of using the preparation, with all the peculiar cir- 
cumstances attendant upon each case — the successes and fail- 
ures. It will be at once seen, that if any errors were committed, 
they would be more likely to be discovered and corrected than if 
one individual had gone on alone. If there were any merit at all 
in the article for this purpose, success would be sure to follow the 
efforts of some — the cause of this would be investigated, and 
those who failed would be enabled to ascertain their errors and 
correct them. 

Common observation directed to a particular subject, may be 
called concentrated experience, and although the ezpressioa 
may appear strange, it is, it seems to me, quite applicable. For 
illustration I will suppose that twenty practitioners had deter« 
mined to watch the effects of the use of any new remedy ; had 
agreed to adopt some particular plan of investigation, and to 
meet once a month, or oftener, ibr the purpose of comparing 
their experience and of discussing the results obtained. Sup- 
pose, in their practice, an equal number of cases to occur, and 
in one month we have almost the experience which a single 
practitioner would have gained in two entire years. 

But this rapid experience, of as much consequence as it is, is 
the least important matter to be considered here — we have bear- 
ing upon a single subject, minds of a variety of casts, each of 
which must take a peculiar view ; and the mere bringing of 
these views together, cannot fail to elicit something new and 
important. 

It may be said here, that all this would be accomplished by 
means of a well conducted journal, to which all might submit 
their views, and the results of their experiments. If this could 
be done, it may readily be granted, that it would answer a most 
excellent purpose ; but the objection that many — a great many 
— ^who would readily meet here, and on the spur of the occa^ 
sion, speak freely of what had come under their notice, from 
want of time, inclination or habit, could not be induced to pre* 
sent their views in this manner, is insurmountable. Besides, it 
could not at all compensate for the loss of the new ideas which 
are always elicited by the verbal discussion of any subject. 

A practice of this kind which will ferm a part of the {flan of 
VOL. VI. — 26 
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our association, will be the means, too, of inducing many to ob- 
serve closely, who were before in the habit of observing care- 
lessly, or, perhaps, not observing at all. It would, indeed, tend 
greatly to improve the habit in the most observant, for it could 
not fail to suggest ideas, to every one, which would increase 
his interest in his profession and widen the scope of his views. 

Besides the great advantages which would result from asso* 
elation, with regard to points of this character, no one could fail 
to improve in the practical details of his profession. There are 
no two persons, as you all well know, who operate precisely alike, 
and from each other we will all learn something, which will 
have a tendency to improve our peculiar method. It must not 
be supposed, either, by gentlemen who have taken great care, 
and devoted much attention to the cultivation of their profes- 
sion, that they are to give all, and gain nothing — from the hum- 
blest practitioner they may frequently learn what may ba of 
great advantage to them. For myself, I am free to say, that I 
have never witnessed the most imperfect attempts, without ob- 
serving some little thing which subsequently tended to enable 
me to operate more perfectly. 

Besides these, a great many other important uses which might 
be effected by means of an association, present themselves to 
my mind, and will, probably suggest themselves to yours — to 
one I will briefly allude. An effort made by a body of this 
character, will be much more effectual in ridding the profession 
of the crowd of impostors which now encumber it. There aro 
many ways, it is true, in which an individual may influence the 
public mind, to a considerable extent, and accomplish much good, 
but he will generally find himself unable to bring into operation 
any of those strong measures which, in some cases, (and the one 
before us seems to be peculiarly of that class,) are necessary for 
the suppression of injurious imposture. In a few years, if not 
at once, we may be able to bring legislative action to bear upon 
this matter, and so effectually curb, in the advances of such in- 
dividuals, as those to whom we have been alluding. 

And now, gentlemen, let me ask, if these are not objects worth 
striving to accomplish : the establishment of a warm and kindly 
social feeling amongst as, the furnishing of a medium throngh 
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which we may impart our views and compare our experience 
upon commonly interesting subjects ; by means of which we 
will improve in the practical details of our profession ; and, 
lastly, to be enabled to take effective measures for the purpose 
of removing from our shoulders, the obloquy of being classed as 
members of the same profession with the ignorant and dishon* 
est Will a society, enabling us to accomplish these objects, be 
useless? I do not know how gentlemen present may feel with 
regard to the subject, but it is a source of great satisfaction to me, 
to know, that in however humble a degree, 1 have been, in some 
measure, instrumental in effecting its formation. 

All that I have thus far said, has had reference to what we 
alone, as members of the dental profession, were to gain by 
means of this association. But it must be remembered, that in 
thus making ourselves more thoroughly acquainted with the 
principles, and skilled in the practice of our profession, we are 
rendering ourselves more useful to the community. Indeed, it 
is highly important, as I shall now attempt to show, that we 
should keep steadily in view a higher purpose than that of the 
mere advancement of our own selfish ends, in order that our 
eflforts may be crowned with permanent success ; and what 
higher object can we hope to attain, than by our united efforts 
to benefit the whole community. This will furnish us with a 
rule of action, without which, in many cases, it would be diffi- 
cult indeed to move, and will contribute more towards the estab 
lishment of harmony and good feeling amongst us than any 
thing else. 

I have said that our success in carrying out the objects of this 
association depends, in a great measure, upon the unselfishness 
of our ultimate ends, and although this may seem to some of 
you a strange position, I hope before 1 conclude, fully to estab- 
lish it. 

Reflect for a moment, if you please, upon the causes which 
have induced many to withhold themselves from us on this oc- 
casion. Why is it that they have refused to respond to our 
call 7 We have waited, and, as occasion offered, urged it upon 
those who might have been supposed to have most influence in 
matter^ and who, it might be believed, could conunand the 
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respect and co-operation of all the worthy members of the pro- 
fession, to make some movement in the matter, but in yain. 
Fully convinced that those who were older than ourselves would 
not be the first movers in the cause, a few of us who had long 
been satisfied of the importance, nay, the necessity, of the e^ 
tablishment of an association of dental surgeons, in this state, 
took the requisite preliminary steps for that purpose. In doing 
80, however, all concerned were extremely cautious (o do noth- 
ing which would have the appearance of desiring, presumptu- 
ously, to thrust themselves conspicuously forward. They en- 
deavored to show, in their efforts towards the accomplishment of 
this purpose, that their sole object was the formation of a society 
that they, and the community, might reap the advantages of as- 
sociation. They approached the older members of the profes- 
sion in the most respectful manner, and begged theni to come 
forward and aid them by their advice and influence. But they 
did not respond to the call. I will not attempt to say to you 
what I may suppose to be the natives which induced them to 
keep aloof— I will do nothing more than mention some of the 
reasons given by them for refusing to join in the movement, 
and leave you to draw your own inferences. Some said that 
they could not see how they were to be benefitted by joining a 
society, as they had, already, more practice than they could 
well attend to. Another would give his aid to no such move- 
ment, without all concerned were graduates in medicine; Oth- 
ers determined they would not associate themselves with those 
who charged less for their services than themselves, ki all the 
refusals to co-operate with us, as far as I have been able to 
learn, reasons, such as these, were given. 

And now let me ask, if those who were enjoying, at the hands 
of the community, a lucrative practice, had rightly considered 
their duty to the public, they would have refused to lend their 
aid to a movement which could not fail, ultimately, to benefit 
the whole community, because it did not promise to put more 
coin in their pockets 7 If those who considered a medical edu- 
cation necessary to constitute a competent dental surgeon, would 
not be better performing theiir duty towards the public, by assist- 
ing in a step which, in -a few years,: would make such education 



1846 ] Opening Address, by Robert Arthur. 206 

necessary to give the community confidetice in the ability of 
the candidate for practice ? And I would ask, again, if it would 
not have been better for those who refused to associate with us, 
because some concerned in the movement charged less for their 
services then themselves, if they supposed the objectionable 
individuals could not do well what they professed to do for so 
small a remuneration, for them to have joined in taking measures 
for so raising the standard of professional qualifications, that 
those engaged in the practice would find it absolutely necessary 
to perform their operations with so much care and labor, that 
they would be compelled, in order to make a livelihood, to in- 
crease their charge for their services. 

• I would willingly have avoided such allusions as these to any 
members of our profession, and should not have made the above 
remarks, except for the accomplishment of these two purposes : 
that some reason may be known, why, in this state, a move- 
ment has be6n made for the formation of a society of dental 
surgeons, by the younger members of the profession ; and, of 
shott^ing the danger to ourselves, now that we have entered 
into an association, of giving course to such feelings as seemed 
to have moved these gentlemen. 

And we shall find, as we go on, great and frequent necessity 
of sacrificing our own selfish desires for the good of the com* 
munity ; but, in so doing, we shall become wiser, better and 
happier men. 

But, as the time I had proposed to devote to this address is 
drawing to a close, and I cannot but feel that in extending it, 
although I felt great desire to do so, I should be taxing your 
patience too greatly, I shall only make some application of the 
principles I have advanced; 

Ourprofession,as a profession, is yet in its iRfancy,and it must 
be a long time before a majority of those engaged in its practice 
can have many claims to its rights and privileges. The means 
of dental education have, till within a few years past, been very 
limited, and many who have desfred to 'avail themselves of 
every facility for improvement, are ^ill, although practitioners, 
▼ery deficient in information with regard to the necessary theo- 
basis, and the pxacdcal details of their profession*, but are 
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still honestly endeavoring to qualify themselves to become fully- 
worthy to occupy their responsible position. With this class of 
dental practitioners, for some years to come, we shall often meet ; 
and what must be our rule of action towards them? It is quite 
natural that those who have, at great labor and expense, acquired 
a knowledge of their profession, should feel some chagrin at 
seeing themselves classed by the public with such persons, and 
be disposed to say, <<Sirs, you are attempting to practise an im- 
portant profession, about which you know nothing, and I will 
have no fellowship with you." 

This would be the natural prompting of a selfish spirit, and, 
if indulged in by members of our association, an application for 
membership, from such an individual, would be at once rejected. 
And now a proper appreciation of our duty to the community 
would tell us, that because we discountenanced these men, there 
are many unable to judge of their qualifications, who would 
employ them, and thereby sustain much injury; and that, 
instead of turning away from them, we should furnish them, as 
far as lies in our power, with the means of becoming useful 
members of society. There may be some of this character, who 
have been already admitted as members of this association, (as 
nearly all of us, as yet, remain ignorant of the qualifications of 
each other,) although I do not know it to be the case, nor 
pretend to think that all may not be as well or better qualified 
than myself; but if it is so, how necessary is it to our peace and 
harmony, that, in our intercourse with them, we should be 
influenced by more elevated feelings than those of mere self* 
aggrandizement 

It must not for a moment be supposed, that I am disposed to 
encourage the introduction into the profession of unqualified 
persons ; against this it is our bounden duty, as well to ourselves 
as to the community, to turn our faces. The means of proper 
education are now easily attainable, and every one who does 
not take advantage of them, before he ofiers himself to the pub- 
lic as a candidate for practice, should be discountenanced. I 
speak of those, only, who are already in the profession, and who 
show, by their conduct, that want of opportunity is all that has 
prevented them from being eminently qualified — ^who honestlyi 
as fiir as they know, endeavor to discharge their duties. 
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There is another class of practitioners, and it is a source of 
regret to me that it is so large, to\irards whom, if we perform our 
duty rigidly, it will be especially necessary to call in the aid of 
the sustaining principle I have been endeavoring to bring to your 
notice. I mean the class composed of those who wilfully impose 
upon public credulitiy, to the discredit of our profession, with 
which they are identified, and the great injury of the commu- 
nity. Towards such we must pursue no medium course. Every 
means, consistent with honor and justice, must be used to place 
them in their true light before the public. This is a duty — an 
unpleasant duty it is true, but from it we must not shrink — and 
to enable us to accomplish this work fully, it is not difficult to 
see how necessary it is to keep in view the public good. It is 
possible, indeed we cannot hope to escape the duty, that we 
shall be called upon to canvass freely the claims of many such 
to the distinctions of our body. Let no one shrink from furnish- 
ing evidence, when it is in his power to do so, which will ena- 
ble us to detect imposition, and, as far as it is in our power, to 
discourage it 

How gladly would I say more — ^how sincerely have I wished 
for the powers of eloquence to have placed these subjects before 
you in the light they deserve. But what I have already said 
may suggest more than any length of time I might occupy would 
enable me to present to you. I have already occupied much of 
your time, and, with a few words more, will close. 

We are, most of us, young — life is before us — we have enter- 
ed our profession at a most favorable period — the means of rapid 
improvement are within our reach. Let us not fidl to take 
advantage of them. Those who have preceded us have done 
much lor the advancement of the profession. Let us do 
more— and we may be able to accomplish more, because our 
efforts are made in unison. And, gentlemen, let us never forget 
that our profession is one in which not only the comfort, but 
the health of the community is involved ; and, above all, in our 
efforts to elevate the standard of our profession, let us keep con- 
stantly in mind, that the true way of gaining the respect and 
esteem of the community, is to render ourselves eminently 
useful to it* 
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ARTICLE III. 

Transactions of ^^The Pennsylvania Association of Surgeon 
DentistSy^^ held in the City of Philadelphia, December 15tb, 
1845. 

In accordance with a call signed by a number of practicing 
dentists, resident in Pennsylvania, a convention, composed of 
members of the profession, was held in Philadelphia, December 
15th, 1845, for the purpose of taking the requisite steps for the 
formation of a State Dental Association. 

On motion of Dr. J. D. White, Dr. Eli Parry, of Lancaster, 
was called to preside over the Convention, and J. M. Harris, of 
Philadelphia, was appointed Secretary. 

After the Convention was called to order, the list of the 
names of those individuals, to whom the circulars, calling the 
Convention, had been addressed, was read by the Secretary, 
when the following gentlemen were found to be present: — Dr. 
Eli Parry, Lancaster^ Dr. G. A. Planton, C. C. Williams, Dr. R. 
Arthur, J. M. Harris, Stephen T. Beale, S. Stockton White, Wm. 

D. White, P. Reinstein, J. D. Moore, Mr. Ingram, Poster, 

Jr., A. R. Johnson, Dr. J. D. While, Thomas Wardle, E. M. 
Neal, H. M. Porter, A. M. Asay, T. W. Evans, Sam*l L. Mentzer, 
James O'Neil, S. I. Dickey, T. L Buckingham, W. J. Mullen. 
By Proxy : Dr. J. Locke, Belief onte^ S. Robert Dickson, Schuyl- 
kiUhaven, Charles H. Dressier, James Parry, Lancaster. 

Upon a call from the chair, written communications to the 
Convention from the following gentlemen were received and or- 
dered to be filed : Dr. J. Locke, of Bellefonte ; S. Robert Dick- • 
son, Schuylkillhaven ; Charles H. Bressler, Bellefonte, James 
Parry, Lancaster. 

The rules and order of business of the Lancaster City and 
County Medical Society were then adopted for the government 
of the Convention in its deliberations. 

It was then, on motion of Dr. J. D. White, 

Resolved^ That, in the opinion of this Convention, the time 
has arrived, when it is expedient to organize an association of 



1846.] Pennsylvania Association of Surgeon Dentists. 209 

dental surgeons, in this State, for the purpose of cultivating the 
science of dental surgery, and of elevating and sustaining the 
character of the profession. 

On niotion.of J. D. Moore, a committee of five was then ap- 
pointed to draft a constitution, for the organization of the pro- 
posed society. The committee consisted of the following gen- 
tlemen :— Dr. J. D. White, Dr. G. A. Planton, W. J. Mullen, 
C. C. Williams and Stephen T. Beale. 

After a short absence the committee returned and reported to 
the convention a preamble and constitution, which, after some 
trifling amendments, were adopted, as follows : 

PRE AMBLE • 

Whereas, we, the undersigned dental surgeons of the state 
of Pennsylvania, have agreed to associate durselves for the pur- 
pose of promoting the honor, character, and iuteresta of the den- 
tal profession, so far as they are consistent with morality, and 
the general good of mankind ; and whereas, we are desirous of 
acquiring the rights and immunities of a body politic and cor- 
porate, for the furtherance of this honorable and legal purpose. 

Now, therefore, we do hereby associate ourselves, under the • 
following Constitution, for the purposes therein set forth : 

CONSTITUTION. 

ARTICLE I.— or tfieJVlMiw. 

This Society shall be known by the name, style and title, of 
the Pennsylvania Association of Dental Surgeons. 

ARTICLE 11.^ Cf the- ObjtetM, 
The objects of this society shall be : to cultivate the science 
of dentistry, and all its collateral branches, to elevate and sus- 
tain the professional character of dentists, and to promote 
amongst them mutual improvement, social intercourse and good 
feeling. 

A RTICLE III — Of the Ogieen. 

The officers of this society ffhall consist of a President, two 
Vice-presidents, a Recording and a Corresponding Secretary, 
an Examining Committee, a Treasurer, and such other officers 
TOL. ri. — 27 
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as shall be designated by the by-laws, which officers shall be 
chosen annually from among the members of the society. 

ARTICLE IV.— Of Us Powers 

This society shall have power to make, have and use one 
common seal, with such device and inscription as it shall think 
proper : the same to break, alter and renew at its pleasure ; and 
it shall have power and authority to make rules, by-laws and 
ordinances for its regulation, and to do every other act and 
thing needful for the government and support of the affairs of 
the said society, provided, always, that the said rules, by-laws 
and ordinances, or any of them, be not repugnant to this con- 
stitution ; the constitution of the United States, or to the con- 
stitution and laws of this commonwealth. 

ARTICLE V*— or CertificattB. 

This society shall have power to grant to members and hon- 
orary members, in the manner and form prescribed by the by- 
laws, such certificate, under its common seal, as may authenti- 
cate and perpetuate the memory of such membership. 

ARTICLE VI. 

In case a dissolution of the society shall at any time be pro- 
posed, a meeting shall be called, specially, for that purpose, and 
the consent of three>fburths of the members present shall be 
required to effect it. Should the society be thus dissolved by 
its own act, the property belonging to it shall be sold by order 
of the President, or any three members, who shall first obtain 
authority from a majority of the surviving members. The pro- 
ceeds of such sale shall be equally divided among said survivors. 

ARTICLE VIL 
This constitution may be altered and amended with the con- 
sent of two-thirds of the members present ; the proposition stat- 
ing the amendment, in writing, to be submitted by five mem- 
bers at one stated meeting and lie over until another stated 
meeting. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

The time and manner of holding meetings shall be regulated 
bj the by-laws. 
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ARTICLE IX. 
No misnomer of the said corporatiou shall defeat or annul 
any gift, grant, devise, or bequest, to, or from, the said corpora- 
tion ; provided the interest of the parties shall suflSciently appear 
on the &ce of the gift, grant, or other writing, whereby any es- 
tate or other interest was intended to pass to or from the said 
corporation. 

On motion of J. M. Harris, the convention went into election 
for President of the proposed association, which resulted in the 
choice, for one year, of Dr. G. A. Planton. 

It was here suggested, that, as it was possible that some who 
desired to take part in the proceedings of the convention, might 
have been unavoidably detained from the morning session, it 
would, perhaps, be more seemly, and prevent cavil, to adjourn 
till three o'clock, before entering upon the election of the rest 
of the officers, so as to allow any so disposed, who were not 
then present, to come forward. 

Dr. Planton here rose, and said that he would greatly prefer 
that his election, as President of the Association, should be re- 
considered, as he saw the propriety of the present adjournment. 
The convention, however, would not agree to reconsider his 
election. 

The convention then adjourned, to meet at three o'clock, P. M. 

December \5ih, 1845, 3 o^doek, P. M. 

Convention called to order by the Chairman. 

Minutes of the morning session read and adopted. 

The election of officers was then resumed, and continued till 
it resulted in the choice of the following gentlemen, to act in 
their different capacities for one year : 

DR. ELI PARRY, Ut Viee-prendeni. 
STEPHEN T. BEALE, 2d Vke-prendeni. 
C. C. WILLIAMS, Recording Secretary. 
DR. R. ARTHUR, Corresponding Secretary. 
F. REINSTEIN, Treasurer. 

It was then suggested, that, as the Examining Committee 
was one of such great importance to the Association, it would 
be more advisable to defer balloting for the purpose of filling it, 
until the Association was fully formed, which was agreed to. 
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It was then, on motion of Dr. J. D. White, 

Resohedy That the members of the society now forming, be 
elected from this convention, individually, by ballot; that the 
candidate be required to absent himself from the room whilst 
the election is in progress ; and that two-thirds of the whole 
number of votes be necessary to an election.^ 

Whereupon the balloting took place, and resulted in the 
election of the following gentlemen: 

James M. Harris, Wm. R. White, J. S. White, J. D. Moore, 
A. R. Jotinson, Dr. J. D. White, Thomas Wardle, E. M. Neal, 
H. S. Porter, A. M. Asay, T. W. Evans, Samuel L. Mintzer, 
T. L. Buckingham, W. I. Mullen, James O'Neal, S. J. Dickey, 
W. H. Clark, C. L. Munns, Charles Moore, James O. Ely, 
Philadelphia ; Dr. James Locke, Charles H. Bressler, BeUefonte ; 
James Parry, Lancaster ; S. Roberts Dickson, SchuylkiUhaven* 

The duties of the convention having terminated, it then ad- 
journed, sine die. 

The President elect of the Association was then conducted 
to the chair, and the duties of Recording Secretary assumed by 
C. C. Williams, Secretary elect. 

The Association was then called to order by the President, 
who made some remarks appropriate to the occasion, and was 
followed by several other gentlemen, upon' topics of interest to 
the Association. 

On motion of J. M. Harris, a committee was appointed, for the 
purpose of drafting a code of By-laws, for the government of the 
Association; it was composed of the following gentlemen: 
}. M. Harris, Dr. Eli Parry, and Dr. J. D. White. 

The committee, after a short absence from the room, reported 
a code of By-laws, which were read ; after which the Associa- 
tion adjourned till Tuesday, 16th Dec, 10 o'clock, A. M. 

Tueiday, Dee. iOth, 10 o*eloek, A. M. 

Adjourned meeting of the Association. The President in the 
chair. The Association called to order. 

Minutes of the afternoon session of the convention, and those 
of the first session of the Association were read and adopted. 

On motion of Dr. Eli Parry, who vouched for his qualifica- 
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tions, moral standing, &c. J^mes O. Ely was duly elected a 
member of the Association. 

The by-laws were then re-read, each article considered sepa- 
rately, amended, and adopted as follows : 

BYLAWS. 

ARTICLE L-^Qftke President. 

The President shall preside at all meetings, keep order, state 
and put questions, regulate debates, and sign all orders on the 
Treasurer, duly passed by the society. He shall have power 
to call meetings, at his own discretion ; and it shall be his duty 
to call them when requested, in writing, by five members of the 
society. In the call for a special meeting, he shall state its ob- 
jects ; and at the meeting, he shall not allow any other business 
to be transacted. He shall not discuss any question, while in 
the chair, unless it be a question of order. He shall have no 
vote, except where his vote may be necessary to decide a ques- 
tion, upon a call for the yeas and nays, or upon a ballot 

ARTICLE n.^Cf the Vice president. 

One of the Vice-presidents, in the absence of the President, 
shall assume all the duties of that officer, and, in the absence 
of all these officers, a chairman pro tem, shall be appointed viva 
voce. 

ARTICLE III.— Q^ the Recording Secretary. 

The Recording Secretary shall keep accurate minutes of the 
proceedings of the society, and, after their approval, record them 
in a book provided for that purpose. He shall call the roll, read 
documents and attest all bills signed by the President. He shall 
keep a list of the members and honorary members on which he 
shall note the date of the election, and place of residence of 
each, the time of death, resignation or loss of membership. He 
shall receive and preserve all books and papers belonging to the 
society, not appertaining to the duties of other officers, and pro* 
vide certificates of membership. He shall cause all by-laws, 
actually in fi>rce, to be inserted in a book, provided for that pur« 
pose, which shall be accessible to members, at every meeting of 
the society, and he shall perform such other duties as usually 
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appertain to his office. He shall give notice of meetings, as di- 
rected by the President, or the society, and furnish the chair- 
man of committees with copies of the minutes of their appoint- 
ment When absent he shall send the minute book to the meet- 
ing, and a secretary, pro tern., shall be appointed viva voce. 

He shall deliver up to his successor all books and papers, be- 
longing to the society, which may be in his hands. 

ARTICLE IV.— Q^ the Cwre^mding Seereiary. 
The Corresponding Secretary shall give notice to all officers 
and members of their election, and manage all matters of corres- 
pondence, unless otherwise ordered by the society. He shall 
copy, into a book, provided for that purpose, all letters which he 
may write, officially, and keep a regular and uniform file of all 
those which he receives, and report at each stated meeting. He 
shall deliver up to his successor the books and papers belong- 
ing to the society. 

ARTICLE V.—Cy^ihe Treasurer. 
The Treasurer shall collect and receive all the monies due the 
society, and pay all orders, properly signed and attested, and 
these orders shall be his vouchers for his expenditures. He 
shall present a balanced account annually, at the stated meeting 
in October, and whenever called upon by the society; and shall 
deliver up to his successor all the books, papers, and funds, in 
his hands, belonging to the society, and give satisfactory secu- 
rity for the faithful performance of said duties. 

ARTICLE YL^Of Members. 

This society shall consist of active and honorary members. 

ARTICLE Vll.—Cf Membership and Examining Committee. 

Any person, applying for membership, shall be twenty-one 
years of age, of good moral character, and have received a lib- 
eral English education. Such candidate shall apply, in writing, 
to the chairman of the Examining Committee, who shall have 
power to call the committee together, at such time and place as 
may suit the convenience of the parties, when the candidate 
shall submit to an examination by said committee, on the fol- 
lowing branches of science : viz. Surgical and Mechanical Den* 
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tistry. General Anatomy, and Special Dental Anatomy, Physiol- 
ogy and Dental Pathology, Dental Therapeutics and Materia 
Medica, Theoretical Chemistry and Dental Hygiene. And if 
his qualifications, upon such examination, be satisfactory to a 
majority of said committee, they shall propose him to the society 
as worthy of membership, which proposition shall lie over till 
the next stated meeting, at which he shall be balloted for ; two- 
thirds of all the votes given shall be necessary for his election. 
Those who have received diplomas, or certificates, from a res- 
pectable dental college or association (recognized as such by 
this society,) may be admitted to membership without an exam- 
ination. No person elected shall have membership until he 
shall have paid his initiation fee, and subscribed to the consti- 
tution, and if he should omit the payment and signing above 
mentioned, for one year, his election shall be void. 

ARTICLE VIIL-^QTjDum. 
The initiation fee, for members, shall be ten dollars^ payable 
at or before the signing of the constitution. The annual con- 
tribution shall be two dollars^ payable at the annual stated meet- 
ing. Any member who shall neglect to pay his annual contri- 
bution, two successive years, shall forfeit his membership. 

ARTICLE IX.— QT Honorary Membtn. 

Any gentleman, of good moral character, who has distinguish- 
ed himself by any useful dental publication, on important 
improvement or discovery in science, shall be considered eli- 
gible for honorary membership. Nominations for such mem- 
bership may 1>e made in writing, by any two members of the 
society, stating the claims of said nominee, to such distinction, 
after which he may be balloted for ; two-thirds of all the votes 
given shall be necessary for election. 

ARTICLE X.— Prtvt/«^ei of Mtmhen, 

Each member shall be entitled to debate, and vote on all 
questions agitated in the society, and be eligible to any office in 
the gift of the society. Each honorary member shall be entitled 
to a seat in all meetings of the society, and have the privilege of 
debating all questions not involving pecuniary expenditure. 
Every member and honorary member, shall be entitled to re- 
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ceive a certificate, according to the annexed form, having the 
seal of the society affixed thereto, and signed by the officers of 
the Association. 

Form tf Certificaie, 

The Pennsylvania Association of Dental Sui^eons, instituted 
for the improvement of dental science, the promotion of social 
intercourse among dental practitioners, for supporting the char* 
acterof the dental profession, reposing confidence in the knowU 

edge, skill and integrity of A B have associated him 

as member thereof. 

In witness whereof, we have unto annexed the names of the 

proper officers, and the seal of the corporation, this day 

of 

ARTICLE XL 

The above certificate shall be the property of the society, to 
be returned on the expulsion of a member, or honorary mem- 
ber, and in case of failure to return the certificate after due no- 
tice, he shall be subject to public exposure by the society. 

ARTICLE XIL 

The resignation of no member shall be accepted until he shall 
have discharged all his dues to the society. 

ARTICLE Xlll.-'Of Expvkum. 
Any member, or honorary member, may be impeached by 
three members, for contravening the laws of this society, for 
malpractice, or other gross misconduct. * The member so im* 
peached shall have transmitted to him a written copy of the 
impeachment, with notice of the time of hearing, before a 
committee, appointed for that purpose, which time shall not be 
less than one month after the member shall have received said 
notice ; then, if the report of said committee sustain the im- 
peachment, the society, at a stated meeting, may, by ballot, sus- 
pend, or expel, said member by a vote of two-thirds of all the 
votes given. After a member, or honorary member, has been 
expelled, professional intercourse, between him and the rest of 
the members, shall cease. 

ARTICLE XIV.— 0/Jtfee«mg«. 

Sec. 1. Five active members shall be necessary to eonstitote 
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a quoram, for the transacting of any business at a meeting of 
the Society. 

jSSbc. 2. This society shall hold four stated meetings, annu- 
ally, at such place as the society may from time to time direct, 
and in the/oUowing order, viz. first stated annual meeting on 
the first Tuesday in October; second stated meeting on the 
second Tuesday in December ; third stated meeting on the third 
Tuesday in February ; and the fourth stated meeting on the 
third Tuesday in April. 

ARTICLE XV.— (y Meetings and Rule$ of Order. 

Sec. 1. At stated meetings, the following shall be the order of 
business; the roll shall be called, and dues collected. 

2d. The minutes of the preceding meeting shall be read, for 
approval or correction. 

3d. Officers and committees shall report 

4th. Stated business of the meeting. 

6th. Unfinished and deferred business. 

6th. Election of members. 

7th. Election of officers. 

8th. Nominations for membership. 

9th. New business. 

10th. Communications in writing from those having no mem- 
bership. 
- llth. Oral communications from those having no membership. 

12th. Observations thereon. 

13th. Written communications from those having member- 
ship. 

14th. Oral communications from those having membership. 

15th. Observations thereon. 

Sec. 2. No question shall be considered open for discussion, 
except when brought forward by motion, duly made and sec- 
onded, and then distinctly stated by the presiding officer. The 
names of the mover and seconder of each motion to be entered 
on the minutes. 

Sec. 3. When an individual speaks, he shall stand up, address 
himself to the presiding officer, and confine, himself strictly to 
the question under consideration* 
VOL. VI, — 28 
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Sec. 4. No person shall be interrupted, whilst speaking, ex- 
cept by a call to order. 

Sec. 5. The presiding officer shall decide all calls to order 
unless an appeal be made to the society ; the vote upon which 
shall be taken without debate. 

Sec. 6. No person shall be allowed to speak more than twice 
upon the same question, without previously asking, and obtain- 
ing, leave from the members present. 

Sec. 7. Whilst any question is under consideration, no motion 
shall be received, excepting to divide the question, to amend, to 
postpone, to refer to a committee, or to adjourn. 

Sec. 8. Motions for a division of the question, for its postpone- 
ment, or reference to a committee, and for adjournment, shall be 
always determined without debate. 

Sec. 9. A motion to adjourn shall take precedence of all oth- 
ers ; a motion for postponement shall preclude commitment ; 
that for commitment shall preclude amendment, or a decision 
on the original question. 

Sec. 10. The mover, with the consent of the seconder, may 
withdraw any motion, previously to its amendment, commit- 
ment, or to the question upon its final passage, being put by the 
presiding officer. 

Sec. 11. No question shall be reconsidered, excepting on the 
motion of two persons, who voted in the majority, submitted at 
the meeting at which the same was discussed. 

Sec. 12. A motion that has been negatived, cannot be again 
brought forward at the same meeting, excepting on a motion to 
reconsider. 

Sec. 13. When a blank is to be filled, the question shall be 
first taken on the largest sum, greatest number and remotest 
period. 

Sec. 14. Two members may demand the yeas and nays on 
any question which is not required to be decided by ballot, and 
have them entered upon the minutes. The presiding officer, in 
such cases, shall always vote last. 

Sec. 15. The students of members, and associates, shall be 
admitted to the sittings of the society, on producing a certificate 
firom their preceptors. 
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Sec. 16. A stranger may be introduced by any member to the 
sittings of the society, by the consent of the President, and join 
in discussions by a vote of the majority. 

ARTICLE XYL^Of CommUteet. 

Special committees shall be appointed in the following man- 
ner, excepting when otherwise ordered by a special vote of the 
society. The presiding officer shall nominate one member, who 
shall act as chairman of the committee ; the member so nomi- 
nated shall name a second, the second a third, and so on until 
the number of the committee is completed. The reports of all 
committees shall be made, in writing, and entered at length 
upon the minutes, unless when otherwise ordered by the society. 

ARTICLE XYlL^JlwardM tf Meni. 

This society may award premiums to members, and others, 
for dissertations on subjects that may at any time be specified 
by the society at a stated meeting ; ajso, for important improve- 
ments in mechanical dentistry and the manufacture of incor- 
ruptible teeth ; and also for any suitable object The question 
of preference, in all cases where more than one party is con- 
cerned, to be determined by the judgment of a special commit- 
tee, appointed for that purpose. The unsuccessful article shall 
be at the disposal of the author or owner. 

ARTICLE XVIIL 
It shall be the duty of the society, at each stated meeting, to 
appoint at least two members to prepare dissertations upon some 
subject, (at the option of the members so appointed,) relative to 
the profession of dental surgery, to be read at the stated meet- 
ing ; which when read, if upon a scientific or practical subject, 
shall be in order for discussion, under the usual parliamentary 
rules, which shall be determined by the President. 

ARTICLE XIX. 
Any member of this society who shall extol his own peculiar 
merits over those of a fellow practitioner, through the public 
prints, or make use of any secret nostrum or any patent instru- 
ment, or mode of practice whatever, which he is unwilling to 
communicate to the members of the profession, (recognized as 
such by this society,) shall be expelled. 
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ARTICLE XX. 
No member of this society shall take a student for a less time 
than two years, unless he shall have studied dentistry with 
some other respectable practitioner, so as to make his time of 
pupilage equal to two years. 

ARTICLE XXI. 

■ 

A member violating any of the rules and regulations^ of the 
constitution and by-laws of this society shall be liable to im- 
peachment. 

Association adjourned till 4 o'clock, P. M. 

Four o^ehek, P. M. 

Association called to order by the President 

Minutes of the morning session read and adopted. 

Books required by the Association were ordered to be procured 
by the Recording Secretary. 

On motion of * Dr. J< D. White, the election for Examining 
Committee then took place, which resulted in the choice, for 
one year, of the following gentlemen : 

Dr. J. D. Whitk^ Chairmtm, 
' J. M. Harris, Dr. R. ARXfLJSR, 

Dr. Eli PARgT, Strphrr T. Bralr. 

A committee, consisting of Dr. Eli Parry, Dr. G. A. Planton, 
and W. J. Mullen, was then appointed, for the purpose of pro- 
curing a seal and certificate plate, and was required to report 
such devices for the seal as. might seem to them most Appropri- 
ate, at the next stated meeting -of the Association. 

. The proceedings of the convention and Association were the.n 
ordered to be printed, in one daily and one weekly paper of the 
city of Philadelphia* Dr. R. Arthur, Dr. J. D. White, and 
C. C. Williams were appointed a publishing committee. 

On motion of Dr. Eli Parry, seconded by Dr. J. .D. White, 
Professor Chapin A. Harris, of Baltimore, and Dr. Daniel tlar- 
rington, of Philadelphia, were .unanimously elected honorary 
members of the Association. 

On motion of Dr. Parry , it was then 

Reatdvedf That Dr. Arthur be requested ta deliver an opening 
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address before the Association, at such time as may suit his 
convenience, and that, at such time, the President call a special 
meeting for the purpose, to attend which, the public shall be 
invited. 

The Association then adjourned. 

Jan*y 20lhs 1-846. — Lecture Room of the PhUada, Mtuetan. 

The Association met specially, in accordance with a call from 
the President, by whom it was called to order. 

The President then rose, and stated that Dr. Arthur having 
called on him, and informed him that he was prepared to deliver, 
before the Association, the opening address, and that the special 
meeting was called for the purpose. 

. Whereupon Dr. Arthur rose and addressed the meeting. 

After the conclusion of the address, it was Resolved^ on motion 

r 

of J. M. Harris, that the address be recorded upon the minutes 
of the Association. 

Then, on motion of J. D. White, a committee was appointed 
to wait on Dr. Arthur, for- the purpose of requesting him to fur- 
nish a copy of his address for publication ; the committee con- 
sisted of Dr. J. D. White, J. M. Harris, and F. Reinstein. 

The Association then adjourned. 



ARTICLE IV. 

An Essay on the Origin^ Development^ and Eruption of the 
Teeth. Read before the Medical Society of the county of 
Scott, Ky. in September, 1845, hyC. O. Cone, D. D. S., Fel- 
low of the American Society of Dental Surgeons, &c.. (Pub- 
lished by requiest.) 

• * , • 

Mr.Fruidmtimidihtdlemm 

qfiheSeoii Co. Jdedicid Society: 

In compliance with the requirements of the ^<by-Iaws of the 
society/' I bawprepai^d the following dissertation. 
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1 shall not occupy the time of the meeting with a long intro- 
ductory apology, as such apologies are usually recognized less 
for their sincerity than feigned modesty ; and, therefore, after 
remarking that my hand is better trained to the exercise of my 
instruments than my pen, and perhaps my pen is more skilful 
in forming prescriptions than beautiful arranged sentences, I 
throw myself upon the forbearance and charity of the members 
of this association. 

President Edwards once observed, in substance, that most of 
the great revolutions that have been accomplished, either in the 
civil, political, religious, or scientific world, were generated by 
zeal and perseverance. And we have, for an illustration of this 
fact, the names and history of Columbus. We see him rising 
from an examination of the Austry charts of his ancestors ; 
then, after innumerable trials and disappointments, landing 
upon the shores of the western world; of Napoleon, humbly is- 
suing from the military school of France, but soon we see his 
zeal and perseverance rewarded by an imperial crown, and 
shouts of approbation which caused the whole of Europe to fear; 
of John Wesley, in founding that numerous religious sect, known 
as the Methodists ; of John Hunter, who we find in London at 
the age of twenty, a "green'' Scotch youth, with barely suffi- 
cient education to fit him for the ordinary duties of life, be- 
coming "the best practical anatomist of the age," and leaving a 
reputation which shall stand as a monument to his name, as 
long as his favorite science is known. But, gentlemen, not- 
withstanding these strong illustrations of the above observation, 
I hope that all the members of this society will be actuated by 
that zeal and perseverance, which shall make the history and 
doings of this association when reviewed, an additional, but a 
stronger illustration of President Edwards' remark. 

There is no profession, so likely to bring before all its mem- 
bers, the organization and preservation of man, as the one which 
the gentlemen, who I now have the honor to address, belongs. 
A subject full of interest and rich in instruction, and while it 
directs our attention and thoughts to the Creator of all things, 
it is calculated to cause us to contemplate with surprise and 
joyi the perfection of our organization. Man consists of differ- 
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ent organs, and these distinct organs have different purposes or 
offices to perform, and each, a distinct history of its organiza- 
tion, development and perfection. 

It is to that portion of the human frame called the teeth, that 
I would ask your attention, and to that part of their history 
which relates to their origin and development ; and it is to the 
process of their eruption, that I would invite your special con- 
sideration. 

Mr. Paget observes, that in no organs have the results of re- 
cent microscopic researches been so unexpected and so brilliant, 
as those connected with the teeth.* The principal originality 
which the author of this paper claims, is the collecting of the 
facts connected with these and other researches, and condens- 
ing and bringing them to that arrangement which he presents 
you. 

It will be necessary for the proper consideration of the erup- 
tion of the teeth, to give an introductory history of the origin 
and development of the teeth, up to the period when eruption 
commences. 

Most of the published views of the origin and development of 
the teeth, up to the days of John Hunter, were erroneous, and 
some supremely ridiculous. Although Mr. Hunter gives a more 
correct description of the formation, progress and development 
of the teeth, and their arrangement in the jaw, than any pre- 
vious writer, still he was very incorrect in many of his opinions, 
and his examination into the early development of these organs 
very unsatisfactory.! The next writer upon this subject, who 
would demand our special attention, is Thomas Bell, an able 
and highly accomplished writer, who published his very popu- 
lar work upon the teeth in 1830, in which he describes, with 
great care and precision, his investigations relative to the origin 
and development of these organs. I will not now take time to 
explain his opinions ; but suffice it to say, that mistake and 
error did attend his labors, which will be made apparent by the 
following epitome, (relying upon their correctness,) of the re- 

* British and Foreign Medical Review, July, 1842. 

t Harris' Principles and Practice of Dental Suigery, Phila. 1845. 
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searches of Mr. Goodsir, which are described at length, in the 
Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal, for January, 1839. 

Mr. Goodsir's researches commenced at six weeks after con- 
ception ; the embryo measured in length seven and a half lines, 
and weighed fifteen grains. 

At this period, (six weeks after conception,) the jaw presented 
two semicircles folded around its circumference ; the most ex- 
ternal represented the true lip, the internal, the palate, and be- 
tween these is a deep groove, lined by the mucous membrane 
of the month. A little later, a ridge is developed from the bot- 
tom of the groove, which looks forward, this is the rudiment of 
the external alveolus. At the seventh week, the germ of the 
first molar makes its appearance, in the aspect of a "simple, free, 
granular papilla" of the mucous membrane, which before was 
said to cover the floor of the primitive dental groove. At the 
eighth week, the papilla of the canine or cuspidatus tooth makes 
its appearanc, and, at the ninth week, the papillae of the four 
incisors are seen, the two central preceding the two lateral a 
little; and, at the tenth week, all of the papillae of the whole of 
the deciduous teeth of the upper jaw are quite distinct The 
germs of the teeth in the inferior maxillary are a little more 
tardy in their appearance. The papilla of the first inferior molar 
does not appear to be any thing more than a slight bulge, at the 
seventh week. At about the eighth week, the primitive dental 
groove becomes contracted before and behind, and laminae of 
mucous membrane are developed around other papillae, which 
increase in growth, and enclose the papillae in follicles with open 
mouths. The follicle of the first molar is completed at about 
the tenth week, and soon follows the completion of the folli- 
cle of the canine. At and during the eleventh [and twelfth 
weeks, the follicles of the incisors are completed ; and, at the 
thirteenth week, follows the posterior molar in its completion. 

At about the thirteenth week, the papillae change their forms, 
and assume .the shapes of the teeth which they are to represent. 
The follicles, at the same time, have developed from their mouths 
small membranous processes, which act as an operculum. 
The opercular to each follicle corresponds to t^ prominences 
of the teeth ; the incisors h^ve two, the bicuspides three, and 
the molars five or more, according to their number of tubercles. 
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The deep portion of the groove being thns closed, as above 
described, by the opercula, the most elevated portion, or that 
nearest to the gum, is left open, and this Mr. Gk>odsir has named 
the secondary dental groove, as it serves for the development of 
all the permanent teeth except the molars. 

At the fourteenth week, laminated inflections of mucous 
membrane are developed from the closing deciduous dental 
follicles; these lunated inflections of mucous membrane are 
to be the cavities of reserve for all the permanent incisors, cus* 
pidati and bicuspides ; and as the secondary dental groove is 
closed, they are formed into closed cavities of reserve, and recede 
from the surface of the gum, and lie on the inner side, and 
nearly in contact with the dental sacs of the deciduous teeth. 

At about the fifth month, the anterior of these cavities of re- 
serve dilates at the base, and a papilla is seen projecting into the 
fundus ; these are the rudiments of the germs of the permanent 
teeth ; at the same time, two small folds are produced at the su- 
perior extremity, which are to act as opercula, in converting 
the follicles into sacs. 

At the fifth month, the posterior part of the primitive groove, 
behind the last deciduous tooth, is open ; but, during the fifth 
month, it has developed within it the papilla and follicle of the 
first permanent molar. When this follicle becomes contracted 
by its operculum, there is found a large cavity of reserve, lying 
in contact with the dental sac on one side, and with the gum 
by its superficial surface. At this period, the deciduous teeth 
and the sacs of the ten permanent teeth increase so much in size, 
and there not being a proportionate lengthening of the jaw, the 
permanent molar is forced up and back into the maxillary tybe- 
rosity or coronoid process, which situation they occupy at the 
eighth and ninth month of foetal existence. 

At the age of seven or eight months, the infant jaws have so far 
lengthened, that the first molar has returned firom its forced posi- 
tion in the maxillary tiAerosity^ox the coronoid processjio its pro- 
per position in the dental arch. The cavity of reserve, which had 
previously been elongated by the upward movement of the first 
permanent molar, now expands, and assumes the cavity and 
situation which the tooth last mentioned occupied when in the 
VOL. VI.— 29 
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tuberosity or conmoid process. A papilla is formed £rom its 1>ase» 
and the cavity becomes coils tricted at its superior extremitf, 
and the dental sac of the second molar is ibnned, still leaving a 
pan or portion of the cavity in connection with the superior side 
of the sac. As the jaw lengthens, the second permanent molar 
descends from its elevated position into the dental range, fol- 
lowing the course of the first permanent niolar. 

The remaining j)art of the cavity of reserve, which was left 
upon the contraction of the cavity of reselrve in forming the sac 
of the second permanent molar, has already been lengthened 
backward, by the ascending, of the secohd permanent nioiar^ 
again dilates, and developes a papilla and sac, as before described ; 
and as the jaw increases in length, it follows the curve made by 
the first and second molars.^ 

It will be seen from the above, that the sacs of the permanent 
molar teeth do not occupy the same relation, or isimilar relation, 
to the deciduous teeth, that the ten aiiterioir permanent teeth do. 

We have noi^ examined^ briefly, the researches of Mr. Goodsir, 
which relate to the origin iand development of the teeth of man, 
and which led Mr. Goodsir to form the following conclusions^ 
to wit: 

Of the deciduous teeth : 

1st That the milk teeth are formed on each.side of the jaw 
at the same time, and in three distinct classes, a molar, a canidOj 
and an incisor. 

2d. That first dentition proceeds firom the posterior to the 
anterior. 

3d. That the dentition of each cliass advances in a reverse 
order, the anterior or incisors being erupted before the posterior. 
The first papilla that appears is the anterior molar, suid the. last 
that is completed is the posterior molar. 

4th. That two of the inferior operations of dentition obey the 
same law that is seen to govern the classes — orthis reverse law^ — 
<<the follicles closing by commencing at the median line and 
proceeding backwards, and the dental groove disappearing in 

the same direction." 

. . • • . . 

* Wibon^ Haman Anatomy. 
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6th. That dentition commences first in the superior 
lary, and most of the time keeps in advance. 

Cy the permanent teeth : - 

6th. That the papilla of the ten permanent teeth appear in a 
direction from the anterior to the posterior of the jaw. 

7th. That, all the teeth originate from the mucous membrane. 

ijth. That the permanent teeth have no connection with, and 
h&ye-a distinct origin from the temporary teeth. ' 

Before closing this part of my paper, it may not be amiss to 
call your attention, for a moment, to \an. inaugural dissertation 
by Ra3chkow. The dissertation ^^relates principally to the 
exhibition of what he calls the adamantine organ or pulp, situ* 
ated between, the ipUicle and the germ, and destined for the 
production of the enamel."* . Bascbkow says, .''the internal 
plane of the dental follicle is smooth, and exhibits the appear* 
ance of a serous membrane. The membrane is eveiy where 
free, except where the dental germ proceeds from it 

Ir the internal chamber of Ae follicle. or capsule, between its 
internal surface and the dental germ, another organ is also found, 
which, at ^r^t, almost before the first stage of the growth of 
the dental germ, forms nearly a globular nucleus, of which 
the extreme appears, in some slight degree, to bulge out, of 
which the internal subistance presents a singular parenchyma^ 
consisting, probably , at first, jtiefoiB . evolution has been farther 
canted out, of the usual granular formative ma3s, similar to that 
of all other organs of the fcetus. Subsequently, however^, by 
degrees, it exhibits more clear granulations of an angular form, 
- which are connected together in various ways, by filaments of 
cellular tissue, and ptesents the appearance of a kind of altinenr 
ckyma^ such a^ may be 45een in plants. 

This granular nucleus, which the capsular membrane sur- 
rounds, leaves a small interval between the latter, itself, and the 
dental germ, in which a peculiar fluid is found effused. ^'This 
fluid, when ei^amined closely, resembles the liqMor amniV* 
The globular nucleus we have called, by anticipation, the organ 
of the enamel) because, from subsequent contemplation of the 

. . '.^Nasmytb's Historirallntroduction. 
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evolutions of this o^n, it will be rendered clear that it is in- 
tended for the formation of the enamel substance, inasmuch as 
it is gradually transformed into that membrane which produces 
that substance. 

This takes place in the following manner: the dental germ, in 
advancing further and further into the interior of the dental folli- 
cle, makes at first only a slight impression on the globular mass of 
the enamel organ ; but this impression is rendered gradually deep- 
er, as the growth of the germ proceeds. When the dental germ 
has penetrated further into the hollow thus made, it appears 
narrower towards the base, and thicker under the apex, and so 
is enclosed around on every side by the parenchyma of the 
enamel organ, which thus assumes the appearance of a hood, 
covering the dental germ, when advanced in its development. 

This enamel hood, so to call it, presents, towards the basilla- 
ry part of the dental germ, a margin, which is at first obtuse, 
afterwards sharp, but which is always free at every part; more- 
over, it still appears to be altogether as freely situated between 
the capsular membrane and the dental germ as previously, when 
it existed under the form of a granular nucleus, and it is, pro- 
bably, every where surrounded by the lymph above mentioned. 

When the enamel organ has assumed the form of a hood, a 
peculiar organ is perceived on the surface of the cavity, in which 
the dental germ is lodged ; consisting, all of it, of short uniform 
fibres, placed perpendicularly to the surface of the cavity, and 
forming, as it were,, a silky lining to the whole of the latter." 
According to the above quoted author, <nhis stratum of fibres'' 
originates in the "transformation of the pulp of the enamel," 
with which it is connected at first, but soon separates itself, 
more and more, until no connection existed, except by some 
<<free filaments of cellular tissue," and is converted into a true 
membrane, and from the office which it performs, he has named 
it the "membrane of the enamel." 

When this membrane is closely examined, he represents its 
under sur&ce to consist of hexangular, nearly uniform corpus- 
coles, visible only through a magnifying glass, towards the centre 
of each of which is a rounded eminence. "Those <;orpuscule8 
are nothing more than the ends of short fibres, of which the 
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whole membrane is composed, and, which being pressed to- 
gether, assume freely the hexangular form/' He also describes 
these corpuscules as being ^'deposited in regular series," and cor- 
responding with the arrangement of the enamel fibres. Each of 
these fibres above described as belonging to the membrane, he 
regards as a duct or gland, the peculiar office of which is to 
secrete the <<enamel fibres corresponding to it." At the very 
commencement of the ossification of the dental pulp, each fibre, 
the surface of which is directed towards the subjacent bone, is 
brought in contact, and then commences their function, namely, 
secreting the earthy salts of which the enamel is principally 
composed. <<While this is going on, an organic lymph," says 
Raschkow, ''seems to be secreted from the parenchyma of the 
enamel membrane, which penetrates between the individual 
fibres and renders their whole substance soft." 

This he thinks is by means of a ''chemical organic process," 
afterwards combines with the earthy substances, and forms the 
animal basis of the enamel."^ 

Raschkow has shown in his paper, that the dental pulp is 
invested by a delicate membrane, which is said to be more vas- 
cular than the bony substance of the teeth,t &nd which he 
names the performative membrane, and believes to constitute 
the bond of union which exists between the enamel fibres and 
the bone of the tooth .^ 

We have now considered three of the divisions that mark the 
origin and development of the teeth, to wit : ihepapUlay the fol- 
licular, and the vascular^ sufficiently to illustrate the fourth di- 
vision, the eruptive, to which we will now turn our attention. 

There are various opinions advanced by anatomists, physiol- 
ogists, and dental writers with regard to the manner or the agen- 
cy by which a tooth effects its passage from its alveolar cell, 
and completes its eruption. 

Most suppose that the tooth is raised firom its alveolar cell by 
the elongation of the pulp and the formation of the fang, and is 

* Harris' PriDcipIesand Practice of Dental Sargery. 

t American Joarnal and Library of Dental Science, vol. Ij p. 138. 

X Harris' Principles and Practice of Dental Surgery, Phil. 1845. 
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explained by a distinguished anatomist in the follow words : 
<< As the fang grows in length, the resistance being at its end, 
causes the tooth to rise through, the gum."* Others suppose 
that the alveolus is the elevating agent. That with the process 
of organization the tooth increases until being no longer capable 
of being retained in the sac, and the laws of organizaitioh re- 
cognizing the same by the close adaptation or moultipg of tlie 
alveolus to the neck and fang of the increasing tooth, and effects 
its eruption by its own increase and its compression upon the 
fang of the tooth, somewhat similar to the expulsion of a moi$- 
tened seed, from between the fingers by their compression. 

That these explanations of the eruption of (he teeth axef&nO'^ 
neous, would appear to me to be very evident 

If we turn our attention to the early development of the teeth, 
and philosophically consider their advancement, we sh$U have 
not a little difficulty, in convincing ourselves, that the teeth are 
erupted by the resistance at.the apexof.the fang, resulting from 
the growth of the same. Did the elongation of the- pulp com- 
mence before the crown had made some advancement towards 
the alveolus, the fatig would c<»ne in contact with the floor of 
the .alveolus, and the resistancer it would then meet with, at a 
period when the fang is in a pulpy or yielding state, would 
cause the root to assume a different form from what we find pre- 
sented by the fengs of a perfectly developed tooth. And we are 
not without illustration of the above ftct. X have.aeen in Dr. 
C. A. Harris' cabinet of morbid specimens,, twe teeth, which 
from some organic .difficulty, or destruction of the .elevating 
agent, the eipngation of the p^lp for the forma tioa of the fang, 
came i0 contact with the floor of the alveolus without ejecting 
the eruption of the teeth, and resulting in the reflecting of that 
part, which should have constituted the fang, upon the crown 
of the tooth, presenting an irregular bony substance, the pooreist 
possible apology, that could be imagined for a natural tooth* * I 
will give a description of the above referred to specimens, in Dr. 
Bttrris' words. He says, .^^they occupied the place of the first 
and second bicuspids,, and their crownsr ate almost wholly inoi- 

• ••"-. 
. •• ■. • ■ . . • . 

• lioraer*s Special Anatomy, vol. l/pv48L 
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bedded in laminated bone that should have constituted their 
roots, but which are entirely wanting. Judging from their ap- 
pearaneeyOne would be iuclined to suppose that as they rose 
froni their sockets, the latter filled up, and coming in contact 
with the former as they wece forming, and while in a pulpy state, 
pressed against and caused them to bulge out and to be reflected 
upon their crowns, to the enamel of which, nearly to their 
grinding surfaces^ they am perfectly, united.^'* 

Ho\f the tooth is to be erupted by the alveolus, I cannot 
easily imagine, unless the same improved to possess contractility ; 
powers which, I believe, none ascribj^ to it. But I presume that 
the proposition will be thought sufficiently hypothetical, to con- 
denm it without argument. 

Delabarre, a French wnter of no ordinary character, has ad- 
vanced a theory which is not less physiological than ingenious. 
He believes that the escape of the tooth from its cell and through 
the gum is^ effected precisely in the same manner, as the expul- 
sion of the child from the uterus, and, indeed, so close does he 
consider the similarity^ that he has given to the process of the 
eruption of the t^eth, tiie'^^name of <odontocie,' or accouchment 
of tijat organ.*' . 

M. Delabarre regards the sac which we have described at 
length, together with its relation to the tooth and the neighbor- 
ing parts, in the early part of this essay, as the agent, which 
effects the expulsion of the tooth. . <^He supposes that the folli- 
cle, the vascularity of which is at that moment augmented ,"t is 
Armly attached to tiie neck of the tooth, and by its contractions, 
;the tooth is raised from its socket This process goes on until 
the whole of the crown has passed through the gum, when the 
sac constitutes the free edge of the last named substance, which 
surrounds the neck of the tooth. 

That the theory of Delabarre is correct, there cannot be much 
doubt. Mr. GoOdsir, adnaits in his paper, that, "when fhe edge 
of the .tooth has once made its way through the gutn, it ad- 
vances more rapidly than Can be accounted for by the Usual 

• Harris' Principles «nd Practiee of Dental Surgery, p. 158, 
t LefouloD, Prof. Bond's tranalation, p. 20. 
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rate of lengthening of the fang," and to believe, that this rise of 
the tooth which cannot be accounted for by the lengthening of 
the fang, is effected by the follicle, would seem to be almost a 
necessity, as there has not yet been found any other organ 
which seems destined for that purpose. It illustrates upon prin- 
ciples of reason and philosophy, this wonderful and beautiful 
operation of nature; and forms another illustration of the wis* 
dom by which we are designed and created, and adds another 
demonstration of the utility, and importance, and relation of one 
organ to another, that 

<<Hold8 ft link, which lost. 
Would break the chain, and leave behind a gap 
Which nature's self would rue." 



ARTICLE V. 

Observations on Artificial Obturators and Palates. Read before 
the Mississippi Valley Association, at Cincinnati, Ohio, Au- 
gust 19th, 1846, by B. B. Bkown, M. D., D. D. S-,of St. 
Louis, Mo. 

Gentlemen : 

At your last annual meeting, I' had the honor to be one, 
among the number of those appointed, to prepare a paper to be 
read before you, at the present convention. 

Until very recently, 1 entertained the hope of being with you, 
at this meeting, when an essay, on another subject, would have 
been submitted for your consideration ; but, circumstances be- 
yond my control, have compelled me to forego my expectation 
in that respect ; and, I now merely propose to make some obser- 
vations on fissures of the palatal arch and their treatment, by 
means oi artificial obturators and palates. 

In the catalogue of calamities, to which human nature is sub- 
ject, there is none which excites sympathy, in a higher degree, 
Dor more frequently calls into requisition the highest order of 
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professional ability, than the destruction of those parts compos* 
ing the face and mouth, whereby the physiognomy is rendered 
hideous and articulation indi3tinct. Syphilitic diseases and the 
abuse of mercurial medicines, constitute the nK)st prolific source 
of these misfortunes. The unhappy victim lives awhile, courting 
death to end his sufferings ; and, if he survives, he exists merely 
a wreck of ^hat he was, tedious to himself, and, not unfrequently, 
an object of mingled pity and disgust to his friends. The loss 
of bony structure is most generally confined to the superior and 
inferior maxillary, the spongy bones of the' nose, and those of 
the palate. 

Caries of bone is accompanied with a destruction of the soft 
surrounding substance ; hence, when the palate bones are the 
seat of caries, a fissure in the palatal arch is the inevitable con- 
sequence, and which, not unfrequently, involves the loss of 
large portions of the alveolar ridge, together with the accompany- 
ing teeth. 

The condition of a |>atient thus situated, is truly deplorable, 
and calls for the commiseration and sympathy of the dental phi- 
losopher and philanthropist. Unable to articulate, or enunciate 
a word distinctly, the unhappy individual is alarmed at the un- 
natural and incoherent sounds which he produces, and which 
too plainly indicate a fissure of the palatal arch. Deglutition is 
rendered laborious and painful, in consequence of fluids and 
solids constantly entering the fissure and traversing the naris. 

From the period when the palate bones become diseased, a 
considerable length of time must necessarily elapse, before the 
carious bone is sufficiently detached, to admit of its removal; 
hence, two varieties of fissure are frequently presented, which 
I would denominate interrupted and uninterrupted. 

1st. A fissure is interrupted when the palate bones remain fit 
9J/tt, not being sufficiently detached by the suppurative process, 
to admit of their removal. The diseased bone is generally ele- 
vated a few lines above the natural concavity of the palatal 
arch. 

2d. A fissure is uninterruptedy when the communication be- 
tween the palatal arch and naris is firee from obstniction : — the 
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carious bone having been removed by the slow process of sup- 
.puration, or by the skill of the surgeon: 

It becomes the provinpe, then, of the dental surgeon to remed7 
the loss ) caused by accident or disease, of this important par* 
titipn, aiid thus restore the unfortunate sufferer to a full and 
pio.per use of his fynetiohs. This is accomplished by artificial 
nieans^ known to the profession as artyicial obturators 9nd 

palates. 

By artificial o6/t^a/or^, I recognize applianrces intended to 
restore the lost functions of the palatal ardi, consequent upon au 
uninterrupted fi^sMX^ in the hfird palate, and which appliances are 
introduced into the fissure. These may be div^ed into simple 
aiid complicated. The ^'7n/7&, are those which have for their ob* 
ject, merely, the stoppage of the fissure, without extending be* 
yond theedges of the aperture, and which are retained in positioa 
by a variety of appliances, such as elastic springs, bolts^ wings, 
gum elastic, metallic drums^ sponge, cork, gum mastic, wax, 
&c. &c. l^\\e complicated^ are intended to perform ttie offices 
of the simple,, with the addition of artificial teeth attached to 
them, by extending a plate to the point on the maxillary ridge, 
where they are to be supplied. In addition to the appliances 
usually attached to obturators, sometimes, also, arms or clasps 
are employed for the purpose of retaining them in their place. 

Artificial palates are likewise divided into simpie and compH* 
catedf entire and partiaL By artificial palates^ I recognise ap- 
pliances, intended to restore the lost functions, consequent upon 
fissures in the. hard palate, (produced by accident or disease,) by 
covering them over. The simple form is without teeth, while 
the complicated has them attached. The entire j is that form 
which covers the roof of the mouth ; the partial, covers some 
portions of the palatal arch, only, and is retained in position, by 
arms or clasps, which connect it. for support, with a tooth, or 
teeth, on each side of the jaw. 

A simple artificial palate may be entire or partial^ depending 
wholly upon the condition, extent, and position of the fissure. 

A complicated artificial palate should always be entire^ as the 
teeth, which are thereto attached, are thus rendered much more 
permanent and useful ; and it also gives the whole operation, a 
substantiality, not to be attained by any other projection. 



1846.] Brown on Artificial OUiarators and Pdlaies. 236 

Cases may occur, where there are no teeth in the superior 
jaw ; then, I would recommend an entire compliccUe^ artificicd 
palate, (single plate,), to extend as fiqr back upon the soft palate 
as tbcipatient Can toleriite with comfort The dental circumfei*- 
ence of- the plate, should pass, as far as possible, over the gum, 
up to wh^re the muscles of the lip* and cheet^s unite With the 
jaw,' in' order to be retained in its place, by atmospheric pressure. 

' A ifew hours use of this plate, cannot fail, fully to acquaint tbd 
patient with the principle of its construction, and almost to re- 
store him the lost functions of his .t)riginal palate. And, in my 
opinion, this is one of the best and most complete methods 
known i& the profession, of. {successfully adapting an artificial 
denture to the superior jaw, which will supply, with ease and 
comfort to^ the wearec almost the whole properties of the natural 
structure. I hav.e introduced a numb^ oh this plan, during .the 
last 'fifteen years, find in every instance with the most satisfec- 
tory results. . • 

» I htfve not, however, had the good fortune to meet with^a case 
o£ fissiire, accompanied with the loss of the superior denture; 
but the principle, I believe, is correct; and I entertain nbixiore 
doubt of its entire success, in practice, than I do of any thing, 
which I hav« not fully tested. 

In adapting an artificial pklate'to an interrupted fissure, the 
soft surrounding structurei, will^necessarily, be in an extremely 
irritatetl condition ; hence, there is but' one altiernative .left for 
the practitioner to piirsue, vi%. to apply an entire artificial palate. 
This js demanded in ofder to distribute the pressure equally 
over the whole roof the mouth, and, consequently, to relieve the 
irritable parts as much as possible. A loop matybe soldered 
to the convex ftce ofthe plkte, fitted to embrace a bit of sponge, 
with a view- to arre9t'the '^o^ress of matter into the throaty white 
the plate is toibb retained in its place by arms islasping a tooth 
ot teeth, on each ftide. * If a complicated artiftoiar palate is re- 
quired, it should, as before remarked f be entire'; the edges of 
the plate adapted to the teeth by means of uprights soldered to 
it, and projecting from two to* three lines above it. Every irie- . 
quality, whitsh the surface of the teeth mfty^ present; must be ao* 
eurately fitted,and ']ret, not to press upon them ; the edge« of the 
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convex dental circumference should be carefully rounded off» so 
that no sharp edges will rest upon the gum. The plate should 
slip into its place, with the utmost ease and freedom — and be 
retained there, by means of arms attached to one or more good 
teeth on each side of the jaw. And from some experience in 
this matter, I am inclined to select, for this dental attachment, a 
position, if practicable, always posterior to the first bicuspides, 
as ensuring, in general, more stability and greater ease to the 
patient than an anterior one can. 

Too much care cannot be observed in procuring correct mod- 
els of tlie parts to be supplied. The whole mouth and teeth 
should always be taken, so as to exhibit their entire relations in 
every respect Of several, which the careful operator will not 
fail to obtain, the one approximating most nearly to the original, 
should be selected as the working model ; for the plate should 
always present every inequality of the surface, and fit it closely 
when introduced. Metal casts are fi'equently injured by a sin- 
gle blow from a heavy hammer, and are therefore no longer fit 
for use ; indeed, for almost all operations, two or three pairs 
should be used, and the plate frequently annealed, during the 
process of striking up. 

I am satisfied, that correct principles have often been aban- 
doned through carelessness, or the want of mechanical tact in 
making the necessary preparations ; and I may here remark, that 
if violence be done to principles bearing upon any of the surgical 
or anatomical relations of the operation, all the mechanism and 
finish which labor can bestow, must result in consigning the 
work back to the crucible^ or, if permitted to go abroad, it will 
remain a monument of the operator's stupidity. 

I will now cite a short history of a case, from my case book, 
illustrating the plan of a complicated^ entire^ artificial palate^ in- 
troduced with a view of restoring the lost functions, consequent 
upon an interrupted fissure in the palatal areh. 

In the spring of 1841, 1 was consulted by Mr.W. (then a resi- 
dent of our city) relative to supplying him with an artificial palate. 
On examination, his mouth presented the following appearance : 
a large interrupted fissure occupied the centre of the palatal 
«ieh, and extended posteriorly to the transverse palate sutuzch-r 
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the true palate bones were alreadjr destroyed — the maxillary 
palaie bone yielded slightly by pressing upon them, at that 
point, attended at the same time with a considerable degree of 
pain. The surrounding soft parts were in a state of inflamma- 
tion, caused by the contact of carious bone and irritation, con- 
sequent upon degluiition. In the anterior part of the mouth 
the lefl lateral incisor tooth was gone, and the front incisor, of 
the same aide, so much changed fiom its natural position, by 
the disease of its appendages, as to render it useless. The max- 
illary palate plate was carious throughout its whole extent, and 
hence the loss of the front teeth was caused by their proximity 
to the foramen iiicisiwm, where there was a loss of some bony 
stractuie. The patient's constitution had suffered materially, 
amd hia geoeral health was feeble. 

The condition of this individual was lamentable, not only in 
eonseqeunce of the difficulty he constantly eiperienced in taking 
nourishment, but from the abundant discharge of offensire 
matter from the diseased bone. 

The annexed drawings of the model of the mouth, will coq- 
vey some idea of the loss sustained, and the true position of 
parts. 

Pig. 1. 
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Fig. 2. 




Fig. 1. Model of the parts' necessary for consinrcting ttie artificial palate; 
the fissure being filled up, and the roof of the' mouth restored to its original 
^oncavitjr. 1 . Extent of the fissure traced. 2. 2. Int^eistices which leceired' 
the arms or clasps. 

Fig. 2. Anterior vieW of Fig. 1, exhibiting the part to.be supplied with 
artificial teeth. 

(The drawings correspond^ in every particular, with the mouth of the 
patient.). 

* • . ■ 

He informed me that he had sought relief from a number of 
members of the dental profession, in different-sections of the 
country, biU without success, except in a single instance, when 
a dentist in the south fitted him with an entire artificial palate^ 
which hdd been attended with som^ relief. This.' was a rude, 
unfinished piece of dental mechanism, its greatest fault being a 
Want of concavity, which did not admit a sufiicient play to the 
totigue, and," therefore, the pressure which it exerted was con- 
fined to the alveolar ridge. The sharp edges of the plate excited 
almost constant inflammation and ulceration, of the gum; still, 
the principle, as far as it went, \Y^as correct. The patient was 
wearing this temporary plate when he applied to me. 

I undertook the management of. his case, and removed th^ 
front in(:isor tooth, which I have* already alluded to, and insti- 
tuted local and general treatment, lintil I was satisfied that the 
disease was cured, which caused the destruction of the parts. 
As soonr as the most urgent symptoms attending the case were 
COD trolled, I. proceeded to model the mouth,, with .a view of sup- 
plying a complicated^ entire^ artificial palate. It^will readily be 
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perceived, that tbeire was but one method whereby this operation 
might 'be accomplished correctly, viz. by distributing the pres- 
sure of the plate equally over as large a surface of healthy struc- 
ture as possible, so as to relieve the parts over the diseased 
bone ; and that, when undue pressure should be exerted upon 
it, its force would be expended upon th^ maxillary walls. 

Accordingly, I constrncted the palate, and adapted its dental 
circumference to .^ach tooth, by means of uprights of plate, sol- 
dered oh so a&tb fit their various inequalities. A separation 
had be^n .'made, by a former operator, between the second hicus- 
pides and £rst. molars of each side; there, I placed the arms, 
and constructed them to clasp the molars. , In consequence of 
the^ arrps of the former plate having clasped the bicuspides, I 
was subsequently induced to attach the clasps to them, as there 
could be no real objections, and, besides,,the comfort of the pa- 
tient was materially augmented. The clasps were as wide as 
the teeth to which they weire attached. The artificial teeth 
were porcelain, with imitation gums. The plate was gold,2U 
carats fine, and weighed 12 dwts.; it possessed the same con- 
cavity which was natural to the roof of the mouth. On the 
convex side a' loop was soldered, to embrace a bit of sponge, so 
as to arrest the discharge of matter into the throat. It was 
introduced into its place in the mouth, on the 25th of May. 
All who witnessed its introduction, (several medical friends were 
present,) were much gratified with the result, and the wearer 
was unceasing in his expressions of gratitude. 

7he annexed drawings will convey a tolerable idea of the 
operation.' 

Fig. 1. Complicated, entire, artificial palate, yiew of conrez face. 
1. 1. 1. 1. Dental circumference. 2. 2. Arms orclasps. 3. Loop. 4. 4. Base 
upon which the artificial teeth rest. 

Fig. 2. View of the concave face of Fig. 1. 1. 1. Artificial front and 
lateral incisor teeth, posterior yiew. 2.2. Uprights connecting the teeth 
to the gum plate. 3. 3. 3. 3. Uprights soldered to the dental circumference, 
and projecting above the level of the plate two and a half lines. 4. 4. Cor- 
rugations of die gum brought up. 

Fig. 3. Anterior view of the front and lateral incisor teeth ill Fig. 2. 

(The drawings correspond, in every particular, with the original, except 
that the convexity and concavity is not quite faithful, or well developed.) 
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During a period of more than two years that the patient re- 
mained in St. Louis, I had frequent opportunities ofezamiDing 
the operation ; its success was complete in every particular, 
which proved the correctness of the principle upon which it 
was constructed. 

However, I still continued to give him professional advice, 
relative to his general health, and the diseased bone, with 8 
view to its removal, when the proper time should arrive. Ac- 
cordingly, on the 17th of April, 1843, the patient coDsented to 
the operation, and I proceeded to perform it. The bone being 
too large to be drawn though the fissure entire, I was forced to 
cut it into pieces, with instruments constructed expressly for 
that purpose, and thus effected its removal. In the course of 
one month he was tcei/; the suppuration had ceased; no fetor; 
a subsidence of the constitutional symptoms ; a restoration to the 
society of his friends ; and, to use his own words, "he felt that 
he was a new being." 

The annexed drawings will convey a good idea of the dis- 
ease4 bone, and iDstruments made use of to cut it 

Fia. I. 



Fig. 1. 1. Anurior Dual spine. S. Portion of right aanl proewi, fap«- 
liw muillary. S. PaUiine pracess, left miperior maxiUary bon«. 4. Aa- 
lerioi exiremiiy of vomer. 
VOL. TI.— 31 



8^ Bbovn on Artificial Obivratora and Palattt. [Makoh, 
Pig. 2. 



F%. 2. InferioT view orFig. I, with figuKB coimpondiDg^i A. A. Where 
the bone wis divided to effect iu removal. B. B; The same as A. A. 
C. Posterior edge of (he maxillary palate plate, the paiate bonti being de- 
atroyed up to (heir suture. D. D. Middle palate Buiure. 

(The drawings are about three lines smaDer than the oii^oal.) 
Pta. 1. 




Fig. 1. Plugging Forceps. 1. Sbanit, with a fine cutting edge kI Ita ex- 
tremity. 2. Shaidt, wiih a groove at its ezlremity, to receive the cnttiDg 
edge or knife of 1 . 3. View «f the groove In 2. 
Piaa. 




Fig. Z. Cutting Forceps, with fine sharp edges. 
(The drawing! correspond, in every particular, wilh the iuatrumenlsO 
It was neceaory to reduce the drawing about two-thirds, io order to get 
on page. — Ed. 
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Dr. Soljrman Brown, of New York, saw Mr. W; a few months 
after the operatioQ was introduced, and while the diseased bono 
wasmM^ti. I was subsequently informed that it excited the 
highest admiration and commendation of that distinguished 
dental sui^^eon. 

The question very naturally arises, which plan is to b^ pre« 
ferred, ari^cial obturators^ or palates ? The answer, will depend 
upon the position^ condition, class and extent of the fissure ; as 
a general nile, howerer, artificial palates are to be preferred to 
Artificial obturators. 

Artificial palates should exert equal pressure orer an extent 
of surface which is- capable of sustaining it without inccmv0- 
nience. From the plate, merely acting as a covering to. the 
fissure, I have invariably found, that the size of the apwture 
was diminished, (when properly adapted,) always realizing the 
most sanguine expectations of .effecting what was intended. 
Artificial obturators by reason of filling up the fissure, and press* 
ing upon its walls^invariablyeniwrgethci opening, and serve to 
keep Up a continual state pf irritation inthe sunrotinding sub- 
stance, I, therefore', deem these objectiojas sufficiently strong 
to cause the total abandonment of the plan. 

Artificial palates may be constructed to cover various extents 
of surface, always depending upon circumsUmces. As a general 
rule, however, Wheti theo^/Ki/cih' and maaMary palate plate are 
destroyed, an entire artificial jMdate.is demanded; so, likewise^ 
when circumstances occur, making a complicated operation ne- 
cessary, the palate should, generally, be entire also. The plan 
of atmospheric pressure and general pressure, exerted by the 
edges of aq entire platp, upon tlie natural teeth are objection- 
able. The principle of atmospheric pressure is only applicable 
to artificial palates, when the teeth of the superior jaw jaie -all 
wanting, and then the advantages of the'principle should be ob- 
tained by a single plate. 

When the. teeth are involved in the loss of the palate boneS| 
by disease, they are generally the front incisors, and those im- 
mediately over the cavity of the antrum; but gun-shot, and 
other wounds may injure every class. As the teeth are often 
eiqposed to injury from external violence, the practice of . con- 
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necting an obturator to a complicated artificial palate, is liable 
not only to the objections already stated, but also to the import* 
ant one, which arises from the strong possibility, that this very 
injury may produce a still greater one, by causing the artificial 
palate to be forced or driven^ into the fauces^ so that the pro- 
jection, or drum, which fills the fissure, may rupture tlie vebitn 

pabUu . 

These results are not impossible, and afford good reason for 
abandoning the use of an appendage, against which, so many 
objections may be urged. It possesses no advantage over a 
plate covering the aperture. Whereas, a plate is firee fix>m the 
objections to such an appendage. 

The object of placing a bit of sponge in a loop on the convex 
&ce of an. artificial palate, is intended merely to arrest suppura* 
tive matter from passing into the throat. This becomes neces- 
sary when the fissure is interrupted. The sponge should be 
much smaller than the fissure, so that when it is charged with 
matter it may not press its parieties. To promote personal com- 
fort it should be firequently changed or cleansed. 

The substances proper to be used in the construction of arti- 
ficial palates are gold, palladium, and platina ; the two former are 
to be preferred, on account of the elasticity which they acquire 
in the process of working. 

The uprights which I have already described, are indispen- 
sable to an entire artificial palate ; and if the directions which I 
have laid down are properly followed, they will be found to 
avert inflammation and ulceration of the gum. When, how- 
ever, they are omitted, almost constant inflammation attends the 
whole line of its dental circumference, by reason of the gum 
coming in contact with the sharp edges of the plate. 

Ambrose Pare claimed to be the author of artificial obturators 
or ^^stopples," as he called them, and gave to the world the first 
account of such appliances, with drawings, about three hundred 
years ago. 
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"Figure of the instruments m hich are iiamed« stopples of the palate of 
the mouth." 




The above is an exact representation of the drawings contain- 
ed in the great work of Ambrose Par6, on the subject of obtura- 
tors, together with a faithful translation of what he named them. 

But since that remote period, very great and valuable improve- 
ments have been effected in the treatment of fissures ; so much 
so, indeed, that it would almost seem impossible for the ablest 
and most talented member of our profession, to advance nearer 
to perfection; the ne plus tUira of scientific research. And as 
it regards the particular class of appliances, here briefly, and I 
regret to say, imperfectly treated, they appear after the maturest 
deliberation, scarcely susceptible of further improvement. Yet, 
80 great is my fidth in the vast power to be acquired by close 
observation, and experiments, based on scientific principles, that 
I believe even deficiencies of the velum pakui, will at some fu- 
ture period, perhaps not &r distant, be remedied or supplied by 
artificial means. 

If we may throw a glance over the history of the last fifteen 
years, how many subjects for proud congratulation will offer 
themselves to the devoted and pure minded practitioner of den- 
tal surgery ? Its scientific works now fill libraries, its literature 
is enlarged, its mechanism, for beauty and utility of design, is 
unsurpassed ; and its profession embraces some of the most 
talented, benevolent, and well read men in our country, who 
would honor any profession, any calling, in the land; and 
whose lives, I trust without vanity, I may say, are solemnly 
dedicated with a self-sacrificing spirit, rarely excelled, to the be- 
nevolent labors of ameliorating human suffering, and of render- 
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iug the profession of their choice, one of high con/iideration and 
usefulness lo the whole human family. 

Brethren of the association, in elevating and rendering our 
profession one of intelligence and learning, we but ennoble and 
distinguish ourselves. And in this glorious ..endeavor, every 
one, however unaspiring lie may be, may largely' advance its 
honor and dignity ; may contribute hiis mite to swell its history 
and augment the cats^Iogue of those ^^namies that were not bora 
to die.*' 



ARTICLE VI. 
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Letter from C. O. Allen, Dentist, of New York. 

... • * • ' • . ■ ■ . 

MBcriiRS. Editors : 

As One of the <>bject8 of the Dental Journal is tp discuss 
all subjects, intimately connected with the dental art, I bBg leave 
to submit the following remarks upon an article in the last num- 
ber, entitled, ^'Resolutions of the AmericaB Society of Dental 
Surgeons, in relation to the use of. amalgams for filling teeth. 
First, let me inquire what was the ground upon which th<e 
Am&rican Sodely of Dental Surgeons first tppk their aiction 
against amalgams ? It was not that a ooajority. believed that 
amalgam^ were in all, or in a very large proportion of cases in 
which they are carefully used, productive of bad iesults, either 
to the teeth or constitution.- They did not believe that great in- 
jury was done to teeth by members of their society, for those 
who used them, so far as I know in this city, were ampngthe 
best and radst skilful operators in the society. Nor did they in«> 
tend to apply the epithet of quack to well educated and honest 
dentists who occasionally used amalgams. They had seen that 
there wasa large class of men ih the country, calling themselves 
denj^ts, who, either tlirbugh ignorance or empiricism, were 
using and recon^mending amalgams- as* better than gold or tin, 
in cases wejre only gold was admissible, and that these men 
were doing great injury to their patients, and bringing reproach 
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upon the dental science and upon all praciiciug dentists, the 
honest and intelligent, as welt as the ignoramus and empiric. 
It was ameasure of self-defence ; they saw that as a.whole, taking 
the operations of the good and the bad together, the amalgam 
was doing infinitely more hurt in the hands of the latter, than 
good in thdse of the former^ and like the reformers in the noble 
cause of temperance, they resolved that henceforward they 
would have nothing to do with it. Substantially this has been 
the uniforni answer of every member with whom I have spoken 
upon the subject, a^d whohas taken any part in apposition to 
the use of amalgams. for stopping teeth ; and I appeal to each 
member of the society to know if it was not so. 

Such then was the feeling of the society up to. the time of its 
meeting in New York, last August Many of the members at 
that time, seeing that the influence of the; American Society Df 
Dental Surgeons had not stopped the use of amalgams, but that 
it was rather on the increase*^ thought it necessary to take 
tome more decisive action M^n the subject. The course which 
the society pursued at, that time, 1 will not now detail, as I pre- 
sumeit is known to all the readers of this Journal, it is suffi- 
cient to say, that most, if not all of the members present at that 
meeting, I believe there was. not a single exception» pledged 
themselves to the society, to discontinue the use of amalgams in 
their practice as dentists.^ Several who believed it to be use^^ 
fill, in some extreme, cases, for stopjang teeth, made this conoea- 
sion for. the aake of promoting peace and harmony in our soci- 
ety. . Here they supposed the matter would rest, and that amal- 
gamj so for as the society was concerned, was virtually dead 

•The committee appointed by. the society last Aogust, reported, ''that 
six members id N^w York» used the amalgam, under certain: cireuoistanoes 
and refused to discontinue its. use.'' Now, although, three out of the 
six, viz. John Lovejoy, Geoige*£. Howes and Chas. C. Allen, s^bse* 
quently communicated to the society their intention to discontinue its use 
for the future, yet in the report of the proceedings of the society, published 
in the September number of the Journal, no mention is made of this fact. 
Their names still appear in the published proceedings, among the names ot 
those who refuse to give up the use of amalgam. This is^ manifestly, un- 
fair* 
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and buried, when, just as we were congratulating ourselves up- 
on the restoration of harmony among the different members, lo ! 
its ghost appears in the form of a protest, extended to each mem- 
ber, and demandi7\g his signature, not only pledging himself 
not to use amalgam, but also declaring that, in his opiniony it is 
in all cases ^^unfit and dangerous^ when used for plugging the 
teeth or their fangs." Did any member suppose that ghost 
would frighten honest men and compel them to subscribe to 
what they believed to be a lie9 Can a majority of three- fourths 
be found, to expel them for refusing to do it ? Has the minority 
in this case no rights ? Is there no alternative left to them but 
to resign or violate their own reason and conscience, whenever 
it happens that they cannot vote with the majority? I answer, 
there is. The minority have rights as well as the majonty, and 
they are guaranteed to it by the original compact under which 
the society was formed. 

Second. Let us see what the constitution says upon this sub- 
ject. It will not, I presume, be denied by any member of our 
society, that the first law of our association, under which it was 
formed, and without which it cou|d not well exist, is the ccnsti- 
tuiiony and that all the provisions contained therein are inviolate 
and cannot be changed, except in the manner prescribed therein. 
If this position be true, then it follows that no resolution passed 
by a majority, I care not how large, is of any binding force upon 
the members, if the principle contained in the said resolution 
conflicts with the principles laid down in the constitution.^ 

In the preamble of the constitution is the following declara- 
tion, viz. that one of the objects of the American Society of Den- 
tal Surgeons, is,^<to advance the science (of dentistry) by free 
communication and interchange of sentimentsy either written or 
verbal, Between members of the society, both in this and other 
countries." Does not this clause secure to each member the 
right to advocate any principle or <<sentiment" connected with 

* The constitution is the act of the people, speaking in their original 
character, and defining the permanent conditions of the social alliance, and 
there can be no doubt on this point with us, that erery act of the legislatiTe 
power, contrary to the true intent and meaning of the constitution, is abso- 
lutely null and void. — Ktni^i Commmtariu, 
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dentistry, if done in an honest and proper manner? Again, in 
article 4th, upon the expulsion of members, the constitution 
reads thus : <*Any member of the society may be expelled for 
immoral conduct, malpractice in business or other sufficient 
cause, on motion of one member, seconded by another, at any 
regtUar meeting of the society ; in which case a majority of 
three-fourths of the members present, shall be required." 

Now, those members of the society who refuse to give their 
testimony, that amalgams are in all cases "unfit and dangerous 
when used for plugging teeth or their fangs," were either ex- 
pelled at the last ^^regtUar meeting^^ or they were not, if they 
were expelled, then the simple act of signing a protest cannot 
restore them ; but if they were not expelled, then they cannot 
be until the next ^^regtUar meeting.^^ There can be no consti- 
iutional expulsion, the object of the above article being, plainly, 
to bring the society to a direct vote upon the expulsion of each 
member. 

Entertaining these views, I cannot help agreeing with your 
correspondent, who declares, that "the society has certainly 
transcended its powers ;" but you remark : "The opinion that 
the use of all amalgams is malpractical, had stood recorded, not 
only upon the book of record, but in the Journal, the organ of 
the society, for four years, at the time the circular was ordered. 
This opinion every man was as much bound to adopt as any 
precept in either the constitution or by-laws." Now, suppose a 
resolution were to be passed by the society, that in its opinioui 
hereafter, the society had better meet every year at Baltimore 
instead of New York, and that one of you, gentlemen, being a 
northern man, should vote in the negative. Would you be as 
much bound to adopt this opinion as any precept in either the 
constitution or by-laws? Would you not rather say, "t have a 
right to remain in the society and enjoy my own opinion, but, 
nevertheless, for the sake of union and harmony, as a large ma- 
jority of the society desire it, I will concede this point and go 
to Baltimore ?" 

Again you ask, "Is it not true that any position which would 
prevent one's obtaining membership, ought to deprive him of 
mtmbership, in any voluntary association?" 1 answer^ no, 

TOL. VI — 32 
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The admission and expulsion of members, are two very diflfer- 
ent things. Hereafter, the members may, if they choose, ascer- 
tain the opinion of each candidate for admission to the society, 
upon the subject of amalgam and its fitness or unfitness for 
plugging teeth, and if they deem it heterodox they may vote 
against him ; but as this has not, heretofore, been made a test 
question^ it will not apply to actual members. 

The candidate for admission to a christian church subscribes 
to the creed of articles of faith, as a matter of course, as mem- 
bers do to the constitution and by-laws of our society; but once 
a member, if a majority vote to exclude wine from the commu- 
nion table, would he not be allowed to differ in opinion from the 
majority so voting, and, if in good standing in other respects, 
would the church excommunicate him because he could not 
believe with the majority upon thfs minor point, after he had 
conceded so much as to abandon the use of wine under all cir- 
cumstances ? You would make the opinion of a majority of a 
church, upon every subject which might come up, of the same 
binding force as any precept contained in the creed or articles 
of faith. 

Third. In my opinion, the resolutions passed by the Ameri- 
can Society of Dental Surgeons, and embodied in their protest 
against amalgams, were not only arbitrary, but unwise and ex- 
ceeding injudicious. They establish a precedent fraught with 
innumerable evils, which will be productive of constant trouble 
to the society. For instance — grant that all are expelled who 
refuse to say that amalgam <<is not only unfit, but dangerous, 
when used for plugging teeth or their fangs." Carry out the 
same principles, and another batch will probably be expelled, 
whenever the society see fit to correct the abuse of arsenic — an 
article which is, at this moment, probably doing as much mis- 
chief as amalgam — not because they do not know how to use 
the article ; but because there are hundreds who abuse it. Again, 
the turnkey is a very imperfect instrument for extracting teeth 
compared with a good set of forceps ; what shall prevent the 
society, at some future day, from passing a resolution that the 
turnkey is not only unfit, but dangerous, when used for ex- 
tracting teeth or their fangs, and from expelling all the members 
who refiise to subscribe to this opinion ? 
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Is this the way <<to promote union and harmony among all 
respectable and well informed dental surgeons," or will such 
proceedings ^<give character and respectability to the profes- 
sion ?" Is it not rather the way to drive all honorable and in- 
telligent men from the society? No man, who thinks for him- 
self, can hope to remain long in any society, and always agree 
with the majority ; and if this system is to be began and per- 
petrated, how long before the American Society of Dental Sur- 
geons will be reduced to only a quorum of members, and a part 
of these be found voting against the rest ? 

This is the direct and legitimate result to which the society 
must come, if it continues to proscribe members for opinion's 
sake. What then is to be done ? you ask, and I will endeavoc 
to answer. In the first place, I would not have our society pro- 
nounce any operation, malpractice apriori ; but make each mem- 
ber responsible, for his practice, to the society. If there is a 
member whose operations are injurious to his patients or bring 
disgrace upon the profession, let him be reported to the society, 
whether it be with amalgam, arsenic, the turnkey, or any other 
article, give him an opportunity to defend himself, and if the 
charges are proved against him, let him be expelled. 

Such, I believe, is the course pursued in all medical and sur- 
gical societies, and there is less difficulty in proving malpractice 
in dentistry, than in medicine or surgery, as it will always show 
for itself, so long as the tooth stands. One of the principal med- 
icines in the practice of the "steam doctors," is lobelia inflatay or 
Indian tobacco, a powerful and searching emetic, the operation 
of which, when injudiciously administered, often produces fatal 
results ; but we never hear of any medical society pronounc- 
ing the use of this article to be malpractice — on the contrary, 
many eminent physicians believe it to be a valuable therapeutic 
agent when properly administered. 

I would have our society put amalgams, arsenic, kreosote,and 
every other article used in dentistry, upon the same footing. 
Let time correct the abuse of all, as it has that of the file, which, 
not many years since, was often used by quacks for separating 
sound teeth to prevent them from decaying. I do not know of 
a member of our society who is not a good operator and an hon- 
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orable man, worthy to be trusted with any of the above named 
articles. Surely, in this city, those members who have used 
the amalgam, will compare favorably with those who have not. 
Now, if there is one who meets with a tooth which he thinks 
he can fill better with amalgam than with gold, let him use it, 
and take the responsibility. Since the days of Paracelsus there 
have been an abundance of quacks, and the history of medicine 
shows, too plainly, that all prescriptive measures have rather 
increased than lessened their influence. The people soon find 
them out and avoid them ; but when once in our zeal we go 
beyond the truth, in attempting to put them down, the cry of 
persecution will soon create a powerful reaction in their favor. 
If the American Society of Dental Surgeons would suppress 
empiricism in one profession, let it devote all its time and ener- 
gies to a diflfusion of a knowledge of the principles of dentistry 
among all classes of society, and particularly among members 
of the profession ; but let it not waste its strength in domestic 
feuds, nor its amunition in a petty warfare against an enemy 
who will flee like the mists of morning, whenever the light of 
truth and science shall illumine its dark and mischievous hiding 
places. 

CHAS. C. ALLEN, M. D. 



ARTICLE VII. 

Correspondence, 

CincinntUij Esb. 4, 1846. 
Professor Harris, 

Dear Sir :— The class of the Ohio College of Dental 
Surgery, thinking, that a knowledge of the prospect .of a work 
on Dental Pharmacy, from the pen of Prof. Taylor, might be 
interesting to many members of the profession, have instructed 
us^to send the following correspondence for publication, if you 
think proper, in the Dental Journal. , 

Respectfully, yours, 

A. BERRY, 

C. P. VAN HOUTEN, 

C. BRANHAM. 
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Ohio College of Denial Surgery ^ JarCy 6, 1846. 

Professor Taylor, 

Dear Sir : — ^The members of your class having felt the 
want of a work on Dental Pharmacy, and being highly pleased 
with your excellent lectures on that subject, and believing that 
their publication, with those on the mode of making solder, and 
of refining and preparing gold, would supply an important de- 
sideratum in works on dental science, useful, not only to the 
student, but convenient for reference to the practitioner; they 
would, therefore, respectfully suggest to you the propriety of 
furnishing them for the press. 

Please accept, in behalf of your etass, our sentiments of respect 
and esteem. Yours, truly, 

A. BERRY, ^ n * 
C. P. VAN HOUTEN,V ^<>««»»''« 
C. BRANHAM, S ^ ^'^' 



Oincinnaiiy JarCy Gih^ 1846. 

Messrs. Berrt, Van Houten, and Branham, 

Gentlemen:— Tour communication, as a committee of 
the dental class^ has been duly received. It affords me unfeign- 
ed pleasure id know that any portion of my winter's labor has 
been acceptable to the class, aad particularly that portion so 
kindly alluded to in your- note. 

No one can feel the wan^of such a work as that to which you 
allude, more than myself. It has, however, only the more con- 
vinced me of the* fact, that pharmacy has.been too much neglect- 
ed by our profession. 

My lectures, however, on this subject, were prepared without 
any reference to publication, and, in their present form, are not 
properly arranged for the press. 

1 look forward to the time when we shall have small practical 
works on all the different branches of dental science ;. when .the 
library of the dental practitioncir shall contain more than simply 
one or two works on practical dentistry. 
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A work embracing strictly that to which your note alludes, I 
should be glad to see from the hands of some one more capable 
of doing it justice than myself. I shall, however, if circum- 
stances permit, during the coming summer, arrange my notes on 
this subject, that, after the next course of lectures in the Ohio 
College of Dental Surgery, (if their place should not be sup- 
plied,) they can be published. 

Accept, gentlemen, for yourselves, and each member of the 
class you represent, my warm acknowledgments for the unre- 
mitting attention which has been paid, thus far, to my lectures. 

Yours, very respectfully, &c. 

JAS. TAYLOR. 



Collectanea. 

CaleuH (f Ihe JVofoZ Fockb, by M. Dbmarquat. — Calculi of the Dssal 
fossae, which Graaf calls rhinolithes, appear to have been first mentioned id 
1502, by Joseph Mathias de Gardi. Cases of this disease have subsequently 
been given by Thomas Bartholin, 1654; Clander, 1685; Kem, 1700; Vitus 
Reidlinus, 1706; Wepfer,1727; Ruysch,1733; Plater, 1736; Horn, 1788; 
Saviales, 1814; Graff, 1828; Mr. Thouret, 1829; and Sir B. Brodie, {Lan- 
eel Jaly 6,^ 1844. The cases quoted by these authors, M. Demarquay 
ffives at length, and founds on them the following description of the disease: 

Nasal calculi may exist alone, or in variable numbers. They may de- 
yelope themselves on either side, and in the inferior or the superior regions 
of the nasal fossce. It is, however, more especially in the inferior meatus 
that they appear to originate. They may be found in the frontal sinuses, or 
even in the maxillary sinus, and thence pass into the nasal fosss. They 
may completely obstruct the cavities of the nose, incline the septum to one 
side, or even destroy it. Their volume varies from that of a pea, to that of 
a pigeon's egg; their color is black, grey, or white; their surface is uneven, 
and their centre is often constituted by a foreign body, or by the root of an 
incisor tooth. They are formed of the elements which are found in the 
secretions of the nasal fossae, and in the tears, viz. mucus, phosphate of 
lime, and the carbonates of lime and magnesia. 

The causes which give rise to nasal calculi are obscure. Graaf attri- 
butes them to gout, but his own case is the only one in which the gouty dia- 
thesis existed. Chronic inflammation of the nasal fossae, and of the lachry- 
mal gland, appear the most probable causes of this affection. In many 
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cases, the calculas appears to have formed round a foreign body. A cherry- 
scone, for instance, the root of a tooth, or some other substance. The pre- 
sence of one or more calculi in the nasal fossse occasions so little annoyance 
in some as to be scarcely perceived, whilst in other cases the symptoms 
may be sufficiently severe to necessitate surgical interference. The most 
frequent symptoms are, a certain degree of dryness in the affected nostril, 
accompanied by a sensation of obtusion and weight, and by difficulty of 
respiration. Sometimes there is acute pain in the nose or forehead, of either 
a constant or intermitting nature. The inflammation of the surrounding 
parts may become severe, and give rise to an abundant foetid suppuration. 
The nose may become externally deformed. The eye may participate in 
the inflammation, or be bathed with tears, as in fistula lachrymalis. This 
is more especially the case when the calculi form in the inferior meatus. 
On dilating the nostrils, the foreign body is to be recognized. When this 
occurs a metallic sound, or the polypus forceps, should be introduced. The 
characteristic sound produced by their striking against the calculus will at 
once show what is the disease. If situated in the frontal sinuses, or very 
high in the nasal fossae, they may not be recognizable by either of these modes 
of exploration. Calculi thus developed have often remained very long without 
being recognized. Sometimes they have been expelled in a fit of coughing 
or sneezing, but they have generally been extracted by the hand of the sur- 
geon. Nasal calculus has given rise to numerous errors of diagnosis, the 
symptoms which it produces have been attributed to ozaena, to disease of the 
bones of the nose. Sic. Generally speaking, however, it is not difficult for 
a surgeon, who is aware of the existence of such a disease, to recognize its 
presence. 

The first indication to fulfil in the treatment is the extraction of the calcu- 
lus, an operation which it is not always easy to accomplish. The extrac- 
tion may generally be effected with a pair of polypus forceps. It must, 
however, be done with care, owing to the inequality of surface which the 
calculi present. When the calculi have been removed, the surgeon must, 
by an appropriate treatment, combat the inflammatory symptoms to which 
they have given rise. Emollient and astringent injections are often very 
useful. If it is supposed that the presence of the calculi is connected with 
any general diathesis, this must be treated by appropriate remedies. — Hidf- 
yiOfhf Mdract rfJded. Sci. 

Death from jSleoniie. — A melancholy event, which has recently occurred 
to a respected member of our profession, forcibly sets forth the danger, not 
only of those who incautiously undertake the roaDageroeot of severe dis- 
ease existing in their own person, but also of the venturing, without suffi- 
cient care, on the administration of powerful medicinal agents, with the 
operation of which we are but imperfectly acquainted. Dr. Male, of Bir- 
mingham, recently fell a sacrifice to these practices. He had been reading a 
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work in which was recom mended « new and powerful agent (aconite) for 
the removal of deep-seated neuralgic pains, and having been suffering of 
late from an affection of that kind, which had resisted the ordinary meana 
for its removal, he was induced to try upon his person the powers of the 
remedial agent recommended. Not sufficiently mindful of his age, Dr 
Male took the tincture of aconite in doses, the accumulation of which pro- 
duced an alarming depression of the nervous system, from which he was 
ultimately unable to rally, and thus fell a victim to that want of a due ap- 
preciation of the circumstances of his own case, so common, we may add, 
amongst medical men when treating themselves, combined with the ineaa- 
tious use of a powerful drug, with the operation of which he was but im- 
perfectly acquainted. This unfortunate case should prove a warning to 
every medical practitioner, as well in the pursuit of his professional avoca- 
tions, as in inducing him, when himself suffering under serious illness, to 
have recourse to the advice of some brother practitioner.r*PrtwHicia< JIMs- 
eal Jourrud, — Boiicn Med, and Surg. Jmer* 



dainu af the Temperance RefmmuUian. — An uncommonly dignified and 
persuasive address to the people of Massachusetts, on the present condition 
and claims of the temperance reformation, has recently been published by 
the association known as the Massachusetts Temperance Union. Seeing 
upon the title page the names of the President of Williams College, Hon. 
Samuel Hoar, and Dr. Woodward, of Worcester, we were induced to give 
more than ordinary attention to the address. It emanates from a high 
source, and cannot fail to command the respect of all men who love order, 
health and happiness. No class of persons understand the necessity of 
temperance better than physicians, and we feel quite sure that their untiring 
and unflinching efforts will always be in favor of the cause that is doing ao 
much for the moral and physical reformation of those who have loved 
strong drink. — Ibid. 



Materia Mediea in HhyrM. — A warm advocate for the Thomsonian prac- 
tice, has communicated a poem to the Botanico-Medical Recorder, that 
must have been taken with a wry mouth by the editor. However, he evi- 
dently wished to oblige a poet who sings on the major key in praise of a 
system that is invariably lauded in proportion to one's ignorance. Here is 
a 5pecimen. 

*'Botftn]C remedies were designed, 
To heal the body and soothe the mind. 
Let every tonffae and every pen, 
Proclaim the viitiMS bfcayenne. 
Nor will we fear to use it freclv ; 
Nor value leas the good lobelia." 

Ibid. 
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2V J>raharal HiUory and Di$ean$ rf the Human Teeth* By Joseph Fox, 
M. R. C. S. L., Member of the Society of Medicine, Paris; Lecturer on 
Structure and Diseases of the Teeth at Guy's Hospital, &c. -First Ameri- 
can .from the third London Edition, Remodeled, with an Introduction, 
and numerous additions, by Chapim A. Harris, M. D., D. D..S., Pro* 
feasor o( Practical Dentistry, and Dental Pathology, in the Baltimore 
College of Dental Surgery; author of Principles, and Practice of Dental 
Surgery, &c. &c. Illustrated with thirty plates, Philadelphia: Ei>- 
. WARD. B*ARRiirGTbtf and Geo. D. Haskell, 1846, pp. 440. 

We are indebted to the publishers for a copy of the'aboTe wor|^. We 
greatly regret not receiWng it in time, to give it any adequate notice in tlie 
present number of the American Journal of Dental Science. The original 
work of Mr. Fox, has been before the public for niore than forty years, an<j( 
no . commendation from us, wpuld add any thing to the high estimation in 
wftich it haserer been held. Very few, if any dental writers^ havie enjoy- 
ed greater advantages for obtaining correct information updn' most of the 
topics connected with this subject, than has Mr. Fox, and few, certainl^y, hare 
beep mdre successful in imparting the result of his profguiid researches to 
his fellows. His wotk, notwithstanding it has 'been written nearly half 9 
century, is still sought and admired, not only for the valuable information it 
.contains, but, as being one of the best specibiens uf dental literature^ Bui ' 
since Mr. Fox's day, many valuable acquisitions have been made, n6t only* 
in the mechanical, but in the 8cienti6c departipen^ of this useful branch of 
the healing art. Since his tim^,:new facts have be'e.n 'brought to light, new 
principles discovered, old theories demolished, 'and new.ones, more com- 
patible with facts and sound philosophy have'b^n substituted. 

In no department of the dental art, however^ have so great changes been 
wrought as in the mechanical. The accomplished sirrgeon dentist, of 1803/ 
sorfar as the mechanical department is concerned, would now, be but a 
backward student. 

To make, therefore, such a work as that of Mr. Fox*8 well adapted to 
instruct the student in dentistry, at the. present time, many corrections are 
necessary, and many additions are required. And we most heartily rejoice, 
thkt this task has been undertaken by one so well prepared to do the sub- 
ject justice. Than Dr. Harris, no man is better prepared to correct all that 
may need correcting, and to add 6very modern improvement; which could 
in the least enhance its value to the student. And,, so far as we have been 
enabled to examine this work, tVe are prepared to express our belief, that it 
is one which will add new laurels to the many which have' hitherto' been 
justly awarded to him as- a dental writer. . ^ .. ' 

Nor bate the publishers done themselves less credit in executing it, its 
.VOL. VI. — 33 
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typographical neatness and accuracy, and the general good taste displayed 
throughout, do them great credit. 

On the whole, considering the vast amount of practical information it 
contains, the judicious arrangement of its subjects, and last, though not least, 
the great number of valuable engrarings, many of which are not to be met 
with elsewhere, it is a work which we think every dental student, and espe- 
daily practitioner, should possess. The plates alone are worth the price of 
the book. We have no doubt, that should the publishers strike these off with 
their illustrations upon (say five) laige sheets, to be framed and t^ung up in 
the dental offices, that they would meet with a ready sale. We should cer- 
tainly be glad to procure them in this form. We shall take occasion to 
notice this work more at length in the next number of the Journal. W. 

hUndtictory Luturti in (hi Medieai Department of Penmylvania College. 

We have before us the introductories, (in this institution,) to their several 
courses, of Wm. B. Gravt, M. D., Professor of Anatomy, Johh Witt- 
B4KK, M. D., Professor of Midwifery, Wh. DAaaACH, M. £)., Professor of 
Theory and Practice of Medicine, Wasbinotom L. Atjubb, M. D., Profes- 
sor of Chemistry ; and also the introductory of Professor Bbdfobd, of the 
New York University, 

ESach of these gentlemen set forth the peculiar claims and relative impor- 
tance of their respective departments ; and each very properly impresses 
the student with the dignity of his profession, and the necessity of close 
study and high moral action to preserve thb dignity, as well as elevate 
themselves in their profession. 
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Leeho^ei on <^s Openaians qf Surgery, ^e. ^x. By Robert Listor, Esq. 
F. EL S., &c. &c. With numerous additions, by Thos. D. Mutter,M. D., 
Professor of Surgery in Jefferaon Medical College. &c.^c. Philadelphia : 
Lba & Blabokabd, 1846, pp. 565. t 

The high character of all of Mr. Liston's writings, and the extensive prac- 
tical knowledge of the various subjects he treats, render any commenda- 
tion on our part unnecessary ; and the additions by Dr. Mutter render the 
work still more valuable to the American physician and the dentist, by 
embodying the improvements and skill of our own surgeons* 
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Prineiplee if Pathohgieal Jinatomy. By J. Hopb, M. D., F. R. S., Physi- 
cian to the St. Mary-le-Bone Infirmary, &c. &tc. Firet American Edi- 
tion, edited by L. M. Lawsok, M. D., Professor of General and Patholo- 
gical Anatomy and Physiolgy in the Transylvania Univeraity. Philadel- 
phia: LiVDSAT &. BI.AKISTOJI, 1846, pp.424. 

This is a splendid and valuable work, containing no less than two hun- 
dred and sixty beautifully colored plates, illustrating almost every variety of 
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■tractonl change to which the different oigaoB are liaUe. The deaenptioDi 
are clear and brief, the print laige and distinct^ and the whole, in a word, 
presents itself in a most masterly and workmanlike manner. 
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T%e Jhneriam Jowmal <f huanUy. Edited by the Officers of the New York 

State Lunatic Asylum, Utica : and, 
RqHtrt rf the Pentuylwrnia HotpUaifar Hu Jmanet ibr the year 1845. By 

Tbos. S. KiftKBRiDOK, M. D., Physician to the Institution. 

This Journal, together with the Report, all go to show how much the 
condition of that most afflicted and distressing of all classes of disease, the 
poor lunatic, is improved — that all physical restraint and violence are 
nearly if not entirely abolished — ^and that the most kind, humane, persuasive, 
intellectual and moral treatment, is now being every where introduced and 
practiced, and with the happiest results. 
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The Half-Yearly AMraci of the Medical Sciences. Edited by W. H. Rank- 
iNG, M. D., Cantab., Physician to the Suffolk General Hospital. New 
York: J. & H. G. Larolet, for July and December, 1845, pp. 373. 

This Journal contains a practical and analytical digest of all that occurs 
for the previous six mouths, in the different departments of medicine, and 
thereby furnishing much that is useful and desirable for every physician to 
be in possession of. We have before noticed this valuable publication, and 
would again commend it to the dental as well as medical practitioner. 
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ne Soulhem Journal of Medicine and Phafmaey. Edited by J. Lawkshoe 
Smith, M. D., and S. D. Liitklbr, M. D. Vol. 1, No. 1, for January, 
1846, bi*monthly. Charleston, S. C: Bcaobs & Jambs. 

We have received the first number of the above named publication, (jt 
contains one hundred and twenty pages, is neatly printed and ably con 
ducted. The subscription price is four dollars per annum. We should 
suppose such a publication needed in Charleston, and we hope it may have 
an extensive circulation. 
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The JhuUomical Remembrancer, or Conqtlcte Pockel AnaUjmiMt, 8fC. 4"^., 
containing a concise description of the Bones, Ligaments, Muscles, Vis- 
cera, Sic. &c. From the Second London Edition, revised. New York : 
Sam'i. S. & Wm. Wood, 1845, pp. 245. 

This little work is designed to refresh the memory of the student, after 
his dissections and the study of more detailed works on the subject. 
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PreBftvaHm efHuMki Qy Jro. C. WiARRKH, M, Do ^fesspr of Anatomy^ 
.and Saiigery iii Haryard University... Boston :. William D.TicKRoa 
k Co., 1846, pp-^:90. . . . 

This little .Work was originally a lecture before-.the American Institute, 
since which additions haVe been made, and tiie whale published. It coo- 
tains much valuable practical instruction, and iwould^be well to be in every 
family., and carefully read*: and .the most of its precepts, ifpractisedy would 
secure, iu a gteat measure, ihe'.h^th of ithe' Individ uaU^inl .hnpitinity froni 
disease. . i' ' • • . ' * 



ISieiiMiUf of Polftologieol w^inotofhy, illustrated by nume^'ou^ engravings. By 
Samuel D..<jrRQsa, M.' D., Professor of Surgery in the Medical Institute 
of Louisville, late Professor of General Anatomy, Physiology, and Pa- 
thological Anatomy in the Medical Department of the Cincinnati College, 
Suigeon to the Louisville Marine Hospital, &c. &c. Second Edition, 
Ihoroufi^hly revised and greatly enlarged.' Philadelphia : Eb. ^ARiuKUTOK 
and Geo. D. Haswbll, 1845, pp.822. •' 

Dr. Gross, in this work, has endeavored to supply the want, as • he ^ftoti^ 
siders it, of an American production on pathological anatomy, and' the don- 
sequent general and lamentable ignorance of the profession upon this subject. 
The expense and difficulty of procuring' foreign publications, accounts^ no 
doubt, in a great measure, :for deficiency in knowledge jn this department 
of medical scieAce, which, we trust, wilt be obviated by the present publi- 
cation. 

.The Dr« first presents the general principles of the science; then Uikesdp 
the lesions of each organ and tissue, in dividually^*' indicating their anatomi- 
cal characters, and, as far as^hey are known,their dtagnostie signs." 

The work indicates diligence, observation and research. We take great 
pleasure ia commending it to our professional brethren. 



OviUna <f the Arteries and JVerves, with short descriptions. By Johv 
Neill, M. D., Denionstrator of Anatomy in the University of Pennsyl- 
vania, &c. &c^ Philadelphia; BAaaijfGTOK & Haswbll, 1845. 

These two little works, containing colored plates of the difierent parts of 
the arterial and nervous systems, will serve to refresh the mind of the stu- 
dent, afler the study of more extensive works, with dissections, upon the 
subject. They are neatly gotten up, as is, indeed, almost every work brought 
oat by the enterprising publishers. 



1846.] • MiicdlanejffUa Ndiices. 261 

- • ■ • 

• . .. . • .- • ^ - .. . . • • . . •• , 

BoUimore College of JDeatal Sjirg-ert/. — ^The annual commeaceqient of 

this insiiluliott for conferring (he degree of Doctor. of Dental Sqrgery^ w«ia 
held on the evening of iB^'ehruary 17th ult. in the presence of a ctowdedM- 
dience. *• * • . ' \ * 

: The exerdses were opefned with prayer by the Rev. Df. Dofsey^ after 
which the band played a tune. When; commenced the .interesting peremony 
of conferring the degree, whicb was done by the Dean of the Faculty, Gall- 
ing up in alphabetical carder the several students who' were to receive this 
honor — When after announcing the states ai^d couafies of eaph one's resi- 
dence, together with the subject matter of their several theses, the author- 
ity for conferring the degree was then r^ad, after which the diploma of the 
college was presented to each by Dr. John Harris. . 

Music again enlivening the scene^ — Prof. C. A. Harris then rose and ad- 
dressed the graduates ip reference to the new theatre of action upon which 
they were about to embark, aiid wained them of the responsibilities, duties, 
and obligations which would constantly claim their attention. 

After the address, Mr. Olarksen, one of the graduating class^ arose, and 
In behalf of his fellow graduates and the dental class, returned their thanks 
to-the Faculty for their • unremitted efforts to instruct them in the several 
branches of dental science, together with the kindness and attention uniformly 
extended to them. 

There were nine received the degree — the largest number since thp foun- 
dation of the college, and it may not be uninteresting to state here the names 
of the several graduates, with their residence and ^ses. They are as fol- 
lows, viz. 
. Wilkes Allen, Massachusetts ; Diseases of the Maxillary Sinus. 

Stephen Parsons, Georgia ; on the Extraction of Teeth. 

K. P. Burroughs, Canada ; Morbid Effects of Diseased Teeth. 

R. W. Clarkson, N. Jersey ; Healthy and Morbid Sympathy. 

Wm. F. Bason, N. Carolina; Preservation of the Temporary Teeth. 

A. Baldwin, M. D., Alabama ; Constitutional Effects of Diseased Teeth. 

J. W. Neil, London; Morbid Effects of Diseased Teeth and Qums. 

V. M. Swazb, N. Jewey; on the Extraction of Teeth. 

John Looxb, Pennsylvania; on Filling Teeth. 



J^edico-DenUd Education, — ^The importance of medico-dental education 
cannot be too strongly impressed upon the mind of the dental practitioner 
and student or individual, who may expect to engage in this department of 
practice. We mean that every dentist who is now in practice, or who 
hereafter expects to enter upon th^ practice, should combine the study of 
general medicine with his dental knowledge— embracing, at least, the study 
of anatomy, physiology and pathology. 
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Without this preparatory measure, we insist upon it, he cannot advance 
either the respectability of himself or permanently add to his own reputm- 
tion, skill, or success, much less enhance the honor of the profession or 
contribute^ in any very great measure, to relieving the sufferings of mankinds 
or protecting men from the wholesale quackery to which they are daily ex- 
posed. 

Dr. Amott very justly as well as beautifully remarks, that, "no man can 
well understand a subject of which he does not carry a distinct outline in 
his mind," both of the ''synopsis, analysis, chapters and sections. 

The synopsis gives a general view of the subject, like what a traveller 
obtains of a new country from a lofty central peak commanding <he whole. 
The analysis gives a view of one division like what the traveller has of a 
portion of the country from a lower summit." 

While the chapters and sections direct attention to ''single vallies or fields 
in the wide and beautiful domain of nature;" so with the study of dentistry, 
the student, if he wishes to obtain most complete mastery over his profession 
— to acquire the greatest amount of skill, success and reputation, to advance 
the dignity of his calling, and give the greatest possible security to the health 
and lives of his fellows. 

To accomplish all this, we say it is indispensable that be should ascend 
this lofly peak and take a general view of the whole subject, as properly 
embraced and comprehended in the science and art of dental surgery, that 
then and not till then can he or should he be prepared to enter upon any smaller 
department of examination or practice ; for, from this lower summit it is 
impossible he can view this smaller division in all its various relations, and, 
without which knowledge, he cannot understand it fully, much less can he 
practice either safely or successfully. 

This leads us to notice an error, of no common magnitude among den- 
tists, as well as among the people at large, to wit : that the teeth are viewed 
as so many foreign bodies, placed in the upper and lower jaws — that they 
have little or no connection with the rest of the system, and hence that 
any body, it matters very little whether he be a shoemaker or blacksmith, so 
that he can handle a tool, is sufficiently competent to extract a tooth. 
This may provoke a smile, but we are serious when we say that such a 
sentiment is by far too prevalent. 

The object of these remarks is, if possible, to correct such a notion, and 
did time permit, it could very easily be shown that the teeth, instead of be- 
ing foreign bodies and having no relationship with the rest of the system, 
have, on the contrary, the most direct, positive, intimate and inseparable 
connection with many, if not all the organs of the body. 

Hence, we find and daily witness the closest sympathy of action and re- 
action between the teeth and the rest of the system. 

Who has not seen the tender infant thrown into convulsions from teeth- 
ing? There is a relation 'between the fifth pair of nerves and the brain, and 
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tfarough the brain, with the muscular system* Anatomy and physiology 
discloses this fact. 

Who does not know that diguHon is impaired by decayed teeth ? and 
the crowns of the teeth destroyed by faulty digestion ? showing the connec- 
tions between the dental oiganism and the stomach and intestines, liver, 
&c. &C. 

This will suffice for the present to draw attention, and we hope sufficient 
attention, to this subject, that all, and especially dentists, will examine k 
cloaely, and we haytf no fear but that the result will be salutary, both 
in the elevation of the profession and the pulling down of quackery. 

We are happy to say that many noble efforts have been made and aie 
making, both by states and individuals, for the accomplishment of thia 
praiseworthy object. 



%^a0*0t0^^t^t0^0^0t0^0^^i^i0^^t^^um^>0a^am^t0^^0^0^^^0m>mmt m ,mm^0t0^^^^^ x»»»»»#^^»^^i^»^^*^ 



of the Jownud. — ^It has hitherto been deemed policy to have 
the editors of the American Journal of Dental Science located in different 
parts of the country, and there are some good reasons why this should be 
so ; although there are some objections to it. The time and attention which 
each of the editors has necessarily expended upon this publication, have 
hitherto been almost purely a donation to the society, and the interests of 
the profession, and it cannot, therefore, be expected that all other business 
could be laid aside to prepare articles for its pages. This not only accounts 
for the delay which has sometimes occurred in issuing it promptly, but con- 
nected with the fact that but one of the editors resides where the Journal is 
published, it serves also to account for errors which could be avoided, did 
each read his own proof. 

This remark is particularly true as applied to the two articles which we 
furnished for the last Journal — the one upon the use of arsenic, and the 
other pertaining to the resolutions of the American Society, relative to the 
use of amalgams, &c. 

We did not intend, until this number was nearly due, to furnish any thing 
for it At this time we read a letter from Dr. Harris, advising us that his 
other engagements were such that he should expect us to prepare and send 
on immediately, one or more articles. This, at a very late date, we accom* 
plished, but not in time to hare the Journal issued when due, much less to 
enable us to get a proof of these articles. They were, therefore, both pub- 
lished as they best could be, without the manuscript even being copied, or 
any proof (by us at least) being read. We do not intend by these remarks, 
to cast any reflections upon the printer, as they were more or less cut up 
with interlineations and oblUerationM, but simply to account for, if not ex- 
cuse, several errors which appeared in them. 

A very striking example will be found on page 1 19, 13th line from bottom, 
where the word viftamed is used for iminflamed. 
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« 

On page* 169, 5th line from top, the. wbrd. faUh, should be parr. On the 
same page, 10th. line from top, the word htnoevar should be. inserted betweea 
the words case$ and than. 2ist line from ttfp, the word them should" be 
iheir. In the 1 Ith line from bottom, same page, the word objedtiau should 
be ohjeeion. On page 171, the proper name written Proeoites, is referred to 
the bottom of the page, and its drlhbgraphy changed. Although this change 
was made in the manuscript, it was by no means intended for publication 
in this way. In looking over the manuscript hastily, this word struck our 
attention,- and it was thus referred tp the bottom of the page, with a query, 
to call Dr. Harris^ attention to it, on whom we have generally relied to read 
the proof, he being on the spot, and baring the immediate supenrision of 

the Jpumal. 

•We can only say, fn reference to this change,. that we regret its occur- 
rence in the Journal, and trust that our explanatioii will be satisfactory to 
the gentleman in whose writing it occurred. Page* 178, 17th line from bot- 
tom there is a typographical error in the word intended for Malhm. Had 
any of the above inaccuracies had reference to any but t>urself, we should 
not have ndticed them specially. W. . 



Report tf ComimUUe, (^pointed to visit Members of A, 8. D, S. inJSTew 
Yark'^-We are requested to state thi^t when this committee called on A. -W. 
Brown, Dentist, of Park Place, that he l^tated that he never had used a' par' 
tiele (famalgoM in any way for denial pwrpoUs, and n^er toovld,- but dill not 
wish to sign a pledge not to do so. In the report; as published, Mr. B. is 
represented as stating that he was in tfie^abit of using it, and as objecting to 
sign a pledge not to do so. We regret this error in the report of the com- 
mitt^, and areiure it was unintentional on their -part. 



ineorrtqdib^'1^th.-^\i the last meeting of the American Institute, l^eld 
in the city of N^w York, a gold medal was awarded to Dr. James Atcock 
for the best specimens of incorruptible teeth, exhibited on the occasion. 
The ^ teeth manufactured by Dr. A. are now becoming 'too well known to 
require such jecommeodation, to secure for them the confidence of the pro- 
fession. • 



Omitted Article. — We regret^ exce^edin^ly, that we are prevented by 
want of room, from copying from the Medical Examiner^ the report of a 
very interesting case from Dr. H. We had intended to have copied it in 
the last number. It shaU app^ar^ however, in otU Aezt.. 
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ARTICLE I. 

» 

Dr. G C. AUen?s Letter in Reply to our Remarks in Vol 6, 
No. 2y upon the ^^Resolutions of the American Society of 
Dental Surgeons j in Relation to the Use of Amalgams for 
Filling Teeth. 

We have been long wishing to hear through the Journal, from 
some of those who take exceptions to the action of the Society, 
upon this subject, and we are certainly glad that as clever a man 
as is our correspondent, has volunteered to set forth the objec- 
tions to the views and action of the Society, and to defend the 
position taken by those who dissent from these views and the 
corresponding action. Few men would have managed this 
subject more adroitly, or come nearer to making a good case out 
of a bad one. 

Such is the ingenuity displayed, and so fiuscinating is his 
style, that its first reading well nigh forced us to conclude we 
had hitherto been in error upon this subject But we were not 
quite willing hastily to relinquish views long entertained. We 
therefore gave it a second and more careful reading, and, al- 
though we lost none of our admiration for the style and temper 
in which it was written, yet we discovered much more from 
which we feel bound to dissent 

This subject has already occupied so much space in the 
Journal, that we feel somewhat reluctant cither to tax its pages 
VOL. VI. — 34 
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or our subscribers with its farther discussion ; yet as the forth- 
coming number immediately precedes the next annual meeting 
of the Society, at which we hope this subject will be finally dis- 
posed of, we shall embrace this opportunity to notice briefly 
some of the positions taken by Dr. Allen, in the letter aboire 
alluded to, in behalf of himself and friends. 

His very first position, and one upon which his whole argu- 
ment rests, is a position from which we beg leave most unquali- 
fiedly to dissent. We cannot, indeed, refrain from expressing 
our unmixed surprise, that any one could take this position, 
after all that has been said and written upon this subject He 
says, "First let me inquire what was the ground upon which 
the American Society of Denial Surgeons first took their action 
against amalgams?^' The doctor answers his own question, by 
first telling us what was not the ground, and secondly, by in- 
forming us what it was. "It was tio/," he affirms, "that a ma- 
jority believed that amalgams were, in all, or in a very large 
proportion of cases, in which they are carefully used, productive 
of bad results, either to the teeth or the constitution"* • • *. 
Secondly, he informs us in relation to the ground upon which 
the Society did take up arms against amalgams for plugging 
teeth. His language is as follows : "they," (the Society,) "had 
seen that there was a large class of men in the country, calling 
themselves dentists, who, either through ignorance or empiri- 
cism, were using and recommending amalgams, as better than 
gold, or tin, in cases where only gold was admissible, and that 
these men were doing great injury to their patients, and bringing 
reproach upon the dental science, and upon all practicing den- 
tists, the honest and intelligent, as well as the ignoramus and 
the empiric. It was a measure of self-defence — ^they saw that, 
as a whole, taking the operations of the good and the bad to- 
gether, the amalgam was doing infinitely more hurt in the hands 
of the latter, than good in those of the former, and like the re- 
formers in the noble cause of temperance, they resolved that 
henceforward they would have nothing to do with it." 

These very extraordinary assertions in relation to the doc- 
trines held by the American Society, relative to the use of amal- 
gams, at the time, and since their first action in regard to them. 
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is to us, we confess, a piece of information. Wc had supposed 
that we had kept pace somewhat with the doings of this body, 
but if Dr. Allen informs us correctly, we are altogether in the 
back ground. Not only so, but if the doctrines of the Society 
are in fact as they are set forth by the gentleman above named, 
we shall not only agree with him in the opinion that "the So- 
ciety have transcended their powers,'' in this prohibitory act, 
but they have overleaped the -bounds of common sense and 
common prudence. But before coming to so rash a conclusion, 
let us examine the sentiments which have been from time to 
time expressed by the Society, and which, unfortunately for 
Dr. Allen's position, have been duly recorded. 

The first specific action or expression of sentiments of the 
Society we find recorded upon this subject, are embodied in a 
resolution passed at their annual meeting, held in Philadelphia, 
Aug. 1841, and is as follows : "The committee, Drs. B. Parmly, 
B. Baker, S. Brown, C. A. Harris and J. Parmly, to whom the 
duty of reporting on the use of lithodeon, mineral paste, and all 
other substances of which mercury is an ingredient, for stopping 
teeth, reported, that the use of all such articles are httrtful both 
to the teeth and every part of the month, and that there was no 
tooth in which caries in it could be arrested, and the organ ren- 
dered serviceable by being filled, in which gold could not be 
employed. The report was unanimoushj adopted by the Socie- 
ty.^^ Now it strikes us that this resolution does not tally very 
w«U with the statements above quoted from Dr. Allen's letter. 
The above resolution most clearly and most wiqualifiedly sets 
forth a two-fold Objectioh to this article being ever erriployed by 
any one. First, tlie resolution declares the article "hurtful both 
to the teeth and every part of the mouth ;" and secondly, that 
no exigency can occur, where its tise is demanded, or "where 
gold could not be used." 

Again, in Aug. 1843, the Society unanimously declarje "the 
use of mineral paste, in pluggingcarious teeth', to be malprac- 
tice.^^ These very sentiments were again repeated, more strongly 
if possible^ at the annual meeting in 1844 and in '45, and in 
every, case these sentiments were adopted, unitnimously and 
without qual^lcation. 
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How Dr. Allen can, then, in the <<face and eyes*' of this re- 
coid, declare that the Society did not take action against amal- 
gams on the ground of believing them hurtful in all or in a very 
large proportion of cases, we cannot readily see. 

But he informs us, secondly, that the Society did set their 
fitces against it because it was used by many who did so through 
^^ignorance or empiricism," and because it was doing more 
harm in the hands of the empiric, than good in the hands of 
the judicious practitioner. Although, after quoting the above 
resolutions of the Society, nothing more need be said to show 
that the reasons assigned by Dr. Allen, for the action of the 
Society against amalgams, are not the true ones, yet we will for 
a moment suppose them such, and examine some of the conclu- 
sions which .must inevitably follow. We fear that Dr. Allen 
himself would shrink from many of the consequences of his 
own suppositions. For a Society to proscribe any article, simply 
because it does more mischief in the hands of quacks, than 
good in the hands of an opposite class, would be the height of 
absurdity, and proof positive that such a Society was incapable 
of bettering any cause, however good their intentions. 

On such a supposition, well may Dr. Allen suppose that"/06e- 
Ka inJkUa^^ would be unjustly condemned and proscribed, as a 
noxious weed. The fact is, that proscription based upon such 
grounds, would strike from the materia medica every powerful 
remedy which now has a place there. '< Lobelia" would by no 
means occupy a front rank in the march to exile. It can hardly 
be doubted that even at the present time, when the science of 
dentistry has been brought, in many of its departments, well 
nigh to perfection, a time when dental surgery can boast of 
scattering blessings on every hand, that more misery is caused 
by ioi/ operations, than there is benefit conferred by good oneB* 
Dentistry might therefore, in one sense, be regarded as a posi- 
tive evil, and on Dr. Allen's supposition, it would be just as 
reasonable for a Society to proscribe the whole practice as fnal- 
practice, as on his supposition to claim they had condemned a 
single item, on the selfsame principle. 

We therefore assert, without fear of contradiction, that neither 
our correspondent, nor anyone else, can find a single paragraph 
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or sentence on record, which will for a moment countenance 
the supposition that the American Society of Dental Surgeons 
condemned and proscribed amalgams, on any other supposition 
than that their tendency is uniformly prejudicial both to the 
teeth and mouth — that they cannot, as has been clearly demon- 
strated, be eflSlcient in arresting decay — that they are never 
called for by any exigency whatever, and that they are liable, 
under peculiar circumstances, (which no man can foresee,) to 
produce dangerous and even fiital results.^ We say, then, that 
they have never, as a body, recognized any ^^judicious use^' of 
amalgams. 

Any other supposition is not only contrary to every record 
upon this subject, but is wholly incompaiiUe with their action in 
respect to it. Nor have they recognized any class of cases, 
which its advocates denominate ^^certain caseSj** as constituting 
an exception to their sentiments in regard to amalgams. We 
know a man of some repute, who claims that Ae only uses amal- 
gams in ^^certain cases." We have in our possession drawings 
of several mouths as left by him. One of them may be thus 
described : On the under jaw, this patient had lost the crowns 
of the first and second molars on the left side ; the roots of each 
remained. In the anterior side of the third molar, and also the 
posterior side of the second bicuspid, were very large cavities. 
Not only were these cavities filled with amalgam, but also the 
intermediate space, to a level with the tops of the teeth on either 
side, making a perfect wall, bounded on the one end by the 
sapient, and on the other by the second bicuspid, and resting on 
the gum, and the end of the fangs of the first and second molars. 
The cement had remained in this situation some three or four 
weeks, when we were consulted in respect to the case. At this 
time, extensive ulceration had occurred in the adjacent soft 
parts, and a very copious discharge of offensive pus was con- 
stantly going on. But we have described this case sufficiently 
for our purpose. The operator who placed this cement in this 
situation, claimed and still claims that he only uses paste ^^in 

* For proof of each of these positioos, see an article in the Journal, Vol. 4, 
No. 3, p. 175, &c. 
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certain cases,'' and we are inclined to believe him, if this phrase 
is to be placed in contra-distinction to t/ncertain cases, for surely 
there was no uncertainty connected with it. We do not intro- 
duce this case, however, intending to carry the idea that this is 
the practice of all who use amalgams, but simply to show, that 
should a Society prohibit its use ^^except in certain cases," it 
would be no prohibition whatever — ^nay, it would be nothing 
less than a perfect burlesque. 

We might here safely close our review of Dr. Allen's letter, 
as nearly all his subsequent remarks and inferences are inti- 
mately connected with, and mainly depend upon his first posi- 
tion, which we have shown not to be founded on fiicts, nor on 
even a reasonable hypothecs. But as his communication notices 
several objection's to the proceedings of the Society, which have 
been also urged by others, and probably will be, by all who re- 
fuse to comply with the requirements of the Society, we shall 
give them a passing notice. We will next notice Dr. Allen's 
great surprise on receiving the protest of the Society. He says, 
*^just as we were congratulating ourselves upon the restoration 
of harmony among the different members, lo! its ghost ap- 
peared in the form of a protest." Was this an unlocked for 
document? It certainly is to be presumed that Dr. A. knew 
what action was taken upon this subject by the Society, at the 
last meeting. He was present tnore or less during the session ; 
and it would be unreasonable to suppose that he did not learn 
the result of the deliberation, after taking a deep interest in the 
subject If so, he must have known that certain resolutions 
were passed upon this subject, and among others, one which 
stated definitely, that such a circular should be issued by the 
Society, and sent .to every member for his signature. It direct- 
ed <<that the recording secretary be requested at the same time 
to transmit to the several members as aforesaid j a printed pro- 
test or cettificate^ in accordance with the above named resolu- 
turns j^^ &c. 

Now, on the suppoisition that Dr. A. knew what resolutions 
were passed at this meeting, we are constrained to conclude 
that he not only expected* that a certificate would be presented, 
for his signature, but that he also must have known precisely 
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what kind of a certificate this would be, viz. one in accordance 
with the resolutions, which were in every particular most expli- 
cit . But we are not wholly left to conjecture upon this point. 
In a note to Dr. A's letter, he informs us that three, viz. John 
Lovejoy, Geo. E. Hawes and Chas. C. Allen, communicated to 
the Society their intention to discontinue its use for' the future, 
and speaks of the circumstance that these communications were 
not published with the transactions of the Society, as ^<mani- 
festly unfair." We will now correct this oversight as &r as 
possible, by giving these communications a place here. We 
shall learn, moreover, from Dr. Allen's communication on this 
occasion, that he was by no means ignorant of the deliberations 
of the Society upon this subject. His letter reads as follows : 

**Mr. President, and Memben of the American Society ofDenUd SurgeonM : 

^^When first I learned that for the purpose of suppressing 
malpractice in dentistry, this Society had decided that each and 
every member should pledge himself^ by his signatwre^ not to use 
the amalgam upon the teethy in any case whatever, I did not see 
how I could consistently comply with the requisition, for the 
following reasons : 

<<lst I considered it unwise and arbitrary for this Society to 
pass a resolution that a certain course, which many of its mem- 
bers were pursuing, was malpractice, and disciplining those 
members, without proving that injury had been done to their 
patients by such practice. 

<'2d. From circumstances which had come to my knowledge, 
it appeared to me like exposing the quarrels of some members 
of the Society, who had to contend with rivals who were in 
the practice of using this proscribed article, which, if true, I 
considered incompatible with the high and dignified stand 
which I wished this Society to take. 

<<3d. I could not but consider it an unwarrantable attack upon 
the practice of many members of the Society, who were honestly 
using the amalgam for the benefit of their patients. 

<<4th. I doubted if it would produce the desired effect — that 
of suppressing quackery and imposture — and feared that the 
many educated and honest dentists, not members of the Society, 
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who are daily using the mercuiy and silver, would plead to 
'their patients, and at the bar of public opinion, which I have 
always thought was in (avor of a limited use of the amalgam, 
that the American Society of Dental Surgeons was proscribing 
and persecuting them, because they would not become mem- 
bers, and submit to be dictated to by the Society. 

^^5th. I had myself used the article for more than eight years, 
never from choice, but only when I could use neither gold nor 
tin; in all these cases I had used it experimentally, watching 
the effect of the operation with great care, and I can now truly 
say, that I have never seen any bad effects result fiom its use, 
which I have not seen from the use of both gold and tin ; but 
that, in many cases, it has preserved the teeth, strengthening 
and making them useful organs of mastication for many years. 
Entertaining these views, I felt exceedingly unwilling to aban- 
don the use of the amalgam ; but as many of the members of 
this Society, who have used this article more than I have, and 
for whose opinion I have the highest regard, have decided to 
use it no more, and as I do not wish to impose the slightest ob- 
stacle to the success, union and harmony of the Society, I 
cheerfully consent to do the same, hoping that all the members 
will feel the importance of making mutual concession, if they 
would be a happy, useful and prosperous Society. 

"Very respectfully, 

CHAS. O. ALLEN.*» 

The following is the communication referred to, from John 
Lovejoy : 

**BrQih»n tfihe Jimenemi Sodeiy (if Denial Sutgeam: 

I was present this morning, when the letter of our worthy 
brother Dr. Allen was read. It contains exactly my views in re- 
lation to cement and its use. I, with him, hereby cheerfully 
say, that I will henceforth use it not— not because I consider its 
use, under all circumstances, malpractice, but because I consi- 
der it my duty to make concessions to the honest views and 
desires of a majority of my brothers of the Society, and to give 
greater efficiency to its acts. Be assured, my brothers, that I 
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have none but the kindest feelings towards every member. My 
heart and hand shall go with you. 

[Signed,] JOHN LOVEJOY." 

"N<w YoEX, m Jiug., 1845."* 

Next in order, Dr. Allen calls in question the constitutionality 
of this act of the Society, and in doing this, he certainly starts 
with a very fair proposition — one which he may, not only with 
a great deal of assurance, but with no less of reason, presume 
that no one will deny. To all his deductions, however, we 
are not quite so well prepared to yield a ready assent. He says, 
^^1 presume it will not be denied by any member of our Society, 
that the first law of our association, under which it was formed, 
and without which it could not well exist, is the constitution^ 
and that all the provisions contained therein are inviolate, and 
cannot be changed, except in the manner prescribed therein.'' 
^*If this proposition be true," he adds, "then it follows that no 
resolution passed by a majority, I care not how large, is of any 
binding force upon the members, if the principle contained in 
the said resolution conflicts with ih^ principles laid down in the 
constitution." This we fully grant, and shall take the liberty 
to add another deduction, which wepresume will not be denied 
by any member of the Society, viz. any resolution passed by 
the Society, not cotiflictifig with the spirit and "true intent" of 
the constitution, is constitutional, and is of binding force upon 
every member. 

Now the formation and existence of any association necessa- 
rily implies an object or a main end to be gained. The consti- 
tution of such society, including its preamble, is merely to set 
forth such object and embody such general rules and precepts 
as shall govern such society in securing such object An asso- 
ciation may, it is true, have secondary purposes, but these must 
be collateral and tributary to the main end — certainly they must 
not conflict with it We may illustrate our proposition by fa- 
miliar cases. For example, a religious association might pro- 
perly deny membership to one who was intemperate, for the 
very obvious reason that intemperance conflicts with the object 

• Dr. Hawes' letter is not in oar possession. 
▼OL. VI. — 35 
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of the association ; bat, on the other hand, a temperance associa- 
tion could not, with any show of justice, return the compliment, 
for the simple reason that, although there can be no higher ob- 
ject than the promotion of true religion, yet it is not esseniial to 
temperance. Nor could either society refuse membership to a 
man, in other respects eligible, on account of his political faith. 
Nor is it necessary that these specific cases be mentioned in 
the constitution of the society, or creed of the church, 'tis enough 
that the transaction harmonizes with their spirit and intenC 
Let us now inquire, what is the main object or end of the 
American Society of Dental Surgeons, and whether their action 
upon the subject of amalgams is at variance with their preroga- 
tives, according to the true intent of the constitution. If it is, 
then have the Society ^'transcended their powers ;" but if not, 
their measures are constitutional. 

The object which this association had in view at the time of 
its formation, and which of course remains the same, is distinctly 
set forth in the preamble p the constitution. This, after enu- 
merating several important aims, sums up the whole, both as to 
the ob;eci and the manner of attaining that object, in the follow- 
ing brief but explicit language, viz. the object is, <<in fine, to 
give chourcLcter and respectability to the pro/essiQUyby establishing 
a line of distinction between the truly meritorious and skilful^ 
and such as riot iti the ill-gotten fruit of unblushing impudence 
and empiricism^ We have only now to inquire whether fel- 
lowshiping those who persist in a practice which the Society 
have declared, time and again, to be unqualifiedly fiKiApmctice, 
would be in accordance with the object as above set forth ; or 
rather, whether it would not be in direct violation of that object 

But we are very gravely told, that the Society have no right 
to condemn any practice, <*tt priori^^ as malpractice ; that it 
"would establish a precedent fraught with innumerable evils.*^ 
Our'correspondent greatly fears that if the Society condemn the 
use of mineral paste, "a priorij^^ and expel members for this 
practice, that "another batch will probably be expelled, when- 
ever the Society, see fit to correct the abiise of arsenic^'«— "the 
turnkey ,'* &c. Now to such logic we think there is a two-fold 
objection. That a society, whose miain end is to correct abuses 
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eonnected with ,the dental profession^ should be denied their 
prerogative to correct one abuse, because it would be establish* 
ing such a precedent as would require them to attack a second , 
and a third, is a doctrine new and peculiar, to say the least 
For our own part, when the proof is as clear that '^arsenic," "the 
turnkey," "kreosote," or any other article, is never called for, is 
never efficient in accomplishing the end for which it is used, is 
uniformly bad in its tendency, and liable, moreover, to produce 
dangerous results in the hands of any practitioner, as it is rela- 
tive to these objectionable features of amalgams, then we shall 
certainly give our vote, not only to condemn them, but to expel 
such members of the Society as persist in their employment 

But we are still of the opinion, that the Society have a righi 
to condemn a practice on good evidence, notwithstanding "our 
friend, the doctor," thinks the constitution expressly "secures to 
each member the right to advocate any principle or sentiment 
connected with dentistry." The following quotation from the 
preamble, he makes to justify this conclusion, viz. "that one of 
the objects of the American Society of Dental Surgeons is to 
advance the science (of dentistry) by free conununication and 
interchange of sentiments," d&c. Here the preamble very clearly 
presents the main end, the advancement of the science of dentistry^ 
and it as clearly sets forth the object of this'^yree comnwnicatian^^ 
which is to secure the attainment of this main end. Now we 
inquire whether it is probable that the framers of this instrument 
anticipated the doctrine Dr. Allen contends for, as coming ap* 
propriately under .the provision which he quotes. Did any 
individual ever advaiice the science of dentistry , by contending 
that mineral paste might, under any circumstances be used 
for filling carious teeth ? Or has any one "advanced tlie sci- 
ence," by the use of this "untempered mortar?" If this is the 
way to advance the science, or it can be shown that a practice 
requiring less skill to command it fully- than that possessed by 
a common mason, and bad in its every tendency, ever added 
any ^^haracter or respectability to the profession," then we will 
cheerfully concede the ground that the constitution does secure 
lo.all the privilege not only to advocate^ but to %Ase mercurial 
paste, to any extent that any member may please ; but till then 
we shall subscribe to no such doctrine. 
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Most trnly would it be wrong and arbitrary to suppress light 
upon any subject, before its real merits and demerits were fully 
exhibited. The constitution justifies no such doctrine, nor have 
the Society attempted to enforce any such sentiment No man 
can claim that this subject has not been fully open for discus- 
sion ; indeed, it has occupied already more pages of the Journal 
than any other subject The same is true of it, as connected with 
our annual meetings. But a time arrived when its merits were 
deemed no longer worthy of discussion. It was decided that 
the time and attention of the Society devoted to this subject was 
wasted, after the practice in question was, on satisfactory evi- 
dence, condemned. The only remaining question, so far as the 
Society was concerned, was how to dispose of it, or rather how 
to free their ranks from its contaminating influence. This they 
decided to do by issuing the circular alhided to. Now it is a 
curious fact connected with the history of this matter, that not- 
withstanding this practice was attacked on all hands, and its 
deformities feithfully shown up, year after year, yet not an 
advocate appeared to defend it, till after the passage of such a 
law as necessarily compelled its members either to abandon it, 
or leave the Society. And it is more curious still, that notwith- 
standing every member who did actutMy use this article for 
dental purposes, by the Society stood charged with malpractice, 
year after year, yet not a single member, to our knowledge, 
made the least resistance to this nma ^'arbitrary'' decision and 
charge, till matters were so arranged that every member was 
compelled to take a stand. But no sooner did the Society 
decide that the house should be divided, and adopt measures 
which required each member either to abandon mineral paste 
or relinquish his membership, than the hue and cry was raised 
of persecution, of its being an unconstitutional condemnation. 
But it seems to us, that such objections, at this late day, based 
on the pretence that it is attempting to enforce a <'gag-law," by 
denying the right of that <^free communication" which is claimed 
to be gauranteed by the constitution, is the height of absurdity. 
It would be just as reasonable for a member of the legislature 
to complain that the passage of any given law was unconstUu- 
iionalf because they did not leave it open for discussion, after it 



1846.] Review of Efr. AUerCs Letter. ZH 

had became a law. It is an eld saying, that ^Hhere is a time for 
all things" — a time to discuss a law, a time to enact it, and a 
time to execute it, and we consider the resolutions passed 
by the American Society, during its last session, as in their 
nature and tendency wholly executory. Now it seems to us, 
that if those whose right it was, have foiled both during the dis- 
cussion and during the action upon it, to dissent from any law, 
that it is not a time to complain of it after it has become a law, 
and is being executed, especially on the ground that it should 
be still open for discussion. This would indeed, as applied to 
the question raised by the advocates of mineral paste, be an 
accommodating feature, as it would leave them free to use it 
while a discussion would be perpetually kept open. The un- 
pleasant alternative of either abandoning the practice or mem- 
bership would never be enforced. But this principle, ajq>lied 
to our civil laws, would, as all must see, be equivalent to abolish- 
ing all law. Deny the right to execute laws, and you may, 
with equal sarely, dismiss our legislators, and make a bonfire of 
our statute books. But to return to our examination of facts 
and circumstances connected with the transactions of the 
Society. 

Is it in any sense fair to presume that it is construing the 
constitution according to its "true intent," by giving it a con* 
struction which makes it sanction, nay, recommend, a practice 
or its advocacy, which the Society, including those who framed 
the constitution, have, time and again, declared to be mal- 
practice? Have the American Society of Dental Surgeons been 
so weak, or so far destitute of sagacity, as to adopt a constitution 
necessarily conflicting with the attainment of one of its chief 
objects? And we here repeat what Dr. A. objects to in our 
former communication, that the decision of the Society, in re- 
spect to this practice, viz. that it is malpractice, "every mem- 
ber was as much bound to adopt as any precept either in the 
constitution or by-laws." And why? because it involved a 
principle necessary to be sustained, in order that the Society 
might secure one of their most prominent objects — ^the suj^res- 
sion of quackery. Is not every member bound to assist in car- 
rying out the eifje^ of the Society ? To subvert this positioiif, 
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Dr. A. reasons thus : <<Now suppose a resolutioa were Id be 
passed by the Society, that in its opinion hereafter the Society 
had better meet every year at Baltimore, instead of New York, 
and that one of you gentlemen, being a northern man, should 
vote in the negative, would you be as much bound to adopt this 
apiniotij as any precept in either the constitution or by-laws 7" 
We answer, no, by no means. There is an entire want of 
parallelism in the two cases. The one embraces a doctrine 
necessarily connected with, and involving the security of the 
main ends of the Society ; the other has nothing whatever to 
do with them. When Dr. A. will show us that for the Society 
to meet at any given place is requisite, in order to secure the 
plainly avowed objects of the Society, then will we assent to his 
logic, and shall, moreover, contend that this would create a bond 
upon each member. Dr. A's next position, relative to the rights 
of a member of a church, in respect to his views upon the use of 
wine at the communion table, may be disposed of in the same 
way. There is no parallel between expelling a member of the 
American Society of Dental Surgeons, for a practice never in 
good repute, and excommunicating a member of a church, for a 
belief based on sacred writ Indeed, the question, so far as our 
acquaintance extends, has never been, whether wine, in the 
ancient meaning of the term, should be proscribed, but simply 
whether our manufactured article, called wioe, was a fit euisU- 
iuie for the juice of the grape — ^the article which was undoubt- 
edly originally used and sanctioned by scripture. 

But let us ei^amine this doctrine of condemning a practice 
<'a priorij^ in another light. Would a legislature have a right 
to condemn it, and to pass a law, making the use of this article 
for dental purposes a penal offence? We think no one will 
deny such a right to the legislature. We will suppose, then, 
such a law to be in effect, and an individual was accused of the 
offence, we ask, what would be the inquiry instituted? wouhl 
it be how much damage had been done, or rether would it not 
be simply whether the individual was guilty or innocent? The 
former question could only come up as a measure of the pun- 
ishment, but punished he must be to the minimum limit, with- 
ottl any reference to such an investigation. Now there are 
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8ome practices connected with the medical professidD) which 
have been thus acted upon by the legislature. The practice of 
producing abortions, when not necessary to save the life of the 
mother, has been deemed by our legislature a penal offence* 
Every medical society views .this practice in the same lights 
and of course expels its meoxberaf for such an offence. But 
is legislative action necessary to give a medical society power to 
condemn this practice as bad? Certainly not But rather, has 
legislative action been based on testimony coming through this 
avenue — the concurrent and joint testimony of the profession* 
But even laying aside every foregoing consideration and calling 
it an '^unprecedented act,'' we claim that the constitution gives, 
the fullest liberty to condemn the' practice, and expel membeis 
under that decision. Now the Society contemplates such a 
thing as malpractice^ and fully provides for expelling members 
therefor. A practice clay be such, either by usin^ bad mate- 
rials for any given purpose, or by using good materials badly* 
Now suppose any member should habitually plug lateral cavities 
in front teeth with goldy and perform the operation by pressing 
it in firmly between the teeth, and rely upon each tooth to hold 
the gold in the cavity of the other, would not the Society haye 
the power to condemn such a practice <<a pritni ?" Or would 
they have first (o try each member guilty of such practice, and 
find how much damage he had. done, by his operations ? Sup- 
pose again, that a member should be found, who should be in 
the practice of transplanting teeth^ would Dr. Allen contend 
that this practice, could not bQ condemned <<a priori?" By. ad- 
miting -everybody into x>ur ranks, and retaining all, we might 
perhaps produce union, but not *^harmony,'' at least we think 
not that kind of harmony which our frieod. considers one of the 
leading objects of the Society. . If the Society have not the 
power to decide what is, or what is not malpractice, then there 
can be- no umpire. • If she has not the power to decide upon the 
m^ts of a practice j and to expel member^ under isuch general 
decision, she certainly has. not the power of existence; fcr the 
JBupposition that she must be compelled to. travel over the whole 
globe, whither her members are scattered, and to fauqt up indi- 
vidual cases, and ^^j^rove that wrong has been done/V after il is 
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fidly established in respect to the whole jwactice as sach, that it 
is unifonnly bad, would be ^^aonseasical and absurd/' But 
the constitution not only declares that members may be expelled 
for malpractice, but also that they may be expelled ^^for other 
eufficient causeJ^ Now if Dr. A. is disposed to scold us for 
denouncing the use of mineral paste as malpracticej we will 
accommodate his taste, by putting this practice under the head 
of^^other siifficiefU cause^* for expelUng a member. Now who 
are to decide what constitutes such a cause ? The Society have 
unanimously decided what constituted, in their minds, a sufEL- 
eient cause, and have, as we think, acted accordingly. Now 
the truth is, that the framers of the constitution, foreseeing the 
absolute necessity that the Society should have the most ample 
powers vested in them, to purify their ranks, after making what 
might be deemed full provision for this, superadded this indefi- 
nite clause, that there might be none who could evade its deci- 
sions, confined under definite heads ; and we contend we are 
fully justified in saying this covers all the ground we claim, 
were we to abandon every other. 

There can, then, exist no reasonable doubt that the Society 
have a right to condemn a prax^tice, and of course to condemn 
the practice in question ; nor is there ai^ more doubt in respect 
to the right to expel members for persisting in a course which 
they have condemned. 

But Dr. Allen has found another ^^ion in the way,'' or as we 
may better say, another ^^straw," which he holds on to with a 
lion's grasp. 'Tis an old saying, and as true as old, that *<ne- 
cessity is the mother of invention," and it is only on this princi- 
ple that we can account for the extreme ingeniousness of the 
inventions of our correspondent, to make it appear that the So- 
ciety have acted unwisely and unconstitutionally, and hence 
that their action is not of binding force. He has now found a 
flaw in the manner in which this business has been done. He 
says these persons '^were either expelled at the last regular meet- 
ing, or they were not ;" ^4f they were not expelled," he adds, 
<Hhen they cannot be till the next regular meeting." But has 
not <^our fHend, the doctor," with all his erudition upon legal cri- 
ticism^ heard of such a thing as conditional expulsion, to take 
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place in future ? Suppose a ftociet^ of the Sons of Temperance 
find that one of their members has broken his pledge, would 
not this association have an undoubted right to declare him ex- 
pelled, unless hb renev his pledge, and make certain acknow- 
ledgments by a certain time? Would it be necessary aetiiotty 
to expel him, and then go through the process of again receiving 
him, should be comply with the requisition, in order to have the 
thing done constitutionally ? 

How common is it that a member of a church is thus sus- 
pended — to be, on some future day, either restored to full fellow- 
ship by compliance, or cut off by uon-compliance with a similar 
decree. 

A case involving a similar principle in respect to conditional 
punishment, occurred not long since in our own state, where the 
consequences were miich more momentous. A man was charged 
with crime, tried, convicted, and sent to Auburn state's prison. 
Governor Seward pardoned him, on cofidition that he would 
leave the state, and never return ; but that, in case he did re- 
turn, his original sentence was to be in full force. Now this 
man obtained his liberty under this conditional act, and left the 
state ; but at length, feeling that his liberty was curtailed, ven- 
tured to .return. The result was that he was retaken, and by 
virtue of his original sentence re-ihiprisoned. Now Dr. Allen's 
reasoning, applied to this case, would evidently be this : This 
man was either pardoned, or he was not; if he was pardoned, 
then the simple act of his refusing to leave the state could not 
make him again a criminal under sentence, till he had a new 
trial and a new sentence; if he was not pardoned by this con- 
ditional decree, then his leaving the state, (allowing he might 
effect his escape,) would not remove the sentence of the law. 
But notwithstanding the sageness of such a doctrine, this man 
was released by virtue of this conditional pardon, on his com- 
pliance with the condition, and was again imprisoned on his 
forfeiting this condition, and this too, without any new trial for 

the crime. 

But why need we travel abroad for precedents and authority, 
when we have both in abundance at home. The constitution 
of our own Society gives explicit and full power to expel con- 
VOL* vi.^-36 
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ditionally, and by yirtue of this power the Society have expelled 
seFeral of its. members. 

The treasurer has at all times had the power to ^^strike from 
the toll" those members who,<<on being notified, neglect to pay 
their annual dues for three meetings'^ of the Society.^ At the 
last annual meeting several were reported as expelled, in conse- 
quence of this neglect to pay dues, and they now stand recorded 
as expelled. 

But we will not waste words upon this part of our subject 
Dr. Allen admits that the Society had a right to expel these mem- 
bers at the last meeting, it being a "regular meeting,'' and for 
him to complain of the very lenity shown by the Society, that 
all might have ample notice and time to decide as to the course 
they preferred to take in this matter, and moreover to make it a 
ground of unconstitutionality, is a feature we are at a loss to 
know how to construe, unless we take him at his word, and 
adopt the belief that he is ^^ttf "exceedingly unwilling to aban- 
don the use of amalgams," while he is at the same time as 
^^unwilling" to be deprived of the distinction which membership 
gives him. 

We would not be uncharitable, yet we can truly say, that in 
our circle of acquaintance we have never seen an instance 
where an individual considered it his privilege even to advoctUt 
the use of amalgams, where his reputation was not to a con- 
siderable extent identified with this practice, and where his 
' reputation would be implicated were the practice to be con- 
demned. 



ARTICLE II. 

Observations on the Evils Resulting from the Premature Appli- 
cation of Artificial Teeth on Plate, with Clasps^ Obturators^ 
Palates, 6(*c. By John Harris, M. D., D. D. S., late of George- 
town, Ky. 

The resources of art, in supplying defects of the body occa- 
sioned by the ravages of disease, or physical or acQidental causes, 

* Art. 4, sec. 3, Revised ConstitutioD. 
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haire for a long time been called in requisition, and been at- 
tended with various degrees of success, according to the me- 
chanical tact and skill of the surgeon. Much time and talent 
have been employed in perfecting this department of physical 
alleviation, especially during the last half century, and render- 
ing it more subservient to the various and complex demands of 
human affliction. 

But the few desultory remarks which I propose to make on 
the present occasion, will be confined to those cases of deformity, 
the treatment of which properly belongs to the province of 
dental surgery, and in doing this, I propose to offer some rea- 
sons why the management of such cases should be exclusively 
confined to practitioners of this branch of the curative krt. I 
allude to defects of the palatine organs, which cannot be reme- 
died by any other than mechanical means, and the apjdicatioa 
of artificial teeth, on plate, &c. 

As important as is perfection in the design and execution of 
all such substitutes, it is equally important that their adoption 
an<f use should not be ill advised or premature. The necessity 
for preparatory treatment, in a large majority of the cases in 
which essential benefits, if not permanent, might be obtained 
firom their employment, is indispensable, though too frequently 
it is wholly disregarded or neglected ; and when attended to at 
all, often in a very imperfect and unskilful manner. 

In view, then, of the important consideration involved in 
the treatment of defects of the palatine organs, which can be 
remedied only by the application of mechanical appliances, it is 
as necessary for the dentist to be well versed in pathology and 
therapeutics as it is for the general surgeon. It is alike impor- 
tant to both, and neither can be successful practitioners or safe 
operators without such knowledge. In supplying the loss of 
the teeth or any part of the mouth, preparatory treatment is as 
essential as in the surgery of any other part of the body, and in 
proportion as such treatment may favor the recuperative powers of 
the organism, may the operator hope, cttteris paribus^ to be suc- 
eessfiil. If, in view of these truths, the mere mechanical den- 
tist would be governed by the maxim, <4ittle boats should keep 
near the shore," he would do much less mischief than he many 
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times does ; but this is by no means the case ; on the contrary, 
as a general rule, the greater his ignorance the more he ventures. 

A lai^e number of the cases confided to the care and manage- 
ment of the dentist, present a complication of diseases, often 
involving different and complex tissues, accompanied by more or 
less general or constitutional derangement. In cases of this 
sort, and they are of daily occurrence, anatomical, pathological, 
therapeutical and surgical knowledge is as necessary as mechani- 
cal, and therefore they should constitute a part of the elements 
of the professional character of every dentist 

Such knowledge will reveal to the dentist the nature and 
causes of the disease or diseases he may be called upon to treat, 
as well as their proper curative indications. It will also enable 
him to judge correctly of the necessity and practicability of sup- 
plying the loss of the teeth, or of other parts of the maxillary or 
palatine organs, as well as of the best manner of doing it, and 
also of the necessity of preparatory treatment, which will often 
be found to contribute, in an eminent degree, to the usefulness 
of the artificial appliances be may find it necessary to employ. 

There is no branch of manual medicine more difficult than 
the manipulations of the dentist, atid it is seldom that he meets 
with two cases presenting the same similarity of circumstances. 
Every new case connects with it some feature or characteristic 
he may never have noticed before. Hence the difficulty of 
describing minutely the course most proper to be adopted in 
each case. This can only be determined by the judgment and 
experience of the operator. 

Preparatory to the application of any dental or palatine substi- 
tute, every part of the mouth should be in a healthy condition, 
and to secure which, it is necessary to extract such of the natu- 
ral teeth as may be productive of irritation, and to adopt other 
local and sometimes constitutional treatment A sufficient time, 
too, for the parts to undergo all the changes which result in 
consequence of such treatment, should elapse before the substi- 
tute is applied. Months are often required for the completion of 
these changes, and they frequently give rise to a greater or less 
change in the position of the teeth contiguous to the vacuity 
created by the loss of those that have been extracted. 
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The anomaly thus occasioned demands special consideration 
on the part of the dentist; it is one that should never ba over- 
looked or lightly appreciated, as the premiature substitution of 
the parts by art would be of no permanent utility, but, in pro* 
portion to the subsequent changes in the parts to which the ap- 
pliance is adapted, would lose its fit, press unequally upon, and 
become a source of irritation to them. A very trifling undue or 
unequal pressure, applied eveir to a sound and firmly articulated 
tooth, will soon cause it to change its position, and if continued 
for any considerable length of time, will impair the integrity of 
its socket, and ultimately destroy the organ. The soft parts 
too, to which the substitute is adapted, also suffer from its 
unequal pressure upon them. 

Less injurious results could not be expected from a practice 
so much opposed to the laws of health, although it is frequently 
resorted to, and pursued to some extent, by men who stand 
high in the profession. I allude to the application of artificial 
teeth, mounted on plate, and secured in the mouth with clasps 
attached to the adjoining natural organs, immediately after the 
removal of the teeth for which these are substituted. As a 
general rule, therefore, this practice cannot be r^arded as either 
scientific or judicious, and the practice of applying temporary 
substitutes for the loss of the natural teeth, when they are to be 
retained in the mouth by means of clasps, should never be re- 
sorted to, except in cases of absolute necessity. If it were ne- 
oessary, I might mention several cases which have fallen under 
my owu observation, in which sound teeth have been destroyed 
by the premature and injudicious employment of clasps. 

But there are cases in which the application of artificial teeth 
mounted on plate with clasps^ becomes necessary imniediately 
after the removal of the natural teeth, and in such cases the 
clasps should be made to embrace teeth as far back in the mouth 
as possible. 

The most fovorabJe cases for this description of dental subeti- 
ttttes, and the same may be said with regard to artificial palates, 
are those in which good, sound natural teeth can be bad to 
serve as a support to them. Thereforci every precaution should 
be observed and means employed to secure this object, for upon 
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the attainment of which will the permanent usefulness of the 
mechaaism depend. 

The following case, which came under my observation a few 
months since, and if it were necessary I could adduce many 
other similar examples, will illustrate some of the bad effects 
liable to result from the premature application of artificial teeth 
mounted on plate with clasps. 

The subject of which was Mr. L.,of a little upwards of thirty 
years of age, scorbutic temperament, teeth originally tolerably 
good, but from delicate health they had become so much impaired 
by caries as to render the extraction of the superior incisors, cus- 
pidati and bicuspides necessary. This operation was performed 
some time in September last; some two or three weeks subse- 
quently to which they were replaced with artificial teeth, mount- 
ed on a gold plate, accurately fitted to4he parts, and confined by 
means of clasps applied to the second molars, which at the time 
were perfectly sound. About four months afterwards^ he 
informed me that he had experienced no inconvenience from 
the teeth, but on examination of his mouth, I found those por* 
tions of the molars embraced by the clasps, and exactly corres- 
ponding with them in length and breadth, were very much 
injured by soft, white caries, which was very sensitive to the 
touch, while the character of the caries which I at this time ob- 
served in several of his other teeth, as well as that which had 
destroyed those previously extracted, was of a dark brown. 

That the retention of the secretions of the mouth between 
the clasps and the teeth to which they were applied, was the 
cause of the caries, is very evident, but in a healthy mouth, 
their action would have been comparatively harmless. At any 
rate, they would not so readily have acquired such corrosive 
properties ; but even under the most favorable circumstances, 
artificial teeth thus applied should be removed at least once or 
twice a day, and the natural organs to which they are clasped 
be thoroughly cleansed. 

In the case in question, the enamel of the teeth was not in 
the least worn away by the clasps, as would have been the 
case as its earthy constituents were decomposed, had they been 
badly constructed and inaccurately fitted. 



1846.] JSalcUea and Obturators. 287 

It is not to be inferred from any thing I have here said, that the 
mere mechanical dentist is even competent to the management 
of cases which require no treatment preparatory to the applica- 
tion of a substitute for any of the organs under consideration, 
for he who is ignorant of the pathology and treatment of dis* 
ease, must of necessity be equally so with regard to its impor- 
tance. 

As indispensable as it uaquestionably is to the practitioner to 
be able to execute, in the neatest and most accurate manner, a 
piece of dental mechanism, it is equally necessary to the safe 
and successful exercise of his professional duties, that he be 
acquainted with the general principles of medicine. 

With regard to the application of artificial obturators and 
palates, the greater number of the cases which have occurred in 
my own practice requiring them, have resulted from specific or 
constitutional causes ; and in some of which, when consulted, 
there was more or less general and local disturbance. The 
parts were not irritable and inflamed, but in some instances they 
were in a state of ulceration. In such cases, the restoration of 
the health of the patient should constitute the first care of the 
dentist It would seem almost superfluous to observe, that 
until this is accomplished, no emergency can justify the applica- 
tion of a plate to the roof of the mouth, yet it is often done. Nor 
should a plate, whether to serve as an obturator or palate, or 
support for artificial teeth, ever be fixed in the mouth previous 
to the full development of the maxilla. The evils resulting 
from their application under such circumstances are threefold. 
First, the certain destruction of the natural teeth used as a sup- 
port to the artificial appliance. Second, the resistance which it 
offers to the subsequent development of the jaw; and thirdly, 
the injurious effects arising from the irritation which its presence 
is sure to occasion. 

To illustrate the correctness of the opinion just advanced, I 
will here give the report of a case furnished some months since, 
at the solicitation of my brother. Dr. C. A. Harris, and pub- 
lished in the American edition of Fox^s Treatise on the Teeth. 
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Annapolis, July 28rA, 1845. 
Dear Brother^ 

Your letter of this morning, requesting me to send you, 
by return of mail, a description of the artificial nose and palate 
which I made for the young lady of Scott county, Kentucky, is 
now before me, but received too late to enable me to comply 
with your request, but I will endeavor to do so by the next 
succeeding mail. 

I very much regret, from the novelty and importance of the 
case, that you had not allowed me more time, but I will endear 
vor to do the best 1 can. 

The subject of the affliction requiring the artificial appurte- 
nances referred to, is Miss A.. C, now about twenty years of 
age, of high personal and family respectability. 

When but little past infancy, she lost her nos^ and the cen* 
tral portion of the soft and bony palate, about three- fourths of an 
tnch in length, and three-eighths in width, commencing about 
five eighths of an inch in rear of the front teeth, and extending 
backwards. 

I have no knowledge of the cause that led to the affliction, 
only that it was preceded by infl:ammation, ulceration*, and 
general constitutional derangement. 

When alxmt twelve years of age,^he submitted herself to be 
operated on for an artificial nose, in Cincinnati, Ohio, by Dr. M., 
the design of which was to supply the defect, by the transfer of 
integument from the arm,' over the deltoid muscle, called the 
rhynoplastic or telecopeon operation. 

To say nothing of the expense, pain and sfuffering consequent 
upon the operation, and the jeopardy her life was placed in, as 
soon as her health would admit, she returned to her home, in a 
much worse condition than when she left iu 

To add to her misfortune, before she left the city, or had fiiirly 
recovered from the effects of the first operation, mortified with 
her now aggravated condition, as a last alternative, she had a 
nose manufactured of wood, by a Mr. Rostang, resident dentist 
of the same city, confined in its position by means of spectacles, 
and an arti^cial palate, to which the nose was connected by in- 
termediate fixtures, passing through the palatine fissure. 
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As might have been expected, the subsequent development 
of the maxilla and other parts soon rendered the whole appara- 
tus useless, though not until it had destroyed the three teeth 
which had been selected as a support to the palate, by means 
of as many rough, badly constructed and arranged clasps. 

About four years ago, at which time I was consulted in her 
caise, her teeth and relative parts exhibited the following appear- 
ance, viz. several of her teeth^ besides the three irrecoverably 
injured by the clasps, were more or less decayed ; some of which 
quite loose ; the gums and adjacent soft parts much inflamed, 
tumefied and spongy, the dental arch and general dimensions 
of the mouth, (whatever it might ever have been,) was evidently 
very much collapsed or contracted, say to nearly one-half of the 
usual size, as was evidenced by the superior cuspidati, now 
standing parallel to each other, and nearly in contact, between 
which there had been the usual number of incisors, and of the 
ordinary dimensions, and which were lost when she was about 
leu or eleven years of age. 

Although the design and plan of the apparatus was a good 
one for the accomplishment of the purpose for which it was 
intended, its premature application was unquestionably produc* 
live of the worst of consequences, and to which the contraction 
of the mouth may principally be ascribed. 

Her timidity, arising no doubt from the recollection of her 
previous suffering, gave me no little trouble iu obtaining her 
consent to the course of practice which I recommended ; but 
after explaining what must soon be her condition*, she reluc- 
tantly yielded her assent, and permitted me the full exercise of 
my judgment in the management of her case. 

The removal of the three teeth previously referred to, was 
immediately effected, as also alt deposites of salivary calculus. 

In about eight week, with the usual treatment, the soft parts 
of her mouth were restored to health. The local maladies of 
her teeth were next attended to, and in some four weeks, thir- 
teen carious places, after the usual preparatory treatment, were 
filled with gold foil. 

With the mouth thus restored to health, but one question 
could arise as lo the propriety of supplying my patient with 
VOL. VI.— 37 
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another palate, &c. ; that was, if the maxillaiy organs have Dot 
attained their fiill development, the same destructive conse- 
quences might be produced, as was fix>m the other palate. 

From the circumstance of her advanced age, I did not much 
fear this would be the case, though, had I been governed en- 
tirely by my own inclination, I should have deferred all further 
proceedings to some more remote period, but in this I was 
overruled, by not only my fair patient herself, but by all her 
family connections, and as yet 1 have not had cause to regret 
the course I took. 

I therefore constructed a palate of fine gold, upon the usual 
plan, with only two clasps, made broad and heavy, one on the 
left and one on the right margins of the palate, embracing two 
of the soundest and most suitable teeth. 

To the convex or superior surfece of the palate, one end of a 
piece of gold wire, thiee-fourths of an inch long, was soldered 
at a point corresponding with the fissure, from front to rear, 
and on a line extending between the two teeth embraced by the 
clasps, describing the centre of action ; the wire or upright was 
then bent forward and upwards, so as to pass through the fis« 
sure, and present the upper end parallel with, and at a conve- 
nient distance from, the anterior opening of the nares; this 
place of attachment I found necessary, that no unequal or undue 
pressure might result fix>m the weight and action of the superin- 
cumbent parts upon the palate. 

A screw was now cut on a platina wiro, for one-half inch, 
made to fit in a corresponding one made through the upper end of 
the upright wire, on a level with the external opening of the nose ; 
upon the other, or anterior extremity of the horizontal platina wire, 
a hook or catch was made as a support to the nose, by means 
of a gold loop attached to the septum of the artificial nose, the 
tightness of the nose to be regulated by screwing the horizontal 
wire in or out, and its position by bending the upright .back«> 
wards or forwards. The length of the horizontal wire is one 
inch ; the size or strength needs no further description. 

It is now about four years since the operation was completed, 
and thus far I have heard no complaint. 

Yours, afiectionateiy, 

JOHN HARRIS. 
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If it were necessary, I might adduce numerous examplesy 
in proof of the pernicious effects resulting from the prematoie 
application of artificial appliances in the mouth, hut the fi>re* 
going will suffice for the present. 
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ARTICLE III. 

Case of Fungus of the Inferior MatiUaryy successfully TVeaied, 
By D. H'ARRiNcrroN, of Philadelphia, Dentist' 

Thb following case of maxillary disease, from its origin to 
its removal or permanent cure, was one of unusual occurrence, 
the circumstances connected with it being duly considered. 

- The young lady, whose case is the subject of these remarks, 
Bfiss M. W., of the Northern Liberties, adjoining this city, was 
of good constitution, and had been free from any and every 
symptom of disease, prior to the appeamnce of this local affec- 
tion. Her family, as fiur as known, have been uniformly in the 
enjo3rment of excellent health'; of course she could not have 
been subject to any morbid inheritance. 

ThefoUowing is a concise description, from her own pen, of 
the rise and progress of the disease, and the remedial opemtions 
resorted to, together with their results up to the time of placing 
herself under my care. 

^*S6me time during the month of April, 1S42, I was much 
troubled with a very severe pain in my back teeth and jaw, on 
the left side below. I suffered much for some days, and then 
concluded to have the supposed cause of my affliction removed ; 
and aecoidingly went to. a dentist and had two of my lower 
jaw teeth extracted. After the lapse of a few days, there ap- 
peared upon the surface of the. still laceratad gum, a small 
spongy tumor of a livid hue, which was immediatiely showed to 
the dentiist, who lanced it ; afler which it again increased in 
size, though no pain attended it. After a couple of days, such 
was its rapid giowth, it was necessary to have it cut agdn — 
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which was repeated oace every two days for a couple of weeks. 
All this, however, appeared only to accelerate its growth ; and 
becoming, in consequence, quite alarmed, I consulted our family 
physidan, who pronounced it to be a fungus of a very alarming 
character, and that its proximity to certain parts rendered its 
extirpation by the knife, (the only alternative in his judgment,) 
a very critical, if not a very dangerous operation. This opinion, 
candidly expressed as it was, excited in my mind a great deal 
of alarm, indeed. Prompted by an excusable desire to obtain 
other advice, I called upon a surgeon, of high standing in his 
profession, who requested that our family physician, above al- 
luded to, should meet in consultation ; the result of which con- 
sultation I did not learn. But he gave it as his opinion that, if 
it could be cured at all, it could be done without the knife — ^in 
other words, that it could not be cured by the knife. He then 
resorted to the application of a powerful caustic, for two or three 
weeks, but without any beneficial effect. Under the roost fear- 
ful apprehensions of danger, caused by the surprising Tajndity 
with which the fungus sprung up, (for it now nearly filled my 
mouth, and almost precluded the possibility of swallowing,) I 
resolved to yield to the application of the knife, as a dernier re- 
sort, and in accordance with the flattering advice of a second 
surgeon of distinguished celebrity in his profession, but, I con- 
fess, with little faith on my own part in its utility. On the 25th 
of June, my family and our family physician concurring in 
opinion, the surgeon last mentioned removed the fungus and a 
large portion of the upper part of the jaw bone on the left side, 
as far back as it was practicable. The pain of the operation, 
together with the great flow of blood, left me in a very weak 
state, and confined me to my bed for two weeks. After this I 
was able to open my mouth, so far only as to permit a partial 
examination of the state of my case ; and, to the great surprise 
of all parties, the fungus was discovered to have sprung up again, 
nearly to its original size. This distressing circumstance seem- 
ed to prove conclusively to the mind of the surgeon who had 
performed the operation, the absolute necessity of removing the 
whole of the jaw bone, fi*om for forward, and as for back as the 
angte, if not to the condyle, on the left side. After some days 
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I experienced a yery severe pain in the right side of the under 
ja\iir, which, on being mentioned to the surgeon, induced him 
to believe that the disease was of a more malignant and exten- 
sive nature than he had at first supposed : still the operation of 
removal of the left side of the Jower jaw was not given up in 
idea. 

*<About this time, the Rev. Dr. C, of whose congregation the 
most of my family were members, advised me to consult a den- 
tist with whom he had long been acquainted, and of whose skill 
he had a favorable opinion — and whose name 1 shall now freely 
mention, as I am through his aid, as an instrument in the hands 
of a mercifiil Providence, a radically cured woman. In accord- 
ance with the advice of Rev. Dr. C, I called on Mr. Harrington, 
dentist Mr. H. examined my case, and pronounced it a very 
doubtful one, touching a cure. I told him of the wish of my 
last surgeon to remove the major part of the jaw, d&c He ad- 
vised me to submit to no such operation, unless I could be put 
into a sound magnetic sleep ; he said the pain of such an ope- 
ration would be excessive, without any tolerable certainty of a 
cure — ^but if I could be put into the sleep, and have the opera- 
tion performed without present pain, as he was sure many sur- 
gical operations had been done in various parts of Europe, and, 
in a few instances, on this side of the Atlantic — the ridicule of 
tme men, and their denial notwithstanding — he would advise 
me to venture it, as a last resort, and at the same time be pre- 
pared for any consequences that might ensue; as the case, as 
related to a favorable result, was shrouded with doubt, in every 
view that could be taken of it. Mr. H. kindly offered me such 
fecilities as were in his power, and I was tried by the most power- 
ful magnetisers that were to be found, between twenty to thirty 
times, to be placed in a full magnetic sleep, but without success. 
After this, some conversation about putting myself into his 
bands was had ; but at this moment a medical gentleman of 
this city thought he could cure me, and kindly offered to make 
the trial, and Mr. H. strongly advised me to let him make the 
attempt He commenced, and I remained under his treatment 
during five to six weeks, without success, for at the end of this 
time I was on the eve of suffocation, from the size and exten- 
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MOD of the fungus into the roof of the mouth and down my 
throat I now returned to Mr. Harrington, much worse than 
he had ever seen me before ; who kindly received me into his 
fiimily, that he might see me every hour, and have my case 
under his immediate observation. and control. M. W." 

Near the end of the year 1842, Miss M. W. came under my 
care, and, as said by herself, her case had then become much 
worse than I had seen it at any former period ; it being a truly 
malignant case of a mixed character, presenting the usual ap« 
pearance of fungus haematodes in many places, and ordinary 
cancerous exterior in others. Her general system was also 
sympathising with her local affection in no small degree, in 
consequence of the vitiated blood of the fungus passing into 
the general circulation. Her face at this time presented the un- 
healthy hue of pale mahogany. Her buccinator and temporal 
muscles, parotid gland, &c., had become enormously enlai^ed, 
and withal so extremely rigid and unyielding, that her jaws 
could not be extended apart more than one-third of the usual 
distance when in health. The upper sur&ce of the diseased 
jaw that had been left after the operation above mentioned by 
Miss W., had becomer distended, apparently, to three times its 
usual width, from near the symphysis back to its angle. The 
whole of this extensive surface sent up an extremely morbid 
and luxuriant growth, in which the teeth of the superior jaw 
became embedded and concealed, whenever the teeth on the 
opposite side were brought into contact This morbid and fetid 
growth extended to the centre of the inferior jaw, and was 
strongly attached to the lining membrane of the mouth, press- 
ing the tongue to the opposite side, and greatly impeding its 
proper and necessary offices. On the posterior part^ it was 
strongly attached to the constrictor muscles, and side of the 
tongue, and extended &r into the ^pharynx, nearly enclosing 
and concealing the uvula; and from Miss W's remark about 
being ^'on the eve of suffocation ,'' was evidently pressing upon 
the epiglottis. Under cireumstances of this distressing nature, 
there was no time to be lost in the application of such remedial 
means as the case might admit of. The immediate removal of the 
posterior portions of the fungus was attempted and perforated. 
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by drawing it upwards by the aid of a wire loop, and cutting it 
away in aTndU pieces, so as to avoid haemorrhage^ and at the 
same time injury to important parts. This was, however, a 
Tery difficult operation to perform successfully, in consequence 
of the very small distance the teeth in front could be separated, 
and the enlargement of the posterior part of the tongue, above 
and beyond which the knife had to pass in operating. The ex- 
cision in this case was performed by little and little, day after 
day, for several weeks in succession, for the purpose, as above 
said, of avoiding troublesome and dangerous hasmorrhage, as it 
would have been impossible to use an actual or potential caute- 
ry with success, if called for. I had another reason for this 
Tery gradual extirpation, by the knife, of the excrescence 
which, for several weeks, merely allowed of easy respiration, 
and a reception of food into the cesophagus. I could not, for a 
moment, suppose that local operations or applications (alone) 
could be made to accomplish much in the way of a radical cure, 
judging from the result of Miss W's past experience, and the 
contaminated state of her general system, until appropriate re- 
medies, by way of the stomach, could be made to act vigorously 
and aimultaneaudff with local ones. To accomplish this much 
desired, but almost hopeles result, viz. a perfect cure of the case, 
the following mode of procedure was resorted to, and continued 
for several weeks : — Galvanic electricity, by placing the positive 
pole within the mouth upon the fungus, and making the nega- 
tive pole to move constantly upon the exterior surface of the 
left side of the fece, for and during ten to fifteen minutes each 
hour throughout the day, for two to three weeks. *This was 
uniformly applied with that degree of intensity that the patient 
could conveniently sustain. Sarsaparilla, in a concentrated 
form, was given in large quantities and long continued— (iodine 
having been previously given, while the patient was in other 
hands, without any evidence of beneficial effect.) The whole 
surface of the left side of the face was continually poulticed with 
wormwood, softened by simmering it in vinegar. 

About one month from the commencement with these means, 
accompanied by slight cuttings from day to day, and the con- 
stant use of powerful astringents held in the mouth, there was 
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an apparent improvement, both locally and generally, that seem- 
ed to point to a return of healthy action. This appearance was 
gratifying in a high degree as it had the tendency to inspire a 
new degree of confidence in the appropriateness and efficacy of 
the means employed. It was now desirable to diminish the 
size of this fungus as fast as possible, for, notwithstanding the 
frequent cuttings, such had been its rapid growth after each 
operation, that it was nearly of the original dimensions ; and 
what was truly alarming, its radicles had extended to, and at- 
tached themselves to new parts of the membrane of the mouth 
and tongue, and posteriorly, near to the oesophagus. 

It will be seen from the above, that such was the inveterate 
disposition of this fungus to rapid increase, that it was necessary 
to accompany the knife with some application that would, at 
least, resist its luxuriant growth for the time being. This was 
a desideratum that involved much difficulty. Astringent washes 
had been tried and found useful, but not sufficiently so; the 
usual escharotics also had been made to accomplish very little, 
and for obvious reasons; these latter, in any of their knowu 
forms, could be kept in place but a few minutes, before the co- 
pious flow of saliva would, unavoidably, deprive their active 
principle of all energy, and render them inert Various new 
articles were tried with little or no success. At length, cLshes 
made from cast off stems of tobacco, put into thin linen sacks, 
so formed as to cover, as far as possible, the upper sur&c^ of the 
fiingus, and be held in place from hour to hour by the pressure 
upon it of the teeth of the superior jaw, were found to operate 
like a charm, although not very charming in the production of 
pleasant feelings, for its caustic action was powerful, and would 
continue for several hours, the inflowing of the saliva notwith- 
standing. Two of these sacks were prepared for each night — 
one put in place on retiring, and replaced by the other about the 
middle of the night 

The possibility of a cure in Miss W's case now began to wear 
a more &vorable aspect With the exception of the galvanizing 
process, the other means that had been found appropriate and 
efficacious, viz. the alterative given by the stomach, moderate 
cuttings daily, and the tobacco ashes occasionally, succeeded by 
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an astringent and antiseptic wash of natgalU* the woimwood 
pouitice,'and moderate attention to regrmenyWere carefoUy and 
aystematically attended to for. t^ee to four months, during 
which the fungus coritrac.ted its circumference by very slow 
(almost imperceptible) degrees, and now covered principally the 
upper eurfaoo of the left side, of the inferior maxillary, (which, 
48 before stated, was expanded to three thn^e its proper width.) 
An opening- was now discovered quite through the, remainmg 
portion of the jaw, nearihe angl^; iitid a sinus extending frdm 
Una openings anteriorljr, under the fungUs; nearly:' to the sym- 
phjFsitf. These. openings wera^'-treated with aatringidnt,. and 
oecasionalli^. with 9cid injections,, ^d soh^etiotes .filled witb 
tobacco ashes. . •..*'• • - . 

Appearances werenpw s6 flattering^ that it was thonght ad- 
missibje for her;to return to her home and friends, and by • their 
aid xsontinue the systematic a{H)licaCien of the r^nedies ; calling^ 

once or twice a week to have her case examined. At the end 

'. ' ' ' • ■ . ' . • • • 

of twelve aiOBths*from ttve^time Miss W\ catjue under my care, 
her appearance,, in all respects, afforded the most conclusive 
evidence of a return to perfect, healthy locally, and generally ; 
and^ but for a^ relnaining mlargement. of the. left side of her in- 
ferior maxillary, (and which, in all probability, will be years in 
disappearing,^ if it should during life;) it cpuld not be discovered 
thait she had ever been- afflicted. / 

With reference to the. ease under jconsideration, it has been 
nly lot to see^ during my studentship with my highly respected 
friend and preceptor — the late Dr. l^i H. Hayden, of Baltimore-^ 
and during an extensive practice in this city, many c^es of the 
fungous and ejqcresceiit tribes, affecting the mouth, tongue, and 
their posterior collaterals ; biitl have never met with one that 
seemedj in the origin, to be sd little under surgical and reme- 
dial control, and withal so malignant and extensive in its char-, 
acter. The too confident reliance on extirpation by the knife, 
and powerful caustics, to the neglect of constitutional means, 
with the futile hope t)f accomplishing much in a veiy short 
time,, it is probable, has .been a conmion and fruitful .cause of 
fiaiilure in the treatment of such affections.' 

With reference to my h^w esch'arotic,'tobltcce stem ashes, I 
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am williDg to believe it to be a valuable addition to the caastic 
class of lemedieSy especially in the management of excrescent 
affections of the mouth, vagina, rectum, &c., as it can be placed 
in a cavity and made to operate, for hours in succession, upon 
a morbid sur&ce, without at the same time doing injury to 
healthy parts. To accomplish this, the sack for containing the 
ashes should be made of an impervious material in all of its 
parts, except where intended to cover and act upon the diseased 
surface. 

In conclusion, 1 have entered more into detail in the above 
narrative than may, on a cursory view of the case, seem neces- 
sary, as I have never seen or read of a case of a similar charac- 
ter, where the openings into the trachea and OBsophagus were 
so obstructed by such a malignant mass of preternatural flesh, 
attached, withal, to so large a portion of the lining membrane of 
the pharynx. A large portion of the various kinds of fungi that 
have assailed the human mouth, far less in their dimensions 
and malignity than the above described, have terminated in a 
lingering and painful death. 

Chesnut Street, Philadelphia, 

July 23, 1845. Jtfisd. Ejxaminar. 



ARTICLE IV. 
Letter from R. D. Addington. 

Wilmington, N- C, AprU 20thj 1846. 

Dr. Chapin a. Harris, 

Sir : — In accordance with a promise I made last spring, 
preparatory to my departure for Rio de Janeiro, that I would in- 
form you "What was the present condition of Dental Surgery 
in Brazil?" I shall, as far as I am able, with the opportunities 
afforded me of judging correctly, enter into the subject with the 
intention of giving a candid statement of facts. 
During my sojourn in Brazil, I visited about twelve cities and 
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large towns, in most of which I found one or more French or 
Brazilian dentists, and the greater part of them totally unfiti by 
their education and qualifications, to render their operations 
effectual ; the materials used are equally so, being lead, amal- 
gams and common French foil, which they called gold; the 
prices for filling with the two first are 666r8. or about 33} cents, 
for the latter lOOOrs. or 60 cents. 

When these prices for operations are compared with our ex- 
penses, which, even in villages, is 2000rs.* per day, whether 
you remain one or three hundred and sixty-five, without the 
practice equalling by one-eighth that of towns of the same size 
in the United States, must render an American's prospects 
gloomy indeed, especially when he has to contend with the 
above dentists, who live with their* Brazilian wives, who per- 
form the duties of servants for them, on the poorest fitre, in se- 
eluded hovels. They are accustomed to live merely sustaining 
nature, and if their business will afford them a livelihood, they 
are contented. You must not suppose I am confining my re- 
marks to villages, for they are much worse, but towns number- 
ing fit)m ten to twenty thousand inhabitants. 

I can better illustrate the practice of these places, by mention- 
ing one of several cases which came under my observation. 
Immediatety on my arrival at the seaport (Santos) of the Pro- 
vince of St Paul, a town of ten thousand inhabitants, Mr. Geo. 
Black, the American consul, to whom I carried letters of intro- 
duction, called and informed me that the British consul and 
several others had heard of my arrival, and wished operations per- 
formed in their families ; as I was still debilitated by my long 
voyage from the United States, I declined commencing my 
business until I was sufficiently recruited, but accepted his in- 
vitation to extend my acquaintance. We called on the consul, 
who Mr. Black previously informed me was the wealthiest and 
most intelligent gentleman in the place ; I found him polite and 
affable, but when I informed him my prices were the same as 
Mr. Louis Burdell's of Rio, he seemed much astonished at the 
assumption, mentioned that the prices of a Brazilian who re- 

•2000n.=r$l 00. 
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aided in the town were about one-eighth of that- amount^ that 
the people out of the capital were poor, &C, and if I consented 
to work at his priced, he might find something ht me to do; 
although I informed him my materials were nearly worth that 
amount, it produced no better effect than to decline.my services, 
to which the rest followed sxrite. I afterwards cajled upon this 
dentist, who appeared delighted .with my artificial teeth, but 
would not offer me, more than hklf they cQst^ he. boiog governed 
in their valuB by some worthless French teeth he .showed me<. 
My foils met the same fate. This naan showed 'me, at iny re- 
qnest/his instruments, &Ci, which he kqpt jn a smdlsoap 
box; with difficulty I kept my countenance, -and proceeded to 
|»oertain the uses to nvhich he applied them,^tc This is the 
dentist of Santos, who confessed he had read nothing on the 
subject — had . conversed with two French dentist?,^ and spent 
about two hours in the office of one of them, during a visit 
to Rio. ■ . .. 

Although these towns may be surrounded by the wealthy 
sugar and coffee plantations, you need not expect patronage 
from their owners, as they either live on them very secluded, or 
the refined and intelligent portion live in the targe cities. 

I deem it necessary, to.be better understood, to mention that 
v«ry little refinement and social iutereourse exist out of the 
cities of Rio, Bahia and Pernambuco, and in them confined 
mostly to the men. 

From dentistry in thci towns, I shall endeavor to show what 
it is in the three largest cities of the empire. Two gentlemen 
from New York settled in Pernambuco about 1842; &om thence 
they went to Rio, where they remained about - twelve months, 
and removed to Buenos Ayn&s, thence io Lisbon, thence to Gib- 
raltar, thence to Bahia, where they dissolved copartnership, one 
remaining in that city, and the other returned to Pernambuco; 
they cimnot be very successful, from what I could learn and 
the s«i6;€c^« of letters from them shown to me at Rio. 

Within the last fifteen years, about twenty American dentists 
have opened offices in the capital, of whom I know nothing ; 
but two of my countrymen are now practicing in the city ; one 
of them early prepossessed me against the supposed course of 
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I^factice pursued in that comntry, from his mentioning his own, 
backed by the assertion, that although he Jcnew it was incorrect, 
he had to adopt it from the impaiience.of his patients; however 
mortifying this might be to me^ it was destined Jto be of short 
duration, as I, tlie following day, had a long conversation 
with Mr. Louis Butd^Uyand I l^ft his office highly gratified 
that he, ;at least, of all in the country, pral^ticed what are now 
considered, in the United States, the <:prrect poUciples of dea- 
tal surgery. 

This gentleman ha& beeh in the country nearly six years, 
during -which he has had many difficulties to contend with; 
but -since his services were required at the palace, his business 
has becoftie enormous, requiring his and an assistant's undivided 
attention from 7 A. M. until 4 P. M.; during this time his ope- 
rating and. sitting rooms are filled with the wealthiest and most 
diistinguished families ' of the empti^e, where they were eeen by 
raepatienUy waiting for His service, amusing themselves with 
musical instruments, books, gossip, &c., and' if not waited on, 
they would return day after day, until their wishes could be 
gratified. Whilst this constant exhibition of their wishes to 
obtain his services are seen, Vhave repeatedly. visited the offices 
of the others, And never, found more than one, and generally 
that one a foreigner or plebian, endeavoring to cheapen the 
prices of their operation. In opposition to this state of afiairs 
with the others, I will mention one of many incidents approving 
of Itjr. L. Burdell, which occurred iii my presence. One of the 
emperor's ministers, whose daughter, about thirteen years of 
age, had her right lateral incisor so irregular as to come behind 
the lower teeth, desired it to be placed iri the line ; which was 
pronounced finished after she had'visited his office about fdur 
times. The lather desired to know his charge, which Dr. B. 
valued at TSOOQrs*, to which the minister objected, and requested 
a charge equal to his means, and proposed 150,0CIOrs., which 
Dr. B, declined to accept, as the charge was amply sufficient ; 
the minister hesitated a few moments, then seeming to acquiesce, 
handed Dr. B. a l,000,000rs. note, which he took and proceeded 
to get his change, when the minister withdrew, congratulating 
himself «t the success of the deception. 
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By his success I do not wish wrong conclusions to be drawn, 
which an American is liable to without knowing the character 
of that people. When they become satisfied with one's ser- 
vices, they remain constant in their patronage, and unaffected 
by innovations like our countrjrmen ; this must act greatly to 
the disadvantage of any one now commencing dentistry in Rio 
de Janeiro, whatever his qualifications. Again, those who de- 
sire and are able to pay for the services of a skilful dentist, are 
very few when compared to the population of Brazil, and those 
few centre at Rio, and will not divide their patronage from op- 
position. 

I do not doubt but time, if peace is continued within the pro- 
vinces of Brazil, which is notaltogether certain, will cause changes 
sufficient to induce the further emigration of our profession to the 
other cities. Every thing must have ample time with them to 
effect an object, which induces the opinion that the present 
state of the country and people should keep away the profession, 
unless it strikes at Rio de Janeiro. 

All of which is respectfully submitted to your consideration, 
to be used as seems most fit. 

Yours, &c. &c. 

R D. ADDINGTON. 



ARTICLE V. 
iMier from Dr. Baker. 

It is certainly not a very pleasant duty when a portion of the 
members of any society, find it necessary to vindicate and jus- 
tify themselves in a course of conduct, at variance with the 
opinion of a majority of the same. I shall write in the plural 
number, because I am morally certain, that in doing so, I am 
expressing the sentiments, as far as I am able, of those whose 
opinions on tliis subject, accord generally with my own. 

It is very well known by every member of the American So- 
ciety of Surgeon Dentists, that the subject of amalgam, has 
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oocupied its attention, moie or less, for several consecutive years 
at its general meetings. A majority of it, present at the time, 
have resolved repeatedly, that it is a worthless and dangerous ar- 
ticle when used in filling teeth, and have declared it malpractice 
to use it under any form, or in any case whatever. No one will 
dispute this position, as to its general use, but as in most gene* 
ral rules, there are some exceptions, so in this. There is, per* 
haps, a majority of the members of the Society, living in the 
city of New York, who are as much opposed to its indiecriminaie 
and unskilful use as any portion of the Society, yet they believe, 
under certain circumstances and in certain cases, it is not only 
useful, but the *<very best'' filling that is now in use. It is per- 
haps unnecessary to go into a description of those drcumsiancea 
and cases at this time. 

At length the Society, at its last general meeting, passed a 
resolution directing the secretary to issue certificates or pledges 
in accordance with said resolutions, to each and every member 
of the Society, requiring him to sign the same and return it to 
the secretary, and for non-compliance thereto his name was or- 
dered to be stricken fix)m the roll of members. 

The substance of the pledge, issued for the members to sign 
and return the same to the secretary, was to this effect, viz. that 
amalgam, in any of its preparations whatever, was a worthless 
and dangerous material for filling teeth, in any case whatever, 
and declaring it to be malpractice to use the same in any case. 

Now it is very plain, that those of us who had, with the 
greatest success, used this composition, '4n certain cases,'' and 
who believe, also, that they have the natural, inherent and ab- 
solute right to follow the promptings of their oum judgments as it 
respects practice, could not sign such a paper, for reasons which 
are self-evident From a non-compliance with the terms of the 
aforesaid resolutions, a number of us, who refused to comply, 
are under the ban, or in the intermediate state, (or purgatory,) or 
completely cut off or expelled. 

If by ^'striking off the roll" means expulsion, we shall enter 
our solemn protest against such an act, behoving that question 
to be still open, and that no member can be expelled except in 
a constitutional manneri by a constitutional majority. It will 
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be time enough when the day ef trial comes, (if it ever <Knne,) 
to present arguments; • . 

Suffiee it to ^ay , that a condtitu tibp is a systeni of fiindamental 
rules, principles and OTdiuances,lbr'the^vernment of a'ttatipn, 
state or society. And wheie there is any pretension .to freedom, 
the constitution is paranioui/ii 4o the statutes or. laws enacted -by 
a legisilatnre, limitingr and cpntrolUng thie power ^if the legisla- 
tive body* The cigtQStitlhion is a jvar/tcfJbtr/'litWy^ordinance.or 
regulation,^ made hy the authority of a ^erforpower. Itlhere- 
fore appeara that a body of men^ forming iconstitution, act in a 
difierent capacity entirely from one assembled for the purpose 
of legislation. Our constitution or supreme power prescrif^ 
nodef what* circurHstanees; and by what majority, a D&^berof 
our Society shall he expelled. ' - * • i . * 

Hence the legislative or inferior power has jdie. authority only 
to produce charges, specifications, arraign and try members ift a 
constitutibnal inannte. If those- Who fercped and adopted .the 
constitution of our Society, had meant that the power of ejqpdt- 
ling should rest entiriely, or at- all, with the' members iq. their 
legislative capacity, no constitutional provision wtHild baye 
been made for that:purp0se« * 1 am induced ta nidke these re^ 
marks because, some have suppoised that to be <^strickent>£f the 
roll" means e:Mulsion. 3ut it seems most reasonable that the 
true eonstmction cannot amount to' any thing more than tQ be 
under thef &an of the Society, or in an iniemteeUate statow 

If it is said that we stand expelled according to lawyvr^ reply 
that no law is binding when it encroaches onr ourniatural^ un- 
alienable or constitutional rights \ and a resolution is. nothing 
more than an opinion or. fixed purpose of inind, and is of no 
legal force whatever j until it is succeeded by <^Be it enacted*, 
&e." Now the only daf^ty to fVeedom is strict construction of. 
constitution and laws. • . •• •* 

The stretcli of power assumed by the Society at i(^ lastmee^ 
ing seems to have attracted the attention of 4iie State Society of 
Dentists of Virginia^ when they say, "We claim ho authority 
over the opinions of our miembers," or ^require any;- pledges 
other than those which exist $imong honoraLble men,^' or ^^cotk^ 
ceding' that the society was not acomt of coqscience/^d^. and 
they might have truly said, also, that to assert or vote a thing to 
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• 

be malpractieB in aU cases whatever, is vejy different firom 
provitig ii to be so, which the constitution will require before 
anjr member can be legally Expelled on a charge of thatkind. 

Member? of our.Society, living inTirginia, whose state arms 
ve represented by Liberty treading on a tyrant and- bis chains, 
and whose motto is **Sic semper tyrannis," will •arouse at the 
least encroachment on liberty or right 

It will be recollected, that, at the last meeting of the Society, 
for the sake of restoring harmony and •maintaining peace in the 
Society, and it being represented that many ignorant prtictition^ 
ers of dentistry were making an indiscriminate ttse of amalgam, 
most of us in this city agreed to suspend the use of it altogether, 
for the present It cannot be denied that this was not a great 
concession on our part, and, a9 we think, should have satisfied 
the Society. . We even oJSfered to sign a pledge to use it no 
more. Here we went farther than our obligations to truth and 
duty required. But when it was required that, we should sign 
a pledge such as was afterwards sent to us,'to that we could not 
submit;' had we done so, our degradation would have been 
complete. 

So the horns of the dilemma were — sign the pledge or have 
your names stricken from the roll of members^ The result has. 
shown which horn we chose, and we' abide the jresult. . Nobody 
disputes but what a m9Jority can exclude a minority.-under any 
circumstances, for a minority, who respect themselves, will cer- 
tainly.^not contend- against ''brute force," for so any act- may be 
regarded, that id. not founded on law or usage. 

The opinion of a member who refused to sign the pledge, 
that "the Society has. transcended its powers, and violated the 
compact which ushered it into existence, by*. enaQting. resolu- 
tions which are arbitrary, unjust and unconstitutional,'^ and 
that oC another, who says,''the Society has certainly transcended 
its powers," &c. evidently alluded to the ctm^iiutipnj yrhen ex- 
pressing thQse opinions, and in this sense they mean to be un- 
derstood, when they say, the Society has no righi to pass such 
resolutions or require such' pledgee, because it cannot consti* 
tutibnally enforce suc^ acts. Now it is 'very evident that the 
junior editor^ Dr. Westcott, means tbe."£nil0./eree"ir^A/, when 

VOL. TI. — 39 
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he says, <^In respect to this question of righi^ we have yet to 
kam that a voluntary association, untrammelled even by acAor- 
tevj as is the American Society of Dental Surgeons, has not a 
right to pass any measure they please, even to. the extent of ex- 
pulsion of their own members." ''But if our objectors mean, by 
sajring that the American Society had no right to pass the offen* 
sive resolutions refened to, that those resolutions are unreason- 
able and unjust, this constitutes entirely a new issue." 

We not only think those resolutions and pledges vnreasonablB 
and unjustj but we regard them as a ''brutum fulmen," mere 
paper bullets, and which cannot be constitutionally enforced, 
and on these grounds we place and are ready to ^and the itmem 

Does the junior editor mean to be understood, that because 
the Society is not chartered, it is at liberty to commit acts which 
in a chartered society would be considered unlawful, oppressive 
and ridiculous ? We really believe the Society will not sanction 
such reasoning. 

Although I am well satisfied in my mm mind, by actual ex- 
periment and trial, of the utility of amalgam in certain cases, yet 
I may find it difficult to satisfy the minds of some members in 
our Society, to the same extent, if at all. And as it is said, <^a 
prophet is not regarded in his own country," 1 will introduce 
an authority living in Paris, who may be said to be at the head 
of his pn)fession,.aud who undertakes to. speak of, and who is 
well acquainted with, the practice of the principal dentists in 
Europe. 

Paeis, Rvb db la Paix, No. l\, 
23d Ftbruay, 1846. 

My Deab Baker, 

Your favor of the 9th Jan., asking my opinion on the 
use of an amalgam of silver and quicksilver for filling teeth, <^in 
certain cases," is at hand. 

I reply, I waa among those who thundered forth universal 
condemnation against the use of this article. I am among those 
who believe that, <4n certain ^cases," it is very useful, and lad 
accordingly. I have lived too long in the world, seen and had 
too much practice in our profession, to now universalfy condemn 
an article, that is used in some cases, (I believe,) by every re- 



1840] Letter from Dr. Baker. 307 

spectable dentist in Europe, at least I do not knov of a single 
exception. 

That there have been, and that there yet exist, many unprin^ 
cipled charlatans, who, by the indiscriminate use of this com- 
position, often give their patients much pain without any bene- 
fit, I do not deny. There are also many respectable dentists who 
use this composition in cases where you or myself would use 
gold. Yet to condemn the use of amalgam in aU cases, merely 
because its use is abused in somey I think unwise. 

The unprincipled quacks who first introduced its use with 
you, whose only object was to pocket the money of a credulous 
class of patients, did, undoubtedly, do much injury ; but we see 
cases of suffering and injury, from the use of gold, of the file, 
and even of extracting teeth, yet who will dare to say that each 
and all of these are not useful and necessary ^4n certain cases?" 

I am fiiUy aware, that in the opinion that I give you relative 
to the use of amalgam for filling teeth, that many dentists in 
America, whose opinions I respect, whose talents I admire, and 
whose friendship I cherish, think very differently fi:om me ; but 
as you ask my opinions, I give them, and my practice is in 
accordance with my principles. 

My observation is, that much good has been and may be 
done by a judicious use of this composition. Much injury has 
been and will continue to be done, by an indiscriminate, un- 
principled use of this amalgam. 

I am sorry to see so many of our first dentists in America 
condemn, in aU cases, the use of this composition ; for I believe, 
were they, with their ability and judgment, to use it as it is 
used by some dentists in Europe, then they would agree with 
me, that the article <'has been more sinned against than that it 
has sinned.'^ 

Neither you nor I can prevent chalatanism nor imposition 
from gaining proselytes ; we have but to do that which our 
experience and our ideas of rectitude demand, &c. 

I hopo ere long to pay you a visit, when we will talk over 
those things; in the interim I shall be most happy to hear 
from you. 

I am, very truly, jrours, &c, 

O. L. BREWSTER. 
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I shrald be happy eoDld I now close my observations on this 
siibjecti but, fer a variety of reasons, I am -eompelied to notice 
what appears to me to be objectionable, both in manner, matter, 
and a statement of facts. -. 1 have no. doubt- the writer stated* 
what he had heard from others, bat he had been' misihfi>rmed 
in many respects. 

If I had purisued the devious coarse he represents, I should 
feel myself fully justified in my present opinion,Tor I hold when 
the evidences concemingjcommon things change, a maa should- 
changiB his course of conduct. > • ' 

The circumstances to which. I allude are .these*: — ^The junior 
editor. Dr. Westcott, in Miscellaneous Notices, which appeared 
in the December number of the Journal, while ezpatidtiiig on the 
troubles, anxieties, and the action the Society had had tor seve- 
ral years on amalgam, after giving the Virginia Society quite a 
lecture, for a very small appec£rance of what he would calL .con- 
tumacy, and in order to enforce, (as I suppose,) the necessity of 
resorting to Uiese coercive measures adopted at the last general 
meeting, he. thought fit to ibake use of me in a manner which 
1 do not approve o£ In the first place, I do not think the 
Journal should be the medium, for aTraigolng any person for his 
conduct, but should be applied to the purpose to- which it was 
intended. In the next place, he. makes a covert attack on tne, 
which certainly is not very respectful. This consists in pub- 
lishing my name in sknall capitals, find mentioning various cir- 
cumstances, so that I may be identifiedi ^<Wefiqd Atii< (the 
Dr. means K Baker) one of the foremost in carrjring out mea- 
sures to expel, not iSrom society, but fix>m the country. Monsieur 
Mallan, for the malpractice of using mineral paste.'^ Here the 
doctor is entirely mistaken ; I took no part for nor agdinst the. 
Mallans. It is possible this mistake may have arisen iirom the 
circumstance of my having joined a number of my brethren, 
some years previous, in a. similar crusade against the Crawcours, 
who, like the Mallans, were impostors. Since then, I have not 
*<ruH a tilt or a muck" against quacks or amalgam; I neither 
think it policy or respectable to do so*. I was one of the com- 
mittee in Philadelphia, but took no active part, the chairman 
reported what he pleased. To be sure I was afterwards in New 
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York, and filled a few teeth with amalgam, and feund it most 
excellent *^m certairivcases." It is very likely I gave Dr. Bliser 
a certificate to the sam^ effect, and if 1 were to give another, it 
would be the same. I have pursued no inconsistent course^ as 
would be inferred froch Dr. Westcott's account! To be sure, I 
nisver <Uhundered" against amalgam like my fi*iend Brewster, but 
my first'inipresslons were against it, which haveohanged gradu- 
ally, till ram convinced amalgamr is usefhl ^4n certain cases,'' 
and theris ttiy opmion will probably rest. It is ah' old but trite 
saying, that |> wise men c/umge their minds, but fools never Hioy 
How many- thitigs which have been received' a^ 4ruths,'have 
afterwards been found to be falseyand h6w many things, which 
at the time have been ridiculed and disbelieved, have afterwards 
proved to be true. . : .' 

There perhaps has been more intolerance^ illiberality, dispu- 
tation and ill blood exhibited in the conduct of members of the 
healing profession, than any other. This arises partly firom the 
nature of the subject, and partly from ignotanc'e and prejudice. 
Witness some of the greatest discoveries in medicine, and other 
discoveries which have almost banished disease; and strange 
to tell, those discoverers and benefactors of mankind have, in 
their turn, been ridiculed) traduced, -and even persectited. No- 
thing could exceed the virulence of a great portion of the prac- 
ticing physicians, at the time, against the introduction of inocu- 
lation for the small pox. Dr. Boylston's house, of Boston, was 
mobbed, occasioned by introducing inoculation. With what 
opposition did Jenner meet; and,, if necessary, many other 
instances could be mentioned. I will only advert to the case 
of the great Sydenham. 

"His towering genius being too elevated for appreciation by 
the College of Physicians and his shallow colleagues, they en- 
deavored to banish him, as guilty of medical heresy, out of that 
illustrious society, (the College.*) Sydenham, though a gradu- 
ate of Cambridge, and a fellow of Oxford, was not deemed 
worthy of the feltowehip, but was cast down to the inferior po- 
sition of licentiate, by a host of moral pigmies. Licentiates in 

* Fart's History. 



310 Letter from Dr. Westcott. [Juhb» 

those days consisted of oculists and aarists, and other indivi- 
duals, who devoted themselves to particular branches, and who 
in these times appear to have possessed an inferior degree of 
education. 

The remark of Sydenham, in reference to his persecutors, 
was worthy of his genius. ^'It is better to assist mankind, than 
to be ooMMBNDBD by them." Many oihet pietoridls or iUusira- 
ttof»could be brought forward, but perhaps this will be sufficient 

Now, how is it, that we do not see as much virulence and 
prejudice among physicians, and persecution by corporate bodies 
of physicians of the present day, as there was formerly ? Are 
not these the principal reasons ? They have become less pre- 
judiced, more enlightened, and liberality and wisdom follow, 
as a matter of course. 

E. BAKER, 

May Aihy 1846. No. 6 Warren st, N. Y. 



^^^^^0^^^f^>^F^^V^0^^^'^^^^^^^^lk0^0^^^0^^0^0^^^% 



ARTICLE VI. 
Letter from Dr. Westcott. 

Ik giving place to Dr. Bakers's communication in the Journal, 
we thought it no more than just, that our collegue Dr. Westcott, 
should see it, previously to its publication, as it related principally 
to him. We, therefore, sent it to Dr. W., and have received, in 
reply to our note which accompanied Dr. B's communication, 
the following letter. — BaU. Ed. 

Syracuse, May 12, 1846. 
Friend Harris : 

Tour favor enclosing Dr. E. Baker's article, or counter 
^'protest/' for my inspection and review, was received by yes- 
terday's mail. Having just transmitted to you, for publication a 
review of a very similar document from C. O. Allen, M. D., I 
do not regard it worth while to encumber the pages of the Jour- 
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nal with any separate review of Dr. Baker's article. I have 
given it a very careful reading and think it reflects upon the 
author much more credit for literature, than for sound views, 
in regard to the art of stopping teeth. I am certainly very glad 
to have Dr. Bak^r speak for himself, and I am, on the whole, 
pleased with the style and temper of his remarks, notwithstand- 
ing, he takes me to task for impertinence. But in regard to his 
views of amalgams, for stopping teeth, and also upon several 
other topics which he brings up, I of course hold a very dif- 
ferent opinion from those set forth by him, in his communica* 
tion. Although I have taken some pains to understand the 
precise aim of this production, yet 1 confess, it is in my mind, 
somewhat enigmatical. Whether the object of his communicar 
tion is to defend the claims of amalgams, and the rights of their 
advocates, or to demonstrate that those who have hitherto con- 
sidered them as unfit for filling teeth, and who have not changed 
their mindsj are ^'fools ;" or to prove that the persecution which 
the doctor claims for himself and friends, necessarily rank him and 
them, with the sages and martyrs of former times, who also suf- 
fered* because they were in advance of their age, in wbdom and 
goodness ; or whether it was more to get a medium, through 
which to administer to me, a firiendly castigation, is not quite 
certain. But perhaps these may not be considered important 
queries* 

In regard to that part of his article intended expressly for my 
benefit, I have only to say, that I trust my juniority ^ which he 
takes so much pains, by frequent repetition, to hold out in bold 
relief, will enable me to out grow the cicatrices, with which his 
lashes might otherwise mark me for life. Yon doubtless noticed 
that his positioA upon most of the topics which he has discussed 
in common with Or. Allen, are the same, or at least very similar 
to those taken by the latter. For example, both contend that 
amalgams may be used judiciously in certain cases, yet neither 
of them has seen fit u> inform the profession, what we are to un- 
derstand by this phrase, ^^certain cases." Now it occurs to me, 
that if Dr. Baker really thinks amalgam Hhe very best filling in 
certain cases," and is, at the same time, as he would have ua 
understand, &x more anxious to ^^assist mankind, than to be 
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eammendedf^^ that his benevolence and philanthropy would 
have suggested to him the propriety of informing the professiouy 
how this great assistance could *be rendered to mankind. Per^ 
haps he thinks this obligation has been discharged. in. the ex- 
pression of his views upon this point to the Society, at the last 
meeting, and which were recorded by Dr. E. Parmly, in a note 
appended to his inlrodi\ctory address. 

Dr. Parmly's record, (Vol. vi. No. 1, of the Journal,) is as 
follows — ^''He" (Dr. Baker,) "admitted before you all, that it is 
a, bodying — that it is the worst kindofJUling-^ihdX iiis anasty 
filling, and that it is the worst thing in the world to Jill teeth wUh^ 
except as a filing for the mere shell of a tooth, that wiU bear 
nothing else J' . In relation to the sentiments as above expressed, 
Dr. P. observes in th&same note, that "such an admission fiooi 
such a man as Dr. Baker, should make the face of every honor- 
able man blush,* to own that he uses it, or to give, the slightest 

• • • 

encouragement, or in any way sanction its use." 

■Now if such is the descriptionof thedoctor's "certain cases," knd 
he has made no. other revelation to my knowledge, I fear he 
will be puzzled to n^ake it appear that a filling, wliich in small 
cavities, is. a "bad" and "nasty" filling, is any uother than such 
in large, or as would appear fromhis own description, monstrous 
cavities. * • , ' 

. It is a logic which common minds cannot comprehend. Now 
id respect.to filling teeth^I am willing to take the position, and 
will endes^vor to sustain it by works, that any tooth which can 
be materially benefitted by any filling, can be stoj^ped with gold . 
or tin. • • * ■ 

To put this question to a practical test, .1 would like to have 
Dr. B. present to the society, at the liext tneeting, some cases in 
which he thinks amalgams should be used, and if it is decided 
by the society, or by a committee appointed by .them, that the 
teeth so presented, are proper cases for filling in any way, or 
with -any material, I will volunteer to make the attempt with- 
ffold,' These cases might be presented from year- to ye^Jr, and 
the work' examined. In this way one question at leiiftst might 
be settled, ^z. whether mineral paste is used by j>eison8 coDt- 
petent to do good work> as a matter of convenience^ or as a mat* 
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ier of fiecessitf/. Even this would be placing the issue on the 
ground, that the ^^paste'' possessed no positively noxious quali- 
ties, which is a supposition by no means to be admitted, after 
the abundant proof which has been exhibited to the contrary. 

The society viewing the subject in this light, entered an un- 
conditional protest against it That Dr. B. might have been 
surprised At the views of the society, is highly probable, from his 
last communication, but is it not strange that he was surprised 
to find the pledge, when it came to his t^and, <4n accordance 
with the resolutions," which prescribed its particular form?-^ 
especially when you know that he was present during the en- 
tire discussion of these resolutions, and when (if I mistake not) 
they were passed ? Not only ^so, but I boldly assert that he 
consented jo acquiesce in this very proceeding of the society. 

-The constitutionality of this proceeding, the doctor discusses 
somewhat learnedly, quoting (with slight alteration) from Web- 
ster's large Dictionary, the definition and application of the term, 
constitution. His reasoning under this head is all very well. 
I freely admit, that if this act can be shown to conflict either 
with the true intent of the constitution, or with the legitimate 
objects of the association, that it is null and void, but till then, 
it will stand. Perltaps^ "striking from the roll," does not mean 
'^expelling," but there can be no doubt that it would at least 
mean suspending^ and the act is, therefore, if it has any virtue, 
one which would disfranchise every member, whose name was 
so stricken from the roll, and to restore such members, it would 
require direct action of the society, or of those members in full 
standing. Now, if deciding questions by ballot, is the ^^brute 
fwcsj^ which Dr. B. anticipates in his communication, that 
will be exercised, then I think- he will not be disappointed, for 
I have no idea that the legitimate voters in the society, will see 
fit to revoke their decision, made at the last meeting, however 
brutal it may be regarded, by those who find it convenient to 
use amalgams. 

Although I have protracted my letter to much greater length 
than I anticipated doing when I' commenced it, yet I cannot 
refrain from noticing two or three other points, upon which Dr. 
B. lays some stress; 

VOL. VI. — 40 
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The doctor refers to the resolutions of the Virginia Society, to 
show the tyranny and brutality of the measure of the Americaa 
Society, and seems to rely upon them for sympathy. But how, 
entertaining such vie vs of the practice^ as he does, can he ex- 
pect sympathy and support from a society who have declared, 
by a resolution unanimously passed, and without the least 
qualification, the very article for which Dr. B. contends to be, 
^entirely ur^for^ and highly objecti(mable ctsfiUhigsfor carious 
teethf^ and ^^that the vsfi of anudgams in dental practice^ is 
BMPiRiOAL," and who, moreover, in the same resolution, that 
^^it ia hereby declared to be malpractice?'' 

Now, how a man who uses and declares his determination to 
use this very same ^^nasty^* material, which is in the above 
quoted resolution of the Virginia Society, so fully and so un- 
compromisingly denounced and proscribed, can look to this 
source for countenance or authority, I have not the sagacity to 
comprehend ! True, this society complain of the means em- 
ployed by the American Society, to rid herself of this blighting 
evil, which both societies view in the same light, yet the Vir- 
ginia Society have, by no meaus extended either sympathy or 
encouragement, to any who are known to use this article, which 
they so strongly denounce, much less to those who publicly 
declare their intention to continue its use. 

Again, Dr. Baker refers to G. S. Brewster, as ^foreign ^^pro* 
phety^^ and who for thisreasoUy should be heard and accredited. 
Now, if Dr. B. thinks Mr. Brewster's authority enhanced by his 
residence in Paris, I beg leave to differ with him in opinion. 
That Mr. Brewster has used the amalgam for sometime, is to me 
no new fact, but I confess, I had never dreamed that this con- 
stituted any reason why we, who live in the '^land o^ steady 
habits," and who are in most respects, very differently situated, 
should adopt either his sentiments or practice. Nay, on the 
other hand, I had gone upon the supposition that the very strik- 
ing dhange which had been wrought in Mr. Brewster's views 
and practice, had arisen somewhat from his particular residence, 
and the peculiar circumstances, by which he has been sur- 
rounded for the last few years. To say the least, as I view 
them, they have been such as are well calculated to enhance all 
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the virtues any practice does possess, which makes so little tax 
upon time, and physical exertion and skill, as does the practice 
in question. It strikes me, therefore, that if a residence in Paris 
can have any bearing upon Mr. Brewster's testimony as authority 
upon this subject^ that it would tend to weaken, rather than 
strengthen it, and I think it not unfair to presume, that had this 
accomplished, and highly reputed gentleman remained an Amer- 
iean dentist, that he would still be found ^< thundering forth 
universal condemnation against the use of this article." In re* 
lation to Mr. Brewster's testimony, relative to the vniveraal em* 
ployment of amalgam for stopping teeth, by European dentistSi 
it by no means accords with my understanding of this matter. 
But my time will not now permit me to enlarge upon this point. 
At a proper time, I will lay before the readers of the Journal, 
some statistics which I think will somewhat change the com- 
plexion of this feature in the case. 

Before I close my letter, I wish to notice briefly. Dr. Baker's 
reprimand for my allusion to Atm^on a former occasion. He ob* 
serves in relation to my remarks, that they are "objectionable, 
both in manner y matter and statement of facts." 

You being familiar with the history of the transactions which 
gave rise to the article, to which Dr. B. alludes, will readily 
understand the following statement of circumstances which 
will serve to account for, if not excuse, any allusion which 1 
made to Dr. B., in the article of which he complains. These 
circumstances were as follows : 

The subject of amalgams had undergone a long discussion 
at the late annual meeting of the society, and as was supposed 
by all, fully disposed of. Dr. Baker was present during the 
whole session, and participated in the discussion, and notwith- 
standing he at first objected to signing the pledge, described in 
the resolutions^ then passed, he did consent to acquiesce in the 
measure, which of course included signing said protest The 
meeting broke up with this understanding; but no sooner was 
the pledge issued, than he addressed a letter to me, showing 
most plainly, that he had been "convinced against his will." 
Hence, held his old "opinion still." More than this— he, in 
this letter, denounced the proceedings of the society, in the 



316 Letter from Ur. Westcott. [Jctke* 

strongest language, and in terms illy becoming one situated as 
he was, after having acquiesced in these proceedings, and ac* 
cepted an office^ after the resolutions were passed, the protest 
ordered, and explicitly described. 

About this time, I received several other letters of similar im- 
port, but not from any other man, who was present during the 
meeting, at which the matter had been discussed. To these 
several attacks upon the American Society, from her own mem- 
bers, and especially the one from Dr. Baker, I thought some 
reply was called for. Now, who was to make this reply, the 
society was, pro tem., virtually disbanded, and had every mem- 
ber taken the same course, as did Dr. B., it would have resulted 
in a^no/ disbanding of the association, for all were alike sus- 
pended, till they had complied with the requisition, or had signed 
and returned the circular. Now, it struck me as highly proper, 
that the society should be apprised of the exact standing of the 
matter, at this juncture. So much importance did I attach to 
this new and unexpected turn, that I consulted the President in 
relation to the propriety of calling an extra session, to make 
some provision for this unlocked for exigency. It is very evi- 
dent that no one but myself could make any report of progress, 
as the whole business of issuing and receiving the protests, and 
all other documents pertaining thereunto, was put into my 
hands. I therefore, as the society's agent, through the Journal, 
as their organ, made the report contained in the article of which 
Dr. B. complains. I made just so much allusion to Dr. B's 
letter as I thought the case required, considering him the leader 
of his party. So much for the occasion and the '^manner. *^ I 
leave it to the society, as whose agent I was acting, to declare 
whether my course was justifiable, or whether, as Dr. B. claims, 
it was reprehensible. 

As to the "matter and statement of facts," which he makes 
also a subject of complaint, I have only to say that I did not in- 
tend by any means to misrepresent him. But on receiving a letter 
from him, a short time after my article appeared in the Journal, 
charging me with "gross misstatements," &c., I felt that I owed 
it to myself, as well as to him, to see if some retraction should 
not be made, or whether it was not possible I had misunder- 
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stood, and hence misstated in respect to some of the points of 
complaint. 

To this end, I made a very thorough investigation in regard 
to every point involved, and the result has confirmed the belief, 
that 1 have nothing to retract, not even excepting my allusion 
to the Mallans persecution.* True, Dr. Baker's name was not 
on the card which was circulated, to expose their villainy, nor 
was he on the committee which issued it, but the doctor will 
not deny that he was privy to, and encouraged that measure, 
and paid liberdlly towards footing the bills incurred by prosecut- 
ing it, all of which I regard very creditable to him — creditable 
alike, to his wish to do good, and his liberality. 

I will only notice one other portion of Dr. B's communication. 
1 allude to his effort to rank those who use amalgams ^4n certain 
cases," and are persecuted therefor^ with the benefactors and 
wise men of former times, who suffered similar persecution. 

He has brought forward, a host of ^'pictorials and illustra- 
tions," to show that great men have alwai/s been persecuted. 
True he does not add in words — hence we are persecuted — or 
this is just our case, but it would verily appear, that his reason- 
ing invites us to fill up the blank with one of these expressions. 
It appears to me, however, that the doctor would not relish all 
the applications that might be made of his argument. The 
Crawcours were persecuted as we learn, from Dr. B. himself, and 
I have no doubt that the Mallans were also. Now this logic, 
without limit, would apply as well to them, as to the greatest 
benefactor that ever lived, and they might with the same plau- 
sibility claim, that they were persecuted, because the world was 
too ignorant to appreciate their real merit and character. The 
truth is, that persecution can of itself, prove nothing more than 
that the sentiments or acts of those persecuted, are at variance 
with the views of the persecutors. It would not prove either 

• Notwithstanding, I still regard Dr. Baker aa one who was en- 
gaged in this persecution, if it can be so styled , yet perhaps it cannot be 
justly said, that he was "foremoii^^ in it, as 1 have no evidence that he 
originated the scheme, or that he was the leader in carrying it on. This 
expression in my original article, rather alluded to the fact, that ''he paid 
more money than any other individual," to make the measure efficient. 
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party to be made up either of wise men or fools, and hence I 
am unable to see the bearing of his logic, as applied to the per- 
secution of which he complains. You will please pardon me 
for the great length of this letter, and believe me, 

Cordially, yours, 

A. WESTCOTT. 



ARTICLE VII. 

Case of Fungous Tumor occupying the Left Maxillary SinuSy 
Successfully Treated by the Extraction of the First and Second 
Superior Molares of the Affected Side. By Chapin A. Har- 
ris, M. U., D. D. S. 

Miss L , of Baltimore, twenty-two years of age, of a bilious 

temperament, called to consult me in relation to the condition of 
her teeth, on the 10th of February last On examination, the 
crowns of the first and second superior molares of the left side 
were found badly decayed, and which, from the destruction of 
the greater portion of their sockets, were much loosened. The 
gums on either side of them were very much swollen, spongy, 
and had a livid appearance ; from between the edges of which, 
whenever the teeth were touched, a thin, fetid matter, occasion- 
ally streaked with blood and pus, was discharged. She com- 
plained of a sensation of fulness and occasionally of slight pain 
in her left cheek. The affected molares had been troublesome 
and sensitive to the touch for nearly three years, resulting, as 
she supposed, from a severe cold, as she suffered about that time, 
for near two weeks, the most violent pain in them. She had, 
subsequently, several times, been urged by her friends to have 
these teeth removed, but the fear of pain had prevented her from 
submitting to the operation. 

Fearing that the diseased condition of the sockets of the 
affected molares had extended to the antrum maxillare, and 
confident that the parts immediately involved could not be re- 
stored to health so long as they remained in the mouth, I advised 
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her to have them removed. After much persuasion, she con- 
sented to submit to the operation. 

The gums being separated- from the teeth, I at once grasped 
the first molaris with a pair of forceps, and proceeded to remove 
it It readily yielded to a very slight force, but the moment 
this was applied, a gush of blood issued from the left nostril, and 
the complete removal of the tooth being prevented by a fungous 
excrescence which had*originated from the extremity of its roots, 
and passed up into the antrum, the true nature of the affection 
at once suggested itself to my mind. The tooth, after being 
partially removed, was liberated by cutting the excrescence. 

The hemorrhage for a few minutes was profuse, but after it 
had partially subsided, the socket was examined, when an open* 
ing was discovered through the floor of the antrum, large 
enough to admit the end of the little finger, — the fungous 
peduncle, after its separation from the roots of the tooth, having 
contracted, had passed up into this cavity. This was now par- 
tially explored by means of a small probe, and found to be 
nearly filled with a soft, spongy tumor, which bled profusely 
from the slightest injury. Finding a portion of the floor of the 
antrum, back of the tooth which had just been extracted, in a 
necrosed condition, and partially exfoliated, I extracted the 
second molaris, which also had a fungous excrescence upon the 
extremity of its roots, that passed up through an opening from 
its socket into this cavity, and then removed the dead bone. 
This occupied the space between the two teeth. 

An opening was now formed through the floor of the antrum, 
of about an inch in length, and more than a quarter of an inch 
in width, which enabled me to explore the interior of the cavity 
more thoroughly than I had previously been able to do. The 
tumor, which at first had completely filled it, had, from the 
hemorrhage which had been caused by the extraction of the 
two teeth, become so reduced in size, that I was enabled to 
pass a small curved probe between it and the walls of the 
sinus, and by this means to satisfy myself that it had no 
connection with any part of this cavity. There was no danger, 
therefore, to be apprehended of a reproduction of the excres- 
cence after its removal, which was easily effected, by piece-meal, 
with a small, sharp-pointed hook, and a nanow bladed knife. 
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The opening through the alveolar border into the antmm 
soon closed, and the parts, in a short time, were restored to a 
healthy condition. 

Remarks. — It is well known to dental practitioners, that large 
fungous excrescences or tubercles sometimes form upon the ex- 
tremity of the root of a tooth, and that when it occurs on the 
root of an upper molaris, if the floor of the antrum be very thin, 
an opening is formed through it, and instead of remaining in 
the alveolus, it passes up into this cavity, where it occasionally 
attains a very large size, and this is precisely what had taken 
place in the case just described. But in this instance, spongy 
excrescences from two teeth had passed up into the antrum, 
united, grew until they had filled the entire cavity, and caused 
a necrosis of a portion of its floor. 

What would have been the result, had the teeth been per- 
mitted to remain, is not difficult to conjecture. The pressure of 
the excrescence, as it augmented in size, would have caused a 
necrosis of the entire floor, if not of the walls of the antrum, 
which would ultimately have become detached and displaced, 
carrying it and the diseased teeth with them. But, in the mean 
time, other parts might have become involved in a worse and 
more unmanageable form of disease. 



€o Ucctanca* 

Hemorrhagie Dialhesii — Ten Days Hemorrhage after the Exiraetion of a 
J^okar Tooih^ — Dr. Clay of Manchester reports, in the Medical Times, the 
case of a boy, aged fourteen, who applied to a druggist to hare a tooth et- 
tracted on the 17th of N07. last. Considerable hemorrhage occurred im- 
mediately after the operation. On the following day, (Nov. 18th,) the 
hemorrhage continued in increased quantity. The family became alarmed, 
and the druggist having failed to stop the flow of blood by plugging the 
parts with lint moistened with the tinct. myrrK, and other styptics, I was 
sent for. I found the boy bleeding freely, with the whole interior of his 
month cauterised by the nitrate of silver, which bad been previously ap- 
plied to such an extent that much unnecessary pain and inconvenience 
were caused in the after-treatment. The plugs applied at the time of my 
arrival not checking the flow of blood, I removed the whole, and had the 
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mouth well waahed out, and, with a strong light, ascertained, as well as I 
eottld, the injury the parts had sustained. I found that the third molar 
tooth of the upper jaw, on the right side, had been extracted, and the soft 
parts extensively lacerated, not only forwards but backwards, almost to the 
fauces, and also a deep laceration in the cheek \ in addition to this exten- 
sively lacerated surface, the alveolar processes had been broken down by 
the violence used. As might be expected, blood poured out from different 
parts of the injured surface, of a decidedly arterial character. 

Before detailing the treatment of this case, I will give some particulars of 
the family to which the boy belongs, in many of the members of which the 
hemorrhagic tendency is much developed ; this is entirely confined, how- 
ever, to the maternal side, and the facts were .only recollected casually 
during the treatment. 

The boy's uncle (William) had a tooth drawn, which bled freely for 
some days. A second uncle (Josh.) had an injury of the head, which bled 
for some days, and only yielded to very energetic treatment. A third uncle, 
when about the same age as the present patient, had a tooth extracted, 
which bled profusely for eleven days. An elder brother had a tooth extract- 
ed, which bled seven or eight days. Another brother had a cut finger, 
which bled for two or three days, and a tooth extracted, which bled three or 
four days. Lastly, the subject of the present case, when about four yean 
old, had a tooth extracted, which bled four days ; when eleven years old, he 
cut his thumb, which bled five or six days ; when about twelve years old, 
another tooth was extracted, which bled two or three days; thus, previous 
to the present accident, there had been no less than nine cases of prolonged 
hemorrhage from injury occurring to members of this family. No attention, 
however, seems to have been paid to these facts, which had been so far 
forgotten, that no care was used to select a competent person to perform the 
present tooth extraction. 

After having ascertained the extent of injury, as before stated, I replaced 
the plugs, saturated with the tinct. fer. mur., adapting them with great 
care to the injured parts* A well fitted piece of cork was then inserted in 
order to increase the pressure, and , the mouth was closed, as the hemor- 
rhage appeared to be checked. .1 left the mitient, but was sent for again in 
three or four hours, and found him hleeding quite as freely as at first. Con- 
sidering that it arose from deficiency of pressure in some part of the plugs,! 
determined on removing them. I used the tinct. fer. mur. with a few drops 
of muriatic acid for the second dressing, and replaced the plugs and subse- 
quent pressure with every care, but the extent of laceration was such, 
that it was impossible to produce pressure oh all the partsat once. A sec- 
ond time all appeared quiet, but In a few hours the bleeding was as active 
as ever. Some particulars of the family tendency were now told me, and 
1 determined on using the matico; first, by covering the parts with the pow- 
der, supported by pads of dry lint, adding a cork padj and fastening the 
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jaws dose u^ether, and, after a trial of fiome hours, without heneit, bjr 
using the moistened leaf of the plant with no better effect. The powdered 
aecale corautum was next tried, stili the wound bled as freely as before. 
It now became manifest that the constitution was at fault, in addition to the 
great injury by laceration, and it was also equally evident that unless some 
rery determined course was taken, the boy must sink. I was arerse to the 
use of the actual cautery, and equally so to tying the external or common 
carotid, but these means, with an attempt at constitutional treatment, were 
the only ones left. I determined on taking another opinion before I pro- 
ceeded any further. Shortly after Mr. Wilson met me in coasultatioD, and 
it was agreed to give the matico another trial, but with no greater success 
than on the former occasion. Active purgatives were given, and, at a second 
m.eeting, it was determined to try the old fashioned remedy ^'Rutpkd^M 9iyp- 
lte,"-not only externally, but in two tea-Spooosful doses every three or four 
hours; no good, however, appeared ;.the matico was then placed on pads, 
moistened with Ruspini's styptic, but still the bleeding continued. At every 
opportunity, when new dressings were applied, as much nourishment as 
possible was poured into the system, consisting of milk, eggs, strong broths, 
jellies, &c. Ice was applied about the neck and throat, and whenever an 
opportunity offered, the mouth was washed out with iced water. Things 
proceeded thus to the end of the sixth day, with little or no abatement of 
the hemorrhage, the boy's countenance became blanched, with a wandering 
and anxious expression. It was now determined to use the actual cautery; 
this was freely and frequently applied, but not the slightest good resulted 
from it ; it was no sooner burned in one place where the bleeding seemed 
most frequent than it burst out at another, and when that again was seared, 
the former eschar (if it could be called one) gave way and bled as freely aa 
before. This cruel mode, which the boy bore with the most heroic forti- 
tude, was finally abandoned as useless, if not productive of mischief by en- 
larging the abraded surface. It was equally evident that any operation of 
tying the artery would only be adding a fresh wound to contend with. 
Constitutional. treatnient alone remained. A consultation was held by my- 
self, Mr. Ainsworth, Mr. Thorpe and Mr. Wilson, when it was determined 
to give internally the following mixture : — 

R Plumbi. super, acet. 5 ss ; Acid. acet. dil. § ss ; Syr. Rhead. J as; 
Mist camph. $ v. M. ft. mist, g vi.* Sumat aeger coch. magn. duo omni 
tertia hor^. 

Thud, five grains of the acetate of lead were given every three hours, or 
nearly so, in addition to which, pads saturated with the liq. plumbi. diaeet 
were applied to the bleeding surfaces, with as correct a pressure as possible. 
Twenty-four hours passed under this treatment without improvement. At 
a second consultation with the gentlemen above named, in addition to whom 
Mr. Bamfa!er> a 'retired practitioner;, and formerly the medical attendant of 
the family was present, it wHs agreed to persevere with the acetate of lead 
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mixture until the day following, continuing also the pads of lint saturated 
with the liq. plumbi. diacet., coFering the pads also with finely pulverised 
tnatico. On the following morning, much to the satisfaction of all parties, 
the bleeding was checked ; this was the tenth day, and up to this time he 
had taken nearly a drachm of the acetate of lead. The boy began to com- 
plain of pain in the stomach and head ; it was therefore evident we cotjdd 
not proceed further with the acetate ; and as the bowels had not been moved 
since its exhibition, it was determined to substitute the sulphate of soda, 
which the American physicians speak so highly of. A saturated solution 
was ordered to the extent of a wine-glassful, eveqr four hours, and in a 
very short time the bowels were acted upon. The bleeding was perfectly 
arrested from the tenth day, great care being taken for some time in re- 
moving the pads, and which were for several days moistened with the 
liq. plumbi. diacet. I have omitted to mention that the head was shaved 
when the constitutional treatment commenced, and that evaporating lotions 
were kept constantly upon it. From the tenth day, the boy very gradu- 
ally recovered, though extremely reduced. He is now (December .29th) 
comparatively well, and all the soft parts of the mouth are perfectly healed. 
This case is an instructive one, as it serves to show how very little de- 
pendance can be placed on styptics, or, indeed, on any local application ; 
in cases of hemorrhagic diathesis, constitutional treatment alone is the best, 
indeed the only mode by which we can hope for permanent advantage. I 
have seen cases reported, where abstraction of blood has been practised, 
but for what end I am utterly at a loss to understand, except that of ascer- 
taining (by analysis) if the blood be deficient in fibrine ; but surely it is un- 
necessary to do this, as it does nothing towards the cure, whereas the ab- 
straction of blood adds to the difiiculties of the case. If such cases were 
difllcult of diagnosis, the test might be barely justifiable, but they are not; 
therefore, to take from the mass of an already too impoverished system, 
cannot, in my opinion, be defended on any grounds. The actual cautery, 
I think, is equally to be condemned, fresh wounds should never be made, 
and this applies also to the tying of any artery, the common carotid being 
the only one likely to effect a check in hemorrhage from the gums; yet, as 
that has been done by the first English surgeons, and has failed, it ought 
never to be again resorted to. It will, perhaps, be unnecessary to inquire 
how the acetate of lead or the sulphate of soda effected the object sought in 
this case, IhiU u, to restore the principle of coagulation to the blood. That 
the blood is deficient in fibrine will, I think, be generally admitted, but there 
is nothing in half a drachm of acetate of lead, nor even in an ounce or two of 
sulphate of soda, to which can be attributed the formation of a new supply 
of fibrine in a few hours. These meafis must act on some other principle, 
perhaps by abstracting a considerable portion of the serous part of the blood, 
the lessened mass which remains, being more in proportion for the object 
of coagulation than heretofore, accomplishes the wished-for resalt At any 
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rate, it is fortunate to have two such remedies as the plumbi. sup. acet. and 
the sulphate of soda, inasmuch as the first cannot be used long without 
producing very distressing symptoms, pains in the head and stomach, and 
obstinate constipation. But by pushing it rapidly in large doses until these 
symptoms come on, and then substituting a strong solution of the sulphate 
of soda, which, while it opens the bowels, and relieves the pains produced by 
the lead, has an equally specific power in improving the tendency to a 
healthy coagulation, we possess a good means of treating cases of this 
nature. 



JVecrom cf Ihe Lower Jaw. — At a recent meeting of the Medical Society 
ifEmtdation, in Paris, M. Depaul related the case of a girl aged eight years, 
who had, previously to her applying to him, enjoyed good health, became 
affected, in March, 1845, with a severe pain in the left side of the lower 
jaw, the pain being apparently due to decay of the two first temporary mo- 
lar teeth. The pain shortly afterwards subsided, but was reproduced soon 
after the cessation of a slight eruption of scarlatina. A swelling then show- 
ed itself in the lower jaw, and was followed by an abscess which opened in 
the mouth at first, and created, a little later, ulceration beneath the angle of 
the maxilla. The abundance of suppuration weakened the patient conside- 
rably, and hectic fever and nocturnal perspirations also contributed to the 
impoverishment of her constitution. Under those circumstances, M. De- 
pauPs attendance was requested, and he found, on examination, (July 29,) 
that a loose fragment of denuded bone could be distinctly felt with a probe 
through the cutaneous ulcer, and with the extremity of the litde finger in- 
troduced into the orifice situated within the mouth. Having slightly en- 
larged the inner opening of the abscess, M. Depaul removed a dead frag- 
ment which had formed the angle of the jaw, the greater part of its ramus, 
and one- third at least of its body. The necrosed structure contained a tooth 
belonging to second dentition. Since the operation the condition of the 
patient is very much improved, the febrile symptoms have disappeared, and 
the orifice of the abscess secretes no more pus. 
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A Coie of TeioKM SueeesrfuUy Treated.^Mr, Pushaw states in the Lan> 
cet, that he was consulted by a patient who was laboring under a alight 
stiffness of the neck; had pain and difficulty on moving his head, legs, &c. 
I inquired if he had sustained any injury. He said he had not. Ordered a 
smart purgative of calomel and jalap, a warm bath for twenty minutes, and 
an antispasmodic mixture of sulphuric ether and tincture of opium. To- 
wards evening the rigidity of the muscles of the head and neck increased, 
attended with difiicolty in swallowing, tightness about the chest, and ina- 
bility to move the jaw ; the teeth were firmly set^ almost every muscle 
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quite rigid, and the spine bent into an arch, leaving no doubt as to the na- 
ture of the case. The boy still denied having received any injury. Ordered 
the spine to be well rubbed with a strong liniment, and the warm bath to be 
repeated. Next day the boy told me that, on the previous Saturday, 
(18th Oct.) while stooping at play, a person struck him with a stick over 
the loins. He did not seem to have felt it much at the first, but the fol- 
lowing day said that he felt as if unable to move his legs. Examined the 
spine, no mark of any injury, but he complained of a slight tenderness over 
the lumbar region of the spine. Ordered nine ounces of blood to be re- 
moved by the cupping-glass from the spot where he seemed to feel most pain. 
No relief. Next day ordered a dozen leeches to the same place, and a large 
blister along the spine. The symptoms not relieved. The warm bath as 
before. Unloaded the lower bowels by a saline enema, and gave an opiate. 
Next day to administer two grains of calomel every three hours, with a 
view to affect the mouth ; continued for forty-eight hours, and, although 
aided by the copious use of strong mercurial ointment rubbed in inside the 
thighs, failed in producing the desired effect. Leeches again to the spine. 
Acted on the bowels by a dose of croton oil, and^then administered the oil 
of turpentine by the mouth, and as an enema. After a due trial this failed. 
Ordered a blister to the lumbar region of the spine, and two grains of the 
muriate of morphia to be sprinkled over the blistered surface, and gave the 
solution in large doses, and at short intervals, but without the least benefit. 
Several medical friends attended with me, and the above means were per- 
severed in for three weeks. The patient was rapidly sinking from want of 
nourishment, &c. A physician, who had seen the case, kindly sent me 
The Lancet, of 22d March, 1845, in which there ie a case recorded by 
J. W. Stapleton, Elsq., "On the Administration of Intoxicating doses of Al- 
cohol in Tetanus ;" but the result not being favorable, I declined this mode 
of treatment. I had thought of the Indian hemp, but the conclusions of Dr. 
Lawrie, of Glasgow, after having tried it in twenty-six cases, gave me little 
conCdence in it. 

I was, however, inclined to try belladonna, or arnica, when the friends 
desired a consultation with a French physician. He advised a trial of the 
hydropathic treatment. Many difficulties presented. The patient was at a 
distance from my house ; I could not receive him there, nor had 1 liberty to 
treat him at the public hospital, and the system, to be fairly tried, required 
more favorable circumstances than those in which the boy was placed. 
However, I at once enveloped him in a linen sheet, well wrung out of cold 
water. Over this I placed three or four good blankets, &c., so as to exclude 
the air, and prevent evaporation. Kept the patient in this condition for an 
hour, by which time the temperature of the sheet was 100^ Fahr. The co- 
verings were removed, and the patient plunged into a cold bath, nibbed quite 
dry, and enveloped in dry blankets for six hours, during which time he per* 
spired very freely, and slept soundly, and said he "felt quite dnckJ* Re- 
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petted the cold bath while in a state of profuse perspiratioD, and, after an 
interval of an hour, the wet sheet and subsequent cold bath. This was re- 
peated every six hours, and after twenty-four hours, the jaw relaxed a little, 
and the spine became less bent. I now placed him under the douche for 
three minutes, the water falling from a height of twenty feet, and in a stream 
of one inch and a half diameter. Dried and enveloped in the blankets as 
before. Able to open the mouth a little. Ordered the sheet and cold bath 
as before, and ten days from the commencement of the treatment, every 
symptom yielded, and the boy is now quite well. It cannot be said that 
«'cold water'' is a new remedy in such cases, for Dr. Cullen, in his ''First 
Lines of the Practice of Physic," published in 1796, p. 341, observes, "The 
administration of it is sometimes by bathing the*person in the sea, or, more 
frequently, by throwing cold water from a bason or bucket upon the patient's 
body, over the whole of it. When this is done, the body is carefully wiped 
dry, wrapped in blankets, and laid in bed, and, at the same time, an opiate 
is given, and, by repeating this, the patient is often quickly cured." Be- 
lieving the douche to be a decided improvement on the bucket of water, and 
the wet sheet on the opiate, (for its effects are most soothing,) I would crave 
for this case a comer in your valuable jonmal. My medical friend, who 
sent me The Lancbt containing Mr. Stapleton's case, observed, that in such 
diseases, every contribution is valuable. With this thought, I enclose it to 
you. 



Merotii, 4^., from the Pttmtn tf lAe Pens fih^tenlicB. — M. Monod, at a 
meeting of the Academy of Sciences, related some curious cases of this 
disease, which had come under his care, one of which arose from the pres- 
sure of the wisdom tooth on the root of the second molar, occasioned much 
inconvenience and suffering. A gentleman became deaf in both ears with- 
out any evident cause ; at the same time he complained of severe rheuma- 
tic pains in both rami of the maxilla. No tooth was decayed, but the locali- 
sation of the pain in the vicinity of the second molar induced M. Monod to 
remove it. After the operation, the symptoms immediately disappeared. 
On examination of the fangs of the extracted tooth, they were found to be 
worn and dovetailed by the pressure of the wisdom tooth. 

A man, aged 80, whose teeth had all fallen away, presented, near the 
angle of the maxilla, a fistulous opening, kept open by the presence of ne- 
crosis. On examination of the mouth, a tumefaction was noticed in an 
alveola: the part was carefully probed, a tooth was discovered and extracted, 
and the fistula closed ; it was the wisdom tooth. — M. Quersant : A girl, 
Stat. 16, was brought to M. Guersant, with a fistulous opening in the ante* 
rior region of the neck, the consequence of an abscess. On examining the 
teeth, he found that one of the inferior canine teeth, was discolored, and that 
he could introduce a probe between the tooth and the alveola : the tooth 
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was lemoyed and the fistola cared withoat delay. M. Chassaii^ae re- 
marked that in preparing the lymphatics of the head and neck in young 
sabjects, he had often met with an anatomical change of atrocture^ of some 
interest to the present debate. The tooth examined in the alreola presents 
no alteration; but the maxilla being completely denuded, is found perforated 
with sereral small holes in the neighborhood of the root of the tooth. If this 
diseased lamina of bone 6e removed, the fang of the tooth is generally found 
diseased and surrounded with pus. This intra-alveokr caries must often 
escape observation during life, and is, doubtless, in many instances, the 
cause of the enlargement of the maxillary ghmds, and of certain purulent 
collections of the same region. 
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On JWercMif of the Jaw Bcnes, — At a recent meeting of the Medical So- 
ciety of Nuremberg, Dr.Heifelder spoke on necrosis of the jaw, first men- 
tioned by Dr. Lorinser, of Vienna, and lately occurring in Vienna and Nu- 
remberg, among individuals employed in the manufacture of matches, and 
attributable to the inhalations of phosphoric vapors. Drs. Sicherer and 
Dlurohardt then stated that similar cases had. fallen under their notice in 
Ludwigsburg and Stuttgart, especially m the latter place, in children. Pro- 
fessor Dietz remarked, that up to this time the disease had been found to 
affect only the female workers of one and the same manufactory. Much 
had been ascribed to the influence of the woikshop, through which an ex- 
cessive draft of air passed, and the laborers, on account of the high tempe- 
rature maintained, wore very light clothing. Similar cases, however, have 
since been noticed in other places, and it appeare probable that the disease 
arose from the phosphorous vapors with which these localities are impreg- 
nated. This opinion seems the more likely, as many patients had not been 
exposed to the influence of the chloride of potassium, (chlorate of potassa.) 
It cannot be overlooked, however, that during the time the manufactory of 
Nuremberg has employed phosphorus free from arsenic, the number of 
patients has become less. Professor Fuchs remarked, that arsenical vapora 
are by far less injurious to health than has been hitherto supposed. This 
is proved in the case of the mines in the Hartz mountains. Professor 
Scherer objected to allot any share in the production of the above disease to 
arsenic, as it is not so volatile as phosphorus. The president said that the 
efiect of arsenic is frequently seen gradually to disappear. Dr. Rooer had 
observed a similar evil affecting male individuals. This discussion having 
been brought to a close. Professor Dietz and Dr. Geist introduced three pa- 
tients who had been under their treatment. These cases were the more 
interesting as, in two of them, the disease' was in its first stage; and several 
specimens of the lower jawbone, partly extracted by an operation, and partly 
removed after death, were well adapted, by their pathological changes, to 
show the termination of the disease. 
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Dkmaa if (he Tongue, — Mr. Lawrence obsenres tliat the most frequent 
forms of disease in the tongue are ulceration^ generally superficial, some- 
times more deeply seated ; swelling and thickening of the mucous mem- 
brane; swelling and induration of the substance of the organ. Ulceration 
often exists in conjunction with swelling of the mucous membrane, and 
with induration of the lingual substance. The more formidable diseases of 
the tongue are syphilitic or cancerous ; the former being by far the most 
numerous. Disorder of the digestive organs is sometimes the source of the 
mischief, giving rise to affections, which are usually superficial, but some- 
times of more serious character. 

Several cases of these diseases, are related in the course of his lectures. 
The first is one of circumscribed swelling and induration, with deep ulcer- 
ated fissure. The patient was a married woman, twenty-six years of age, 
and her previous history, although she denied having had syphilis, yet pre^ 
aents several suspicious circumstances, such as an eruption over the body, 
simultaneously with ulcerated sore- throat, and repeated relapses of the lin- 
gual disease. When admitted into the hospital there was a circumscribed 
swelling of oval shape, the size of a large filbert, on the right side of the 
tongue : it was of pink color, firm, but less hard than scirrhus. In its long 
axis and whole length* there was a deep ulcerated fissure, the edges of 
which were irregular but not everted, and the surface was not foul. It did 
not cause much pain, and there was no affection of the lymphatic glands. 
The treatment consisted of the exhibition of mild mercurials internally, and 
the use of an alum wash to the mouth. The patient was discharged 
four weeks after her admission, the swelling and induration having nearly 
disappeared, and the ulceration being cicatrised. In the next case, that of 
an unhealthy looking girl, there was a circular excavated ulcer, the size of 
a shilling, on the dorsum of the tongue. It had a greyish surface, with 
raised edges, and considerably indurated basis. The disease commenced 
with a hard patch on the tongue, in the situation of the ulcer. The girl 
strongly denied any possibility of syphilitic taint, and did not present any 
symptoms of that disease, notwithstanding which, the disease is classed 
among the syphilitic affections. She was discharged cured in about a 
month. The treatment consisted of the internal exhibition of hydrargyrum 
cum creta, with sarsaparilla. 

The third case was clearly shown by the history, symptoms, and treat- 
ment, to be syphilitic. The man had on the right side of the tongue, a 
rough ulcerated surface with everted edge, the size of a shilling, and at the 
posterior part of the tongue, on the same side, the mucous membrane, over 
a space the size of a shilling, presented a smooth red surface, free from 
papillae, in the centre of which there was a deep foul ulcer, with yellow 
surface, and hard circumference. The internal use of the hydrargyrum 
cum creta,' in small doses, three time a-day, removed the hardness in a few 
days, and at the next report, twelve days afterwards, the ulcerations were 
nearly cicauised. The patient then left the hospital. 
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The fourth case is one of phagedenic ulceration of the tongue and gums, 
and also of the trunk and legs, the result of the absorption of the yenereal 
▼irus» eight years preriously. The general health was much reduced. 
The hydriodate of potash, with sarsaparilla, was used for the first fortnight, 
when quinine was substituted for it. The local applications were the yellow 
lotion and poultices, to the sores, and the lini men turn sruginis to the 
tongue and gums. The man had also meat diet and porter ; at the end of 
six weeks, the ulcers on the body were healed, and the tongue and guma 
were quite welL He was then made an out-patient. 

In the fifth case there was a phagedemic ulcer of the right eye-brow, 
with a large ulcer on the tongue, and enlargement and induration of both 
testes, with effusion of fluid into the left tunica vaginalis. The patient was 
treated by iodide of potassium in decoction of sarsaparilla, and afterwards 
with mild mercurial preparations. At the end of nine weeks, he was dis- 
charged, the ulcers being soundly cicatrised, the tongue free from pain and 
moveable, and the testes their natural size and much softer. 

The sixth and seventh cases, instances of syphilitic ulcerated fissure, 
clearly indicate the advantage of a mercurial treatment. The eighth case 
as clearly demonstrates the utility of a mercurial course, in enlargement and 
induration of the tongue. The case was one of constitutional syphilis. 
Mr. Lawrence remarks that these cases do not exemplify the most common 
fonnof the disease, when of syphilitic origin. We see more frequently 
ulcerations, generally of small size, along the edges of the tongue, some- 
times with greyuh surface, superficial or a little excavated, sometimes with 
slightly raised edge. Not uncommonly, there is a thickened, raised and 
fissured state of the mucous membrane, sometimes combined with super- 
ficial or deeper ulceration. This thickened mucous membrane, may be 
either redder than natural, or paler ; in the latter case, the epithelium is 
thickened and opaque. The dorsum of the tongue sometimes presents red 
patches, in which the mucous membrane u denuded of its epithelium, but 
is perfectly smooth, and not ulcerated. These may continue for a long 
while, getting better and worse, particularly if neglected. These diseased 
appearances are occasionally combined in the same case. In one instance 
in which Mr. Lawrence was consulted, and where there was decided evi- 
dence of a syphilitic cause, the surface of the organ, in its middle portion, 
and over more than half its extent, the dorsum and edges being included, 
was smooth, the epithelium being white and opaque, as if this part had been 
ulcerated, and partly having a raw appearance. There were three or four 
superficial ulcers, with grey surface, at the edges and tip, and small super* 
ficial ulcerations of the lips, with chaps at the angles of the mouth. In this 
case, the iodide of potassium had always done good, but whenever it was 
left off, the disease relapsed. Small doses of the hydrargyrum cum ereta, 
exhibited until severe ptyalism had been produced, effected a cure. The 
infiuence of mercury on ulcers of the tongue, mouth, and throat, 
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iias aJ ways appeared" Co Mr. Lawrence, to afibrd the most linequiyocal eri- 
dence of its peculiar aatisyptzlitie virtues ;- for while the sound 'mucous 
membrane .is inflamed and ulcerated by- the ^clion of the remedy, the con^ 
tig^ous Tenereal ulceration^ is "seen to be altered in character, and healing 
rapidly. The enlai^ement and induration of. the tongue, i»amuch less 
common form of the disease. Mr. Lawrence has always found it give way 
satisfactQrily/ to the use of mercury, and. he gives seferal cases, .additional 
to the eighth, already mentiotaed, in illdstration. In the most severe of these 
he can only report a decided improvement in the state of ihe tongue, as he 
is unacquainted with its subsequent progress. 

The patient Was twenty-five years of age. The right half of the tongue 
was enlarged so considerably^ as to impede urticulatlon, the swelling begin- 
ning at the back, and extending nearly to the apex ; it was also indurated, 
but less so than in scirrhus. The morbid^ change embraced both the mucousf 
membrane, .and the muscular substance, extending nearly throughout the 
entire thickness of the organ. The surface was red and slightly tuberculated^ 
presenting three or four superficial ulcerations on the more prominent points^ 
In front of the indurated mass, and near to the apex of the oi]^n, there was 
a separate lump, the size of a horsebean,.with a small ulcer on the surface. 
The disease extended to the middle line of the tongue;, the very margin 
of the organ, constituting the outward boundary of the enlargement, was 
healthy. There was- no other affection of the mouth or throat. ' The history 
of the case showed the disease to be Syphilitic, and the treatment was 
managed accordingly. When the mouth was much affected, the state of 
the tongue, as already stated, had decidedly improved! — Ahriit^fid fmm the 
MedieaL Qazdte. 



Pmgoid Tumor tf the Lower Jaw.— >A ca9e of this diseasej^ is reported 
in the Protineial Medycal and Svxgiedl Journal, from the practice of Mr. 
Greenhow, at the Newcastle Infirmary. The patient was a farmer, sixty- 
two, years of age, who wa9 admitted with a large fungoid tumor on the left 
side of the face and neck, extending from the chin in front, to the angle of 
the jaw behind, and above from ne^r the -zygoma down to the thyroid car- 
tilage, projecting very high externally, and being foubd' with a lobulated 
surface in the mouth; it had an uhheal^iy livid appearance, especially at 
it9 centre, where there waii an opening made by the puncture of a lanc«t 
two months before, but of which issued an abundailt * discharge> of bloody 
sanies; the skin was adherent to the tumor fox a considerable distance 
around the ulcer, but at other parts was free and healthy; the tumor had 
an irregularly soft elastic, feel, was moveable at that'phrt which was situated 
above the jaw, but the other portion was adherent to the lower part of the 
jaw, and to the structures below it, by firm and immoveable bands. The 
disease was apparently produced by a blow received on the. pairt five months 
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preriously. The man was very much put of health, and the disease rapidlf 
making progress » The operation of extirpation of the tumor was attempted, 
and partially practised; but owing to its great jextent, and. its conneztoa 
with the important parts in the neck, .it was not Completely removed.^. The 
man, however, did well after the operation, and left the infirmary much 
improved in healtl^. There is, however, every reasoh to fear that a relapse 
wilt ocGur, and terminate fatally. The heterologous production conabted 
of vascular cerebriforni matter. 



AneuriM^ tfthe Coronary Jhtery, of the Lower Ltp.-^A pregnant woman, 
aged twenty -three, presented a tumor of the size of a hsizel-aijt ^t the right 
side of the low^r lip. The disease had lasted for some time, when it ulcer- 
ated*by the pfessiire of the teeth; hemorrhage was the immediate conse- 
quence*, and was suppressed by compression of the coronary artery. The 
tumor which had, up to the period of ulceration been the scat of pulsations 
isochronous with the poise, ceased to 'beat; and its further progress was 
completely arrested, spontaneous cicatrisation having taking place. The 
reporter observed that this case, as well as the two others, proved a fact 
which had already, frbm experience, received abundant demonstration, viz. 
that aneurism is occasionally susceptible of spontaneous cure, but could not 
be considered as an argument against the prudent practice of tying the dis- 
eased vesseh-^jf 6n(%e(f/roiii tlie Gazette Medicajie. 



!StbUogra))l)ical Notice0. 

J^oweauz Elements Completi de la Science, etde VArt Du Dentiste^ Par 
(M.) DKSiaABOOfe, Chimrgien Dentiale Du Roi, et Ses Fils^ DbUeurt 
en Medecine; Suivis D^Uoe Notice Historique et Chronologique des 
Travaux Imprimis Sur L'Art Du Dentiste Depuis Hippocrate Jusqu' A 
Nousy &c. &c. Deuzi^me Edition, pp. 839, 8vo. Paris, 1845. 

Complete Etenunt* of (he Science and Ari of the Dentist, followed by an 
Historical and Chronological Notice of works published on tlxe Dental 
Art, from the time of Hippocrates, &c. &c. By M. Desirabode, Surgeon 
DentiMt to the KUig, atmted by hu Sons : Second Edition, pp. 839, 8vo. 
Paris, 1845. 

We have not had time, since the receipt of the above named work, to 
give it a careful and attentive perusal, but from the parts of it which we 
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hmTo nmd, we feel warnuiled in pronounciiig it a book of real merit. Its 
ae<^ is as extensive as any other French treatise upon the same subject | 
and, while it contains much of the practical details of the profession, it, at 
the same time, treats to some considerable extent, on the physiology and 
pathology of the dental organism. The work comes to us, too, with a mark 
of approbation, which has seldom, if eyer before, been bestowed upon a 
publication of this kind — ^it having been adopted, by ministerial ordinance, 
rendered upon the Report of the Royal Council of Public Instruction, for the 
Schools of Medicine and Pharmacy in France, as well as for the Hospitals 
of the Ports and Colonies of France, upon the Report of the Inspector Gene- 
ral of the Marine Service of Health. 

M. Desirabode, has long enjoyed a high reputation for skill as a practi- 
tioner of dental surgery, and although we are not so familiar with the pro- 
fessional reputation and abilities of his sons, we doubt not, from the thorough 
medico-dental education which they have received, they are well qualified 
for the part of the task, which was imposed upon them, in the preparation 
of the work under consideration. 

The diseases of the dental organism, very properly occupy the most pro- 
minent place in the work, and from the nature of these, rather than from 
experience, they deduce the remedial indications. In this, M. M. Desira- 
bode are correct, and it is only by perusiug the same plan, that dental sur- 
gery can be elevated to a level with the other branches of the curative art, 
and practice, based upon a thorough knowledge of pathology, has always 
beeu proven by experience to be correct. But experience alone, is not a 
safe nor an infallible guide, for the same results are not always obtained from 
the same practice. These are influenced by a thousand peculiarities and 
circumstances, which can only be properly understood by those who have 
made the nature and causes of disease a study. 

The work is divided into two parts. The first treats of Anatomy, Physi- 
ology, Hygiene, Orthopedic and Therapeutics. The second part is devoted 
to the practical details of the art. 

If time permitted, we should like to go into a critical analysis of the work, 
but lor want of which, we must content ourself with a brief notice of some 
one or two of the subjects, embraced in it. 

in the fint place, then, we will notice his views with regard to the vitality 
of the teeth, which some very able writera deny, attributing the sensibility 
which they so frequently manifest, to the transmission of the impression to 
the pulp. M. Desirabode maintains the converse of this doctrine, and in 
support of the correctness of his opinion, he adduces the following experiment. 
He look a recently extracted sound tooth, introduced into its cavity a piece of 
wood dipped in blue turnsole, and then applied to its crown, by means of a 
cannel hair pencil, an acid. Now he argues, and we believe with reason, if the 
peculiar sensation which usually results from the application of acids to 
the teeth, depended on the action of the acid on the dental pulp, which im- 
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niediatelj imbibes all the oasiform part, this action woald eTideatly have 
exerted itself on the blue color, with which the canal had been filled, and 
turned it red ; bat he says nothing of the sort took place, and that it was 
a long time before this color was attacked by the acid. He furthermore 
states, that he has held, immersed in vinegar, for several minutes, the crowns 
of teeth, whose canals he had previously filled with the syrup of violets, 
and that the color of the latter, had not been afiected by it. From this, he 
infers, that the sensation must have its seat in parts not so deeply situ- 
ated as the pulp. 

The author's remarks on tooth-ache, are characterised, not only by good 
sense, but also by a knowledge of the nature and causes of the affection, 
and if we cannot fully subscribe to all of the views of M. Desirabode, upon 
this subject, we believe them, for the most part, to be correct. 

In treating of the diseases of the gums, the authors describe an afiection, 
which we believe, we were the first to notice.* It consists of an exudation of 
a purulent secretion, from between the edges of the gums, and necks of the 
teeth. At the time we wrote our "Principles and Practice of Dental Sur- 
gery,'' no mention, that we are aware of, had ever been made by any writer, 
of this disease. 

The several vaiietiea of disease to which the gums are liable, are treated of 
in the work before us, but we cannot, at present, give even an outline of the 
authors' views upon the subjecf. 

In the treatment of lesions of the palatine organs, he recommends the 
employment of a deocription of obturators, which he thinks are calculated to 
favor the efiforts of nature, for the reparation of the injury. The importance 
of leaving the parts free to contract, has been suggested by dental practi- 
tioners before, and hence the old method of confining obturators, by means 
of wings, pieces of sponge, &c. &c., were long since abandoned, and the 
more rational plan of securing them by clasps, fixed to the molar or bicuspid 
teeth, adopted. But M. Desirabode, not satisfied with leaving the restora- 
tion of the parts to the curative operations of the economy alone, he endeav- 
ors, while he closes the opening by means of a mechanical appliance, to aid 
the natural tendency of the aperture to contract, by the employment, in the 
construction of his artificial obturator, of caoutchouc. The contractility of 
this agent, we have no doubt, may be made available, in assisting the con- 
traction of the soft parts, but we doubt whether it can be made to efiect any 
salutary change, on the solid tissues, as is supposed by M. Desirabode. 

In conclusion, it may be proper to remark, that so far as the plan of this 
work is concerned, it possesses no claim to novelty, and while as a whole, we 
regard it as one of the best French works upon dental suigery that has ever 
been published upon the subject, we do not wish to be understood as consider- 
ing it faultless, or as containing all which it is necessary for the dentist to 
kmw. The work, however, notwithstanding it contains doctrines both 

*Vide Principles and Pktctioe of Dental Sogery. 
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theoretical and practical, which we regard aseTidentlyerroneotis, possesses 
suofa high claims to consideration, we eanndt refrain from. awarding to the 
accomplished authors, the high meed of praise, to w;hich-we think them so 
justly entitled. It is well writteo, and is entitled to a high place in the 'lit- 
erature of dental surgery. — BaU,Ed. 



Reflexions stir les Moyms Employes Jusq^a ce Jour. Pour U Redrtssement de$ 
Dents Smvies de la Description, d^uk .ProhedS JSotiveau, Par M. P. A. 
Grandhomhe, Chirurgien Dentiste; 4tpvpp.]^.. Paris, 1845, 

Rejleetlons on the Meant Employed at the present day, for Regtdating the 
iPeethfUtith a Description of a JSew Method (f Procedure. . By M. P, A. 
Grandhomme, Surgoon Dentist, 4to. pp. 20. Paris, 1845. . 

The above is the title of an Essay, which We hare but very recently re- 
ceived, and have not yet had leisure to read it. It js printed on beautiful 
paper, and in every respect, neatly gotten up. — 'Bait. Edi. 



VEneyehpSdie du DenHste; jpu Repertoire G^n^ rat de, Toutes les Connais- 
sauces Medico-Chirurgicales sur L^Anatomie et la Pathologic des Treats, 
sur les Deux Dentitions ; Avec Counsoils Aux Meres, Aux Noorrices et 
At>z Gens du Monde, sur les Soins de la Bouche et leS Mayetis de Con- 
server les Dents Saineset Bells, Pric^d^ de L*Histoire du Dentiste 
chez les Anciens. Et Accdmpagnc D^un Traite. Complete sur les Dents 
Artificielles, et principalement sur les Osanores. Far William Rogers, 
Dentiste, Svo. pp. 470. Paris, 1845. 

Encyclopedia of Dentistry, ox General Repertory of all the Medico-Chinirgi- 
cal knowledge upon the Anatomy and Pathology of the Tecih j the two 
Dentitions, with advice to mothers^ nurses and people generally, on the 
care of the mouth, and the means for preserving the teeth in health and 
beauty. Preceded by the History of Dentistry among the Ancients ; and 
accompanied by a complete Treatise on Artificial Teeth, and particularly 
upon Osaniores. By William Rogers, Dentist, Svo. pp. 470. Paris^ 
1845. 

If this work was, indeed, what it professes to be, it would be an acquisi- 
tion to the literature of the dental branch of medicine, and if the author, who 
by-the-by, is an Englishman, intended to make it, what its title proclaims it 
to be, we can only say that he has wholly failed in the accomplishment of 
his design. It is iiny thing else thau a repertory of the medico-chirtirgical 
^nowIedgeofdentalsOrgery, or a history of the art among the ancients. 
Nor is it a complete treatise on artificial teeth, or even upon his vaunted ''Om- 
norts,^' a name which the authorhas given to a description t)f artificial teeth. 
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of which be claims to be the inTentor^ and which he pronounces superior 
to any other ever employed. • 

If we were disposed to iiward to the author of the Encyclopedia of Den- 
tistry, any praise, he has rendered. such commendation unnecessary, by the 
profuse manner in which he has bestowed it upon himself. Judging from the 
extravagant manner in which, he compliments his own uneqiutUed abilities 
and wonderful performances, we' should be inclined to believe him, at least, 
a thousand years in advance of the profe^ion, as practised even by the most 
skilful, except, of course, by himulf. 

The work is characterised by the moM fulsotiie boasting. The triumphs 
of his own superior system of practice over all others, and the envy of other 
practitioners, are set forth in a strain of grandiloquence, which, if not amus- 
ing, is, at least, well calculated to inspire the reader with the most hearty 
disgust for the author. • We think' it a pity that sO' much good paper should 
be spoiled with such miserable trash as is contained.in the volume before us. 
Should the author ev&r acquire a scientific and thorough knowledge of the 
profession which he professes to love so much, he will doubtless regret ever 
having sent into the worl4 such a palpable evidence of his ignorance and 
folly. 

The foUawing translation of a passage will enable the reader to form some 
idea of the author's modesty. In speaking of Jiis otanotea, he says, '*Like 
all innovators,! had at first to contend against the- prejudice of routine j my 
confreres vehemently opposed my gyaUm, and I had, for a long time, to 
sustain violent opposition. I have not lost courage, aAd sure of the efficacy 
of my invention, I have triumphed over all obstacles, because good and 
great things always triumph over error and even jealousy. I have reduced 
my antagonists to silence, by opposing to their ipvectives cures which were 
regarded hopeless, results which pertained to the miraculous. While my 
means were very simple, I endeaVored to imitate nature in repairing ilisas* 
tex» caused by the nuquerous diseases to which the buccal organs are 
subject." . . 

Again,a little farther on, he says,''l can affirm, with that boldness which 
a consciousness of having rendered a service to my species inspires, that I 
have efiected a complete revolution in the dental art, which Will have its 
course, and change the character of denial so rgery.'' . 

Now we should like to tell our readers in what his great invention con- 
sista; but not being able to find out, from any description he* has given of 
it, we are unable to do so. ' The only clue to it which we can obtain fi6m 
the work, is derived from the circumstance which he mentions, near the 
conclusion of the book, that induced him to give to it the name osanorea. 
It was because the teeth were retained in the mouth without the aid of 
ligatures, clasps or gold wire, and from this, it would seem tliat it consists in 
the application of artificial teeth upon what is termed the atmospheric pres- 
sure or suction principle, which has been practiced in this coiintry and many 
parts of £urope for a number of years. — BaU. Ed. 
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A TntAiMt an JlrtifieUU Tuih and PciattM, and (kew in^^artanee and evre of 
JDytpepsia, ^c. By Horatio Pass, Surgeon Dentist, Lecturer on 
Anatomy and Physiology of the Teeth; IGmo, pp. 98. London, 
Churchhill, 1846. 

The above work is a new compilation of a yariety of sentences by 
able authors, tacked together and intended, we presume, to explain, 
more elaborately, the author's diurnal advertisement, in the English press, 
on his recently discovered secret odontalgic remedies. R. 
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lUinoU Medical and Surgical Journal. — ^This periodical has been enlarged. 
It is now published every other month, simultaneously in Chicago, III. and 
Indianapolis, Ind. Each No. contains ninety-six pages, we have received 
the number for April and May, which contains some very interesting ar- 
ticles. It is under the editorial management of Drs. Blaney, Brainard, 
Herrick and Evans. — Bait, Ed, 



We$tem Lancet. — ^The May Number of the Western Lancet has come to 
us in an enlarged form. Hereafter it will be published, bi-monthly, each 
number containmg 132 pages. It is still under the able editorial manage- 
ment, of Prof. Lawson, and is published at Lexington, Ky. — BaU.Ed. 
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Jin Emiy on the Pathology and Treatmeni of Tritnuw MticenHwnj or Lock" 
Jaw (f Infante. By J. Marion Sims, M. D., of Montgomery, Ala.« 
pp. 21, 8vo. Philadelphia : Lea & Bianchard, 1846. 

The above is a well written and highly interesting pamphlet. It contains 
some very novel and ingenious views with regard to the pathology and 
treatment of a very fatal, and, in some parts of the country, quite a common 
disease, and we regret that we did not receive Jt in time to give an analysis 
of the peculiar opinions of the author on the subject As a surgeon and 
physician. Dr. Sims enjoys a justly deserved high reputation, and we take 
this occasion to thank him for the above named essay. The perusal of it 
has given us much pleasure. — Bait. Ed. 
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Catalogue (f the Trustees, Ofjicert and Students of the Indiana Medical 

College, Session 1845-6. 

The Indiana Medical College is in Laporte, and appears, from the above 
catalogue, to be in a very flourishing condition. It has six professorships. 
The Faculty is composed of Drs. G. W. Richards, John B. Niles, Moaet 
L. Knapp, Daniel Meeker, A. B. Shipman and Nicholas Hard. There 
were eighty students in attendance upon the lectures of the sessioa of '45-6. 
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Mxsttllantons l^otxtts. 

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF DENTAL SURGEONS. 

As this is the last number of the Jouroal that will be issued previously to 
the seventh annual meeting of the American Society of Dental SurgeonSy 
we cannot let the opportunity pass, without urging upon the members the 
importance of being present on that occasion. The meeting will be one of 
peculiar interest, as business of importance, growing out of the proceedings 
of the last meeting, will be transacted. It is desirable, therefore, that the 
attendance of the members should be as general as possible, and, although 
the sacrifice of time and money, which the more distant members may find 
it necessary to make, may be considerable, we believe all will be amply 
compensated in gratification as well as real benefit derived from the inter- 
change of professional views. The meetings heretofore have been well at- 
tended, and we hope to see more at the next than have been present at any 
of the preceding ones, and lest any of the members should fail to receive the 
notice which it is the duty of the recording secretary to send to each, speci- 
fying the time and place at which it is to be held, we would remind all such, 
should there be any, that it will commence the first Tuesday in August, in 
New York. 

The Society has now been in existence six years, and numbers among its 
members many of the most talented men and skilful practitioners in the den- 
tal profession, both in Europe and America. Indeed, the conditions of 
membership are such, that none but men of respectable professional attain- 
ments can obtain admission. This is as it should be, and if others have at 
any time been elected to membership, and that some have is very probable, 
the precautions at present observed by the Society in the admission of ap- 
plicants, is such as to preclude them for the future. In settling the condi- 
tions of membership, the Society, while it has thrown open wide the door 
of admission to such as are really worthy, has found it necessary to exact 
the most indisputable evidences of professional ability and moral rectitude, 
before permitting any to enter, as may be seen by an examination of its con- 
stitution and by-laws, published in the fifth volume of the JoumaL The 
character and usefulness of the Society depend upon the strict enforce- 
ment of its regulations in regard to this matter. 

The beneficial effects, both to the profession and community at laige, 
which have resulted from the formation and existence of this association, 
are so striking and manifest, as to have been observed and felt, not only 
throughout the length and breadth of this, but also in other countries. It, 
in connection with other instrumentalities, and to most of which il has given 
rise, has given a character and respectability to the profession it never be- 
fore enjoyed. It has conuibuted in an eminent degree to elevate the stan- 

voL. VI. — 43 
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daid of professional acquirementSj as well as to the general adoption of a 
more scientific and uniform system of practice; It has also awakened a 
spirit of inquiry and emulation amon|f the widely scattered members of the 
profession^ and sustained a medium of comjnunication through which all 
new theories and improvements in practice hare been made known to such 
as have been desirous. of keeping pace with the progress of the science 
and art of dental surgery. 

Buty as useful as Uie Society has already been, in establishing a uniform 
and correct system of practice among its members, and in the dissemination 
of a knowledge of every thing valuable to the dental branch of medicine, it 
is destined, if prudently and properly conducted, to be still more useful, as 
it will become the depository of the accumulated experience and practical 
improvements and discoveries of its members. Membership, therefore, in 
this Society, should not be lightly prized, but no one should be satisfied 
with this, without the benefit, to say nothing of gratification, to be de- 
rived, of attendance on its annual meetings. There are sokne who h^v.e 
been members for four, five and even six years, who have not as yet attended 
a single meeting. We should be glad to See these, as well as those whom 
we have been accustomed to meet regularly, at the ne^xt meeting. We 
hope they will make it a point to attend, believing, they will not regret the 
expense -and loss of time which they may have to incur in doing so. 

fiaU. Ed. 
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Surgmin DnUuti in Paris.^r^y a recent decision of the Jaw courts in 
ris, it appears that surgeon dentists are not quaiHfied Ip. practice their 
branch of the profession in France, unless possessed of the. diploma of M. D«« 
or at least of that of offieUr di $ante. Mr. Rogers, an -Englishman, was fined 
twenty-five francs, by the iribwud correctionelle» ibr so practicing without 
a medical qualification, and the Cmor RoyidU, after hearing his appeal, de- 
cidcid against him, confirming the previous decision, and cast him in. costs. 
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SaUoary Ooleulitfd— The largest accumulation of this substance which we 
have ever seen upon a single tooth, was presented to us by Dr. Wilkes Allen, 
of Boston, a graduate of the Baltimore College of Dental Surgery. Its longest 
diameter is one inch*and one-eighth, and its shortest seven -eighths, and it is 
nearly five-eighths of an inch thick. It is of an irregular oval shape, quite 
smooth, except on its inner surface, where it had rested ag^ainst the giiUi. 
Embedded in its substance is the entire^ crown and neck of an inferior dens 
sapientis, the tooth upon which .it was deposited, and which, in the removal 
of this, was brought away with it. It is of a light browor color, indicative of 
a. bilious temperament, and weighs twa drachms and seventeen j;rains. 

BaU.Ed. 



1846.] MUeeUaneom Notices. 339 

We are alto indebted to Dr. E. Noyet, of Baitimprey for another very 
large spedmen of this substance, which had been deposited on an inferior 
incisor.— Bott. Ed. 
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Sm^yiour Deviaiwn in the GrmiDth tfa Stqnmvmerary ToaUi, — Some rery 
remarkable deviations in the growth of human teeth are recorded by Albinas, 
Hunter, Waite and other writers, but the most singular one which has ever fal- 
len under our obserration, is exhibited in the upper jaw of an adult skull in the 
museurn of the Baltimore College of Dental Surgery. The natural teeth are 
all well formed and well arranged, but between the extremities of the roots 
of the upper incisors, in the substance of the jaw, there is a supernumerary 
tooth, the crown of which points upwards towards the crest of the nasal 
plates of these bones. The whole tooth is about one inch in length, and the 
coronal extremity is nearly on a level with the floor of the nasal isaVities. 

BaU.Ed. 
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To PdrnqumU. — ^It is both disagreeable and troublesome to be under the 
necessity of calling on delinquents for the amount of their subscriptions, and 
yet we must either do so, or involve the American Society of Dental Sur- 
geons in debt, or let our printer go unpaid. In the March number of the 
present volume of the Journal, we sent bills to most of our delinquent sub- 
scribers, requesting immediate payment. To this call some responded 
promptly, but it has been wholly disregarded by the greater number of those 
who w^re in arrears. We Hope, however, they will not delay the payment 
of their subscriptions any longer, as we need the money, and their non- 
compliance with the terms of subscription not only occasicms us great in- 
convenience, but causes us much labor which might otherwise be avoided. 
We do not believe the delinquency in a single case results^ from inability, 
but from thoughtlessness and neglect. We shall expect to hear from all 
such, immediately after they shall have received the present number of the 
Journal. 



7b Gorreipomleiift^ — A. L. H. is referred to the constitution and by-laws 
of the American Society of Dental Surgeons, for the information he desires 
in relation to the requirements of applicants for membership to said 
Society. We would inform him, however, and all others who may be 
ignorant of the fact, that he must have three members to vouch for his profes- 
sional abilities and moral character, or submit to an examination before the 
board of examiners at an annual meeting. • . • We would willingly pub- 
lish the article of T. P., condemning the use of amalgams for filling teeth. 
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subscribing, as we most heartily do, to the correctness of his riews; but as 
the same arguments and facts have been frequently presented and uiged 
before, we do not think it would be productiTe of any good. If he desires 
it, we will return him his manuscript. In the mean lime, we would refer 
him to the Syracuse editor's review of Dr. Allen's letter, which he will find 
embraces many of the points contained in his communication. . • . Dr. B. 
is informed that we sent the March number of the Journal to him imme- 
diately after it was issued, and as it miscarried, we sent him another, agree- 
ably to his request. . . . N. E. is informed that Mr. Abbey has no agency 
in Baltimore for the sale of his gold foil. His best plan would be to send 
his orders direct to Mr. A., 22 Pear-st., Phila. ... Dr. J. C. D's letter, of 
April 29th, came to hand at the proper time, and his request was promptly 
complied with. We shall at all times be pleased to hear from him. . • . 
J. M. and R. H. are referred to advertisement for the information they de- 
sire in relation to the Baltimore College of Dental Surgery. The seventh 
annual announcement has not yet been issued. As soon as it shaU be pub- 
lished, we will send each a copy. The lectures in the Ohio College of Den- 
tal Surgery will commence the first week in November; but for further in- 
formation concerning the School, we would refer our correspondents to 
Professors Taylor, Cook or Rogers, either of whom, we have no doubt, will 
take pleasure in furnishing every information which they may desire. . . • 
In reply to the question of B. L., we state that the practice of separating the 
front teeth with wedges of soft wood or gum elastic, preparatory to filling 
cavities in their approximal surfaces, is admissible in young persons, and 
is, in many cases, preferable to separating with a file ; but, in persons more 
advanced, the practice is often productive of very prejudicial consequences. 

BaU.Ed. 



OhUnary, — We are called upon to perform the painful task of announcing 
the decease of Dr. £. M. Hall, who died at Goldsboro', N. C, on the 24th 
of May, 1846, in the thirty-first year of his age, of phthisis pulmonalis, after 
a short illness, in the triumphs of Christian faith. His amiable disposition 
and gentlemanly deportment had secured for him the friendship and esteem 
of all who knew him, and his untimely death is a source of deep sorrow to 
his relatives, and regret to a large circle of friends. 

Dr. Hall gradusted in the Medical Department of the University of Mary- 
land, in the spring of 1834, and for several years was a successful practi- 
tioner of medicine ; but his health becoming impaired, he retired from prac- 
tice, and engaged in the study of dentistry, attended lectures in the Baltimore 
College of Dental Surgery, and graduated in the spring of 1845. He then 
engaged in the practice of this department of the curative art, and continued 
to exercise its duties until a short time previously to his death. 
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